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OF THB 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 



RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN. 



Februabt 11, 1788. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ElilJAH IMPEY. 

The order of the day, for the house to resolve itself into a commiitee 
to hear witnesses on charges exhibited against Sir EX^ah Impey^ 
having been ready Sir GUbert ElUot moved--" Thai Mr. Farrer, 
a member. of the house, be examined in his plaeeJ^ Mr. Farrer 
said, hefdt no ol^eetion to be examined, provided ii was at the de* 
sire of both parties and of the committee, but thai he would, on no 
account f consent to be considered as the witness either of the accusers 
or of the accused. It was thmproposed to caU Sir EiUjah to the 
bar, and ask whether he had any objection to having Mr. Farrer 
exaauned; but 

JVLr. Sheridan observed, that if such a measure 
was adopted, it would put the house into a most 
embarrassing situation, as it would be difficult for 
them to proceed, in case Sir Elijah Impey should 
refuse to consent. Mr. Sheridan added, that the 
honorable gentleman had already informed the 
committee that he had it in his power to throw 
more light upon the subject of the first charge, than 
any man living ; and if it was declared to be the 
sense of that committee, he had no objection, he 
would therefore move to declare that it was the sense 
of that committee that Mr. Farrer be examined. 

VOI«. II. B 
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Tht motion was carried»-^Mr. Famr tltm proceeded to give hie 
evidence, and began a regtdar detail of all the circumdancee of 
Nundcomafe eaee, tracing them from thejlret time of their agiia* 
tion, before Sir Elijah Tmpej/'s arrival tn IndiOf doum to the or* 
raignment of Nundcomar, on an indictment for perjury in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature. In the eau'ly part of the narration, Mr. 
Farrer stated that he had in his hand a warrant, on the back of 
which was written, by an attorney, an account of the conversation if 
the judges, upon application to them to grant a writ of habeas 
corpus to Nundcomar. Mr. Farrer said^ the gentleman who wrote 
the account was gone to India, but that he knew it to be his hand- 
writhte. Having said this, he read the account, and it was taken 
down by the derk at the table. Mr. John Scott then rose, and 
seriously declared hi» contiction that this former obfecOon was rightp 
and that the witness ought not to have been suffered to give his testis 
many in any other way but in answer to such questions as might 
have been put to him. Mr. Scott declared the ptqfer just readwmdd 
not hope been received in any court /n the kingdom, since it was not 
tnidenoe, but a mere hear-say account of a conversation. Mr. Scott 
enlarged upon the established law of evidence, and upon the necessity 
of strictly adhering to it in all proceedings m any sort leading to 
a judicial determination. This gave rise to various remarks concern^ 
ing the nature of the proeeeeUuf ufon tphicf^ the comsnittee were 
then engaged. Mr. Fox maintamed that the papa* just read was a 
proper paper to be upon the table, eonridering the nature of the pre- 
sent proceeding I and declared it was not a proceeding at all emak^ 
gem to any ugal measures in the courts of Westminster Htdl; nor 
was the house at all bound by the rules of^legat evidencee. Be also 
observed, that he felt it impossible to speeds of lawyers in the highest 
terms of praise, when he saw them earning down m a body, topumk 
and confound the mendfers of that house, by advancing rides ^ lam 
practice, in eases ufhete they did not appty ; 4md he remindtd the 
committee that the household, onvarious oecasions, exerted its autho- 
rity, and even gone so far as to punish the juices by isnpeaehing 

' r. bearcryt 



them for misconstruction of the laws of the land. Mr. 
observed, that he could not avoid estpresmg hi^ astonishment at fhe 
iltiberal obloquy with which the riglU honourable gentkman opposite 
to him had treated a whole profession. He added, that if he was to 
lay his finger upon thepartumar point that had raised the practice 
of law inMs country so high in the estimation of all the world, it 
would be upon the taw of evidence. He took notice ef Mr. Fox 
having said he was bred in thid house, and declaredt if his late 
speech was to be taken as a proof of that breeding, he desired no 
more of it. He next entered into a justification ^the gentknun of 
Ms prof essian from the chargeof being aOtuxted, on the present occa-- 
4ion, by an esprit diseorps* Wa^it, hesaid, to be wondered at thai 
lawyers shosm appear anxiom to attend the. ablation of a ckti^e 
against a lawyer of long landing, and unsullied character ; and 
"that charge as black a one as ever was imputed to any man, or even 
any lawyer i 
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Mr. Sheridan remarked, tliat the honorable and 
learned gentleman, he perceired^ was desirous of 
not otily tea<;faing that hoase the law, but breeding*, 
and he wished still farther to teach them French. 
He could not but admire the comical sort of arg^i- 
ment which the honorable and learned gentleman 
had used in justification of his profession. He had 
said every thing handsome of them» and followed 
his encomium, by adding, whimsically, that the 
charge against Sir £lijah Impey was as black as 
could be brought against any man ; nay, against 
any lawyer. Mr. Sheridan declared that he could 
not pass over in silence the reflections on his riffht 
honorable friend (by the Chancellor of the Exche- 

auer and Mr. Bearcroft) for a speech, which, he 
lought, did his right honorable friend infinite 
honor. He was sure his right honorable friend had 
meant nothing personal ; but was it to be ivondered 
at, if, in his zeal to defend the privileges of that 
house, he should reprobate the attempt to mix the 
practice of the law courts in their proceedings, to 
which they were utterly inapplicable ? The paper . 
in question Mr. Sheridan declared to be, in the true 
sense of the words, good evidence;^ for what was * 
good evidence, but that which was applicable to the 
end to which it was applied, and which the court, 
before whom it was exhibited, was competent to . 
receive- Difierent courts, it was. well known, had 
different powers ; and what would be evidence in 
one court, would not be evidence in another. Thus, 
what was evidence in the Court of Chancery, would 
not be evidence in the Court of King's Bench, nor ■ 
would that testimony that was good evidence on a : 
trial for felony be admissible on a trial for high trea* 
json. Mr. Sheridan took notice that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had, with all that wonderful 
power of words for which he was so celebrated, 
pronounced a swelling panegyric on the honorably 
and learned gentleman near him (Major Scott}, but 
Jbe had given his argument ai^d his conviction to Ifli 

b2 
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right honorable friend, declaring he adopted the 
principles which his right honorable friend had laid 
down. Upon snch conditions he was peranaded 
his right honorable friend would gladly compromise 
for the future with the right honorable gentleman. 

At length Mr. Farrtr was desired to proceed: and at eleven 
p'clock the committee adjourned. 



Febeuary 15. 



LTBEL ON THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THB 
HOUSE TO MANAGE THE PROSECUTION OF 
MR. HASTINGS. 

Mr, Fox moved—'* That a pamphlet, entitled, * A review of the 
principal charges against Warren Hastings, Esq J* contains matter 
disrespectful to His Majesty, and scandalous and indecent parO" 
graphs, reflecting on the motives which had induced this house to 
impeach Warren Hastings, Esq* of high crimes and misdemeanarsJ^ 
The principal passages from which this charge was deduced, ran 
thus:--" Such an exertion of public virtue, (the impeachment of 
Mr. Hastings), if to public virtue it shall be referred, is indeed 

** Above all Greek, above all Roman fame ;" 

and wUl furnish a memorable example to future times, that no sta- 
tion, however elevated : no abilities, however splendid: no services, 
however beneficial or meritorious: that not even the smile of the 
sovereign, nor the voice of the people, can protect a British subject 
from impeachment, and a public delinquent from punishment if 
foundguilty,*' 

" For the future when any officer should return home from a situ^ 
ation of responsibility, his only hope must be in joining a powerful 
faction ; for his services, let them be ever so high, or his loyalty, be 
it ever so exemplary, would be insufficient for his security." 

Mr. Pitt moved an amendment that the words, *' Efts Majesty,*' 
be left out of the resolution* 

Mr. Sheridan maintained, that the last sen- 
tence of the passage " and a public delinquent from 
punishment/' was a clear and convincing proof, 
that the whole referred to Mr. Hastings's pr^ent 
enjoyment of the smiles of the Sovereign ; and in- 
sinuated, that an impeachment was a mode of pro- 
secution that did not leave the Sovereign his power 
of granting mercy after conviction. Mr. Sheridan^ 
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in the course of his speech, answered the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer*!^ observations, that the present 
station of Mr. Hastings^ as a person impeached by 
the Commons of England of high crimes and mis- 
demeanors, was not a very exalted one, by remark- 
ing, that till Mr. Hastings should be convicted of 
the charges, of which he stood impeached, his sta- 
tion was not, in the eye of the law, reason, or 
common sense, to be considered as a station of de- 
gradation. 

' Upon the question being put, the house divided; ayes {for the 
original question) (S6 ; noes 132. The amended question was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mr. Fox immediately rose, and declared that he still entertained 
his opinion^ that unless in cases of public libel, or of a libel on the 
government at large, or legislature collectively, he did not think it 
wicaming in that house to resort to the crown lawyerst as the instru- 
ments of prosecuting libels affecting themselves, interfering unth 
their proceeditigs, or implicating a breach of the privileges, he moved, 

** iTuit an address be presented to His Majesty, most humbly to 
desire, that he unll be graciously pleased to give directions to His 
Majesty's attorney general to prosecute. The motion was agreed to 
memine contradicente. * 



March 5. 

BECIiAKATORY IIAST INBIA JBlLIi. 

' During the apprehensions y which had existed in the course of 
last year^ of a rupture with the Court of France, Government 
had taken a resolution of sending our four additional regiments 
to India^ on board the company's ships , for the protection of our 
possessions in that quarter^ and the proposition had been rem 
ceived with equal approbation by the court of directors. Bui 
in the mean time the storm having blown over, and government 
still adhering to their resolution of sending out four regiments 
with a view to form a permanent establishment of His Majesty's 
troops in India^ a question had arisen respecting the expense of 
sending them out, and of their future payment. By an act which 
passed in 1781, it was stipulated that the company should be 
bound to pay for such troops only as were sent to India upon 
their requisition^ and upon this act the directors had refused to 

* Mr. John Stockdale, the publisher of the pamphlet was tried 
the 9th of December, 1789, and found not guilty. 
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Afif$6 the eompang xfiUh the expen$e of the 1roop$ in queiiion. 
^ut it was contended by the Board of Controuly established in 
the act of 1784, that the commissioners of thai board were in» 
vested with the power of directing in case of a refusal of the 
company^ such expense to be defrayed out &S the revenues arL 
sing from their territorial possessions. Upon this case the 
court of directors had taken the advice of several eminent lawyers^ 
who were of opinion that the Board of Controut wae not ium 
vested by the act of 17849 ''^^th the power contended for^ and the 
directors had accordingly refused to take troops on board the 
ships thai were apowt thai time to sail for India, Upon ibis 
ground M^. Pitt moved the house on the ^5th of February fax 
leave to bring in a bill for removing the doubts in question by 
declaring the intention of the legislature in the ad of 1784^ to 
ha/ve been as^eeable to the construction put upon U by the Bomrd 
of Controul, After a long debate this motion was earried 
mthout a division ; and on its^ second reading, upon the 9rd of 
March^ the East India Company were heard by their counsel 
against the bill ai the bar of the house. — On the motion '' thai th^ 
epeaker now leaioe the chair ^** Sir Grey Cooper rose and opi 
fosed a.'-^This brought on along debate, 

Mr. Bheridan observed, that no man was more 
disposed to listen to the honorable baronet's. (Sir 
James Johnstone) pleasantry than he was; and» 
though he wished that he had treated the present 
question with a little more gravity, he was convinced 
he was actuated by a serious principle at bottom. 
The honorable baronet had whimsically enough 
compared the difference between the Board of Con- 
trol aocj the Court of Directors to a n^atrimomal 
WJcangle* 11^ i^ad ^Iwc^ys been taught that it was 
not si^ to interfere bekweeix man asid wiib-^tliougft 
ke, for once, woiihl haajard the experiment; tarnstJng 
ttv^t it was a^ ixiarnage according to the laws or 
Scotliud^ where the ^uscQ©duct of either parl^ 
Wfl^ l^ekl' to bie ai siiffieiont gtoandfor divco«ee» 

With respee* to^ the q«estion before the bense it 
Va^ one of the most iiuportamt that could come 
w4.CT thw delibfti^atiopv It not only afccted tb^ 
eb«rteB& o£ indkidualsy. aud of parties^ Wt ^ went 
to aff^t tike character of pariianaent, in vIol^iDg the 
faith of its statutes, by a system as corrupt as it was 
dangerous to the most sacred and! deiarest intQirt^st^ 
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of the constitution of a free people. He admitted 
that the Chancellor of the ^Exchequer had stated 
the object of the declaratory bill fuUy and fairly j 
but it was a bill, the principle of which he denied 
to be founded on the bill of the year 1784 ; and if 
it was not proved to be clearly so» it was itnpossibl^i 
that the house could agree to adopt it as a law ex- 
planatory of the powers of that bill. If the Board 
of Control wished to ffrasp at new powers and ne^ 
patronage, why did they not conae forward with a 
new bill ? But they did not dare to meet the ques- 
tion openly and fairly ; well knowing that it would 
have exposed them to all the calumny which they 
themselves had so liberally bestowed on the vio^ 
lators of chartered rights ! The board had wisely 
adopted a mercantile idea in buffering the company 
to deliver up their rights and privileges t>y install 
ment. 

But the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
had, with his usual plausibility, declared, that they 
wished to be armed with no poweiis that were not 
subject to the control of parliament:' What did 
this declaration amount to ? They only wished to 
have the military patronage of India in their hands,^ 
under the control of parliament! — Control was, in- 
deed, a word not in very good repute at present j 
—but to talk of the control of parliament over an^ 
aprmy which was not paid by parliament, was toa 
ridiculous to need any comment; — and yet such was 
the controlling power which the right honorable 

gentleman had desired might be set over him. Un« 
oubtedly, if he had spoken of the army on the 
British establishment, he would have been war* 
ranted in saying that it was subject to the control 
of parliament, because the king had no other meansi 
of paying that army but by coming to parliament 
for the money. Here the case was widely different 
for th^ regiments now proposed to be sent to ladik 
were to be paid, not by jj^liament, but by the 
territorial jeven^es of the £)ast India CoOipany^ 
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But "what was still more extraordinary (and he 
desired the house to attend to it) by the last clause 
of the act it was declared to be in the power of the 
commissioners for managfing the affairs of India, 
to send as many troops as they might think neces- 
sary for the security of our possessions in that quar- 
ter of the globe. The clause was worded in the 
most unquaUfied terms; they might even send to 
India an army of ten thousand Hanoverians, or 
any number of mercenaries collected, as the Earl 
of Chatham emphatically said, from the shambles 
of Germany, thus giving to the executive govem- 
^ment the monstrous and unheard-of patronage of a 
foreign army not paid by parliament. He desired 
gentlemen to pause before they came to a vote on a 
question pregnant with such danger to the state. 

He confessed that he was not a little surprised to ' 
find a renewal of invectives against the bill brought 
forward by his right honorable friend (Mr. Fox.) 
Considering the strong measures which the present 
bill goes to embrace, he rather expected to have 
found the severity of some gentlemen softened into 
phrases more conciliatory. He remembered that an 
honorable gentleman had once compared the India 
board constituted by that bill, to seven doctors and 
eight apothecaries administering to the health of 
one poor patient — but their prescriptions were more 
palatable than the dose now mixing by the learned 
doctor of control, who, in the true spirit of quackery, 
desires his patient to take it; that he has no occa- 
sion to confine himself at home, but that he may 
safely go about his business as usual. This sove- 
reign remedy, he said, would no doubt soon be 
adventured under the popular name of '^ Scots pills 
for all sorts of oriental disorders." Mr. Sheridan 
then took a comparative view of the merits of the 
two India bills, in which he paid a compliment to 
the manly and decided conduct of Mr. Fox, in op- 
. position to the crooked policy which had led to the 
discussion of the question then before the house. It 
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vf£LS very remarkable that when the right honorable 
gentleman introduced his bill, he prefaced it with a 
speech, declaring that it had been fully explained 
to the directors, and that they approved of it. This 
he now was inclined to doubt, otherwise it would 
be difficult to account for the declaratory bilL But 
perfection was not the lot of humanity. This was' 
the seventh perfect system which had been intro- 
duced for the good government of India, and still 
there was much to do. 

Mr. Sheridan here read the titles of the various 
acts which have from time to time been introduced 
by Mr. Dundas, and as often repealed, altered, or 
amended ; one of which was " an act to obviate all 
doubts which have arisen, or may in future arise^ 
respecting the government of India." 

He then proceeded to animadvert on the inter- 
ference of tne Board of Control with the patronage 
of the company, not only in the civil and military, 
but in their commercial concerns ; and read extracts 
from their correspondence in support of his asser- 
tion. He compared the Board of Control, the 
Court of Directors, and the body of proprietors, 
to the Dramatis Persofue^ of Swift's Tale of a Tub, 
and concluded with an appeal to the feelings of the 
house on the situation of the officers of the East- 
India Company, who, if the present bill should 
pass into a law, would suffer degradation and dis- 
grace, not only in their own opinion, but in the eyes 
of those whom they had often led on to victory. 

The houM divided; ayes (that the tpeaker have the chair) 182 ; 
noes 125. The house then went into a committee, and Mr. Steelt 
was ordered to bring up the report on theJoUowing day* 
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Mabch 7. 

•'BECLiiRATORY EAST INBIA BILL, 

Ur. Steelekmmg Mimaieijrffmtke bar thai hehMinhk hamd 
the report cf the commtUe of tht whole houee to whom the deebira* 
ratory bill had been referred. The speaker put the jueriion ** Thai 
the report be now brought up.** 

Mr. Sheridan declared that coiisideringf the 

Aground of objection upon which he and his honor-* 

able friends had ar&^ued the bill, it was impossible 

for them to suffer the report to be brought up with* 

out a violation of all consistency whatever. 

Mr. Pitt then rose and addressed the house at great length in ^m^ 
port of the bUL In the course of his speech he observeathat mr. 
Sheridan, " in most of whose sfseehes thefr^wasmrnkfamy, ktmassf 
shining wit^ in others very vsgenioits argumentp in all great ew* 
fptence, and in some few truths andjustiee^ had on Wednesday re* 
marked that it was extraordinary that he who had stood up the 
atremtous assertor of the prerogative of the crown, dixndd profess 
Mmsdf an aieaeate for ^ but of rights and the defender of the 
Ubertiesof thepeeple. That he had stood up the strenuous assertar 
of the just and legal prerogatise of the crtfwn when a most darinm 
attempt had been made to invade that prerogative and trample on the 
eonstitutkmatrights of Sis MiHesfy, would ever be his pride and his 
toast; asid he couU not help tninking thai his having do^ 00 h^ns 
meana dismuUsfied hmfrom standisur forward as an advocate for the 
rights and liberties of Ae subject wnen th^ appeared to be at all ta 
wnger/* 

Mr. Shendan. observed that the right honorable 
gentleinaa who spoke last, had beai pleased to 
compliment his fancy, his abilities, and his doquence^ 
but had added, that he seldom employed them 
^tther with reason or truth. He rejected sncfa com- 
pliments with scorn ; assuring the house, that when- 
ever he troubled them, he endeavoured to do it 
consistently, with a most rigid regard to truth and 
justice. He conceived, he might with truth retort 
the accusation on that right honorable gentleman, 
because, if ever there was a person who deserved 
such compliments, that right honorable gentleman 
might advance the most unquestionable claims. No 
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man could be more clear and eloquent when he 
pleased ; no man, when he Mrished to conceal bis 
meaning, could veil it in greater elegance of lan- 
guage, or involve his sentences in a finer diHguise , 
of obscurity, when he wished to conceal that he 
had no meaning at all. The right honorable gen- 
tleman had charged those on that side of the house 
with being enemies to the prerogative of the crown, 
and had asserted his claim at the same time to be 
not only the champion of prerogative, bat the protec* 
tor of privilege. If he meant to call ffentlemea^ 
the enemies of prerogative^ because they were 
not like himsali^ the friends of a dark, concealed, 
and secret band of advisers, who, sculking behind 
the throne,^ were the main spring and source of 
attack upon the constitntion, and of danger to the 
throne itsetf r if he meant, that because tbey ob- 
jected to entrench upon the valued privilege ik that , 
house, and disdained to see the dignity of anothey 
insulted by a mean, gross, and scandalous system of 
transacting public business by whisperiug; if he 
me^emty that because they were not ready unnecessa- 
rily to increase the standing armj by every possiUe 
expedient, tbey were, therefore, enemies to the pre* 
vogative of the crown, tbey were truly so, and they 
gloried in confessing it. Tbey avowed an eternal 
hostility toi a precog]ative so exercised. Bat, ihat 
they were enemies to the just prerogatives, of die 
crown; to those pcerogatives which the constitufcion 
had wisely placed in tbe h^nds of the chief magitf- 
trate> anil the exercise of which tended equallv to 
the honor of the sovereiffiv and the happiness of the 
sublet, he denied. Bua wm ready, however, to 
bear testimony, that, the right honorable gentL»iAA 
was a friend to the prerogative of the ciown, i|id&« 
finitely and implicitiiy, but he did not see how he 
could therefore arrogate to himsdf the praise oC 
being also a friend totbe privikgeaof the people; 1^ 
whose whole p ohticaLli£s.nad bam occupied in attaeki 
npoa those privikgiea. He wha eonuneneed hta ea^ 
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reer in the situation which he then held by a violent 
infringement of the rights of that house : an infringe* 
ment which was followed by adirect attackon the free- 
dom of election. Under the cover of a bill of commer- 
cial regulation, his next measure had been an attack 
upon the privileges of the people of the sister kingdom, 
and this was followed by an experiment on the tem- 
per of the people here, by assisting in the scheme of 
a wild protector to change the constitutional defence 
of the kingdom from a navy to fortifications. Every 
part of his administration had manifested a tendency 
to support and enlarge the just but dangerous pre- 
rog^tives of the crown ; and in particular, he nad 
used every means to augment the standing army ; 
fictitious wants had been pleaded, unknown dang'ers 
had been suggested, and he had but too successmlly 
added to the alaroiing military force of this country, 
both at home and in all its distant colonies ; and too 
successfully, also, endeavoured to bring others than 
the mere military within the bounds of the mutiny 
act. These were the proofs he had given of his 
friendship for the privileges of the people. Such 
bad, nevertheless, been the confidence of that house, 
that, with all these things, they had professed to 
bave faith in his good intentions, and in his regard 
for tbe constitution. He, for his own part, was 
most sincerely desirous that it should be proved, 
that the right honorable gentleman had a true and 
zealous reverence for the constitution. To satisfy 
the mind's taste, and to justify the admiration that 
every one felt for his endowments, it was a matter to 
be eagerly wished, that a gentleman of such bril- 
liant talents should sincerely regard and love that 
constitution to which such talents as his were pecu- 
liarly adapted, and under which alone they could 
fully display themselves. His friends talked much 
of his conscience ; and, fruitful in excuses for the 
.errors of his system^ never failed to say, that he was 
debauched into every iniquity and folly that he 
committed. An honorable gentleman speaking of 
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him, had said, that in his bill he was sure that hi^ 
conscience had been surprised. It was bad advice^ 
and not wicked intention, from which this bill had 
originated. He was not unwilling to give ear to 
this apology. He hoped it was true, and he partly 
believed it. He did not hesitate in agreeing with 
his admirers, that he had people about hira very 
capable of leading him wrong. It was his original 
crime that he had connected himself with those 
from whom no good counsel could come ; and la- 
menting, as they all must do, the consequences of 
his want of vigilance, and the misfortunes of his 
connections, it was earnestly to be wished, that his 
conscience would either keep a better look-out, or 
that he would keep better company. 

His right honorable friend, Mr. Sheridan said, on 
this occasion, had obtained a most complete triumph. 
Dvery part of his India system was now demon- 
strated to be just, and in nothing was it more truly 
justified, than in the attack which the right honor- 
able gentleman had made on him that night. In 
the very moment that he was vehemently arraign* 
ing his right honorable friend for the bill which he 
had brought into the house four years ago, a bill lay 
on the table which went .ten times farther in all the 
points which he at the same time affected to con- 
demn. There was something very singular in the 
whole of the right honorable gentleman's conduct 
on this occasion* He had begun his speech with 
talking of the magnitude and importance of the bill 
on the table; of that very bill with which he had 
originally stolen in upon the house, without expla- 
nation, without speaking of its dangers, and without 
giving any notice of its magnitude. He had pro- 
cured it to be read a first and second time ; but 
being caught in the fact, and finding his arm ar- 
rested, and himself discovered : seeing, that notonlv 
the gentlemen on that side of the house, but on all 
sides, had taken the alarm, then he came forward, 
and talked of the danger with which the bill was 
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pregnant, humbly requesting tiiat it might be 
checked nnd guarded in erery possible shape* 
' The bill, with all its terrors, its arrogance, and its 
evils, came first, but the checks came bebindt by 
y, way of rider ; — ^prerogative foremost, the consUtu* 
tion in the rear. The right honorable gentleman^s 
great argument was, that his bill did not, like that 
of a right honorable gentleman (Mr. Fox) assume 
the patronage of India. That it did not take the 
power of appointing was certain, and never denied; 
out while it conveyed the power of recalling in all 
cases where the appointment was not made with 
their approbation, the only difference was, that the 
patronage in the one case was possessed under cover, 
and without responsibility ; in the other it was open 
and avowed. In all the great features of the present 
bill, and in much more the present doctrines, were 
the same as those which his right honorable iriend 
had asserted in 1784. The great difference was, 
that this bill added to the system a measure which 
he should soon explain, and which broke through 
every principle of the constitution, and was in every 
shape alarming to the people of this country. 

But mark, continued Mr. Sheridan, the modest 
assumption of the Board of Control ! The revenues 
of India amount to nine or ten millions a year, and 
the Board of Control desire that a declaratory bill 
may pass to give them the unlimited power, not 
enly to collect, but to appropriate the whole sum as 
they may think fit. Tne only security was to be 
the virtue and integrity of the man. Was that a 
sufficient security ? — ^Any person capable of asking 
from an enlightened people so much power must be 
mady and consequently not capable of applying it 
with sound reason to a good end. But^ said the 
right honorable gentleman, jud^e of vis by experi- 
ence. Have we not chosen a Lord Comwalhs, a 
Sit Archibald Campbell, and a General Meadows ; 
and can there be danger in trusting power in such 
hands P— Arguing in that way, what did it impose 
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on tbftt house ?--^That tibej were to fit every man 
out with power in proportion to his character. That 
was to be the slop-shop for Indian governors ; they 
were to gtve to one man the flowing robes of impe« 
rial clespotism, and to another the short skirts of U^^^ 
mited monarchy. The constitution of England 
must not trust to such means of safety ; and in ar« 
guing about principles, they must not think of men. 
He averred^ that the bill gave the Board of Control 
the power of appropriating the revenues of the com* 
pany to what purposes they pleased; and they 
might put SOO^OOOZ. at discretion into their own 
pockets, or those of their friends. They had the 
power of uncontrolled corruption. They might sub* 
sidize the court of Poonah. They might take into 
their pav 20,000 Mahratta horse ; they might anni- 
hilate the commerce of the company ; and all this 
they might do by means of this declaratory bill. 

The bill of his right honorable friend had been 
said to erect a monster unknown to the constitution, 
becaase a noble Lord (Earl Fitzwilliam) and the. 
seven commissioners were invested with certain 
powers. Compare the powers of that board with 
the powers of tnis. Lord Fitzwilliam and the com- 
missioners could not send forth a dispatch; Uiey 
could neither declare war nor makepeace in India ; 
they could neither subsidize Pocmah, nor entertain a 
bock of Mahratta horse, without having the pleasure 
of tne ^ing signified through the medium of the Se- 
cretary of State. The board of control could do all 
this* They could declare war; they could make 
peace; they could enter into subsidiary treaties 
with the princes of India ; they could collect all the 
revenuei^ of the company; and they could apply 
them to what purpose they pleased, without the con- 
sent of the King. Mr. Sheridan i>ut this in various 
points of view, and then came to animadvert on what 
Mr. Pitt had said with regard to the bill of 1784 not 
being made on a compact with the company. Mr. 
Sheridan averred, that the whole of the bul was made 
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tvith the declared consent of the court of directors. 
The minister had stood upon that compact, had 
pleaded their approbation as a matter of argument, 
and it was passed into a law clearly on the ground 
of compact and consent. But now the right honor- 
able gentleman wished to violate the engagement, 
and to avoid the ignominy of having broken a solemn 
bargain. 

Upon this occasioUi Mr. Sheridan added, that he 
should beg leave to submit to the feelings of the 
house, whether what they had seen that day ought 
not to convince them of the error into which they had 
fallen, of acting upon confidence ? The minister 
( had at length taught them, that to suspect him was 
their duty, and they saw that it was only by so doing, 
that they could faithfully discharge the trust reposed 
in them; for they saw that not being able to ac- 
complish his design, but being detected, he now 
came forward apparently desirous to receive count- 
ed, and to embrace instruction. 
Mr, Pitt and Mr. Dimdas having spoken, 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right honor- 
able gentleman had given him no answer; and added, 
that he questioned him about power ; but, could get 
no reply which did not exclusively relate to patron- 
age. He spoke about the constitution, and the 
right honorlEtble and learned gentleman gave an an- 
swer concerning cotton. In short, he positively 
evaded the request that he would define his own 
power. 

At length the question being put, the house divided; ayes (for 
iringmg up the report) 182 ; noes 115. 



March 10. 



REGIMENTS SENT AND DESTINED FOB THE 
EAST-INDIES. 

Mr. Shebidan desired, that he might be per- 
mitted earnestly to call upon the house to meet with 
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jealous iand with strict attention the circumsftmces 
Q^er which the four new rejo^ments were to be sent 
to India. In the course of the discussion lately 
brought forward on the propriety of that measure, 
it had been stated as the intention, and as part of 
the system of ministry, to increase the number of 
king's troops in India. Now he believed it to be a 
fact, which he should be able to prove, that orders 
were actually sent out to reduce the establishment 
of the five regiments already in India, at the very 
time that it was proposed to send out these four new 
regiments. Gentlemen might start at the assertion ; 
but he believed the papers he was going to move for 
would justify what lie advanced. 

In August, 1787, the directors of the East-India 
Company had applied for leave to recruit the troops 
on their own establishment in India, which by law 
they could not do without His Majesty's permis* 
sion. This leave had been withholden, from Au- 
gust to November, until the moment of alarm had 
arrived; when the directors, unable to recruit 
their own troops, in consequence of the delay, with 
that dispatch the emergency seemed to require, 
were prevailed upon to accept of these regiments. 
One reason assigned for withholding the permission 
to recruit the company's troops, was, because they 
would not consent to have their recruits inspected by 
one of His Majesty's general officers. If any per- • 
son had advised Ens Majesty to insist on having the 
recruits so inspected ; he haa advised him to insist on 
what by law he was not entitled to enforce, ev^n if 
the company had consented. 

The five regiments now in India, when they ^em- 
barked in March 1783, consisted of one thousand 
rank and file each, besides the recruiting compa- 
nies which were left in England. There was no 
reason for saying that these companies were not 
folly adequate to the purpose of rMTuiting the regi- 
ments to which they belonged, anV of keeping them 
VLp to the full establishment on which they had been 

vol.. II. e 



18 [march T,' 

»entf>trtj fortheV had already sent ottt s^cn hutt- 
Sred redruits. And yfet, at the very moment of 
alarm, when the directof s, undet the idiea of sudden 
emergency, agreed to accept of the fdur new regi- 
ments, orders had been sent out for reducing the five 
reghnents in India to seven hundred pritates each, 
vrithotit any reduction of the commissioned officers ; 
and this too, when the minister was disputing with 
the company, that according to the act of 1781, 
they must pay two lacks of rupees for each regiment* 
of king'^ troops in India; whilst the directors con- 
tended that they ought to pay only in proportion to 
the number of effective men in each. Mr. Sheridan 
now moved, that there be laid before the house, 

'* A copy of the establishment of the several rfegi- 
ifients of His Majesty*s forces on their embarking 
for the East-Indies, in March 1783, with a copy of 
the orders given in August, 1787, for the reduction 
of the establishment of the said regiments. 

** Copies of the last returns of the four regiments 
destined for the East-Indies ; together With copies 
Cff their recruiting orders. 

" A copy of the tast application to His Majesty, 
for his royal licence to recruit the regiments abroad' 
belonging to the East-India company; with the 
answer thereto.'* 

The papers were ordered. 



' \ \ i rf \ 



March 11. 

BILL. TO ENABLE HIS MAJEStT TO LIC*NCE' 
THE rfiRPOR:MANCES AT SABLERS* WELLS. 

' Mr. Lsd^ke br&i^ht in tkim hiHr the same was read afirA 
time* 

• Mr. SHERiDAN remarked; that he had consented! 
to the bill being read a fitst time, because it was: 
really his wish, that the house should have an op-* 
portumty to consider the matter fairly, and to un- 
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derstand what was dettiainded ffoin tbetfi. Witfc 
iPegard to th6 petitions for th6 bill, and the iiHega- 
tions stated by them with respect to the farg-d priced? 
paid f6f the purchase of their shdtes of the property 
of Sadl^rs' Wells, by Messrs. Wroughton ahd Arw 
nold; if the house could, with any sfort of consiist* 
ency, do any thing to prevent their snstaining* a lote^ 
no man in that hoase would g^o farther than he 
vi^ould ; he wished them to be dealt with as liberally 
and as handsomely as possible, because he wa$l 
ready to admit, that the case of Sadlers' Wells? 
$tood upon very different g'rolinds indeed from thati 
of the Royalty Theatre, which bad lately been be- 
fore the house. That was a scheme set up upon 
false pretences, and supported by a conspiracy oi 
justi(*es of the peace, to defeat the laW, which they 
were bound, by their oath, to execute. The present 
application came forward in a decent mannef, ahd^ 
according to the practice he had ever wished to be 
pursued, when he knew more of what was going orf 
with respect to the tli^atres thari he did at present ; 
having, long sinfce, entrusted hiis interest in them to 
the management and care of others in whom he had 
reason to place confidence. Mr. Sheridan wished 
such an application to be liberally considered, and 
that the legal monopolists might not stand on theii* 
rights too strictly. He had ever been, and he trusted 
that he ever sbodid be found, an enemy to any thing 
like opjM'fesSion in any matter, great or small ; arid, 
on the present occasion, he cbiifessed that the ap- 
prehertisions of 6ther people interested in the rights, 
supposed to be attacked by the bill in question. 
Went beyond his own ; but it was, however, to b^ 
remembered, that those apprehensions reMdd to d 
property, upon which, taking the two winter thefetrei 
only, a sum littlef short of two hundred thousand 
pounds had been embarked. He felt it, therefordi 
nis duty to endeavour to prbffect tHbsfe rights ac- 
cording to their ideas of th'^ injui'y they nlight stis*^ 
taia, and not according to ariy ttic^ indtd^iit way^ 

C2 
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pf considering the subject, \vbich he might himself 
have entertained. Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to 
mrgue on the nature of the present application. The 
proprietors of Sadlers' WelU had declared in their 
case, that the cause of their application for a hill to 
enable His Majesty to grant them a licence to con* 
i^inue the entertainments of Sadlers* Wells as here- 
tofore, was, that " the proprietoi*s of the winter 
theatres had lately instituted suits at law, not only 
figainst the last newly erected theatre, but intended 
to commence suits and prosecutions against all others 
indiscriminately." To his own personal knowledge 
^Mr. Sheridan said) that inference was wholly un- 
founded; and the proprietors of Sadlers* Wells 
kpew it to be groundless; — there was no intention 
to proceed against them, or to molest them in any 
way whatsoever. In another instance also, the case 
of the proprietors of Sadlers* Wells was fallaciously 
stated. They told the house that they came there 
only to ask that they might be legally enipowered 
to continue the^r performances as usual. That was 
not the fact ; because what they asked for was a 
monopoly, as appeared clearly from a view and 
examination of the different parts of their case. 
There was some degree of unfairness also in their 
mode of reasoning against others, who stood in a 
similar predicament. Speaking for themselves, 
they saidy '^ that doubts may arise, whether in strict 
construction of law, their performances might be, 
strictly and minutely, within the letter of their 
licence ;*' but when they spoke of the riding-schools, 
the Circus, and the new set of competitors, they 
stated them as performing in defiance of known 
laws, upon the authority of musical licences only ; 
whereas their own licence contained not a letter of 
power more than the licences of their adversaries 
which they reprobated ; the onlv difference being 
that the one was granted by the Surrey justices, 
and the other by those of Middlesex. From this it 
appeared, nay indeed they avowed it, that their ob* 
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ject was monopoly, and not licence ; and the horise 
could ^ant them no relief according to their own 
statement, anless they put down all similar places, 
and shut their doors in future against all similar ap- 
plications. Their claim to the preference might or 
might not be well founded ; but he could not but 
think that places of similar amusement under the 
Surrey licences, would afterwards come with a pretty 
strong case to parliament for an equal indulgence ; 
and that it would be an odd reason to give for re^ 
fusing their requests, that the proprietors of Sad- 
dlers' Wells had the merit of transgressing the law 
first, and had therefore received a protection from 
the legislature, to which those who had only follovi^ed 
their example were entitled. This, however, was 
a matter for parliament to consider. If they chose 
to grant the preference, and to establish the mono- 
poly which the present bill aimed at, and as a mat- 
ter of regulation and policy to stop there, the pro- 
prietors of the winter theatres would have little to 
complain of; for, he took it for granted, that certain 
alterations would be made in the bill, and that no 
part of the new powers would be suffered to entrench 
in the least on the rights of the winter patents, either 
as to season or the species of performances. Mr. 
Sheridan concluded with observing, that the winter 
theatres had a right to complain a little of those who 
had brought in the bill. The petition had been be- 
fore the house nearly two months, and yet the bill 
had not been brought in till just at the last moment, 
close upon the commencement of the Sadlers* Wells 
season, in order that its near approach might be used 
as an argument, and. in order that it might come 
into discussion at a time when the winter proprietors 
could not so well be heard against it by their coun- 
sely if they should judge that measure necessary. 
He should on that account, notwithstanding the sur- 
prise that had been attempted on the house, move, 
*^ that the second reading of the bill be postponed 
to Friday, the 4th of April/' 
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ftr. Ladbroke anmctred^ that Aftht mccndteaiing ma put off till 
JFridny the 4faoJ Api'il, some afhU most projitabk part of the .S<irf- 
leri* Wells season would have elapsed brfore the bill could be decided 
upon ; he therefore moved to insert the words ** Tuesday neacV' in the 
moHon, by way of amendment. 
' Tlfe hiifse di^^d^ ayes for the Mh of April 49 \ noesZ^. 

MUTINY BILL. 

The carder pf the day t for going into a committee upon the muting 
an, was veaA Upon coming to the clause respecting the train of 
artillery, the surveyor of the ordnance. Captain Luttrell, moved 
Several amendments, to baring the riyal engineers, and the corps of 
artificers u;ithi^ the operation of the bill, 

Mr. Sheridan renewed his arguments against 
putting" the corps of artificers under martial 
Jaw; contending, that if once the principle of 
convenience and expediency should be adopted 
as a justification of extending martial law, instead 
of the old and true principle of necessity, there was 
lio saying to what an extent it might be pushed. If 
it were proper to put the corps of artihcers under 
inartial law, it might with equal, and even greater 
propriety, be argued, that the dockmen should be 
put under martial law. Mr. Sheridan reasoned 
upon the effects of such a measure; and said, that it 
in]ght be proper at Gibraltar, in a garrison, or in a 
camp ; but that there could not exist a reason for 
puttmg ^ corps of artificers under martial law at 
home. He shewed, that it was neither likely, on 
\]fle one hand, to make them better workmen ; nor, 
on the other^ to improve them as soldiers j and he 
declared, he would take the sense of the committee 
Vpon the question of amendment. 

, The h^^ dmdf^d, ^p$ (fox ttf amv^dw^l^) 4? ; ^W (v)ith Mr. 
Shfridan) 20) - • / r 

^AftCH 12. 
MtTTINY BILL. 

Mr. ^/f ^ S«'flMS*f YP f^ ^9^^ ^ ^ cof^fPiiUffi o^ <Ae ^ipdir^ 
hilt; arid on ike reading The clause for incorporating the n^ioly" 
raised corps of military artificers^ 
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the object of it to be m importanti that he ims 4e« 
termined to oppose snoh an innovation in every 
stage^ and to take the sense of the house cgi;^- 
^^eraing its al»r.ia)ag teadency. Mr. Sheridaji 
stated his objectioii to the adoption of the new pritt*- 
ciple of expe^ency and economy, (the more dan- 
gerous iDecause the mor^e plausible,) instead of the 
old principle of defence and actual necessity. The 
right honorable gentleman, . he thought, did not 
seem to have a right feeling for the fundamentaji 
principles of the constitution. He had been too ap|: 
to lend himself to every project of his colleagues j 
and to think his office was merely that of furnish*- 
jng defences of the measures of other men, clothed 
in fine language. The present measure had been 
brought forward upoq the specious pretence of eco- 
nomy — a plan that ought ever to be cautiously ad- 
jnittedf when, under it, the greatest evils might 
.be sustained. If the present measure should be 
a,dopted, it would be laying a ground for the nioi^ 
ajarpaing and dangerous consequences. The army 
was increasing in every part of the globe, at the 
moment it should seem most unnecessary ; and, at 
the moment when it was stated that the glory of 
Great Britain was in its utmost splendor, and itjs 
.power unrivs^Ued. In proportion as peace was^ de- 
elared to be secure, the country was called on to 
increase its expense. 

. The h(4$9e dMded; ayes 114 ; nMi 67/ 

[wa^Ony^ QJA fSB ipSCLARATOBY EAST INPUl 

r Vpm thM reoommeneemeni cf thb Mh on the lOih; Mf* "P^i 
moved fMfVfrai phm^s :-^ThefirU um to limit. the nifmt^erjoffmeei: 
for tbfi pofflnent of whiahf the convwsioners for iha Botjaridaf 
Control were empowered t^ issue their orders to 8045 men of, I^ 
Mqfestj^s iroopit; and l%^06 of the European forces in the <f(Wl- 
pawf'e eermce.'^The eecotUd lOas, to prevent their eneretsing iMe 
4$t(^Uehe4 8ptsir» of every ^«fr m the eervioe ef the e^mpMf^ 
fnle$i euih incmf^shg^k^be^ffofosedh^ the. dkeciiBf^iL fndi^ 
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hrf&re hath homu tf prnVsmaa^F^The ttM imi, I0 prevent the 
tommieeUMers firmn erdtring ike fo^fment ef mg ogtraardiMay 
altewtmce to at^ person on account of tervica perfanntd in India ; 
except, as is excepted in the preceding clause, — 7a« fourth and last 
teas, to ohlig:e the directors to lay ammalfy before parUaaseni^ an 
accamnt of Ske produce of all their revenues, smd of their dUdnarve- 

On the \2th the house proceeded to recannier the report ef the 
HIL jifter wmnif members had ^9ohen, 

Mr. Sheridan declared himself surprised, 
that the noble lord, (Mulgrave) though one 
of the Board of Control, bad not said one word 
on the subject, which concerned that Board more 
immediately; but had confined himself merely to 
abusing his right honorable friend's (Mr. Pox's) 
bill. The noble lord had turned a deaf ear to the 
earnest appeal of his right honorable colleague 
(Mr. Dundas;) and though twice called to by 
the Speaker, in the course of a former debate, had 
chosen to remain silent, till his right honorable 
friend had been called upon to say a few words 
in reply to an attack on bis bill, founded in mis- 
representation. The noble lord had then observed, 
as it were to himself, ** this is the fit time for me 
to speak ; now V\\ rise and take my share of the 
debate." The noble lord had accordingly risen; 
and after having advanced what he thought pro- 
• pert by way of aggravating and inflaming the 
false colouring put upon his right honorable >friend*js 
bill, he sat down; declaring there were other 
matters of which he meant to have taken notice, 
but that they were as well let alone; — meaning, 
undoubtedly, the conduct of the Board of Con* 
trot; the members of which collected themselves 
together in such a state of perfect harmoDy! Mr. 
8heridnn declared, no man had more personal 
^spect for the noble lord than himself, as fne noble 
lord well knew; but he could not help remarking 
so singular a circumstance as that which he bad 
noticed. Having, therefore done with that, he 
would proceed to say a word or two upon some 
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matters that had dropped from the two honorable 
and learned gentlemen, (Mr. Adams ahd Mr. 
• Scott) who had taken part in the debate, relative 
to the administration of Lord North. One of 
them, (Mr. Scott) the honorable and learned gentle- 
man who spoke latest in the debate, after an ex- 
planatory Avord or two had said^ <* but that admi- 
nistration is no more, and de mortuis nit nisi honumy 
(The other honorable and learned gentleman had 
forgotten the proverb; and so far from speaking 
nothing but good of the dead, had profusely 
poured forth his gratitude to his right honor<able 
friend, for having been the persevering and suc- 
cessful instrument of extirpating that administra- 
tion. The house would please to observe, the 
word extirpate, which the honorable and learned 
gentleman had chosen to use so emphatically, was 
a word, that, in two languages, bore two interpre- 
tations, very opposite to each other in their import. 
They had lately been told, the house would re- 
collect, in Persian, to extirpate, signified '< to 
change from one situation to a better." Whether 
that was the sense in which the honorable and 
learned gentleman meant to use it, he knew 
not ; but certainly, though several persons, formerly, 
connected with Lord l^orth, and in office under 
him, had possessed situations of high rank, great 
power, great patronage, and great emolument j 
they were now changed into better situations, and 
were in places of higher rank, greater power, larger 
and more extrusive patronage, and infinitely greater 
emolument. It was evident, therefore, that the 
de mortuis did not Itpply ; all the members of Lord 
North's administration not being dead, but many 
of them, as the house saw, alive and merry at that 
moment. Mr. Sheridan next proceeded to remai^, 
that an honorable and learned gentleman had 
thought proper to call Lord North's a weak — a 
servile, and a corrupt administration; a charge 
which an honorable and learned friend of his mA 
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repelled with eqo^l eloquen^ce and. al;)ility. . What^ 
ever there Jiad been of servility apd corruptness in 
Lord ^North's administrfitioi)^ th^e honorable and 
learned gentlem^n^ over the way^ might best learn 
by enquiring of those about him. Evident it mu^t 
be» 00 part Qf those base passions was ipaputable 
to such friends of Lord North, as sat on the side 
of the house on which he stood. They had been 
put to the severest test ; ^axd to their eternal bopor, 
they had evinced their steadiness, and truth, in the 
hour of the severest trial ! When the ends of ser- 
vility and corruption were impossible to be an- 
swered, they had most manifested their affection 
.to Lord North's person; and their consciousness 
that whatever there might be of servility and cor^- 
ruption among his acSierents, he was himself a 
'Stranger to the existence of either; and instead of 
meanly deserting his party, when he was unfor- 
tunately least capable of appearing as its leader; 
their attachment, so far from diminishing, strength- 
ened with his infirmities, and grew with his 4ecay. 
Had it been possible (but he knew he was putting 
an impossible case) for. those friends of Lord North 
tko have remained silent^ when he was attacked 
so illiberally and unfairly as he had been that day^ 
not only when he w^s absent, but wh^n the very 
cause of that phsen^e. woujd h^ve operated on the 
^lind of every man who made the slightest preten- 
sions to either taste or feeling, to have made him 
abstain from any thing which w^ri^ the appearance 
even, of severity of animadversion on the conduct of 
a minister, who, it ought to be remembered^ had 
never denied his responsibility, ppr desired to .shun 
enquiry. Those who thought prpp^r to act so un- 
warrantably, might rest assuredt. that there were 
anough of those whom the nob)§ lord bad connected 
himself with, who we&ild j^tand up in his defence, 
and shield his character from tbose upjust aspersions 
9vhich were so extremely illiberal. Mr* Sl^r^daa 
replied to the remark of Mr. HardiRg]p».,yponhj^ 
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having^ termed the clamor, occasioned by the gross 
misrepresentations of bis right honorable friend*s 
bill, which had gone forth, a senseless yell ; and, in 
answer to the insinuation that he had any where 
declared, that he had advised his right honorable 
friend against the measure ; he begged leave to deny 
having evbr given 8uch advice, lie had differed 
with bis right honoraMe friend as to the mode of 
doing it; but as to the measure itself, he had ever 
considered it as vise and manly ; such as the nature 
of the case, and the necessity of it absolutely re- 
qui.r'ed ; having been uniformly of opinion, that his 
right honorable friend would have acted inconsist- 
ently and idly, had he not gone the fuU length of 
the evils to be remedied, lie declared, that the 
4>iU thru before the house, bad sufficiently esta« 
blished the propriety of his right honorable friend's 
bill, and proved the folly of the clamor that bad 
been set up against it. Mr. Sheridan observed, 
that an honorable and learned friend (Mr. Scott) 
had quoted Home hooks, which he himself had atated 
to be bod authorities, to prove that his honorable 
friend hud said in 1783, what he had never uttered. 
Such books certainly were not to be relied on with 
any great degree of confidence ; but there was to 
be found in those very books, a report of part of a 
speech of tlie honorable and learned gentleman, in 
support of the veracity of which his recollection 
bore testimony, as be could declare, upon his honor, 
he well remembered it to hi^ve happened as it was 
there stated ; viz. that when the idea, of its being 
the design of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
dissolve the parliament, had been in discussion in 
that house, the honorable and learned gentleman 
had stood up, and assured the house, that the right 
honomble gentleman had no such unoonstitqtional 
purpose (as he had termed it) in view ; pledginff 
himself to be the first man to come forward and 
move an impeachment, if the right honorable miw- 
tl^inan should tak§ a step of such a Aftui^. The 
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step, they all knew, had been taken ; and it was 
equally well known, that the honorable and learned 
gentleman had not moved the impeachment. 
He well remembered the argmnents urged at the 
bar of the house, with so much eloquence, by 
the honorable and learned gentleman, who had 
that day attacked the bill of his right honorable 
friend. He well remembered, also, a quotation, 
which the honorable and learned gentleman had 
applied in the course of his argument, and which 
at the time had made a great impression on 
the house. Had not the honorable and learned 
gentleman been in parliament, and had he been 
employed on this occasion as counsel for the East^ 
India Company, he would doubtless have used the 
same argument, and the same quotation as the lat- 
ter, with peculiar force, applied to the right honor- 
able gentleman, who had introduced the bill then 
upon the table. Mr. Sheridan here read the quota- 
tion, and then added, that as the honorable and 
learned gentleman, and many others on the same 
side of the house, had spoken in terms of great 
reprobation and severity of his right honorable 
friend's bill, he had a right to contend, that they 
well knew it did not deserve what they had said 
of it ; or that if they thought it did deserve what 
they said of it, they had by their actions and their 
conduct contradicted their sentiments. Mr. She- 
ridan explained this by asking, if the majority of 
that house really thought his right honorable friend, 
himself, and ail their friends, men of such principles 
as they ascribed to the authors and supporters of 
Mr. Fox's East-India bill; it was likely that they 
would since have raised them to a rank of sucn 
exaltation and honor, of such high trust and confi- 
dence, as to have entrusted them with the conduct 
and management of a cause, in which the glory 
and fame of the nation, the honor of His Majesty, 
and the lustre of his crown, ihe dignity of both 
hoi:(ses of parliament, and the justice of the legist 
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latare, were deeply interested and involved ? Wonld 
the bouse have nonored them with so extraor- 
dinary^ so delicate, and so distinguished a mark of 
their confidence, if they had been enemies to the 
constitution — violaters of the law — and persons who 
treated the private rights of individuals with levity 
and indifference. The reverse must be the fact; and to 
assert otherwise would be to libel the house of com- 
mons, and vilify it in the grossest manner. In that 
trust, his right nonorable friend, and all who shared 
the trust with them, possessed the highest power, 
and the most dignified patronage; they had the 

})ower of retrieving the national character, and estab- 
ishing, beyond all question, its title to be con« 
sidered as the impartial dispenser of justice ; they 
held the patronage of protecting the innocent, — of 
punishing the guilty ! An ofiice of the highest ho- 
nour had thus been bestowed on his right honorable 
friend, an ofiice of a far different nature, and more 
congenial to his feelings, than that which had been 
bestowed on the right honorable gentleman opposite 
to him. To use influence and prostitute power was 
as suitable to the temper of the one, as to do justice 
and avenge the injured, was congenial to the senti- 
ments ot the other. Long, therefore, might his 
right honorable friend continue so employed, a 
stranger to courts and all their vicious delusions. 

The heuie afterwards divided on the motion, ** That this biU he 
engrossed/^ ayes 210; noet 122. 



March 13. 
MUTINY BTI.I4. 



The order of the day betngmovedfor the third reading of this ML 
Mr. Hussey otffected to that part of the clause which respected the 
new corps of military artificers, mr. Pitt reminded the house that 
the question now before them was, whether the bill should be read a 
third time: when that was, done, then would be the proper season 
Jfor the honorable mendfer to come forward with any motion he might 
have to propose relative to the corps of military artificers* 
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Mr. Sheriitan cobsWered the clause as inTolv^* 
ing a very important coDstitati6nal question, and 
therefore he wished it to be poertrponed until the 
mbrrdw, that gentlemen might have an opportmaity 
of considering it with that attentive deliberation 
which it really merited. The question put by thd 
bdnorable gentleman (Mr. Hussey) whether the 
artificers had yet been enlisted and att^&t^d as 
idoldieris, had not been answered. And, as he con- 
ceiyed that it was very material to the discussidn of 
the clause in dispute^ be trusted that some gehtle- 
man on the other side of the house would condescend 
to reply to it. 

The question having been put and carried, that the bill be read a 
third time» the Speaker informed the house that it was now the tim^ 
to move any amendment on the hilL Mr, Hussey then moved, " That 
the clause for subjecting the artijicets to notary discipHHe, he left 
inltr 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he could not avoid 
reprobating the very dangerous doctrine laid down 
by the honorable and learned gentleman (Sir Charles 
Gould*). If it be true (continued he) that the King 
• can raise any number of troops without the consent 
of parliament; or, what is the same thing, not 
voted by parliament, he is then independent of par- 
liament as long- as he has money to pay those troops. 
Mr. Sheridan denied that any such power could be 
executed by the King on constitutional principles. 
He maintained, that every man wlio exceeded the 
number limited by the mutiny bill, did not come 
under the mutiny act ; nor, consequently, under 
military law. He took notice of (what he described 
as) the singular manner in which the warrant di- 
rected the men to be attested, that if they were not 
found to be good carpenters, nmsons, bricklayers, 
collar-makers, miners, &c. of which the noble duke 

** Sir Charles, previous to the question on thcj third reading of 
the bill being put, asserted Ihe right of His Miajesty to leVy ttoo^i 
on the faith of their being afterwards sanctioned by PattiaDient« 



(Richmond) was to be tfie sole judge, they miffht" 
be reduced at his pleasure from, ninepence to six- 
pence per day. It wai» stated also, in the warrant,* 
that those men were to be employed on the fortifi- 
cations. Considering the noble duke's passion for 
military projects, the house ought to be watchful of 
every opportunity which he might embrace of gra-- 
tifying his favorite pursuit ; and he would no doubt* 
employ these six hundred men, as he did the con- 
victs, on a principle of economy. 

Mr. Hessey's amendment was negatived without a division. 



March 14, 
I>15€IiAKATORY EAST INDIA BILIi. 

Mr, Pitt moved the order of the day for the third reading of 
this bill, and the question having been put ** That the bill be now 
read a third timft,'* a long discussion ensued; the question being 
ealledfor, the house divided, ayes {for reading the bill a third time) 
127; woc»73. 

Mr. Shbridak begged leave to submit to the 
house a clause, by way of rider, which he proposed 
to bring up and annex to the bill. The object of 
the clause was to limit the duration of the Board of 
Control, and confine it to the period of the charter's 
existence. Mr. Sheridan justified his moving a 
clause by way of rider, by the frequent example of 
the other side of the house ; and said, that it was 
extremely necessary that the company, when their 
charter ex;pired and deprived them of their exclu- 
sive monopoly of trade, should not any longer be 
liable to the superintendance of the Board of Con- 
trol. He read the clause to the house, and moved' 
for leave to bring it up. 

The question having beefi put from the chair, Mr. Pitt declared 
that he felt himself under the necessity of resisting the motiok ; be- 
cause, in thefirgt place, it was wholly unnecessary, as the Board of 
Control attached solely on the civil and military government ef India, 
and not upon the commerce of the Company^ Mesidee, whenever' the' 
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ehmier rf the Company expired, if U tkauU net he deemed proper 
or admuMe to renew it for a fresh term of yeare, the then runei 
ritnation of the company would necesearify prove a crrcumetunce to 
he discuised in that house, and a cirewsutance for parliament to act 
tioon* It was, therefore, highly improper to anticipate any one of 
the questions then to he hroughi into agitation. Besides, as far, as 
he amid collect the wording of the clause, as the honorahk gentle* 
man had read it, notwithstanding hu reflections on the inaccuracy 
of hills and clauses proposed hy him, and those on his nde of the 
mouse, it appeared to oe imperfectly drawn. {Mr. Sheridan expres- 
sing some surprise at this) The Chancellor of the Exchequer asked, if 
the necessary negative words " and no longer," were inserted in it. 
Upon the whole, he considered the clause as useless, and rather cat- 
eulated to convey an insinuation on the whole HU, than to answer any 
fit or necessary purpose. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that it was, undoubtedly, 
peculiarly becoming the other side of the house to 
stand upon verbal precision, when they themselves 
were so remarkably inattentive to that particular. 
The words " and no longer,'* were, it was true, 
omitted in the clause, as he supposed, through the 
mere error of the engrossing clerk; — the error 
was easily set right. But, from the whole of the 
right honorable gentleman^s speech, it was clear 
that he was utterly ignorant of every part and 

Principle of his own bill: — an ignorance which he 
ad manifested all through the proceeding. The 
Board of Control had already extended their in- 
terference to the commercial concerns of the com* 
pany. In illustration of the Nabob of Arcot, with 
which, through a false and forced construction of a 
treaty, the Board of Control had interfered, and 
unjustly arranged them. Another illegal interference 
was in the aftair of the claim made upon the com* 
pany by government, on account of the two lacks 
per regiment. The Court of Directors had desired 
time to inquire whether they stood indebted to go- 
vernment or not. They had laid the case before 
their counsel, and his answer had been, that the 
demand was illegal. They then said, that they 
would write to their servants in India, and get an 
exact account of the subject matter of that claim. 
They prepared the dispatches accordingly, and sent 
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them to the Board of Control. The right honorable 
gentleman then went, in his capacity of first in 
the commission, and there altered the company's 
dispatches ; making the directors mistake their own 
accounts, and put them into such a form as must 
defeat the object of their inquiry in India. 

After farther conversation the question was put on the motion, 
•* That the clause be Ifrought up" and it passed in the negative. 

The Speaker next put the question " That the hill do now pass." 

Mr. Fox now adverted to the questions that had, in the course of 
the debateSy been so often stated relative to the interference of the 
Board of Control in the commercial concerns of the company^ and 
which he said, had never received any other reply, than such as was 
an insult and a mockery to common sense, yr the ri^ht honorable 
gentleman did not chuse to give any intelligible answer, the house 
would form its oum conclusion on his silence. 

Mr. Dundas admitted, that the Board of Control had no legal 
authority whatever to interfere in any manner in the commercial 
concerns of the company; and he was equally ready to admit that 
the Court of Directors had no legal authoiHty whatever to send out 
dispatches to India through the medium of their secret committee. 
Having made both these admissions, he acknowledged^ that the Court 
of Directors, wishing to take the cotton trade on the coast of Bom^ 
bay into the company* s own hands, in order to supply their China 
trade from Bengal; and knowing that the success of their design dc' 
pended on secrecy, and that if they sent their dispatches from the 
secret committee, taking upon themselves, at the same time, the re- 
sponsibility of the measure, which they were aware was illegal. 
Undef' these circumstances, the dispatch came to the Board of Control, 
signed by the chairman and Mr. Manship, a gentleman certainly 
not extremely friendly to the board ; and the board became, if tha 
house chose so to phrase it, blind instruments in the hands of the Court 
of Directors, and subscinbed their signatures to the dispatch. This 
was the whole of that transaction. The Board of Control neither 
suggested the measure, nor took any other part in the affair than he 
had stated. 

Mr. Fox ansivered, that from what the right honorable gen- 
tleman had stated, the Board of Control, it was evident, had 
acted illegally ; because, if they had not lent their authority in 
the case in question, the dispatches could not have been sent to India, 
through the unlawful medium of the secret committee. Mr. Fox 
took occasion, in the course of his speech, to observe, that the omiS" 
sion of the words " and no longer," really proved, upon inquiry, 
to have been a mere clerical error, as the words were in his lionorable 
friend* s manuscript, which he was ready to produce. 

Mr. Sheridan denied that the right honorable 

VOL. II. J> 



34 [afrii. 18, 

^entl^man opposite him bad given a true account 
of the transaction. The Board of Control had done 
more than the right honorable gentleman had de- 
scribed. They had not acted as blind instruments^ 
but as beings perfectly possessed of sights They 
had altered the dispatch, by omitting a sentence^ 
(which Mr. Sheridan read.) Mr. Sheridan added, 
that^ as all hope of defeating the bill was then over, 
he would not trouble the house any more than 
merely to take five minutes of their time in reading 
a statement of the different characters of the two 
India bills; a matter the more necessary, since, in 
the whole course of the debates, the bill of his right 
honorable friend appeared to have been much mis- 
understood. Mr. Sheridan here proceeded to read 
the paper at length. When he was about half 
through, he was interrupted by 

Sir Robert Smyth, who denred to know the authority if the 
paper; and whether it was an extract Jrom a pamphlet, or a more 
auiheniic document* If it wei*e the latter, it might he laid on the 
table and printed for the use of the members. 

The »peaker declared that the honorable gentleman was perfectly 
V in order to read the paper as part of his speech. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had before stated, that the 
paper was a description and comparison of Mr. 
Fox's India bill, and Mr. Pitt's India bill ; drawn 
up carefully by himself; and extremely necessary 
for gentlemen to attend to, as it would give a per- 
fect comprehension of each. 

After Mr, Sheridan had gone through the paper, the question 
was put, **That the bill do pass/* which was carried wtthoui a 
division. 



April 18. 

CONDUCT OJP THE ADMIRALTY, RVLATIYIS TO 
THE PROMOTION OF ADMIRALS. 

By an order of council, dated in the year l718« and addressed 
to tw lords commissioners of the Mmrd of Admiralty ; they aire di* 
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reded to proceed in the promotion of officers to the rank of admi' 
rah, in the navy, accoraing to the nnunity of such offim'u upon 
the liet of eaptaina, regard only had to their oeif^ duly qualyied 
for the rank to which they shall be promoted. . Sy a mbsequeni 
order of 1747> the lords of the Admiralty are authorised to suver^ 
mnwate such captains of long and meritorious service as shall be 
disabled from serving as admirals, by age or infirmity ^ under the 
Utle of admirals upon the superannuated li$t ; or, as it is commonly 
caUea, the list of yellow admirals. In a promotion made by the 
Board of Admiralty, on the Ibth of September, 1787, in which 
sixteen captains were promoted to the fbg, upwards of forty cap' 
tains had been passed over, the greater part of which had the 
^er made them, of being put upon the superannuated list; but 
conceiving themselves entitled from their past, and their capacity for 
future service, to the rank of acting admirals, they refused the 
retreat that was offered them ; and had endeavored, but without 
success, to obtain their re-establishment from the Board of Admiralty. 
This partial promotion had occasioneaa great and general disgust; 
and especially amongst the officers of the navy, wno were alarmed 
to ftna, that the expectations of reward for the longest and most 
meritorious services, were to be dependent upon the caprice of the 
first lord of the Admiralty: and it was, therefore, thought a proper 
subject for parliamentary animadversion. Accordingly, on the ISth 
^ April, Mr. Bastard moved in the house of commons ** That the 
nouse do resolve itself into a committee of the whole house, to enquire 
into the conduct of the Board of Aamiralty, touching the late 
promotion to the flag.'* As this motion went to a direct charge of 
sninisterial misconduct against the first Lord of the Admiralty, 
and was free from the olffection o/inttrfering improperly on the 
functions of the executive government, it was necessary to meet it 
upon the distinct merits of the case. In support of the presump- 
tion of misconduct, Mr. Bastard stated the cases of Captams 
Balfour, Thompson, Uvsdale, Sherley, Bray, and Lmrey, and 
several others were mentioned in the course of the debate. With 
the view of obviating the unfavorable conclusion these cases seemed 
strongly to support, it was argued by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in defence of the Adndralty, that none of the circumstances 
alkged amossnted to more than a negative proof that the officers in 

nion, were not disqualified for the rank for which they con- 
d; but that where a selection was to be made, {and that a selec- 
tion was expedient would appear, not only from the uniform practice 
of the nat^, but from the great expense and sundry inconveniences 
which would unavoidably result from an overloaded list of flag 
ifficers) it was necessary that a discretionary power of making that 
selection, should be lodged in the commissioners of the Board of 
Admindty. He admitted that they were responsible to parliament, 
4n the use of that discretion ; and that whenever a case was made 
emit, drong enough to warrant a sumcion of such abuses as deserved 
centnre or pumshment, ii was the tndispensable duty of the house 
of comtaone to proceed to enquiry. But he denied that such a can 
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h$d been made out, ^ It had not been alleged that the^^e was any 
officer of. incompetent merit amongst those who were promoted, 
on whom a charge of partiality or corruption could be founded. 
It had not been asserted that the first lord was actuated by either 
malice^ Or any sinister motive, towards those who had been passed 
oveTy upon which he could be charged with ittjustice or opp'tssion. 
The point to be decided by the house was, whether they could infer 
fiom the statement they had heard, that the judgment of the first 
lord upon professional merit was not to be trusted ; but ought to be 
corrected by theirs. Such a case might undoubtedly occur ; but 
he warned the home of the mischiefs that would inevitably ari» 
from opening their doors, tpithout the most palpable and urgent 
necessity, to the discussion of professional qualifications, and the 
accomplishment of military promotion, 

Mr. Dundas contended against the motion, as it would, if carried, 
produce these two bud consequences: — First, that all future promo- 
tions must be by rotation and seniority ; and next, that no first 
lof^d of the Admiralty would, in future, subject himself to such an 
inquiry as that now proposed; which, of necessity, would make him 
prefer a promotion by seniority to responsibility^ and the cei^ainty 
of disobliging, Mr. Dundas justified Lord Hotves conduct, by 
saying that no person had imputed a corrupt or sinister motive to 
the noble viscount ; and it wm natural for him, who was responsible 
for the officers he employed, to make those captains admirals, in 
wlwse liands he coidd trust his character with the greatest confi- 
dence. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he should have declined ri- 
sing, had he not heard from the argument of the right 
honorable and learned gentleman opposite to him, 
that no one captain had been promoted but such as 
the noble viscount could have a confidence in. That 
was (Mr. Sheridan said) the only consistent reason 
whicn had been given for the promotion. Mr. She- 
ridan vi^ent into a statement of the number of ad- 
mirals on the list; and, after having mentioned the 
various different descriptions, declared, that when 
the promotion took place, there were twenty-four 
admirals, at least, as able in body . and spirit as 
those last made. To what, then, was the last pro- 
motion to be ascribed ? Was it done in a time of 
war ? No ; it wis not ; but on the mere rumour 
of a war. The right honorable gentleman had 
asked, " Would that house pretend to judge of the 
qualifications for admirals ?*' , Thus tne right ho- 
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norable gentleman always led them from the ques^^ 
lion. They would not pretend to judge of the qua- 
lifications for admirals; but one thing they surely 
judged of, and that was, whether the Admiralty 
acted, in their promotions to the flag, consistently 
with their own rules. The fact was, they had not 
done this. In the case of Captain Laforey, the 
right honorable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that the First Lord of the Admiralty had laid 
it down as a rule, that officers, taking a civil em- 
ployment during hostilities, abandoned their pre- 
tensions to military preferment. He admitted it 
was a good rule. Another rule was, that no person • 
of bodily infirmity was entitled to promotion; — 
that was a good rule likewise. Again, any ojfiicer, 
who had not been at sea in the course of the pre-* 
ceding war, was not to be promoted to a flag ; and 
this was a third good rule. But their rules and 
their conduct did not agree. Captain Laforey was 
set aside, and Sir Charles Middleton promoted, 
though both holding civil employments, taken by 
eB,c\\ flagrante hello. Sir John Lindsay — for it was 
necessary to speak out — though a most respectable 
oflicer, laboured under such bodily infirmity, that it 
was not likely he should go to sea again; whilst 
Captain Robinson, one of Lord Rodney's captains, 
who lost a leg in the action of the 12th of April, 
was sufiered to limp away from the Admiralty 
without employ, though otherwise hearty, and as 
fit for service as ever. As there were twenty-four 
admirals on the old list fit for service, and no ser- 
vice very likely to be wanted soon, the late promo- 
tion could not be justified on the principle of state- 
necessity; and the moment this principle was 
abandoned, in came the principle of honorary re- 
wards and emoluments ; under which construction 
the late promotion fully merited the charge of 
being partial, capricious, and oppressive. Mr. She- 
ridan said, he liked the minister's argument of 
responsibility; but he feared it lybuld not much 
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hort them, as he observed it always came from 
themselves. Their responsibility was, to confess 
I that they were responsible, but to stop all enquiry, 
and prevent the bouse from deriving any benefit 
from their responsibility. He differed a little from 
his right honorable friend, as to that house only 
having a p^wer to interfere with the executive 
department, for the purpose of censure or punish- 
ment. He agreed with Lord Kaims, who had well 
observed, that there was nothing like abuse, or 
even suspicion of abuse, in the executive depart* 
ments ot government, of which that house could not 
take cognizance. That house had a right to inter* 
fere, whenever it thought necessary ; and to go 
to the crown with wholesome admonition. The 

Eromotion, if not enquired into, would break the 
eart of the navy, and perhaps ruin the service. 

The question being put, the hmue divided: ayes 134; me9 
164.» 



May 5. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 



The crder of the day far going into a eammttee to eonaider of 
the ways and means, being read, the house voent into a committee^ 
and various papers were r^erred to the same. Mr. Pitt opened the 
business, and in a long speech, argued " that we had the fmtoA 
ground for confidence ; that we should not only enfoy ample fimda 
for the liquidation of eeery expense, but also for carrying on the 
great purpose of the late arrangement^the extinction of the capital 
of our debt;' Sfc. J r 

Mr. Shebidan remarked, that, however invidi- 

* The very inconsiderable majority by which the minister 
defeated the enquiry* encouraged Mr. Bastard to make another 
attempt. On the 29th of April he moved ** That it is highly 
ibjarioas to the service, and uiyust, to set aside from promotion 
to flags, meritorious cheers of approved service, who are not 

Sireduded by the orders of His Maiesty in council.'' After a 
ebate of several hours, the house divided on the previous motion ; 
noes 220; ayes 169. 
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ous it might seem to start objections to so flattering 
a statement of the revenue, and increasing re- 
sources of th^ country, nn had been just given by 
the right honorable gentleman; it was necessary 
to dispel the delusion under which this country had 
been acting for some time, and to detect the falla-* 
cies which were still attempted to be imposed on 
the public, and continue that delusion. The right 
honorable gentleman had entertained the house 
with an account of the sad state of the French 
finances; and he, for one, wished so well to tha^t 
part of the right honorable gentleman's argument, 
that he hoped the French finances would always be 
found in as bad, or even a worse situation, when- 
ever the right honorable gentleman should have 
occasion to draw such a comparison as he had now 
done. But how had they been reduced to that 
miserable state, in which they were represented to 
be ? By doing that which we had done, and were 
continuing to do. The French had not faced their ' 
situation ; and by endeavouring to impose on them- 
selves, and to make it appear better than it really 
was, they had rendered it infinitely worse than it 
mi^ht have been. 

Not, however, to dwell upon the situation of our 
rival, or to triumph, because it was worse than our 
own, the real question before the committee was, 
to consider, whether our receipt was equal to our 
expenditure. The annual expenditure for the peace 
establishment, as now stated by the right honorable 
gentleman, wabs to be in future 15,624,0. 0/. This 
might, therefore, be considered as ground to ar^ue 
from; since, however much it might exceed tliat 
sum, it could not reasonably be expected to fall 
short of it. In order to make up an income equal 
to this expenditure, by taking the receipts, not on 
an average of several years, but one year only, and 
making up the accounts from April, 1787, to April, 
1788 — instead of from January to January — a re- 
venue was produced on paper of 15^702,000/. Mr. 
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Sheridan contended ag^ainst the accuracy of this 
statement ; and said, the report of the committee 
appointed to enquire into the state of the finances 
in 1786, would put the matter in a clearer light. 
The annual expenditure was there stated to be 
15,390,000/.; and the annual revenue as there 
stated, with 100,000/. additional taxes, fell very far 
short of that sum, if fairly calculated. If the right 
honorable gentleman, instead of the receipt of the 
last year — whfch was acknowledged to have been 
more productive than any former year had been, 
from accidental causes that could not be expected 
to operate for another year — had taken, as. he ought 
to have done, the average of 1786 and 1787; the 
produce of all the taxes woul4 have appeared to be 
no more than 2,389,000/. ; mnkiug, with the addi- 
tion of the land and malt taxes, 15,250,000/. ; — 
which would have fallen short of. the expenditure, 
as now stated, 374,: 00/. This was as near the 
truth as could reasonably be presumed, from the 
circumstances of the country and the revenue, since 
the peace ; and this was the situation which the 
committee was bound in duty to meet and to pro- 
vide for; instead of endeavoring to impose on 
themselves and the public, and delaying to apply 
the remedy till it might be too late. 

Another circumstance he felt himself obliged to 
controvert, was, the means by which the right ho- 
norable gentleman made up his estimates of the 
expenditure. Whilst he added to the estimates of 
the army, he allowed no addition to the estimate of 
the navy. Was it really his opinion, that the 
expense of the navy in 1790, would not exceed 
1,800,000/.? For the ordnance, indeed, he allowed 
10,000/.; but took no notice of the expense of for- 
tifications ; which, in the West Indies alone, he had 
formerly stated would amount to between 2,000,000/. 
and 3,000,000; and taking fortifications, as it was 
most reasonable to do, at the largest estimate, (for 
they seldom fell short in point of expense, whatever 



1788.] 41 

they might in point of utility,) there would be 
wanted 300,000/. for the West Indies alone, and, 
on the whole, from 700,000/. to 800,000/. He ob- 
jected, also, to the estimates for miscellaneous ser- 
vices; which, he contended, must exceed 74,224/., 
the sum for which it was made out. 

He came next to consider the shifts to which (he 
observed) the rijrht honorable gfentleman had re- 
sorted, in order to defray the extraordinary expenses 
of the year. Five hundred thousand pounds were 
to come from the East India Company. They 
were to pay 300,000/. last year; and he had then 
objected to the right honorable gentleman's taking 
credit for a sum which the company had not ac- 
knowledged to be due. No part of that sum had 
been paid into the exchequer; and, because the 
payment had been, and was still, disputed by the 
company, credit was again taken for a much larger 
sum ; which he firmly believed would no more be 
paid than the former. The company had denied 
that they owed any such sum to g-overnment; they 
had drawn up a case for the consideration of coun- 
sel ; and if the facts were as they were stated to be, 
he had no scruple in saying, that the claim of 
government was not well founded. 

The right honorable gentleman amused the com- 
mittee with fine stories of the increase of our trade 
and shipping, and the flourishing state of our fishe- 
ries ; but, instead of entering into any exemplification 
of what he had advanced on that subject — the truth 
of which he wished as much to rely on as any man 
— he begged leave to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the commutation act; which (he con- 
tended) had failed in every circumstance for which 
those who supported it stood pledged to the public. 
Instead of the supply of tea, which the company 
were bound to import by that act, to answer the 
increased demand— to have a year's stock on hand 
and to keep the prices as low as by the commuta- 
tion they ought to do — ^they had not imported a 
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quantity equal in any one respect to those purposes. 
This he did not charge on the company as blame^ 
able ; their finances had not enabled them to do it ; 
and would government call upon them to pay 
600,000/., in order to enable them to do that whicn 
they had not been able to do before ? There was 
no way of doing this, but by enabling them to in- 
crease their capital as the value of it decreased, as 
had been done in the famous South Sea scheme. 

With regard to the commutation /act, he asserted 
again, that the compact with the public had been 
broken in every respect. In the first place, it was 
to destroy smuggling, which had been argued as the 
principal advantage that was to be obtained from 
it ; and yet it was notorious that it had not done this. 
The company was to supply, not only England, but 
all Europe with tea. One hundred and eighty 
thousand pounds had been sent to the continent to 
buy up the whole stock there ; and by the last 
accounts from China, the foreign shipping there 
was four times greater than it had been at any for- 
mer period. We now sent to China 1,500,000/. 
annually, instead of 305,000/. or 400,000/., which 
we used to send before ; and, notwithstanding this 
great increase of the balance against us, from the 
high price of tea, and the quantity that would soon 
be imported on the continent, there was reason to 
believe that smuggling would again prevail as much 
as ever. This breach of compact with the public, 
he affirmed to be a strong charge against those in 
whose hands the superintendance and management 
of the company was placed ; and whose duty it was 
to see that the engagement with the public should 
be fulfilled. He objected, also, to the method in 
which the commutation duty was paid ; and that 
it passed unnecessarily through various offices, in- 
stead of being paid immediately into the exche- 
quer. He concluded with observing, that, in the 
present real state of the finances, and the evident 
inefficiency of the commutation act for the purposes 
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for which it was passed, he saw no reason why a 
duty of 200,000;. or 300,0007. should not be raised 
on the article of tea. 

Mr Pitt replied — and in the course of his speech obsertedt " Upon 
the ufhokf he lamented that the honorable gentleman had taken that 
opportunity of quarrelling with him ; ana that he had not been able 
to find a more plausible pretext for his opposition to the sutfject, 
under discussion of the committee, than by Ids dreams and reveries 
on the commutation act J' 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that so far from haring 
soug'ht an opportunity of quarrelling with the right 
honorable gentleman, he nad suppressed much of 
what he felt on the delusion, wnich had that day 
been practised on the subject of the finances and 
the resources of the nation. The right honorable 
ffentlemau yhe admitted) had, at last, explained 
the nature of the claim on the East India Company> 
If it was not found to be just, the money was to be 
refunded; — this circumstance, however, had been 
considered of so little importance, that the right 
honorable gentleman had not thought it worth men- 
tioning in his first statement — if this was not a 
shift, he did not know what term to bestow on it. 
The commutation act (he conceived) was at least as 
intimately connected with the ways and means of 
the year as the whale fishery, or any other of the 
amusing tales with which the right honorable gen- 
tleman had entertained the committee ; calculated, 
no doubt, to call their attention from his figures to 
the more pleasing excursions of his imagination. 
He was now more than ever convinced that the 
right honorable gentleman himself, had not so good 
an opinion of that commutation act as formerly, 
from his readiness to give him a share in it. He 
persisted in his opinion, that the enforcing the claim 
on the £ast India Company, for a disputed debt of 
500,000/. was highly unjustifiable, at a time when, 
for want of money, they were unable to fulfil their 
contract with the public. In every point of view 
in which he had considered the subject, and it had 
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occupied much of his mind^ he was more and more 
convinced of the fallacy of the right honorable 
gentleman's reasoning. He denied that 74,000/. 
could possibly defray the expense of the miscella- 
neous services; and he was persuaded that the great 
extent of the works carrying on, both at home and 
abroad, under the name of fortifications, must 
create a very great increase of expense on the ord- 
nance estimates of future years. The whole expense 
of the nation could not be taken at less than sixteen 
millions annually, a sum which considerably ex- 
ceeded the present amount of the whole revenue. 
He was, therefore, for adopting a more effectual 
mode of relief, than the delusive schemes which the 
right honorable gentleman held out to the public 
from year to year — for no other purpose but to put 
off the evil day. Let us then (concluded Mr. Sne- 
ridan) be manly enough to look our affairs in the 
face ; — ^let us provide the only true remedy by ex- 
tending our resources, so as really to meet our 
expenditure. Such a proceeding was becoming the 
dignity of the empire, and was much more likely 
to render us formidable to our enemies, than by 
subdividing the Landgrave of Hesse, or overturning^ 
the Dutch constitution. 



May 14. 
COUNTY EliECTION BILL. 

The order of the day having been read, Jm* the house to go int0 
a committee on the county election hill, the blanks in the several 
clauses were filled up, and the bill, tvith the amendments reported^ 
ordered to he printed, and farther considered on the ensuing 
Monday. 

Mr. Jolliffe observed, that he considered the bill as having a 
tendency rather to take away than to secure the rights of freeholaers, 
and therefore it was his intention, at the time of its being reported, 
to make a motion on the subject , 

Mr. Sheridan reminded the house, that, in the 
course of a debate which had taken place, the pre- 
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ceding week, he had occasion to make mention of 
the commutation act, which gave rise to some con- 
versation, that ended in a sort of challenge from 
the right honorable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to him, to enter upon a full and fair discus- 
sion of the effects of that statute ; which challenge 
he had immediately declared his readiness to ac* 
cept. As he did not therefore like to appear willing 
to meet any auestion, that he was not actually 
desirous to go through with, he meant to move for 
some necessary papers; a list of which he would 
read to the house; and if they were granted (and 
he saw no probable cause of objection), after they 
should be put upon the table, he would name a day, 
if possible in the course of the present session, for 
the discussion of the subject. Mr. Sheridan then 
read a string of motions, touching the quantity and 
sorts of the different teas in the Kast India Com- 
pany's warehouse, previous to the arrival of the 
fir^t ship from China this year, &c. &c. &c. 

The queition on the first motion was put and agreed to; but the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer aftcrwardi entertaining^ some doubts 
how far it might be consistent with policy , to let the East India 
Companies on the continent into possession of the knowledge of the 
exact state of our East India Compant/s stock of tea in hand, the 
motion which had been carried, was by consent withdrawn; and 
Ml • Sheridan agreed to make his motions upon the following day, 

COMMUTATION ACT. 

Mr. Sheridan, on being called to from the 
chair, expressed his concern to find himself under 
the necessitv of postponing his intended motions 
respecting tlie commutation act until the next day ; 
but he had just learnt from those who had expressed 
some doubts as to the propriety of letting his mo- 
tions go, that they had not yet had time enough to 
enquire whether they ought to consent or not. 
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May 16. 
COMMUTATION ACT. 

Mr. Sheridan, previously to his reading his first 
motion for papers relative to the commutation tax, 
asked whether the motion was to be objected to ? 

Mr. Pitt answered, thai he should not object, as he understood 
that the substance of the motion was in print already, 

Mr. Sheridan said, he hoped what had turned out 
to be the fact, would teach the right honorable 
gentleman not to be so peremptory in future. 

Mr. Sheridan moved, 

** An account of the quantity of tea in the ware- 
houses of the East India Company, previous to the 
arrival of the first ship (the Wycombe) ; carefully 
distinguishing the sorts/* This was followed by 
moving eighteen other accounts respecting teas. 

An account was also moved, ** For the quantity of 
silver exported to China for five years, previous to 
the passing the commutation act; distinguishing 
each year." 

Also, " An account of all advices received re- 
specting foreign shipping in the ports of China 
within the last two years." 

The motions having been sewr ally put from the chair, and carried, 

Mr. Sheridan begged to call the particular atten- 
tion of the right honorable gentleman and of the 
house, to the papers, when they sliould be presented ; 
as he was convinced, that they would furnish evi- 
dence that the commutation act had failed of its 
object altogether ;-— that smuggling was likely to 
prevail under the operation of the act to a greater 
extent than ever; — that the faith of the compact 
with the public was broken ; — and that the revenue 
was materially injured. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that he could not avoid sumecting thai the 
honorable gentleman was conscious the papers he haanmed/or were 
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but of trifling importance, andlikely to give little or no information 
to the house, since the honorable gentleman was so ready at the sub- 
ject without them. He must, however, beg leave to decline following 
the honorable gentkman*s example ; and avoid entering into the <^- 
bate, till the house should have the papers that had been Just moved 
for upon their table, and be prepared to enter fairly into the dis* 
cussion, * 



PETITION REL.A.TIVE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA, 

Mr, Powys having moved, •* That^ the petitions on the table rela- 
tive to the goverment of Canada be rettd," and the same havjng been 
read short pro forma, Mr. Powys moved, " That Mr, Limeburne be 
called to the bar," 

The Speaker stating it to be irregular to call a witness, before a 
ground was first laid for U, by entering upon some regular proceed- 
ing to warrant it ; a conversation ensued between Mr, Powys, Mr. 
Fox, the Chair, and the Chancellor of the {Exchequer. At length 
the difficulty was solved by the latter's declaring, that he had no ob* 
jectian to go into a committee, for the purpose of enquiring whether 
it should appear from the evidence to be adduced at the bar, proper 
for the house to proceedfarther upon the subject. The petitions having 
been read, therefore, upon a motion, referred to the committee, the 
Speaker left the chair, and Mr, Wyndham took his seat at the table* 

Mr. Limeburne was then catted to the bar, and read a great 
variety of written documents, stating the proceedings which had 
taken place before the judges in Canada ; from whence it appeared 
that their decisions had been formed on vague and indeterminate 
principles, one deciding according to the Koman law, another ac- 
cording to the French law, a third according to the English law, 
and a fourth, without regard to either code of law, but solely in con- 
formity to the dictatesofhis conscience. The documents also afforded 
proof of the existence of a variety of acts of oppression and injus- 
tice in the practice of the law in Canada, which called aloud for re- 
medy, 

Mr* Powys now rose, and after entering very fully into the sub- 
ject, moved, " That it was the opinion of the committee that the peti- 
tions deserved the immediate and serious consideration of parliament.*' 
Mr. Pitt replied, and concluded with moving, " that the Chairman 
do' leave the chair J' He observed, that gentlemen had asked when go- 
vernment would bring forward any thing ; his answer had been, 
when they could with confidence. If they could next year th^ 
would: tf not, they would not. 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his fears that the com- 
mittee would not gain a greaf deal by waiting for 
information. The inhabitants of Canada (he assured 
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the committee} were unanimous in favour of the 
objects stated by the honorable gentleman who made 
the motion. When the petition came away, there 
was not one dissenting voice. The fact was, that 
before a false alarm had gone abrond, some persons 
had been panic-struck, thinking that English laws 
were to be introduced generally, universally, and 
without any exception; upon that the counter- peti- 
tions had been drawn, signed, and presented to Lord 
Dorchester. But the cause of alarm had since been 
explained, and the inhabitants of all descriptions 
had recovered from their panic. With regard to 
the change of the habitancy of the province, and the 
increase of English Protestant loyalists that it con- 
tained J he was amazed the right honorable gentle- 
man had not seen that such allegation was the very 
argument against him. Two years ago, the right 
honorable gentleman had said when the subject was 
then agitated, " be patient — Sir Guy Carleton is gone 
out for information ; when he returns, the subject 
shall be submitted to full discussion.'' The honor- 
able gentleman has received from Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, (at present Lord Dorchester) all the informa- 
tion he could receive, and therefore he ought no 
longer to delay the consideration of the question. 
Mr. Sheridan declared that he had good authority 
for asserting that Lord Dorchester Lad not given 
the right honorable gentleman reason to expect far- 
ther information from him, nor had he any reason to 
expect farther information from him, or from any 
other quarter. 

Mr, put begged to contradict Mr, Sheridan's assertions — " He 
not only had reason to expect ^ but he actually did anticipate much far- 
iher infoiynation^ through the medium of Lord Dorchester,"' 

Mr. Sheridan said, will the right honorable gen- 
tleman produce Lord Dorchester's dispatches to 
prove the fact ? I dare him to the proof. 

Mr. Pitt declared that he would oppose the production of any 
such proof. The honorable gentleman had introduced a new species 
of argument in that house. If that mode of argument prevailed, it 
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wmdd imly be for a CfmRdmt mm to comefcrward boldly ^ and make 
a dUrect assertion ; and on receiving a flat and peremptory denial^ to 
challenge the production of private papers as the test of the faith in 
dispfuti. 

Mr. Sheridan said, a moment's reflection had 
served to convince him, that the right honorable 
gentleman did not mean to use the word confident 
in the sense in which it at first struck him that he 
did, because he was satisfied the sort of confidence 
the right honorable gentleman approved was a con- 
fidence in fine promises and professions, where no 
reason was assigned nor any performance ever in- 
tended ; and not a confidence in matter of fact, ca- 
pable of proof, and desirous of meeting it. Mr. She- 
ridan contended that nothing could be more fair, 
after he had asserted as a, fact, that which he had 
good authority to believe to be founded, and it had 
been denied by the right honorable gentleman to be 
a fact, than for him to call upon the right honorable 
gentleman to produce those parts of Lord Dorches- 
ter's dispatches, in which the noble lord gave the 
right honorable gentleman reason to expect that he 
should have further information to send him on 
the subject of the sort of governtpent best adapted 
to the province of Canada. He was persuaded that 
Lord Dorchester had signified no such expectation ; 
and he should still maintain his opinion, unless the 
right honorable gentleman would consent to bring 
proof to the contrary before the house. Mr. Sheri- 
dan added, that it peculiarly became a person of 
such notorious modesty and diffidence as the right 
honorable gentleman, to charge him with being con- 
fident and presumptuous, in daring to adhere to his 
assertion relative to a matter of fact, which the right 
honorable gentleman was not able to disprove. 

The house divided on the question;**, that the chairman leave the- 
ehaxr:' Ayes 104 : noes 29. 

VOL, II. E 
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May 20. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

^ On the 2lsi of December, 1787, Mr. Burke observed to the 
house, that it woula be necessary, before the sessions ended, that the 
house should take some step for binding Mr, Hastings to be forth- 
c&thins to answer the articles of impeachment which had been pre* 
ferreaagainst him. He therefore moved, " That Warren Hastings, 
Esq. be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-arms of that house." 
jhis motion was opposed by Mr, Mcbolls, who stated, that upon 
iltf erring to the journals in search of precedents, he found there were 
three several modes of proceeding, which had been adopted by the 
house, after they had prescribed articles ofimpeachmeni. The first 
was, to take the party impeached into the custody of their own Ser- 
jeant-at-arms: the second was, to desire the lords to take him into 
eustody: the third was, to desire the lords to put him to answer, 
tie thought the last ioas the mode they should adopt, as it would be 
extremely cruel to brand Mr, Hastings with a stigma in the face of 
his country, by suggesting^ an idea, that the house had reason to sus- 
pect him of an undue design of attempting to elude justice. Mr, 
Pitt and Mr. Btarke replied, that upon a minute examination of 
precedents, and a consultation of persons in another place, it had* 
heen found, that the most regular and orderly mode of proceeding 
would be for that house to take Mr, Hastir^s into custody by their 
^eant, akd to deliver him to the lords. The motion was immedi" 
dlely agreed to; and the house being soon after informed that he 
^as in the custody df the.serfeant, Mr, Burke was directed to at* 
fuaint the lords with the same ; and that he was ready to be deli- 
vered up to the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod whenever their 
lordships thought proper. The message being delivered to the house, 
hard Watdngham proposed Mr. Hastings diould give 20,0001. 
-^himself in JtO,000/. arid two sureties in 5,000/. each. Heook* 
eluded iu moving, that he should be forthwith taken into the custody 
fl/' the black rod. This being done, Mr, Hastings was brmght to 
the bar, and the different charges read. The Lord Chancellor thin 
diked Mr, Hastings what he had to say in his dejitkce. He oiiiiM*- 
ed^* My Lords, I rely tipon the justice of this house, anijaray that 
I may be granted a copy of the charges, unih a reasoHMe time to 
make my defence ; ana am, that I may be allowed counsel, and ad- 
Hhitted to bail,* These points being settled, Mr. tfastings was again 
eaUed to the bar, and infonned that one month ioas allowed him to 
make his answer to the charges. — Oft the l^h of February, 1788, 
the trial commenced in Westminster Hall. The counsel who appeared 
for the defendant were Messrs. Law, Plumner, and Dallas. The 
assistant counsel for the Commons, Dr, Scott and Dr, Lawrence, 
Messrs. Mansfield, Pigott, Burke, and Douglas, 

* Abstract of proceedings continued from that under Dec. 11. 
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During the progress dfthe Mala motion was made in the Junue 
of commons hy Mr, Burgess, on the 20th of May, IIQS, far a parti- 
cular account of the expenditure of the money advanced to Messrs, 
Wallis and Troward, solicitors for the prosecution against Warren 
Hastings, Esa, and of such other expenses and charges ^s have been 
incurred by the said solicitors on account of the saia prosectdiou, to 
the Ibth of May, 178B, inclusive, stating specially to whom, and on 
what account, such sums have been issued, 

Mr. Sheridan observed that be felt some diffi- 
culty, stifling bis Murpt'ise, tbat the honorable mem- 
ber should have thought the honorable gentle- 
man's anxious desire to watch over and scrutinize 
the expenses of the prosecution of Mr. Hastings, 
matter of amazement, whfen it was considered bow 
frequently the honorable gentleman attended to the 
expenditure of the public money^ and how peculiarly 
fvaichful he was over the grants of large sums move4 
from time to time by the Treasury. Mr. Sheridan 
saidy he considered the true motive of the honorable 
gentleman to be no other than this ; he made his 
motion with a view to afford a ground for the ap» 
pearance of idle parajrraphs in the newspapers, in- 
sinuating that the managers were putting t£be public 
to a^ enormoi^sand umieces$ary /expense; and by 
inch means to create a wish ui the public for thie 
discontinuance of the trial. Mr. Sheridan stated^ 
that the services ' already performicd were ordered 
hy the contmitte^ of ms^nagers, under the authority 
Off that hous^ ; sd that if the house chose, they mi^^ 
resolve that no counsel should, in future, be allowed 
the managers. If so, it would be necessary for them 
to i»ove, that the Attofiiey and Solicitor-General, 
together with the Master of the Rolls, be added to 
4he committee of managers. Or if the house thought 
proper, they might resolve, that the managers should 
;pf»y the expenses of oo^msel themselves. In that 
case, he hoped, the h^s^ would have the goodnesfs 
to add Sir Sampson Gideon, and some others of the 
iBost wealthy members, to. the committee. Withre^ 
gard to the charges incurred by fees to counsel, they 
were, considering the assistance afforded, extremely 

S 2 
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low ; so much so, that be would venture to say ho 
counsel employed in a great public prosecution 
had ever been paid worse. Mr. Sheridan read 
from the votes the resolution to pay above four 
thousand pounds for defraying the charges incurred 
by the prosecution carried on against Sir Thomas 
Kumbold. He said, he had no doubt but thai charge 
had been fairly and justly made out ; but he had ne- 
ver heard, that the house had thought it necessary to 
institute a very minute enquiry into the various items 
of the account. In the present prosecution, the 
managers were responsible for ordering the services, 
but the manner in which those services were per- 
formed, was to be decided elsewhere ; and there* 
fore, as that part of the business which was the only 
one the honorable gentleman could refer to, lay be- 
tween the solicitors for the prosecution, and the 
lords of the Treasury, the honourable gentleman, 
(whom the house must be aware, had always been re- 
markable for the rigid strictness, and scrupulous at* 
tention with which he watched over all the Treasury 
accounts, certainly deserved the thanks of the house, 
for his acting up to his character on this particular 
occasion) instead of giving the newspapers a fresh 
subject for invidious references and unwarrantable 
insinuations, if the honorable gentleman meant any 
thing by his motion, he hoped, when the account 
should be produced, (to which he had not the 
smallest objection) the honorable gentleman would 
ground upon it another motion, that the counsel em- 
ployed by the committee of managers should in fu- 
ture be better paid. 

Mr. Sheridan afterwards read an extract from a 
letter written early from the committee of manageris 
to the Treasury, in which the committee declared 
their readiness to resort to their advice as to the 
services they thought necessary for effectually car- 
rying on the prosecution. Mr. Sheridan contended, 
that after having received such a letter from tiie 
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committee, it was a little hard that government 
should countenance such a motion as the present. 

ne house divided :i^e8 60; mes 19. The numagen M withdrew 
^Uhaui dividing. 



May 30. 
pRoc:E:£i>Ti5rGS against mr. Hastings. 

Mr. Fox observed that, as apaftictilar account of the distribution 
vf the sums expended, in consequence of the trial of Warren Hastings, 
Esqmre, had been before the house during the space of some daps, he 
wished to know when the honorable gentleman, who moved for the 
account, and said, he liad doubts rehtive to a part of the general 
heads stated in that account, meant either to bring fortoard the said 
doubts, or declare whether they still left upon his mind the; same 
impression* 

Mr. Burgess answered, that in his humble opinion, he had suffi- 
dentfy done his duty in calling for the papers. They were now 
before the house, and an opportunity was open to every gentleman to 
form his sentiments upon the subject. What his doubts were, he 
imagined, must suggest themselves to every gentleman who read the 
accounts ; and, th^fore, he left to persons, who had more weight and 
authority in that house than he had, to take the matter up ; but if 
no other person should, and the house should call upon him to bring 
the subfect forward, he was perfectly ready to obey their commands. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the sort of way 
in which the matter had been treated, was a little 
extraordinary. The honorable gentleman, if his 
recollection did not greatly deceive him, had, on a 
former day, said, that he had his doubts upon one of 
the heads of the general account, but that he could 
not say whether those doubts were well founded or 
not, because he saw a more particular statement of 
the items of the accounts ; that particular statement 
had now been presented some days, and the honor- 
able gentleman had just declared, he still entertained 
his doubts, but that he lefl it to other gentlemen to 
promote the discussion. Mr. Sheridan added, that he 
wished the honorable gentleman would either act 
upon his doubts, or get some other gentleman to 
take his doubts up for him, and act upon them. 
From what had already passed in that house upon 
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the gttbject^ the matter ought not to drop without a 
farther investigation. 

Mr. Burge$8 anmered, thai ^ the hmm ihmgki U was now 
more peculiarly his province to brine the subject forward, be had noi 
the smallest objection to take the tawc upon him ; and, in that case, 
he believed the proper way would be either to move *' that the papers 
he referred to a committee of the whole house ; or to give notice of a 
day on which he would state his sentiments upon their contents, 

Mr, Pitt recommending the latter mode^ Mr. Burgess gave no* 
ticefor the ensuing Friday. 

Mr, Pitt dgileaupoH Mr. Sheridan to know, when the honorable 
gentleman meant to bring forward his promised discussion of the 
operation and ^tet of the commutation act. 

, Mr. Sheridan answered-, that from the right ho- 
norable gentleman's pressing so machto know when 
he would bring forward the discussion of the com- 
mutation act, he was persuaded that the right honor- 
able gentleman entertained strong hopes, that he 
would not be able to introduce the investig^ion of 
it during the course of the present session. The 
right honorable gentleman, however, ought to re- 
cdlect, that there were gentlemen in that house 
firho had no inconsiderable share of important duty 
to discharge elsewhere. It was well known 
tha); he had been employed for some time past 
in managing the prosecution of a cBarge of some 
m^gpitude in Westminster-Hall. It was not very 
fair, therefore, pending such a business, to call upon 
)|im tp i^9.y, when he would bring forward the dis- 
cussion of a very different subject in that hou^e. 
This, he would assure the right honorable gentle- 
f^nxk, that as soon as had summed up th^ charge he 
had been superintending, be would, if the hoase wa# 
likely to siit long enough, give notice the very next 
^ay, that ^t; the distance of two or three days onlyi 
be ^ovild resume the dificqssion of the effects of thf 
$p.miQ^i|t^ion act. 

- Afr. Pitt declared himself perfedtiy sati^ied* ' 
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June «3. 

PROCPEPINGS AGAINST Mb. HASTING^ 
IN WESTMINSTER.HALL, 

HR. Sheridan's speech on summing up the 

EVIDENCE on THE SECOND, OR BEOUM 
CHARGE. 

Since the commencement of this memorable trials Westminster-HaU 
had not experienced so numerous or so brilliant an assemblage of 
persons as crowded every part of it this day. By eight (f clock in the 
mornings the avenues Uading to the courts through New and Old 
Palace Yards^ were filled vnth persons oj the first distififitupt, manv 
of them peeresses injull dres9, who stood in the open air for upwards 
of an hour before the gates were opened. The exeitions made in 
pressing forward, to get convenient seats, had nearly proved fatal to 
many. 

The peers did not enter the Hall till twelve o'clock. 4 f^ 
minutes after, the Lard Chancellor, having bowed to Mr. Sheridan, 
to signify to him that their lordships were then ready to hear him, 
that honorable gentleman rose, whilst allabout him preserved the most 
dignified and awful silence. 

Mr. Sheridan said it was not his intention to tres- 
{>ass upon their lordships' attention for any length of 
timci in the consideration of the charge iminediately 
before thenif by making many preliminary obser* 
yations. Such general remarks, as it was in his 
power to make* would only weaken what had been 
already urged by the right honorable gentleman 
who was the principal mover of the impeachment — 
whose genius exceeded every thing but his dispo- ' 
^ijtion — who understood and felt tor all — through 
>yhom» and by whom, so great an embodied stand 
had been made in defence of the rights of mar^ 
against ToarCs oppression. He mighty however^ 
without injury to the general cause, and without 
exposing too much of their lordships' patience^ 
pay a lew in^ords, both upon the subject of the 
impeachment in general; and the particular situation 
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of himself, and bis honorable colleagues, i?vho had 
been appointed to conduct it. 

He thought, that if ever there was a prosecution 
in which those who carried it on were free from all 
unwarrantable resentment, or improper bias, it 
was the present. He could speak from his own 
heart, and declare most solemnly, that he found 
there no private incentive to the part he had taken 
in this impeachment ; and he verily believed he 
might safely say that all his honorable colleagues, as 
well as himself, were actnated solely by the zeal they 
felt for the public welfare, and their honest solicitude 
for the honor of their country, and the happiness of 
those who were under its dominion and protection. 
With such subjects in view, he really lost sight of 
Mr. Hastings; who, however great in other re* 
spects, was too insignificant to be mixed with such 
important considerations. ^' The unfortunate gen- 
tleman at the bar is no mighty object in my mind. 
) Amidst the series of mischiefs, to my sense^, seemipg 
;to surround him, what is he but a petty Nucleus f 
*, involved in its Lamina y scarcely seen or thought of." 
It was impossible, therefore, that his honorable col- 
leagues or himself should feel themselves under the 
influence of malice or ill-will towards the object of 
the prosecution; they acted solely under a dele- 
gated power; they stood at their lordships' bar as 
the representatives of the commons of England; 
and as they acted in that public capacity, it might 
as well be said that the commons of Great Britain, 
in whose name the impeachment had been brought 
.before their lordships, were actuated by malice to 
the prisoner, as that the managers of the house of 
; commons had any private spleen to gratify in dis- 
. charging the duty imposed upon them by their 
principals. In truth, Ine prosecution was not 6c- 
gotten in prejudice^ or nursed in error. It was 
founded in tne clearest conviction of the wrongs 
which the natives of Hindost^n had suffered^ through 
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the lual-administration of those, in whose hands th^ 
country had placed extensive powers, which ought 
to have been exercised for the benefit of the go- 
verned ; but which had been used, by the prisoner 
at the bar, for the shameful purposes of oppression. 

To convince their lordships that the British go- 
vernment, which ought to have been a blessing to 
the powers in India connected with it, had been a 
scourge to the natives, and the cause of desolation 
to the most flourishing provinces in Hindostan ; he 
had only to read a letter that had been received not 
long since from Lord Cornwallis, the present Go- 
vernor-General of Bengal. In that letter the noble 
lord stated, he had been received by the Nabob 
Visier with every mark of friendship and respect j 
but the honors he received at the court of Lucknow 
had not prevented him from seeing the desolation 
that overspread the face of the country, the sight 
of which nad shocked his very soul. He spoke to 
the Nabob on the subject, and earnestly recom- 
mended it to him to adopt some system of govern- 
ment, that might restore the prosperity of his king- 
dom, and make his people happy. The Nabob's 
answer was strikingly remarkable. — That degraded 
prince said to his lordship, that as long as the^ de- 
mands of the English government upon the revenue 
of Oude should remain unlimited, he (the Nabob) 
could have no interest in establishing any system ot 
economy ; and whilst the English should continue 
to interfere in the internal ffovernment of his coun- 
try, it would be in vain for him to attempt any 
salutary reform ; for his subjects knew he was only 
a cypher in his own dominions, and therefore 
laughed at and despised his authority, and that of 
his ministers. 

Surely the state to which that wretched prince 
was reduced by our mismanagement ; and the ruin 
which had, by the same cause, been brought upon 
his country, called loudly upon their lordships to 
interfere, and rescue their national honor and cha^ 
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racter from the infamy to which both would be 
exposed) if no enquiry was made into the causes of 
such calamities, and no punishment was inflicted q.u 
the authors of them. Policy y as well as justice^ 
called upon them to vindicate the charapter of 
Great Britain in India ; for he would prove to them, 
from good authority, that the native powers had so 
little reliance upon our faith, that the preservatioi> 
of our empire, in that quarter of the world, could be 
effected only by convincing the native princes, that 
a religious adherence to its engagements, should, ia 
future, characterize the British government in that 
country. To prove the necessity there was for bring- 
ing such a conviction to the mind of every native 
prince, Mr. Sheridan read a letter addressed to Lprd 
Cornwallis, from Captain Kirkpatrick, who, when 
be wrote it, was resident at the court of the Great 
Maratta chief, Madajee Scindia. This gentleman 
stated in his letter, that the new system of ipoderatiou 
brought about by his lordship, was certainly the 
only one that could give stability to our empire ia 
India ; but, at the same time, he must observe, thieit 
as the princes of that country had so frequently had 
cause to lament that no engagement coidd bind us, 
it would require time, and repeated proofs of good 
faith, to convince them that we were serious in the 
profesisions which were then held out to them on the 
part of the British government ; that ambition, or 
a desire of conquest^ should no longer be encouraged 
hy British councils ; — and that strict adherence to all 
treaties and engagements should be the basis of 
all our future political transactions. 

To these letters, Mr. Sheridan said, he must call 
upon their lordfiihips to give an answer, — not by words, 
for they will find no credit with the. natives, who 
bad so often been deceived by ow professions ; but 
hy deeds, whidi would convince them that we were 
truly in esuraeat ; for it was only by our punishing 
those who have been guilty of i\\0 delinquencies 
wiiich have brought ruin on l&e ppnntry, that w# 
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could possibly gain confidenpe with the people of 
Jndia, and satisfy them that future delinquents will ' 
not be encouraged or countenanced by the ruling 
powers at home. 

In looking round for an object fit to be held out 
to the world as an example of national justice, their 
lordships must necessarily fix. their eyes upon Mr. 
Hastings. He was th^ great cause of the degra- 
dation of our character in India, and of the oppres- 
sion of its devoted inhabitants ; and he was the only 
victim that could atone for the calamities he had 
occasioned. 

But whilst he pointed out the prisoner at the bar 
as a proper object of punishment, he begged leave 
to observe, that he did not wish to turn the sword 
of justice against that man, merely becaue an ex- 
ample ought to be made ; such a wish was as far 
from his heart as it was incompatible with equity 
and justice. If he called for punishment upon Mr. 
Hastings, it was because he thought him a great de- 
linquent; and the greatest pf all those who, by their 
rapacity and oppression, had brought ruin on the 
natives of India, and disgrace upon the inhabitants 
of Great Britain.' 

Whilst he called for justice upon the prisoner, he 
pould wish also to do him justice. — He would be 
sorry that the weight and consequence of the com- 
mons of Great Britain, in whose name the prose^ 
culion had been set on foot, should operate to his 
prt^udice. Indeed, whilst he had such upright 
judges as their lordships, it was impossible that any 
thing could injure him, but the clearest and most 
unequivocal proofs of guilt. — " It is not the peering ' 
suspicion of apprehending guilt — It is not any po- 
pular abhorrence of its wide-spread consequences — 
It is not the secret consciousness in the bosom of the 
judge, which can excite the vengeance of the law, 
and attthorise its inflictioa!— No— In this good land, 
^J8 hi^ as it is happy, because as just a3 it is free, 
all is definite, equitable, and exact^'^he laws must j 
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\he satisfied before infliction ensues — And ere a 
y ' hair of the head can be plucked, leqa£« guilt 
; must be established by legal proof I'"" 

This principle, must be admitted, as conclusive ; 
though, in the present case, he felt the inconvenience 
of it, which might operate as a bar to public justice ; 
for the managers of the impeachment labored under 
difficulties, that could scarcely occur in any other 
I prosecution. The witnesses, whom they had been 
obliged to call, were, for the most part (he would 
state the exceptions in the proper place), the ac« 
complices of the prisoner's guilt, and the instruments 
'of his oppressions. From such witnesses it was 
not likely that proofs of that guilt could be ob- 
tained without great difficulty. 

In the written documents from which the ma- 
nagers had selected their proofs in support of the 
impeachment^ considerable difficulties had oc- 
curred ; — those documents had been drawn up by 
the parties, whose study it was, as it was their in- 
terest, though contrary to their duty, to conceal the 
iniquity of their proceedings, and, consequently, to 
disguise the truth. 

But though he stated the difficulties, which the 
managers had to encounter, he did not mean to say 
that the proofs, which they had adduced, were in 
any degree defective. ** Weak, no doubt, in some 
parts, and incompetent— and yet more deplorable^ 
as undistinguished by any compunctious visitings 
of repenting accomplices — but yet enough, and 
enough in sure validitv, to abash the front of ^uilt no 
longer hid, and flash conviction on conscientious 
judges." 

Having premised these observations, Mr. Sheri- 
dan said he would now make some remarks upon 
the defence, or rather (2e/ence^, made by the prisoner. 
He had already made /bwr, three of which he had 
since thought proper to abandon, and discredit. In« 
deed, he believed it was a novelty in the history 
of criminal jurisprudence^ that a person accused 
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should first make a defence, and afterwards endea-^ 
Tor to convince his judges that they ought not to at- 
tach to it the least credit. Mr. Sheridan said, he was 
the mbre surprized at this conduct in the prisoner, as 
It was since be had had the assistance of counsel 
that he had made this attempt ; — he thought, that 
when he had been rescued from his own incautious 
rashness, he would not have taken so extraordinary 
a step as that of discrediting his own defence. 
^In every court of law in England, the confession \ 
of a criminal, when not obtained by any promise , 
of favor or lenity, or by violent threats, was always 
admitted as conclusive evidence against himself; 
and if that confession was made before a grave and 
respectable assembly of persons, competent to take 
cognizance of crimes, there was no doubt but it 
would have due weight, because it was fair to pre- 
sume that such a confession must be voluntary , and 
not procured by any undue or improper means. 
The prisoner had, in his defence made before the 
house of commons, admitted many facts ; and it 
was the intention of the managers to urge in sup- 
port of the charges, his admission of them. For 
'when he went the length of admitting them, he 
was speaking the languaj^e, not of inconsiderate 
rashness and haste, but of deliberate consideration 
and reflection, as would appear to their lordships, 
from a passage, which he should read to them, from 
the introduction to the defence read by Mr. Hastings 
himself at the bar of the house of commons. In 
that passage, the prisoner used the foUowins^ words : 
'^ Of the discouragement to which I alluoe, I shall 
mention but two points, and these it is incumbent 
on me to advert to, because they relate to effects 
which the iustice of this honorable house may, and 
I trust will, avert. The first is an obligation to my 
being at all committed in my defence ; since, in so 
wide a field for discussion, it would be impossible 
not to admit some things, of which an advantage 
might be taken, to turn them in evidence against 



62 [jVfift 3f 

myself; whereas, another might as well use, as I 
could, or better, the same materials of my defence, 
without involving me in the same consequences. 
But I am sure that this honorable house will yield 
me its protection against the cavils of unwarranted 
inference ; and if the truth can tend to convict me, 
/ am content to be myself the channel to convey it. 
The other objection lay in my own breast. It was 
not till Monday last that I formed the resolution ; 
and I knew not then whether I might not, in conse- 
quence, be laid under the obligation of preparing 
and completing in five days (and in effect so it has 
proved) the refutation of charges which it has been 
the labor of my accuser, armed with all the powers 
of partiament, to compile during as many years of 
almost undisturbed leisure/' 

Here, then, ^r. Sheridan observed, the prisoner 
had, upon deliberation, committed his defence to 
paper ; and after having bad five days to consider 
whether he should present it or not, he actually 
delivered it himself to the house of commons, as 
a defence founded in truth ; and triumphantly re- 
marked upon it, that if ^^ truth could tend to con- 
vict him, he Was willing to be himsdf the channel 
to convey it." 

Bnt what was fais language now that he had had 
the advice of Counsel? Why, that there was not a 
word of truth in what he delivered to the honse of 
<;ommons cs the truth ; — that he had no knowledge 
of many of the fticts, no reoollection of the circum- 
stances ;^— that he Aadput his memory in cpmmission^ 
and appointed Messrs. Middleton, Scott, Oilpin, 
&c. the commissumir^ ; nay, that he had also put 
his defences into commission, to be exercised by the 
same gentlemen. " These, likfe raw materials, the 
master-workman distributes about him to all hands 
waiting. His words sft-e to be strung — arguments 
npun-— passages are to be woven. — He puts his cofi- 
scitace into departments ; — Major Scott, says his, 
take care of my consistency j-^Mn Middleton, you 
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have my memory in commisiion ! — ^Prove me a 
financiert Mr. Shore.-— Answer for me, Mr. Holt 
(all journeymen, good enouffb for the house of com- 
mons, though not for your lordships) : — Help, one 
and all, to bear me up under the bare pressure of my 
laurels, the burthen of my glory ! — Refreshen, and 
save me from the calentures of my state, from the 
peril of my own panegyric.'' 

Thus could the prisoner sport with. the under- 
standing^ and feelings of the house, by asserting thait 
to be ialse and not entitled to credit to-day, which 
on a former, he had declared to be the truth 
itself, and the ground of his hope that it would pro- 
cure him an acquittal ; or what would have been the 
same thing to him, would prevent the commons from 
carrying up the impeachment against him to their 
lordships' bar. Inoeed this avowal and disavowal of 
defences } and from the defence, differing from all 
the former, which had been delivered to their lord- 
ships, it would seem as if Mr. Hastings was of opi- 
nion, that any thing would do for the house of com*- 
mons.-— Possibly it might subsequently prove, that he 
entertained a similar opinion with respect to their 
lordships ; for it was not improbable but he might 
hereafter abandon the defence he had delivered to 
them : he might say, ** It was not made by me, but 
by my counsel, and therefore I hope your lordships 

Sive no credit to it/' But if he would abide by 
tat his last defence, he (Mr. Sheridan) would join 
issue with him upon it, and prove it to be in many 
places void of truth, and in almost every part of it 
unfounded in argument as well as fact. 

Having thus alluded to the different defences 
made by the prisoner, Mr. Sheridan next adverted 
to the allegations in the second charge that had been 
supported in evidence. He said, that the managers 
bad proved the high birth and great rank of the Be<* 
ffums, or Princesses of Oude ; they had also proved 
from the evidence of Sir Elijah Impey, Mr. Mid- 
dlekoa» Mr. Goring, aad others, how sacred was the 
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/ residence of women in India. A threat, therefore, 
to force that residence, and violate its purity, by 
sending men armed into it, was a species of torture, 
the cruelty of which could not be conceived by those 
who were unacquainted with the customs and no- 
tions of the inhabitants of Hindostan. A knowledge 
of the customs and manners of the Mussulmen of 
Turkey, would not enable one to judge of those of 
Mussuhnen in India : in the former, ladies went 
abroad veiled, and though not so free as those in 
christian countries still they were not so closely shut 
up as were the ladies professing the same religion in 
Hindostan. The confinement of the Turkish ladies 
was in a great measure to be ascribed to the jea* 

, lousy of their husbands ; in Hindostan the ladies 
were confined, because they thought it contrary to 
decorum that persons of their sex should be seen 
abroad : they were not the victims of jealousy in 
the men ; on the contrary, their sequestration from the 
world was voluntary; they liked retirement, be- 
cause they thought it best suited to the dignity of 
their sex and situation : they were shut up from 
liberty, it was true ; but liberty, so far from having 
any charms for them, was derogatory to their feel- 
ings ; they were enshrined rather than immured ; 
they professed a greater jpt/nVy oi pious prejudice 
than the Mahomedan ladies of Europe, and other 

, countries ; and more zealously and religiously prac- 
tised a more holy system oi superstition. Such was 
their sense of delicacy, that to them the sight of man 
was pollution ; and the piety of the nation rendered 

i their residence a sancttiary. What then would their 
lordships think of the tyranny of the man who could 
act in open defiance of those prejudices, which were 
so interwoven with the very existence of ladies in 
that country, that they could not be removed but by 
death P What he asked, would their lordships think 
of the man who could threaten to profane and vio- 
late the sanctuary of the highest description of la- 
dies in Oude, by saying that he would storm it with 



1788.] 65 

his troops, and remove the inhabitants from it by 
force ? •: 

Mr. Sheridan dwelt for some time with great 
feeling on this point. He next adverted to the 
treasures in the Zenana, and the relation which the 
Bow Begum and the Nabob stood to each other, and 
to Mr. Hastings. He adduced various arguments 
to shew, that these treasures did not belong to the 
state, but to the Begum ; and most happily ridi- 
culed the memory of Mr. Middleton, that remem- 
bered inferences^ but forgot the facfs that would 
support them ; nay, sometimes remembered the facts 
that overturned them.;--Thus, he said, the treasures 
must have belonged to the slate^ and consequently 
were the inheritance of the Nabob, because that 
Prince had drawn for a large sum, which was to be 
paid out of those treasures, but his draft was not 
mnored — And he said, they could not be the pro- 
perty of the Begum ; for he remembered, that when 
the Nabob*s draft wa$ returned without having been 
honored, the Begum drew for the same sum, upon 
the same treasures, and the money was instantly 
paid. 

Mr. Sheridan shewed next, that there was very 
good ground for presuming that the treasures pos- 
sessed by the Begum were the property of that Prin- 
cess ; she had endeared herself to her husband, the 
late Nabob, by flying to him in the moment of his 
distress, after his defeat ot Buxar, and carrying 
with her to his relief the jewels, with which in hap- 
pier days, his fondness for her had enriched her : 
upon these she raised him a large supply. When 
the political generosity of this country restored him 
afterwards to his throne, his ^ratitudfe to his wife 
knew no bounds: her ascenaancy over him was 
such, that she prevailed upon him to appoint his son 
by her, his successor. 

The present Nabob, as had appeared from a pas- 
sage in a letter written by Mr. Hastings to himt 
and since proved in evidence, owed to her riot only 
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his birth and successioQ to the crowa, but also the 
preservation of his life ; for one day his sarage fa* 
ther in a rage attempting' to cat him down with his 
scymeter, the Begum rushed between her busbaoid 
and her son and saved the latter^ through the loss of 
some of her own blood ; for she was womided by the 
blow that was not aimed at her. A son so be- 
friended and so preserved, Mr. Hastings bad armed 
against such a mother — ^he invaded the rights of that 
; prince^ that he might compel him to violate the lawi^ 
. o£ nature, by plundering his parent ; and he made 
him a slave, that he might afterwards make him a 
mM^ter. Mr. Hastings, was bound to be the pro-* 
tector of the Qegum, instead of her plunderer ; for 
her husband^ on his death bed, bequeathed her to his 
frienidslnp'; and Mr. Hajstings had always called that 
husband Ai$ hrother-^^ut no consideration could 
la^ke him discharge the dutie^^ of any obligation 
tha,t could set bounds to his rapacUy. 

The interference of Mr. Bristow in 1775, in the 
difference between the Begums and the Nabob, in 
consequence of the claims of the latter, was the next 
ground of Mr. Sheridan's observations.— Mr. Bris- 
tow had then, in a conversaition with the superior 
or elder Bqgum, throwa out sm insinuation^ that 
the treasures which she possessed were the trea* 
sures of the state ; — ana on this, insinuation, so 
termed by Mr. Bristow. himself, had Mr. Hastings 
founded all his arguments on that head, and oft 
which he lately appearedtp place so much. reliance* 
-^The Begun^s at. that time gave up to Asopbul 
PQwlah sum^ amouqting to nye hundred and fifty^ 
thousand, pounds. — Of this a part was to be paid 
in goods, which, as they consisted of arms^ ele^^ 
phants, &c. the Nabob alleged to be his pi'operty,. 
smd refused to accept as pa^^ent. This occasioned, 
a dispute, which was referred to the Board of Calp* . 
cutta. Mr. Hastings then vindicated, the right of 
the Begums to all the goods in the Zenana, and. 
brou^llt over the ms^ority of the council to hisopir 
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liion. The ideas then placed on record be hsid since 
found it convenient to disown, as belonging not to 
him, but to the naajority of the council ! 

" There are," said Mr. Sheridan, " in this as- 
semblage, those ^bo are perfect in their ideas of law 
and justice, and vfho understand ^.olerably well ma- 
Joritie^ and minorities; but how shall 1 instsince 
this new doctrine of Mr. )9asfing^s ? it is as if 
Mr. Burke, the great leader of the cdtisef should 
some ten years hence revile the nianagerSf and com- 
mend Mr. Hastings !" " Good God !" miglit say one 
of those gentlemen, *^ it was gotl who instigated 
the enquiry ; it was you who rnade me think as I 
did !*' " Aye ; very true," might Mr. fiurke reply, 
<< but I w^s then in a minority : I am now in a ma* 
jority J I have left my opinions behind me; and 
i am no longer responsible.*' 

The claims however, it' was observable, of the 
Kabbb, as to the treasure of the Begums, were at 
this time the only plea alleged flor the seizure. 
These were always founded on a passage of that 
Korctn which was perpetually quoted, but' never 
l^roved. — Not' a word was tTben mentioned of the 
strange rebellion, which was afterwards conjured 
up, arid of which iXiQ existence and ihenotoriety were 
equally a secret !— a disaffection which was at its 
height at the very time when the Begums were dis- 
pensing their liberality to the Nabojb, and exercising 
the greatest generosity to the Eng^lish officers in 
distress ! — a disturbance, in short, without its paral- 
lel in history, which was raised by two rvothen-^ 
carried on by two eunuchs — and finally siippressedf 
by ctn affidavit I 

Mr. Sheridan then adverted to the negotiations 
6i Mr. Middletoh with the Begums in 177b) when 
the discontents of the stiperior Begiim would have 
induced her to leave the country, unless her autho- 
rity vvas sanctioned, and her property secured by ther 
guarantee of the company.— This guarantee the 
counsel— or Mr, Hastings, had thought it necessary 

V2 
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to deny, as knowing that if the agreements with the 
elder Begum were proved, it would aflSx to Mr. 
Hastings the guilt of all the suffering of the women 
of the Khord Mahal, the revenues for whose sup- 
port were secured by the same engagement, in 
treating this part of the subject, the principal diffi- 
culty arose from the uncertain evidence of Mr. Mid- 
dleton, who, though concerned in the negociation 
of the four treaties, could not recollect affixing his 
signature to three out of that number. Mr. Sheri- 
dan proved however, from the evidence even of Mr. 
Middleton, that atreaty had been signed in October, 
1778, wherein the rights of the elder Begum were 
fully recognized ; a provision secured for the wo« 
men and children of the late Vizier in the Khord 
Mahal ; and that these engagements had received 
the fullest sanction of MrT Hasting. These facts 
•were confirmed by the evidence or Mr. Purling, a 
gentleman, who Mr. Sheridan said, had delivered 
himself fairly, and as having no /out secrets to con- 
ceal. He had transmitted copies of these engage- 
ments in 1780 to Mn Hastings at Calcutta ; the 
answer returned was, that in arranging the taxes on 
the other districts, he should pass over Uie jaghires of 
the Begums. No notice was then taken of any 
impropriety in the transactions in 1778, nor any 
notice given of an intended revocation of those en- 
gagements. 

But in June, 1781^ when General Clavering and 
Colonel Monson were no more, and Mr. Francis had 
returned to Europe, all the haat*d and arrear of col- 
lected evil burst out without restraint, and Mr. Has- 
tings determined on his journey to the upper pro* 
Tinces. — ^It was then, that without adverting to in- 
termediate transactions, he met with the Nabob 
Asoph ul Dowlah at Chunar, and received from him 
the mysterious present of 100,000/. To form a pro- 
per idea of this transaction, it was only necessary to 
consider the respective situation of him who gave, 
and of him who received this present It was not 
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given by the Nabob from the soperflux of his wealth 
nor in .the abundance of his esteem for the man to 
whom it was given. It was on the contrary, a pro- 
digal bounty, drawn from a country depopulated — 
no matter whether by natural causes, or by the 
grinding of oppression. It was raised by an exaction, I 
which took wnat calamity had spared, and rapine 
overlooked ; — and pursued those angry dispensa- • 
tions of Providence, when a prophetic chastisement 
had been inflicted on a fated realm. — The secrecy 
which had marked this transaction was not the 
smallest proof of its criminality. When Benarum 
Pundit had, a ishort time before, made a present to 
the company of a lack of rupees, Mr. Hastings, in 
his own language, deemed it " worthy the praise of 
being recorded ;" but in this instance, when ten 
times that sum was given, neither Mr. Middleton 
nor the council were acquainted with the transac- 
tion, until Mr. Hastings, four months after, felt him- 
self compelled to write an account to England, and 
the intelligence returned thus circuitously to his 
friends in India ! It was peculiarly observable in 
this transaction, how much the distresses of the dif- 
ferent parties were at variance. Mr. Hastings tra- 
vels to the Nabob to see, no doubt, and enquire into 
his distresses, but immediately takes from him 
100,000/. to be applied to the necessities of the dis- 
tressed East India Company ; but on farther deli- 
beration, these considerations vanish ; a f Aire/ object 
arises more worthy than either of the former, and 
the money is taken from the one, and demanded . 
from the other, to be applied to the use of — the 
distressed Mr. Hastings. 

The money, it was alleged by Mr. Hastings, had 
been originally taken to discharge the arrear of the 
army. It had not long been applied to that use, be- 
cause it was received in bills on Gopal Dos, a rich 
banker at Benares, who was then kept a prisoner by 
Cheit Sing. — Major Scott being questioned on the 
subject, declared the bills on Gopal Dos were as 
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food as cash, for th^); though the principal of thp 
onse was a prisoner, that pircunast^nce made nq 
difference \yhatsoeyef with thp other partners. Thus 
Mr. Hastings was ipconsistent with fiin^^elf, by al- 
leging an objectipq which should haye prevented 
his lakipg* the money ip the ^rst instance, for the 
purpose tie had sta|;ed ; and Major Scott eonjrar 
dieting IVlr. ^s^stjpgs, removed tne objection, and 
restored the buf;iuess to its original footiqg. Bu| 
(hrovi^h all those ^yiiiiding^ of jpysteriqus hypocrisy^ 
andof^rtifiicial concealments it ws^s e^sy to vx9,x^ 
the sense ofliidden guilt. Mr. Hqstipgs himsfelf, 
being driyen from every other hold, advanced tw 
stale plea of stale necessity. But of this necessity dq 
tad broqght no proof; it Tfas a necessity whipb 
listened to whispers for the purpose of crimination, 
and dealt in rumour to prove its own existence. Tq 
a general leading the armies of f(ritain — \o an i^d- 
miral bearing her thunders over tqe sesjs, t^ie ples^ p^ 
Necessity might be indulged, if th? wants of thqse 
>yere to be supplied whose blood had bjeen spilt ix\ 
the service of their country ; hut his ** sta^e necemt^^ 
grand, magnanimous, and all commanding— -weA^ 
nand in hand with honor, if not with us^^ — it wen^i 
forth with our arms, whe^ ^he hero could p\umie himself 
like the imperial eagle on his nest, unassailable !r-r 
and amidst his fair successes, look down in justified 
disdain on s^ny p[ialeyple];it chs^llen^e of minute 
error ; his fame as firm. a.s th? ropk> which, from, hisi 
defence, all the enemy had battered in vain !" 

On the business of the treaty of Chunar, which| 
succeeded the acceptance of this bribe, Mr. Sheridan^ 
was equally perspicuous and equally severe. . It 
ij^as a propeedTing, he o^lpserved, which, ^s it hi^d its 
begint^ing in corruption, had its, continuance Ic^ 
fraud, and its.^ndiu violence* T^he firs^ proposi- 
tion of the Nabob, aftei; his recent liberality, vi5a,s, 
that the army should be remp^ve^, a.nd all the Ihigr 
lish recalled from his dpm^i^ions. Ifhe bribe Mrhji?^ 
he ha(l giyen lya^s the obvi9U!Si price 9f ^ejirrem^^^sitlf 



1788.] 71 

He felt ,the weight of their dopressidn :-^he knew^ | 
to speak his own latigaage, ** tnat when the English ' 
staid, they staid to ask for something/' Though | 
their predecessors had exhausted the {Revenue; — j 
though they had shaken the tree until nothing re* | 
mained upon its leafless branchesi yet a new niffht \ 
was on the wing to watch the first buddings of its I 
prosperity, and to nip every promise of future luxu-j 



riance.'^ 



To this demand Mr. Hastings had promised to 
accede, and to recal every Englishman from the 
province ; but by an evasion which Mr. Middleton 
disclosed with so much difficulty to their lordships 
on the last dav of his appearance, the promise tt^as 
virtually recalled. No orders were afterwards given 
for the establishment of Englishmen in the province, 
but recommendations of the same effect with Mr. 
Middleton and the Vizier were sent, and the prac- 
tice continued. In the agreement respecting the 
resumption of the Jaghires, the Nabol) had been 
duoed by a similar deception. He had demanded 
ana obtained leave to resume those of certain indi- 
viduals ; Mr. Hastings, however, defeated the per* 
mission by making the order general; knowing that 
there were some favorites of the Nabob whom he 
could by no means be brought to disposttess. Such 
was the conduct of Mr. Hastings, not m the moment 
of cold or crafty policy, but in the hour of confi- 
dence and the enervescenee of his gratitude for the 
favour be had just received. Soaring above every' 
common feeling, he could deceive the man to whose 
liberality he stood indebted — even his gratitude was 
perilous ; and a danger actually awaited on the re- , 
f urn which he was to make to an effusion of gene- 
rowty ! 

The transactions in which Sir Elijah Impey bore 
a share, and the tenor of his evidence, were the licxt 
objects of Mr. Sheridan's animadversion. The late 
cMef Tustice of Bengal, he remarked, had repeatedly 

stated^ that Mr. Hastings had left Calcutta with two 

4 
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resources in his view — ^those of Benares and of Oade. 
It appeared, however, from every circimistance* 
that the latter resource was never in his contempla* 
tion, antil the insnrrection in Benares, terminating 
in the capture of Bedjegur, had destroyed all his 
hopes in that province. At that instant the mind of 
Mr. Hastings, fertile in resources, fixed itself on the 
treasures of the Begums, and Sir Elijah Impey was 
dispatched to collect materials for their crimina- 
tion. ** But I have ever thought," said Mr. Sheri- 
dan, ** the selection of such a personage, for such a 
purpose, one of the greatest aggravations of the gniit 
of Mr. Hastings.*^ That he, the pnrity of whose 
character should have influenced his conduct, even 
in his most domestic retirements ; that he, who, if 
consultipg the dignity of British justice, should have 
remained as stationary as his court in Calcutta ; — 
that such a man should be called to travel 500 
miles for the transaction of such a business, was a 
deviation without a plea, and a degradation without 
example. This, however, was in some degree a 
question to be abstracted for the consideration of 
those who adorned and illumined th^ seats of justice 
in Britain, and the purity of whose character pre- 
cluded the necessity of any further observations on 
so different a conduct. 

With respect to the manner in which Sir Elijah 
Impey bad delivered his evidence, it required some 
observation, though made without imputing to that 
gentleman the smallest culpability. — Sir Elijah had 
admitted, that in e^iving his evidence he had never 
answered without looking equally to the probability 
and the consequences of the fact in question. Some- 
times he had even admitted circumstances of which 
he had no recollection beyond the mere probability 
that they had taken place. — By consulting in this 
manner what was probable, and the contrary, he 
mi^ht certainly have corrected his memory at times, 
ana Mr. Sheridan said he would accept that mode 
of giving bis testimony, provided that the inverse 
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of the proposition mrght also have place, and that 
where a circumstance was improbable, a similar de-» 
gree of credit might be subtracted from the testi- 
mony of the witness. Five times in the house of 
commons, and twice in that court, for instance, had 
Sir Elijah Impey borne testimony that a rebellion 
was raging at Fyzabad at the time of his journey to 
Lucknow. Yet on the eighth examination, he bad 
contradicted all the former, and declared, that what 
he meant was, that the rebellion had been raging, 
and the country was then in some degree restored 
to quiet. The reasons assigned for the former errors 
were, that he had forgotten a letter received from 
Mr. Hastings, informing him, that the rebellion was 
quelled, and that he had also forgotten his own pro- 
position of travelling through Fyzabad to Lucknow. 
With respect to the letter, nothing could be said, as 
it was not in evidence ; but the other observation 
would scarcely be admitted, when it was recollected 
that in the house of commons Sir Elijah Impey had 
declared that it was his proposal to tra^vel through 
Fyzabad, which had originally brought forth the in- 
formation, that the way was obstructed by the rebel- 
lion ! — From this information Sir Elijah Impey had 
gone by the way of Illyabad ; but what was yet* 
more singular, was, that on his return he would 
again have returned by the way of Fyzabad, if he had 
not been again informed of the danger ; so that had 
it not been for these friendly informations, the chief 
justice would have run plump into the very focus of 
the rebellion ! — There were two circumstances, how- 
ever, worthy of remark: the first was, that Sir 
Elijah Impey should, when charged with so danger- 
ous a commission as that of procuring evidence, to 
prove that the Begums had meditated the expul- 
sion of their son from the throne, and^ of the English 
from Bengal, twice intend to pass through the city 
of their residence. 

<< This ffiddy Chief Justice, said Mr. Sheridan, 
disregards business : He wants to see the country ; 
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like some innocent school-boy, he takes the prim* 
lose path, and amuses himself as he goes: He 
thinks not that his errand is on danger and death ; 
and that his pmriy of pleasure ends in loading others 
with irons." When at Lucknow, he never men* 
ti<ms the affidavits to the Nabob ; — no, he is too 
polite ; — he never talks of them to Mr. Hastings — 
out of politeness too. A Mtxster of Ceremonies in 
Justice ! When examined at the bar, he said, — he 
imagines there must have been a sworn interprelerf 
from the looks of the manager. How I looked, 
Heaven knows^ said Mr. Sheridan, but such a phy- 
siognomist there is no escaping. He sees a sworn 
interpreter in my looks ; — he sees the manner of 
taking an oath in my looks !*--he sees the Bason and 
the Ganges in my looks! As for himself, he only 
looks at the tops and bottoms of affidavits ! In seven 
years he takes care never to look at these swear* 
ings ;* and then goes home one night, and undoes 
the whole; though, when he has seen them, Sir 
Elijah seems to Know less about them tlian when 
he was not. 

The second circumstance worthy of observation, 
was, that if a conclusion could be formed from a cloud 
of circumstances, the inference on this occasion 
would undoubtedly be, that Sir Elijah Impey was 
dissuaded, by Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, 
from passing by the way of Fyzabail, as wdil 
knowing, that if, as a friend to Mr. Hastings, ha 
were to approach the Begums, he would be c&a* 
vinced, by his reception, that nothing could be 
more foreign from the truth than the idea of theiv 
supposed disaffection. It was also observable, that 
Sir Elijah Impey, at liucknow, taking evidence i» 
the face of day in mpport of this^ charge of rebel- 
lion against iSke Begums, when conversing with the 
Nabob and hi» minister, heard not a singfe word 
from either, of a rebellion, by whieh it was pro- 
posed to dedirona the Nabob, and ta chenge the 
gav»ni«ent of hifl^do»iniona!-«*And equally imae- 
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countable it appeared, tlif^t Sii^ £}ij»fa TmfNey^ ^1|« 
bad advii^ed the ts^king of iboie ^fid^vits lor thf 
safety of Mr. Hastings, bad never re^d them at the 
time, for thp purpose of seeing wh^th€r they w^w 
siffficient for ihe pnrpoi^e, qv the contrary !«-r After 
so long a reserve, however, and after dealariny 
on qath that he thought it nnnepeseary, the neift 
step takep by Sir Eljjab Inipey was to read tiie tiffin 
dayi^, a$) however late, they might conti'ihttte 
spqiething tp hi^ ipfprmatiop, He had been led to 
this 9tudy, by his own aUegatipp, from havi«ig been 
misled by Mi^- Sheridan, (m^ of tha managers (m 
the pftrt of ^he Comnaona, M^ho, by looking at a 
bppk v?hi^h hp hpld m his hand, had perauaded him 
to dep\arp that a svorn interpreter was present on 
the receiving of those affidavits ;— that Ma\jo^p Pavy 
was present for that purpose j— and that whpevpr it 
was, he was perfectly satisfied with his conduct on 
this occasion ;— when it was^ actually in evidence 
that no interpreter whatsoever was present. Now, 
said Mr. Sheridan, hpw I> by merely looking into 
a book, could intimate the presence of ap interpre- 
ter ; could inculcate the assistance of Major Davy ; 
and could also look the satisfaction conceived by Sir 
Elijah Impey ; are questions which I believe that 
gentleman alone is able to determine ! 

lie should admit, however, be said, that Sip 
Elijah Impey had npt strictly attended to forms, o» 
the occasion of taking those affidavits; that be 
had merely directed the Bible to be given to the 
Whites, and the Koran to the Blacks, and had 
packed up in his wallet the returns of both without 
any further enquiry; or that he had glanced over 
Uiem in India, having previously cut off all com« 
munication between bis eye and his Tmnd^ so that 
tto consciousness was transferred from the former to 
the latter ;, and that he had read them in England, 
if possible, with less information : however strange 
thesp pircumstances might be, he wonjd admit thpnx 
all ;— he would evpft §^«t^ that tl» ^^a^vits. w^» 
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legally and properly taken, and yet would prove 
that those affidavits were not sufficient to sustain 
any one point of criminality against those who 
were the subjects of the present charge. 

After some brief observations on some parts of the 
affidavits, particularly on those of a native officer, 
who, as Mr. Sheridan observed, gave a specimen 
of platoon firing in his evidence, by giving three 
affidavits in one day ;^ he concluded with observing, 
that as it would tend yery much to abbreviate the 
discussion of the present charge^ to enter more 
largely into the tendency of those affidavits, he 
should therefore make a pause for the present, and 
take the liberty of calling the attention of their 
Lordships more particularly to this point on an en- 
suing day. 

At half -past four o'clock the Court adjourned to Friday next. 



Friday, June 6. 
The Court being seated at half -past twelve, after a short pause, 

Mr. Sheridan resumed his speech, by express-^ 
ing his satisfaction, that in the interval of the ad- 

n*nment, the remaining part of the evidence, &c. 
been printed and laid before their Lordships ; — 
as it was the wish of the managers that every docu- 
ment should be before the court at the time, for the 
purpose of determining with more accuracy, whether 
they had or had not borne out the charges which 
they presented. 

Kecurring then to the affidavits taken by Sir 
Elijah Impey at Lucknow, they formed, he ob- 
served, a material article in the defence of Mr* 
Hastings ; and on the decision of their Lordships 

* " He had sworn once — ^then again — anc^made nothing of it : 
then comes he, with another, and swears a third time — and in 
eonmany does better. Single-handed he can do nothing — ^but sue* 
ceeos by platoon swearing and volleys of oaths /" 
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respecting the weight of the allegations which they 
contained^ a great part of this question wonld 
finally depend. With* respect to one part of the 
charge made on the Begums, — ^their having shewn 
an uniform spirit of hostility to the British govern- 
ment,— it had not only failed, but was absolutely 
abandoned by the counsel for the prisoner, as not 
being supported by a tittle of evidence. In de- 
ciding on the other parts of this charge, their having 
comniitted an overt-act of rebellion, their having 
inflamed the Jaghirdars, and excited the discon- 
tents in Oude, their Lordships were to consider the 
situation in which Mr. Hastings stood at the time 
these charges were made. Having failed in his at- 
tempt at Benares, his mind was entirely directed to 
the treasures of the Begums. He knew that such 
was the situation into which he had plunged the 
affairs of the Company, that he knew ne could not 
address his venal masters, unless some treasure waa 
found. He had, therefore, stood forward as an ac* 
cuser, where he was also to preside as a judge ; — 
and with much caution should that judge be heard^ 
who has apparently a profit on the conviction, and 
an interest in the condemnation of the party to be 
tried. He would not from this infer, however, that 
the charge was groundless; but he would argue, 
that until fully proved, it should not meet with im- 
plicit credit. It was obvious also that the attempt 
said to have been made by the Begums to dethrone 
the Nabob and extirpate the English, was in the 
highest degree improbable ; but he would not infer 
from thence, that it/ was impossible. There is in 
human nature a perverse propensity to evil, which 
had sometimes caused the perpetration of bad acts, 
without any obvious gratification resulting to the 
perpetrator. AH he should claim, therefore, was,^ 
that the accusations brought by Mr. Hastings 
against the Begums, should undergo a candid exa« 
mination, and that probable evidence, at least. 
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sbotdd bei broagfat to tbe sAppoi^t of clisErged ih flf^m- 
sdTes inorprobaMe. 

M^. Hustings in bi» deffeAce had eorftiplatiB^^ 
that bis proseciitof had fctteitipted to blacken thes^' , 
aflirdarTTts m rasb^ vrre^ddr, and irretelattC; when 
they had been aiitheniicated by the presence of Sir 
Elijah Infipey, and als he also observed, being tak^& 
HI an enquiry, difected sdkly to establish the gdiK 
of Gheyt SiAg, they wei^e m^i^ely an accessary evi- 
denee in the present ease, and were therefore kfssr 
tiable to suspicion. The reMonitig, in this lalsft itt^ 
stiitiG6| Mr. Sheridan obsei'ved, would nntfotibte^y 
be good ;— but that the ass^ion, that the en^erineS 
were eschisiveiy directed to the erin!kihatiott of 
Cheyf Sing, bad been proved an absolute falsehbdd, 
as they Wew i^aliy intended to justify what Wafs 
alkerWaa*ds to be dotie. . With ^e^pect to Ifae epithets 
bestowed on those ai^dafvks bv his hohoratble fnenid, 
ther truth would beist appear nfotn a f'eview of fheif 
eonteutsv Mf. ^leriddn theti' proceeded to reni^i^ 
on tbe aittda^itsr sevel^d,l^, as^ far as the^ rc^lat^d to 
oharges' against the Beganhs. Tbos^* of the JeAv 
itiadars^ oi^ neftive*' subiedtem ofttieH cofttaiheS 
n^bhlg,- itap^aMd, bdt^ta^gfu^i^uinoiiraUd'i^i^ 
balkle surtmse. 

One defneflreM^ #feo wasr a^ bkA^k (fSket lU €fhe of 
our ^^fnetits of Sejk^^fil, s^ted, thdt haViitg a co«[* 
siderarbie liuniber of people as hostages^ in- a Ml 
whet^' he^ commai»ded, a^d who had h^tk serif 
tytheif by Colonel Hafitiay, l&e country pidbple g^ 
round thefortf, aiid d^nfsmded that l^ey shodld bd 
delivereiiP up j-^iynt instead of complying Willi tfiei^ 
tfefquest, he put Alm6^ fWettty of them to dtfAlii 
he afterwbi^ threw down sdm^ of the battl^tii^fe 
of tbe^fott?, anld k^Ueld fbtrr mo^ of the hostftges; 
a»d, Gti atfdther d^y; the heltdsf of eighti^^ mor^ 
Were^ sIMick off, and aitioftg theiii the heatd of i 
gl^ettt Rajsih of tile eotitfti^i byordtt^ <rf^ Coliitfd 
WMiday • The p^eople round abotit wei^ enraged at 
this execution^ and crowded about the fort ; some 
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of them were heacd to say, that the Begrums had 
offered a reward of 1000 rapees for the head cf 
ever J European ; lOU for the head of every Sepoy 
officer ; and 10 for the bead of a eommon Sepoy, 
But it appeared afterwards, pretty clearly, that no 
such rewards bad, in reality, been offered; for 
when Captain Grordon's detachment took the field, 
the people who surroiinded him told bim, tb«t if he 
would deliver up bis arms and bis baggage, tfley 
would let him and his men oontinue their route un- 
molested : so little were they disposed to enrich 
themselves by the slaughter of the British forces, 
that when Captain Geidon's deta;cfament was re- 
duced, by desertion, to ten men, amd when t^ 
slaughter or capture of them* would baye been of 
course a wovk of very little diffieiiky^ the coanfry 
people remained satisfied with the dispersion of me 
detachment, and then returned to their bomes^ with- 
out att^upting to attack the pow remains of that 
detachment-- the ten mea who eontinued with Cap* 
tain Gordon. That gentleman, in hi» affidsmt suf^ 
posed the Begums to have encouraged die country 
people to rise, because whw be arrived at the baifi& 
o£ me river Saunda Nutta^ oa the oppos^ bank pf 
which stands the town of Saonda; the Fowzdar, or 
Governor, who commanded there f&r the Bow Be^ 
ffum, in whose jaghire the town lay, did not in- 
stantly send boats to carry him and bis men over die 
river ; and because the Fowzdar pointed two or 
three ^uns across the rirer. Now, adoiitting botfa^ 
these facts to be true, they could not a£fect tne Be- 
gums; for it was the duty of the Fowzdar to be on 
his guard, and not to let troops into lus fort^ until 
he knew for what purpose they appeared before it^ 
In the next place, there vm» nothing in the affidavit 
which, indicated that the gun» were pointed against 
Gaptam Gordon and his men; on the contrary, it 
w^as possible tbat these guns had made that gentle- 
man's pursuere^ disperse; for it was rather resvark^ 
able^ that they should pwsue him wfailsl? be wsoi m 
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Jbrce, and should give over the pursuit, vrhen, by 
the desertion of his soldiers, his detachment was re- 
duced to ten men. However, whatever might have 
been the cause of their dispersion, Captain Gordon 
at length got across the river, and found himself in 
a place of iofety^ as soon as he got into a town that 
was under the authority of the Begums, who caused 
him to be sent afterwards, under a protecting guard, 
to Colonel Hannay. This circumstance was sup- 

S'essed in the affidavit made afterwards by Captain 
ordon ; for what purpose it was not for him to 
judge. 

Hyder Beg Cawn, the minister of the Nabob, 
though swearing both to rumour and to fact, could 
mention no particulars of an insurrection which was 
to have dethroned his sovereign. Nor was the evi- 
dence ot Colonel Hannay and the other English offi- 
cers more conclusive : loud suspicions appeared to 
have been propagated at a time of general disturbance, 
and when the flames of war were raging in the 
neighbouring province of Benares. Mr. Middleton, 
though swearing after he had received his final 
orders from Mr. Hastings respecting the seizure of 
the treasures, could only say, that he believed the 
Begums had given countenance to the rebels, and, 
he had heard, some aid. The whole of the depo- 
sitions, Mr. Sheridan observed, were so futile, that 
were they defended i^ an inferior court of justice, 
he was convinced he should be forbidden to reply, 
and told that he was combating with that which 
was nothinjg ! 

With respect to the first part of the charge> the 
rebellion of the Begums, he could find no trace of 
any such transaction. 

^^ The best antiquarian in our Society,'* said Mr. 
Sheridan, " would be, after all, never the wiser ! — 
Let him look where he would, where can he find 
any vestige of battle, or a single blow ? In this 
rebellion, there is no soldier, neither horse nor foot : 
not a man is known fighting ; no offi.ce-order sur-* 
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vives, not an express is to be seen. This Great 
Rebellion, as notorious as otir Forty^jive^ passed 
away — unnatural, but not raging — beginning in 
nothim — and ending, no doubt, just as it began \ 

** If rebellion, my Lords, can thus engender un- 
seen, it is time for us to look about. What hitherto 
has been dramatic^ may become At^^orica/;— Knights- 
bridge may at this moment be invested ; and all 
that is left us, nothing but the forlorn hope-— of 
being dealt wiUi according to the statute— by the 
soundof the Riot Act, and the sight, if it can be, 
of another Elijah!** 

The Counsel had thought proper to dwell for a 
time on the Nabob's going to Fyzabad, on his re- 
turn from Chunar, attended by a guard of 2000 
men. Mr. Middleton being asked, whether these 
men were well-appointed, uiough on another occa^ 
sion he had declared himself no military man, 
caught in the instant a gleam of martial memory^ 
and answered in the amrmative. The contrary, 
however, was proved by the evidence of Captam 
Edwards, who attended the Nabob as his Aid-de- 
campt sind also that those troops were actually mu- 
tinous for their pay, who were then taken to stop 
the progress of disaffection ! Yet he would agree 
to all that the counsel required ; — he would suffer 
the whole 2000 men to enter full trot into the city 
of Fyzabad, '* whilst Middleton stood by out of his 
wits, with a gleam of martial memory ; and whilst 
Sir Elijah, like a man going to learn fashions, or 
freedom in England, takes a sportive tour, as 
smooth and well-beaten as Old Brentford i^ iot 
Captain Edwards had fully proved, that it was 
merely the usual guard of the Nabob. It would 
thereK>re have been disrespectful to have gone with 
less attendance ; he could have no motive for going; 
inci^g. unless he might have intended to make him- 
self a perfect match for the insurrection, which was 
abo. incog, or thought that a rebellion without an 

▼PI.. IX. G 
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atmy, would be most properly subdtted by a prinde 
without a guard. 

Another supposed proof of the dlsafTeclion of the 
Begums was brought, by alleging, that 1,000 
Nudgies had been raised at Fyzabad, and sent to 
the assisftance of Cheit Sing ; a^d this for no other 
reason than a detachment of the «am:e number being 
ill the list of the forces of the fiajah ! This single 
circumstance was taken as full and complete evi- 
dence of the identity of those troops. It was nx> 
matter that the officer second in command with 
Cheit Sing, had sworn that the detachment eaiiie 
from Lucktio^r, and not from Fyzabad ; — this ]Vlr. 
Ha§ti^ngs would have to be a trifling mistake of one 
capital for another! The same officer, however, 
had also deposed, that the troops were of a different 
description; thoi^e of the Begum being swordsnien, 
and those in the service of the Rajah, matchlock- 
men. The inference to be made, therefore, un- 
doubtedly was, that the detachmeiiit did actually 
come from Ludciiow; not sent, perhaps, by the 
Nabob, but by some of the Ja^hirdiairs, his favorites, 
who had abundant power for that purpose, and 
"whose aversion to tne English had always bfeeu 
avowed. The iiaine of Sadib Ally, his half-brother, 
had been mentiohi^d, as bding highly crioiinal in 
these transactions J — but to the question, why Was 
he not punished ? Sir Elijah Impey hdd given the 
beiit answer at that bar, by inforiiiing their lord- 
ships thaCt Sadib Ally was miserably poor! He 
had, therefore, found protection in his /)ot;erfy, and 
safety in his insolvency. Every common mkxim df 
judging on siich ocicasions was certain to be over- 
turned by Mr. Bastings. It ^as generally sup- 
posed, that the needy were the m6st daring ; and 
that necessity was the strongest stimulus to innova- 
ti6n;— but the Oovemor-Generdl, inverting thfs 
proposition, had laid it down as an axiom, that the 
actions of the poor were sufficiently punished by 
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contempt ; that the guilt of an offender should in- 
crease in a precise ratio with his wealth ; and that, 
in fine, where there was no treasure, there 'could 
undoubtedly be no treason ! 

Mr. Sheridan next read the letter of the B^^gum* 
to Mr. Hastings, complaining of the suspicions 
which had been so unjustly raised of her conduct ; 
and referring to Captain Gordon, who could testify 

♦ The letter was as follows : — *' The disturbances of Colonel 
Hannay and Mr. Gordon were made a pretence for seizing my 
jaghire. The state of the matter is this : — ^When Colonel Hannay 
was, by Mr. Hastings, ordered to march to Benares daring the 
troubles of Chcit Sing, the colonel, who had plundered the whole 
country, was incapable of proceeding, from the union of thmuandi 
€f Zeiiundars, who had seked this favorable opportunity ; they ha* 
rassed Mr. Gordon near Junivard, and the Zemindars of that place 
and Acberpore opposed his march from thence, till he arrived near 
Sauada. As the Saunda Nutta, from its overflowing, was difficult 
to cross without a boat, Mr. Gordon sent to the Fowzdar to supply 
bim : he refilled, the boats were all in the river ; but would assist 
him, aocordiag to orders, as soon as possible. Mr. Gordon's situ- 
ation would not admit of his waiting ; he forded the Nutta upon his 
elephant, and was hospitably received and entertained by the 
Fowzdar for six days. In the mean time, a letter was received by 
me from Colonel Hannay, dcsirin? me to escort Mr. Gordon to 
Fycabad. As my friendship for the English was always sincere, 
I readily complied, and sent some companies of l^ejeebs to escort 
Mr. Gordon, and all his effects to F;)^zabad ; where, having provided 
^r his entertainment, I effected his junction with Colonel Hannay, 
The letters of thanks, reoeived from both these gentlemen, upon 
tfab occasion, are still in my possession ; .copies of which, I gave 
in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mn Middleton, 
4hat he might forward them to the Governor-Oeneral. To be 
lirief, those who have loaded me with accusations, are now clearly 
convicted of falsehood. But is it not e%traordinary, that, notwith- 
standing the justness of my cause, nobody relieves my misfortunes! 
*My prayers have been constantly offered to heaven for your 
arrival ; report has announced it, for which reason I have taken 
up the pen, and request you will not place implicit confidence in 
my accusers; but weighing in the scale of justice their falsehoods 

a representations, you will exert your influence in putting a 
to the mlstbrtunes with which I am overwhelmed.^' — Here 
leridan remarked, that the plain and simple language of 
truth gave to the representations of the Begum an Herculean 
force--4ier complaints were eloquence ; her supplications persua- 
io D, and her remonstrances conviction. 

g2 
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her innocence. He also read the letter of Captain 
Gordon to the Begum,* thanking her for her inter- 
ference, and acknowledging that he owed his life 
to her bounty. It had been asked, with an air of 
some triumph, why Captain Gordon was not called 
to that bar? He had answered then as now, that 
he would not call on a man who, in his affidavit, 
had suppressed all mention of this important trans- 
action. He trusted, that if ever he saw him at that 
bar, he should witness a contrite zeal to do away 
the effects of that silence, and behold a penitential 
tear for the part he had then taken. He hoped, 
however, for the honor of human nature, that Cap- 
tain Gordon was then under a delusion ; and that 
he was led on by Mr. Middleton, who was well 
informed of the business, to act a part of which he 
did not know the consequences. Every feeling of 
humanity recoiled from the transaction taken in any 
other point of view. It was difficult to imagine that 
any man could say to a benefactor, " The breath 
that I now draw, next to heaven, I owe to you j 
my existence is an emanation from your bounty ; 
I am indebted to you beyond all possibility of 
Tetum, and therefore, vay gratitude snail be your 
destruction.^ 

The original letters on this occasion from Colo- 
nel Hannay and Captain Gordon, to the Begum, 
had been transmitted by her, through Major Gilpta, 
to Mr. Middleton, for the pnrj^ose of being shewn 
to Mr: Hastings; but the leaves were torn from 

* The letter "was as follows: — *^ Begum Saib, of eaudteddig- 
-Aity, generosity, &c. whom God preserve. 

** After presentmg the usual compliments of servitude, &c. in 
the customary manner, my address is presented. 

*' Your gracious letter, in answer to the petition of your ser- 
vant from Goondah, exalted me. From the contents, I became 
unspeakably impressed with the honor it conferred. May the 
Almighty protect that royal purity, and bestow happiness, encrease 
of wealdi, and prosperity. 

'* The welfare of your ienaat is ttOinfy mring to yoi/rfaoor atut 
benecolenecf ifc. fys." ' 
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Mr. MiddIeton*s letter-book in the place where 
they should have appeared. When examined on 
this subject, he said, that he had deposited Persian 
copies of those letters in the office at Lucknow, but 
that he did not bring translations with him to 
Calcutta, because he left Lucknow the very day 
after he had received the originals. This excuse, 
Mr. Sheridan said, he could boldly assert, was a 
flat and decided perjury!* It could be proved by 
corresponding debates, that Middleton had received 
those letters at least a month before he left Luck- 
now. He departed from that city on the 17th of 
October; but must have received those letters before 
the 20th of the preceding month. He was, there- 
fore, well aware of the purity of those in whose 
oppression he was engaged; he knew that their 
attachment was fully proved^ at the very time 
they were charged with disaffection; but as 
their punishment was predetermined, he, in concert 
with his principal, found it necessary to suppress 
the testimonials of their innocence. — This mass of 
fraud and cruelty, covered as it had been by every 
art which the vile agents could devise, was now 
bared to the view, by the aid of that power who 
can ^ve a giants nerve even to an infant arm. 
The injured sufferers, with tears more powerful 
than argument, and with sighs more impressive 
than eloquence, supplicated their lordships' justice, 

* In this evidence, Mr. Sheridan said in express terms, " there 
appeared flat perjury !— enormity, if it was so, beyond all expec- 
tati(m, made manifest by that power, to whose nod all creatures 
must bend — to whom nothing, m the whole system of thought or 
action, is impossible ; — ^who can invigorate the arm of infancy with 
a gianfs nerve— who can bring light out of darkness, and good out 
of evil—K^an rive the confines of hidden mischief, and dras forth 
each minister of guilt from amidst his deeds of darkness and disas- 
ter; reluctant, alas! and unrepenting ;— -to exemplify, at least, 
if not atone ; and to qualify any casual sufferings of innocence by 
the final doom of its oppressor ;-— to prove there are the never* 
failing corrections of God, to make strait the obliquity of ^ 
man." ^ 
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and called for- that retribution \t^hich should alight 
on the detested but unrepenting author of their 
wrongs. 

The benevolent interference of the Begum in 
favor of Captain Gordon, had been assigned by Mr. 
Hastings in his defence, to her intelligence of the 
successes of the English at that period. — That this 
allegation was founded in manifest falsehood, could 
very easily be proved. The only success which the 
British forces at that time met with, was that of 
Colonel Blair, on the 3d of September, but where 
he himself acknowledged that another victory gained 
at such a loss, would be equal to a defeat. The 
reports spread around the country at the time, were 
of the most unfavorable cast — that Mr. Hastings 
had been slain at Benares, and that the English 
were every where routed. These reports, it was to 
be remarked, were of infinitely more consequence 
to the present argument, than the facts which really 
occurred; but if any doubt remained on the mind 
of any man, it was only necessary to recur to a 
never-failing evidence, in that of Mr. Hastings 
against himself. In "a letter to the council, which 
was on record, Mr. Hastings acknowledged, that 
from the 22d of August, to the 22d of September^ 
which included, of course, the time of Captain Gor- 
don's liberation, he had been confined in a situation 
of the utmost hazard— that his safety, during that 
time, was extremely precarious ; and that the aflfairs 
of the English were generally thought to be unfa- 
vorable in the extreme ! In his defence, however, 
these admissions were totally forgotten. There was 
also, an observable inconsistency in what was there 
alleged— that Colonel Hannay had written to the 
Begum in the stile of supplication — because, in the 
desperate situation of affairs^ he knew of no other 
which he could adopt ; and yet, in the same sen- 
tence it was averred, that the Begum had procured 
the release of Captain Gordon — from her know* 
ledge of the prosperous advances of ow army ! 
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It appeared, therefore, beyond the possibility pf a 
doubt, that those princesses had demonstrated, the 
firipness of their attachment to the English, not in 
the momept of success — not from the ^i^pulse of 
fear, nor from the prospect of future protection ; — 
but at a time w^ien the hoard of coijectecl ven- 
geance was about to burst over our heads; when 
the measure of European guilt in Indi^^ appeared 
to be completely filled, by the oppressions which 
had just then been exercised on the unfortunate 
Cheit Sing ; and when offended heaven seeiped 
to interfere, to change the meak disposition of the 
Datives, — ^to awaken their resentment,— and to in- 
spirit their revenge. 

The second of the remaining parts of the charge 
against the Begums, was their having inflamed 
the Jaghirdars. It was evident, however, even 
from the letters of Mr. Middletqn himself, that no 
such aid was wanted to awaken resentments, which 
must, unavoidably, have arisen from the nature 
of the business. There were many po^erf|il in- 
tierests concerned ;— the Jaghires which were d^e- 
pending, were of a vast amount ; and as their 
owners by the resumption, would be reduced, aj; 
once, to poverty and distress, their own feelings 
were sufficient to produce every effect which had 
been described. It was idle, thereforet to ascribe 
to the Begums, without a shadow of proof, the in- 
spiring of sentiments which must have existed with- 
out their interference. " J shall not waste the time of 
the court," said Mr. Sheridan, " on such a subject, 
but appeal to youjr lordships, individually, to 
determine, whether, on a proposal being made to 
confiscate your several estates, — and the magnitude 
of the objects are not very unequal— the interference 
of d.ny two ladies in this kingdom would be at all 
necessary to a\f aken your resentment^, and to rouse 
you to opposition," &c. 

The discontents which prevailed in the province 
iff Qttde had ;been also, and with similar justice, 
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« attributed to these princesses, and formed the third 
and' last article ot charge against them. But the 
conduct of the officers residing in that province ; 
the repeated complaints from the natives ; and the 
acknowledged rapacity of Colonel Hannay, left no 
difficulty in tracing those discontents to the source 
whence they had originated. The Nabob himself 
was so well convinced of the tyranny of Colonel 
Hannay, that on a proposition coming from Mr. 
Hastings to send him back into the province, the 
Nabob swore by Mahomet, " That it the Colonel 
was sent back, he would quit the province, and 
come to reside with Mr. Hastings." The Go- 
vernor-General, some time after, sent an apology 
for the suggestion ; but it was then too late — Colonel 
Hannay was dead — and the province was deso- 
late! 

/ " Should a stranger survey the land formerly 
Sujah Dowlah*s, and seek the cause of its calamity 
•''-Hshould he ask, what monstrous madness had 
ravaged thus, with wide-spread war — what deso- 
lating foreign foe— what disputed succession— what 
religious zeal — what fabled monster has stalked 
abroad, and with malice and mortal enmity to man, 
has withered with the gripe of death every growth 
of nature and humanity— all the means of delight, 
and each original, simple, principle of bare ex- 

, istence ? the answer will be, if any answer dare 
be given. No, alas ! not one of these things ! no 
desolating foreign foe!— no disputed succession! 
no religious super-serviceable zeal ! This damp of 
death is the mere effusion of British amity ; we 
sink under the pressure of their support—we writhe 
under the gripe of their pestiferous alliance ! 

Thus they suffered 3 in barren anguish and inef- 
fectual bewailings. * And, audacious fallacy ! 
says the defence of Mr. Hastings, What cause 
was there for any incidental ills, but their own 
resistance ? 
": The cause was nature in the first bora principles 
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of man. It ^ew with his growth ! it strengthened ( 
with his strength ! It taught him to understand ; f 
it enabled him to feel : for where there is human 
fate, can there be a penury of human feeling ? ^ 
Where there is injury, will there not be resentment? ' 
Is not despair to be followed by courage ? The | 
God of battlesr pervades and penetrates the inmost 
spirit of man, and rousing him to shake off the bur- 
then that is grievous, and the yoke that is galling; ^ 
will reveal the law written in his heart, and the ' 
duties and privileges of his nature*— the grand, ^ 
universal compact of man with man ! That power J 
is delegated in trust, for the good of all who obey 
it ;— that the rights of men must arm against man's j 
oppression, for that indifference were treason to j 
human state ; and patience, nothing less than bias- / 
phemy against the laws which govern the world.'V / 
That this representation was not exaggerated, 
would appear from the description of Major Nay- 
lor, who had succeeded Colonel Hannay, and who 
had previously saved him from the vengeance 
which the assembled Ryots^ or hus))andmen were 
about to take on their oppressor. The progresf^ of 
extortion, it appeared, had not been uniform in that 
province; it had absolutely increased as its re- 
sources failed ; and as the labor of exaction be- 
came more difficult, the price of that encreased 
labor had been charged as an additional tax on the 
wretched inhabitants ! At length, even in their ' 
meek bosoms, where injury never before begot 
resentment \ nor despair aroused to courage^ en- 
creased oppression had its due effect. They as- 
sembled round their oppressor, and had nearly made 
him their sacrifice. So deeply were they impressed 
with the sense of their wrongs, that they would 
not even accept of life from those who had rescued • 
Colonel Hannay. They presented themselves to 
the «3yprds of the soldiery ; and as they lay bleed- 
ing on tlie banks of their sacred stream, they com- 
forted themselves with the ghastly hope, that their 
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blood would not descend into the soil, but that it 
would ascend to the view of the God of nature, 
and there cl^ini a retribution for their wropgs! — 
Of a people thus injured, and thus feeling, it was 
an audacious fallacy to attribute the conduct to any 
external impulse.— That God, who gave them the 
form of maUy implanted also the wish to vindicate 
the rights of man. Though simple in their man- 
ners, they were not so uninformed as not to know 
that power is in every state a trust reposed for the 
general good ; and that the trust being once abused, 
it should of course be instantly resented. 

The innocence of the Begums, Mr. Sheridan 
continued, being thus most indubitably and incon^ 
trovertibly proved, it could not be allowed that he 
argued fairly, if he did not immediately infer, from 
that proof, the guilt of Mr. Hastings. He would 
go so far as to admit, that Mr. Hastings might have 
been deluded by his accomplices, and have been 
persuaded into a conviction of a criminality which 
did not exist. If that were proved, he wpuld rea- 
dily agree to acquit the prisoner of the present 
charge. But if, on the contrary, there appeared 
in his subsequent conduct, such a concealment as 
denoted the fullest consciousness of guilt ; if all hi3 
narrations of the business were marked with incon- 
sistency and contradiction ; that mind must be 
inaccessible te conviction, which could entertain a 
doubt of his criminality. — From the moQth of Sep- 
tember, in which the seizure of the treasures took 
place, until the January fpllowiug, bad Mr. Has- 
tings wholly concealed the transaction from tbe 
council at Calcutta ! If any thing could be mojre 
singular than this concealment, it was the reason is 
by which it was afterwards attempted to be justi- 
fied. Mr. Hastings 6f st pleaded a want of leisure. 
He was writing ,to the council at a time w.hen he 
complained of an abi^olujte inaction ;— lie found 
tiflje to narrate i^ome pretty EasterA tales, respect- 
ing tiie :attachaienit of the aepoys to their cannon. 
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and their dressing; them with flowers on particular 
occasions; but. of a rebellion which convulsed an 
empire ; of the seizure of the treasures to such an 
amount^ he could not find leisure to sav one sylla- 
blcy until he had secured an excuse for his conduct 
in the possession of the money. The second ex- 
cuse was, that all communication was cut off with 
Fyzabad ; and this was alleged at the time when 
letters were passing daily between him and Mr. 
Middleton; and when Hir Elijah Impey had pro- 
nounced the road to be as free from interruption 
as that between London and Brentford. The third 
excuse was, that Mr. Middleton had taken with him 
on his departure from Chunar, all the original 
papers which it was necessary for Mr. Hastings to 
consult. That the original papers had not oeen 
removed was evident, however, from Mr. Hastings 
sending a copy of the treaty of Chunar to Mr. Mid« 
dlcton, on the fourth day after the resident's depar- 
ture ; though it appeared that it was re-inclosed at 
a proper time to Mr. Hastings, to be shewn to the 
council. A copy of the same had been shewn to 
the Oriental Grotius, Sir Elijah impey; which he 
confessed his having read at the time when he de- 
clared his ignorance of the guarantee granted to the 
Princesses of Oude I Looking to the absurdity of 
reasons such as these, assigned in defence of a 
silence so criminal ; Mr. Sheridan declared, that he 
would lay aside every other argument; that he 
would not dwell on any other topic of guilt, if the 
council for Mr. Hastmgs woula but join issue on 
this point, and prove, to the satisfaction of the court, 
that any of these excuses were, in the smallest de- 
gree sufficient tor the purpose for which they were 
assigned. 

Amidst the other artifices of concealment, was a 
letter from Colonel Uannay, dated October 17, 
178I9 which Mr. Sheridan indisputably proved 
could not have been written at the time ; but was 
fabricated at a subsequent period ; as it contained a 
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mention of facts> which could by no possibility 
have been known to Colonel Hannay at the time 
when it was pretended to have been written. What- 
ever else could be done for the purpose of conceal- 
ment^ was done in that mixture of canting and 
mystery, of rhapsody and enigma — ^Mr. Hast- 
ings's [Narrative of liis Journey to Benares. He 
there set out with a solemn appeal to heaven for the 
truth of his averments, and a declaration of the 
same purport to Mr. Wheeler: — the faith, however, 
thus pledged, was broken both to God and man ; 
for it was already in evidence, that no single trans* 
action had occurred as it was there stated! 

The question would naturally occur to every 
person who had attended to these proceedings^ — 
'^ Why Mr. Hastings had used all these efforts to 
veil the whole of this business in mystery?" — It 
was not strictly incumbent on him to answer the 
question, yet he would reply, that Mr. Hastings 
had obviously a bloody reason for the concealment. 
He had looked to the natural effect of strong inju- 
ries on the human mind : as in the case of Cheit 
Sing, he thought that oppression must beget resist- 
ance ; and the efforts which might be made by the 
Begums in their own defence, though really the 
effectf he was determined to represent as the cause 
of his proceedings. Even when disappointed in 
those aims by the natural meekness and submission 
of those with whom he was to act, he could not 
abandon the idea ; and accordingly in his letter to 
the directors, of January 5, 1782, had represented 
the subsequent disturbances in Oude, as the positive 
cause of the violent measures which he had adopted 
— two months before those disturbances had exist- 
ence ! He there congratulates his masters on the 
seizure of those treasures which, by the law of 
Mahomet, he assures them were the property of 
Asoph ul Dowlah. Thus, the perturbed spirit of 
the Mahometan law, according to Mr. Hastings's 
idea, still hovered round those treasures, and envied 
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them to every possessor, until it at length saw tbeni 
« safely lodged within the sanctuary of the British 
Treasury ! In the same spirit of piety, Mr. Hast- 
ings had assured the house of commons, that the 
inhabitants of Asia believed that some unseen 
power interfered, and conducted all his pursuits to 
their destined end. That Providence, however,' 
which thus conducted the efforts of Mr. Hastings, 
was not the Providence to which others profess 
themselves indebted; — which interferes in the cause 
of virtue, and insensibly leads guilt towards its 
punishment ; it was not, in fine, that Providence 

'' Whose works are goodness, and whose ways are right/' 

The unseen power which protected Mr. Hastings, 
operated by leading others into criminality, which 
as far as it respected the Governor-General, was 
highly fortunate in its effects. If the Rajah NuU'- 
ducomar brings a charge against Mr. Hastings, 
Providence so orders it, that the Rajah has com- 
mitted 2i forgery some years before; which, with 
some friendly assistance^ proves a sufficient reason 
to remove out of the way so troublesome an ac- 
quaintance. • If the company's affitirs are deranged 
through the want of money. Providence ordains it 
so that the Begums, though unconscitmslyf fall into 
a rebellion, and give Mr. Hastings an opportunity 
of seizing on their treasures ! Thra the successes x>f 
Mr. Hastings depended not on any positive merit 
in himself; it was to the inspired felonies^ the hea- 
ven-born crimes^ and the providential treasoiis of 
others that he Was indebted for each success, and 
for the whole tenor of his prosperity ! 

It must undoubtedly bear a strange appearance, 
that a man of reputed ability should, even when 
acting wrongly, nave had recourse to so many 
bungling artifices, and spread so thin a veil over 
his deceptions. But those who testified any surprise 
at this circum8ta,nce, must have attended but little 
to the demeanor of Mr. Hastings. Through the 
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whole course of his conduct he seemed to have 
adhered to one general rule — to keep as clear as 
possible off the fact which he was to relate ! Ob- 
' serving* this maxim, his only study was to lay a 
foundation as Janciftd and as ornamental as pos- 
sible ; — then by a superadded mass of fallacies, the 
superstructure was soon complete, though by some 
radical defect it never failed to tumble on his own 
head : — rising from those ruins, however, he was 
soon found rearing a similar edifice, but with a like 
effect. Delighting in difficulties, he disdained the 
plain and secure foundation of truth ; he loved, on 
the contrary, to build on a precipice^ and encamp on 
a mine. Inured to falls, he felt not the danger ; 
and frequent defeats had given him a hardihood, 
without impressing a sense of the disgrace/ 

It had been a maxim once as much admitted in 
the practice of common life, as in the school of 
phiiosophy, that where heaven was inclined to de- 
^ «troy the vice, it began by debai^ng the intellect 
i This idea was carried i^till farther by the right ho- 
norable gentieman {Mr. Burke), who opened the 
prosecution ; who declared, that prudence and vice 
] were tisfngt; absolutely incompatible ; — 'that the vi- 
cious man being deprived of his best energies, and 
curtailed in his proportion of understanding, was 
' left with snob a short-sighted degree of penetration, 
as co^d not come under the denomination of pru-- 
dence. This sentiment did honor to the name of his 
right honorable friendt " to whom," said Mr. Sheri- 
' -dan, ** I iook up with homage ! — whose genius is com- 
mensurate with his philanthropy — whose memory 
will stretch itself beyond the fleeting objects of any 
little partia/l shuffling, through the whole wide range 
<of human knowledge, and honoraUe aspiration after 
Imman good i as large as the system which forms 
life^^as lasting as th^e objects that adorn." 

Boft it was still to he remembered, t;hat there 
were other characters besides a Csesar and a Crom- 
well; v^Of acting /on determinations inimical 4o 
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virtue, and hostile to the laws of society, bad pro- 
ceeded, if not with pnedenccj yet with an all-corn^ 
manding sagacity^ that was productive of similar 
effects. Those, however, were isolated characters, 
whicli left the vice that dared to follow either in a 
state of despondent vassalage, or involved it in 
destruction. Such was the present ins^tance of 
failure ; and such it was always to be trusted 
would be that of every other who regarded such 
characters with an eye of emulation.^ Such was the * 
perpetual law of tiature, that virtue, whether placed 
in a circle more contracted or enlarged, moved 
with sweet consent in its allotted orbit ; there was 
ho dissonance to jar, no asperity to divide ; and that 
harmony which made its felicity, at the same time 
constituted its protection. Of vice, on the contrary, 
the parts were disunited, and each in barbarous 
language clamored for its pre-eminence. It was a 
scene where though dne domineering passion migtit 
have sway, the Others still pressed forward with 
their dissonant claims, and in the mc^al worlds ef- 
fects still awaiting On their causes, the discord of 
course ensured the defeat.'' 

Mr. Sheridan reverted again to the subject of the 
claims made on the Princesses of Oude. Whether 
those were first made by the Nabob, or suggested 
to him by his sovereign, Mr. Hastings, though the 
counsel had labored much to prove the former, ap- 
peared to him to carry very little difference. If the 
seizure was made as a confiseation and punishment 
for supposed guilt — then, if ever there was a crime 
which ought to pass " unwhipped of justice,'* it 
was that where a son must necessarily be made the 
instrument of an infliction, by which he broke his 
iibvenant. of existence, and violated the condition 
\y which he held his rank in society. If, on the 
contrary, it was meant as a resumption, in conse- 
quence of a supposed right in the Nabob, then Mr. 
^H^stings should have recollected the guarantee of 
the company granted to the Begems ; unless it was 



96 [JUNE 10, 

meant to be said, that Mr. Hastings acted in that as in 
other instances ; and assured them of his protection, 
until the very moment when it was wanted. It was 
idle, however, to dwell on the conduct or free 
agency of a man who, it was notorious, had no 
will of his own. What Mr. Middleton asserted at 
that bar would scarcely be put in competition with 
a series of established facts ; by which it appeared, 
that the Nabob had submitted to every indignity, 
and yielded to every assumption. It was an ac- 
knowledged fact, that he had even been brought to 
join in that paltry artifice which had been termed 
the subornation of letters. This practice was car- 
ried to such a length, that he in the end complained, 
in a manner rather ludicrous, that he was really 
tired of sending different characters of Mr. Bristow, 
in pursuance of the directions sent to the resident. 
He had pronounced black white and white black so 
often, that he reallv knew not what to say; and 
therefore begged that, once for all, the friends of 
Mr. Hastings might be considered^ as his, and that 
their enemies might also be the same. After this it 
was superfluous to argue that the Nabob could 
direct his views to so important an object as the 
seizing of the treasures, unless he had been im- 
pelled by Mr. Middleton, and authorised by Mr. 
Hastings ! 

At half-past four o'clock^ Mr, Sheridan being apparent^ ex* 
hmutedt by a speech of four hours continuance, the court ad- 
jmirmd. 



June 10. 

The Lord Chancellor net hamng had it in his power to attend the 
court this day. Earl Bathiurst presided in his stead, and took his 
seat upon the woolsack. His lordship having called upon the commons 
to proceed, 

Mr. Sheridan rose. He said, that relying 
upon the attention with which he was honored the 
last time he had the honor of addressing their lord- 
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«hips, he trould Hot t^capitufate on this oecasiea 
what he had said on Friday, to shew that the 
Nabob of Oade had been reduced by Mr. Hastings 
to the degraded state of a dependent prince, who 
had no will of his own ; but was obliged to pursue 
any measure which Mr. Hastings was pleased to 
dictate to him. The counsel for the prisoner h^ 
labored to impress their lordships with an idea that 
the Nabob was a prince, sovereignly independent^ 
and in no degree subject to the control of Mr. 
Hastings ; but after the numberless proofs that ,had 
been given of his being a cypher in the ha^ids <tf 
the Governor-General, it would be incumbent on 
the counsel to prove his independence by very strong 
evidence indeed; and he believed, that in the affair 
of the resumption of the jaghires, and the seizure of 
the treasures in particular, they Would find it a very 
difficult matter to execute such a task. The honor* 
able managers had asserted, that the measure off 
seizing the treasures had originated with Mr. Hasib- 
ings ; and they had given in evidence many strong 
proofs in support of the assertion ; it would be in- 
eumbent therefore on the counsel to prove that the 
measure had originated with the Nabob; and of 
that they could not give a more satisfactory ptH)of 
than the paper, or instrument, in which it Was 
originally proposed bv him to Mr. Hastings. But 
as he believed no such proposition ever came from 
the Nabob as an original measUi'e, so he todk it for 
granted the counsel could never produce any letter 
or paper from that prince, containing any such 
proposition, as coming immediately from himself. 

The seizure of the treasures and the jaghires was 
the ^ect of a dark eanspiracyy in which no more 
than six persons were concerned. Three of the 
conspirators were of a higher order-— these were 
Mr* Ha$UngSj who niight be considered as the prin- 
cipal and leader in this black affair ; Mr. MiddU* 
ion^ the English resident at Lucknow ; and Sir 
Elyah Jmpey ;-^fae tluree inferior or laibordinAte 

yOJL. XI. H 
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conspirators were, Hyder Beg Khan^ the nominal 
itninister of the Nabob, but in reality the creature of 
Mr. Hastings ; Colonel Hannay^ and Ali Ibrahim 
Khan. 

Sir Elijah Impey was intrusted by Mr. Hastings 
te ccmvey his orders to Mr.Middleton, and to concert 
Wth him the means of carrying them into execution. 
As this gentleman was a principal actor in this ini- 
quitous affair, Mr. Sheridan tboDght it would be 
necessary to take notice of some parts of the evi- 
dence which he had delivered upon oath at their 
lordships' bar. 

When Sir £lijah was asked, what became of the 
Per^sian affidavits (sworn before him) after he had 
delivered them to Mr. Hastings, he replied, that 
he really did not know. He was asked, if he had 
got them translated, or knew of their having been 
translated, or had any conversation with Mr. Hast* 
ings on the subject of the affidavits ? He replied, 
that he knew nothing at all of their having been 
translated, and that he had no conversation what- 
ever with Mr. Hastings on the subject of the affi- 
davits after he had delivered them to him. He was 
next asked, whether he did not think it a little sin- 
gular, that he should not havelield any conversation 
with the Oovernor-General, on a subject of so much 
moment as was that of the affidavits he had taken ? 
His answer was^ that he did not think it singular ; 
and his reason for thinking to the contrary, was, that 
he left Chunar the very day after he delivered the 
affidavits to Mr. Hastings. From this answer their 
lordships might infer, that Sir Elijah, on quitting 
Chunar, had left the Governor-General behind him; 
but Mr. Sheridan said, he would prove that this was 
by no means the case; for, from letters written by 
Sir Elijah himself, and which had been read in 
evidence, it appeared, that he arrived at Chunar 
the 1st of December, 1781; that he then began to 
take affidavits; that having completed that business, 
he and Mr. Hastings left Chunar together, and set 
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out on the road to Benares; and that, having been 
together from the 1st to the 6th of December, the 
former took leave of the latter, and proceeded on his 
way to Calcutta. Here Mr. Sheridan left their lord- 
ships to judge how far Sir Elijah Impey had or had 
not attempted to impose upon them, when he said, 
that his reason for not thinking it singular, that he 
should not have had any conversation with Mr. 
Hastings on the subject of the affidavits, after he 
had delivered them to that gentleman, was, that 
he left Chunar the very next day. The inference 
was, that therefore he could not have conversed 
with him ; — but now their lordships must see that 
such an inference would be false; as Sir Elijah 
Impey left Chunar in company with the Governor- 
General; and continued with him till the 6th of 
December. If then the answer made by Sir Elijah 
was so worded, as to lead to a false infejrence, it 
would be for their lordships to judge, whether the 
whole of his evidence, on that point, was or was 
not calculated to mislead and deceive them; 

There was another part of the same gentleman's 
evidence, which he would prove was not entitled 
to any credit from their lordships. Sir Elijah had 
sworn, that he knew nothing of the Persian affi- 
davits having been translated. Now it so happened 
that a letter from Major William Davy, the con- 
fidential secretary of Mr. Hastings, and Persian 
translator, had been read to their lordships in evi- 
dence ; from which it appeared, that he had made 
an affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey himself, at 
Buxar, on the 12th of December, just six days 
after that gentleman and Mr. Hastings parted, the 
puq)ort of which was, that the papers annexed to 
the affidavit were faithful translations of the Per- 
sian affidavits (also annexed) taken by Sir Elijah; 
the date (the 12ih of December) appeared no fewer 
than six times in Major Davy's deposition^ so that 
there could not be any mistake in it ; it was sworn 
before Sir Elijah, and was signed by him} and yetf 

H % 
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that gentleman had sworn, before their lordships, 
that he had never heard of any translation of those 
Persian aflSdavits. Upon these two circumstances, 
Mr. Sheridan said, he would make only one remark, 
Tirhich had been used by a very great man, " That 
no one could tell where to look for truth, if it could 
not he found on the judgment seat ; or know what to 
credit, if the affirmation of a judge was not to he 
trusted.^'' 

Sir Elijah Impey, as he had observed before, 
was intrusted by Mr. Hastings to concert with Mr. 
Middleton the means of carrying into execution the 
orders of which Sir Elijah was the bearer from the 
Crovemor-General to the Resident. These orders 
did not appear any where in writing ; but their 
lordships had been made acquainted with the pur- 
port of them by the most satisfactory evidence: 
they therefore knew tiiat Mr. Middleton was, in 
obedience to them, to persuade the Nabob to pro- 
pose, as from himself to Mr. Hastings, the seizure 
of the Begums' treasures. That this was the real 
fact, would appear unquestionable, from the general 
tenor of Mr. Middleton's letters on the subject, and 
from Mr. Hasting's own account of the business in 
his defence. The latter appeared to be extremely 
at a loss how to act about the treasures. The (sup- 

Sosed) rebellion of the Begums made it extraor- 
inary, that at the moment when he was confiscating 
their estates, he should stipulate that an annusd 
allowance, equal to the produce of those estates, 
iihould be secured to them. He found himself em- 
barrassed how to proceed also respecting the trea- 
sures; for, on the one hand, he did not wish to 
appear the principal mover in seizing them, and yet 
he did not hesitate to charge them with treason and 
rebellion ; for which he might have seized them as 
forfeited to the state. In the latter case it looked 
as if he feared to do what the treason of the 
Begums would have justified him in doing. His 
embarrassmeut on this occasion proved that he was 
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conscious of the iniustice of his proceedinga against 
those ladies. If tuey were notoriously in rebel lion, 
there could not be any ground for his being ashamed 
of appearing in the measure of seizing their pro* 
perty : it was only the consciousness of their inno- 
cence that could make him afraid of undertakinsr 
what would bring upon him the execration of au 
ranks of people. In this perplexity he desired Sir 
Elijah Impey would instruct Mr. Middleton to urge 
the Nabob to propose^ as from himself, the seizure 
of the treasures. The unhappy prince, without a 
will of his own, consented to make the proposal, as 
an alternative for the resumption of the jaghires— 
a measure to which he had the most unconquerable 
reluctance. Mr. Hastings, as it were to indulfi^e 
the Nabob, agreed to the proposal ; rejoicing at the 
same time that his scheme had proved so far success- 
ful, as that this proposition, eoming from the Nabob, 
would, as he thougnt, free him (Mr. Hastings) from 
the odium of plundering the princesses. I3ut the 
artifice was too shallow ; and their lordships were 
now &ble to trace the measure to its source. They 
were now apprized, from the evidence, that Mr. 
Hastings had suggested it to Sir Elijah Impey, 
that he might suggest it to Mr. Middleton, that he 
might suggest it to the Nabob, that his highness 
might suggest it to Mr. Hastings \ and thus sug^ 
gestion returned to the place from which it originally 
set out. One single passage from a letter, written 
by Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hastings, on the 2nd of 
December, 1781, would make this point appear as 
clear as day. In this passap^e Mr. Middleton in- 
formed the Governor-General, " That the Nabob, 
wishing to evade the measure of resuming the jag- 
hires, had sent him a message to the following 
purport: — That if the measure proposed was in* 
tended to procure the pavment ot the balance due 
to the companv, he could better and more expedi* 
tiously effect that obiect, by taking from his mother 
the treasures of his father ; which he asserted to be 
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in het hands; and to which he claimed a right, 
'founded in the laws of the Koran ; and that it would 
be sufficient that he (Mr. Hastings) pjould hint hU 
opinion upon itf without giving a formal sanction to 
the measure proposed. Mr. Middleton added, The 
resumption of thejaghires it is necessary to suspend^ 
till I have your answer to this letter. ^^ 

Upon this letter, Mr. Sheridan said, he had some 
observations to submit. In the first place, it was 
clear, that though the Nabob had consented to make 
the desired proposal for seizing the treasures, it was 
only an alternative ; for it entered into the Naboh's 
head both to seize the treasures, and resume the 
jaghires : the former measure he wished to substi- 
tute in the room of the latter, and by no means to 
couple them together ; but Mr. Hastings was too 
nice a reasoner for the prince — for he insisted that 
one measure should be carried into execution, be- 
cause the Nabob had proposed it; and the other be- 
' cause he himself determined upon it; and thus each 
party found his alternative adopted. 

Another remark upon this letter was, that here the 
Nabob was still taught to plead his right to the trea- 
sures, as fqunded' upon the laws of the Koran ; but 
not a word was said about the guarantee and treaty 
that had barred or extinguished that right, what- 
ever it might have been. But if all that Mr. Hast- 
ings would have the world believe was true, he had 
a much better claim ; ag'ainst which the treaty and 
guarantee could not be pleaded ;— and that was the 
treason of the Begums, by which they had forfeited 
all their property to the state, and every claim upon 
the English for protection. But upon this right by 
forfeiture, the Nabob was silent; — he was a stranger 
to rebellion, and to the treason of his parents ; and 
therefol'e was reduced to the necessity of reviving a 
claim under the laws of the Koran, wbicb the treaty 
and guarantee had for ever barred. 

The last observation with which he would trouble 
their lordships, was upon the very remarkable ex- 
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pressioD contained in this letter — " That it would be 
sufficient to hint his (Mr-. Hastings) opinion, upon i% 
m)ithout giving u formal sanction to the measure pro^ 
posed.''— Why this caution ? If the Begums had 
been guilty of treason, why should he be fearful of 
declaring to the world, that it was not the practice 
of the English to protect rebellious subjects, and 
prevent their injured sovereigns from proceeding 
against them according to law ? That therefore he 
considered the treaty and guarantee^ by which the 
Begums held their property, as no longer binding 
upon the English government, who consequently 
could have no further right to interfere between 
the Nabob and his rebellious parents, but ought to 
leave him at liberty to punish or forgive them as he 
should think fit. But, instead of holding this lan« 
guage, which manliness and conscious integrity 
would have dictated, had he been convinced of the 
guilt of the Begums, Mr. Hastings wished to de« 
rive all possible advantage from active measures 
against the Begums, and, at the same time, so far to 
save appearances, as to be thought passive in the 
affair. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that in another passage 
of the same letter upon which he had just made 
these observations, Mr. Middleton informed the 
Governor-General that he sent him at the same time 
a letter from the Nabob on the subject of seizing the 
treasures ; but this letter had been suppressed. Mr. 
Sheridan called upon the counsel for tne prisoner to 
produce it, and then it would speak for itself ; or to 
account satisfactorily to their lordships for its not 
having been entered upon the company's records. 
But this, he said, was not the only suppression of 
which he had reason to complain ; the afiidavit of 
Goulass Roy, who lived at Fyzabad, the residence 
of the Begums, and who was known to be their 
enemy,, was suppressed. No person could be so 
wall informed of their guilt, if they had been guilty, 
as Goulass Roy, who lived upon the spot where 
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levies were sai4 to have been made for Cheit Sib^, 
by order of the Begums. Therefore, if his terti* 
mony had not destroyed the idea of a rebellion on* 
iine part of the Begums, there was no doubt but it 
would have been carefully preserved. The infor- 
mation of Mr. Scott had also been suppressed. 
iThat gentleman had Kved unmolested at Saundat 
where Sumpshire Khan commanded for the Be- 
^ms, and where he had carried on an extensive 
manufacture, without the least hindrance from this 
(supposed) disaffected Goyemor Sumpshire Khan« 
Mr. Scott was at Saunda when Captain Gordon ar*« 
rived there, and when it was said tiiat the governor 
pointed the guns of the fort upon Captain Gordon's 

5 arty. If this circumstance nad really happened, 
Ir. Scott must have heard of it, as he was himself 
at the time under the protection of those very guns. 
Why then was not the examination of this gentle- 
man produced ? He believed their lordships were 
satisfied, that if it had supported the allegations 
against Sumpshire Khan, it would not have been 
suppressed. 

Mr. Sheridan said, it was not clear to him that 
servile a tool as Mr. Middleton was, Mr. Hastings 
had thought proper to entrust him with every part 
of his intentions throughout the business of the Be- 
gttms ; he certainly mistrusted, or pretended to mis- 
trust him in his proceedings relative to the resump- 
tion of the Jagbires, when it began to be ru«* 
moured abroad, that terms so favorable to the Na- 
bob, as he obtained in the treaty of Chunar, by which 
Mr. Hastings consented to withdraw the temporary 
brigade, and to remove the English gentlemen from 
Oude, would never have been granted, if the Nabob 
had not bribed the parties concerned in the negocis^ 
tion to betray the interest of the company. As soon 
as these rumours reached the ears of Mr. Hastings^ 
he accused Mr* Middleton and his assistant-resident^ 
Mr. Johnson, with having accepted bribes from the 
Nabob* They both joined in the mest solemn as- 
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»uranc6S of their innocence^ and called God to wit* 
ness the truth of their declarations. Mr. Hastings, 
after this» appeared satisfied ; possibly the cousci* 
ousness that he had in his own pocket the only 
bribe which had been given on the occasion (the 
100,000/.) might have made him the less earnest in 
prosecuting any further enquiry into the business. 

From a passage in a letter from Mr. Hastings, it 
was clear he did not think proper to commit to 
writing all the orders that he wished Mr. Middle- 
ton to execute ; for there Mr, Hastings expressed 
his doubts of that person's '' firmness and activity ; 
and| above alK of his recollection of his instructions^ 
and tlieir importance ; and said, that if he (Mr. Mid- 
dleton) could not rely on his own power» and the 
means he possessed for performing those service*, 
be would/r^e him from the charge^ and would pro- 
eeed himself to Lucknow, and would himself mh-' 
dertake them.'' 

Their lordships must presume that the instruc-* 
tions alluded to must have been verbal ; for had they 
been written, there was no danger of their having 
been forgotten. Here Mr. Sheridan called upon the 
counsel to state what those instructions were which 
were of so much importance,— which the Governor 
was greatly afraid Mr. Middleton Hoould not recol* 
lect, — 'and which, nevertheless, he did not dare to com- 
mit to writing, although it would have been the most 
effectual way to prevent him from forgetting them. 

To make their lordships understand some other 
expressions in the above passage, Mr. Sheridan re* 
called to their memory, tnat it had appeared in the 
evidence, that Mr. Middleton had a strong obiection 
to the resumption of the Jaghires, which ne tbouffht 
a service of so much dangert that he removed Mrs. 
Middleton and her family when he was about to 
enter upon it ; for he expected resistance not only 
from the Begums, but from the Nabob's own au- 
meels, who knowing that the Nabob was a reluctant 
instrument in the bands of the English, thought 
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they would please him by l^esisting a measare to 
which they knew he had given his authority against 
his will ; in a word, Mr. Middleton expected that 
the whole country, as one man, would rise against 
him; and therefore it was that he suspended the 
execution of the order of resumption, until he should 
find whether the seizing of the treasures, proposed 
as an alternative, would be accepted as such. Mr. 
Hastings pressed him to execute the order for re- 
suming the Jaghires, and offered to go himself upon 
that service, if the other should decline it. Mr« 
Middleton, at last, having received a thundering 
letter from Mr. Hastings, by which he left him to 
act under " a dreadful responsibility," set out for Fy- 
zabad. For all the cruelties and barbarities that 
were executed there, the Governor-General in his 
narrative said, he did not hold himself responsible, 
because he had commanded Mr. Middleton to be 
persoAally present during the whole of the transac- 
tion, until he should have completed the business of 
seizing the treasures, and resuming the Jaghires. 
But for what purpose had he ordered Mr. Middle- 
ton to be present ?— He would answer, by quoting 
the orders verbatim. — " You yourself must be p^^ 
$ona%prc^en<«— you. must not allow any negociation 
or forbearance ; but must prosecute both services 
until the Begums are at the entire mercy of the 
Nabobs." — These peremptory orders, given under a 
** dreadful responsibility," were not issued for pur- 
poses of humanity, that the presence of the resident 
might restrain the violence of the soldiers, but that 
Mr. Middleton should be a watch upon the Nabob, 
to steel his heart against the.feelings of returning na- 
ture in his breast, and prevent the possibility of 
his relenting, or granting any terms to his mother 
and grandmother. This was the abominable pur- 
pose for which Mr. Hastings had commanded nim 
to be present in person; and, on account of his pre- 
sence for such an end, Mr. Hastings pleaded that 
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he was not responsible for what was done on that 
occasion at Fyzabad. ' 

Ha^e Mr. Sheridan was taken itl, and retired for a while, to try 
if in the fresh air he could recover, so as that he might conclude all he 
had to say upon the evidence on the second charge. Mr, Adam, tn 
the mean time, read some Utters of Mr. MiMleton, Some time 
after, Mr, Fox informed their lordships, that Mr. Sheridan was 
much better, but that he felt he was not siyfficiently so to be able to 
do justice to the subfect he had in hand. The managers therefore 
hoped their lordMps would be pleased to appoint a future day, on 
which Mr. Sheridan would finish his observations on the evidence. 
Upon this their lordships returned to their own house, and adjourned 
the Court to Friday, June 13. 



June 13. 

At twelve o'clock the Lord Chancellor, and the mover of the pre^ 
sent charge, appeared in their reactive places, and both in a state 
i^recoveixd health. 

Mr. Sh£Rii>an began, by apolos^izing for the 
inten*uption which his indisposition had caused on 
the former day. He assured their lordships, in the 
strongest terms, that nothing* but the importance of 
the cause, to which he felt himself totally unable to 
do justice, could have made him trespass on that in- 
dulgence, which on other occasions, he had so amply 
experienced. « * 

He had then concluded, with submitting to their 
lordships, the whole of the correspondence, as far as 
it could be obtained, between the principals and 
agents, in the nefarious plot carried on against the 
Nabob Vizier and the Begums of Oude. These let- 
ters were worthy the most abstracted attention of 
their lordships, as containing not only a narrative of 
that foul and unmanly conspiracy, but also a detail 
of the motives and ends for which it was formed, 
and an exposition of the trick, the quibble, the pre- 
varication, and the untruth with which it was then 
acted, and now attempted to be defended ! — The 
question would undoubtedly suggest itself, why the 
correspondence ever was produced by the parties 
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dgainst whom it was now adduced in evidence, and 
wno had so much reason to distrust the propriety of 
their own conduct ? — To this the answer was, that it 
was owing to a mutual and providential resentment 
which had broken out between the parties, which 
was generally the case between persons concerned 
in such transactions. Mr. Middleton was incensed, 
and felt as a galling triumph the confidence reposed 
by the Governor- General in other agents. Mr. 
Hastingis was oifended by the tardy wariness which 
marked the conduct of Middleton ; by the various 
remonstrances by the agent— though as knowing 
the man to whom they were addressed, they were 
all grounded on motives of policy, not of humanity; 
and of expediency, which left justice entirely out of 
the question; but the great ostensible ground of 
quarrel was, that Middleton had dared to spend two 
days in negociation — though that delay had pre- 
Tented the general massacre of upwards of two thou- 
sand persons f — The real cause, however, of this dif- 
ference, was a firm belief on the part of Mr. Hast- 
ings, that Mr. Middleton had inverted their different 
situations, and kept the lion^s share of plunder to 
himself. There were, undpubtedly, some circum- 
stances to justify this suspicion. At the time when 
Mr. Hastings had ' first complained, the Nabob's 
treasury was empty, and his troops so mutinous for 
their pay, as even to threaten his life ; yet in this 
moment of gratitude and opulence^ Middleton inti-. 
mated the Nabob's desire to make Mr. Hastings a 
present of 100,000/. That sacrifice, however, not 
being deemed sufficient, Mr. Middleton was recalled, 
and Major Palmer was sent in his room, with in- 
structions to tell the Nabob that such a donation 
was not to be attempted : the prince, however, with 
^ an unfortunate want of recollection, said that " no 
such oflfer had ever been in his mind." — Thus, it 
had always been considered as the heightening of a 
favor bestowed, that the receiver should not know 
from what quarter it came ; but it was reserved for 
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Mr. Middleton to improve on this by such a delieaie 
refinement^ that the pei^n giving should be totally 
ignorant of the favor he conferred ! 

But notwithstanding these little differences and 
suspicions, Mr. .Hastings and Mr. Middleton, on 
the return of the latter to Calcutta in October, 1782, 
continued to live in the same style of friendly coUm- 
sion, Bnd fraudulent familiarity as ever. But when 
Mr. Bristow, not answering the purposes of Mr. 
Hastings, was accused on the suborned letters pro- 
cured from the Nabob, one of which pronounced him 
the blackest character in existence, while another, 
of the same date, spoke of him as a very honest fel- 
low ; Mr. Hastings thought it might appear parti- 
cular ; and therefore, after their intimacy of six 
months, accuses Mr. Middleton also before the board 
at Calcutta. It was then that in the rash eager- 
ness which distinguished his pursuit of every object, 
Mr. Hastings had incautiously, but happily for the 
present purposes of justice, brought forth these se- 
cret letters. It mattered not what were the views 
which induced Mr. Hastings to bring that charge ; 
whether he had drawn up the accusation, or obliged 
Mr. Middleton with his aid in framing a defence ; 
the whole ended in a repartie, and a poetical quota- 
tion from the Governor-General. The only cir- 
cumstance material to the purposes of humanity, was 
the production of instmments, t^y which those who 
had violated every principle of justice and benevo- 
lence, were to see their guilt explained, and it was 
to be hoped, to experience that punishment which 
they deserved. 

To \}^Qse private letters it was that their lordships 
were to look for what ever elucidation of the subject 
could be drawn from the parties concerned : writ- 
ten in the moments of coixjSdence, they declared the 
real motive and object of each measure; the public 
letters were only to be regarded as proofs of guilt, 
whenever they established a contradiction. The 
counsel for the prisoner had chosen, as the safest 
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'ground, to rely on IJie public letters, written for the 
concealment of fraud and purpose of deception. 
They had, for instance, particularly dwelt on a pub- 
lic letter from Mr. Middleton, dated in December, 
1781, which intimated some particulars of supposed 
conliumacy in the Begums, with a view to counte- 
nance the transactions which shortly after took place, 
and particularly the resumption of the Jaghires. 
But this letter both Sir Elijah Impey and Mr. Mid- 
dleton had admitted, in their examination at that 
bar, to be totally false ; though if it were in every 
point true, the apprehension of resistance to a mea- 
sure could not by any means be made a ground for 
the enforcement of that measure in the first instance. 
The counsel seemed displeased with Mr. Middleton 
for the answer, and therefore repeated the question. 
The witness, however, did not reallv fall into their 
humour; for he declared, that he did not recollect a 
particle of' the letter; and though memory was un- 
doubtedly not the forte of Mr. Middleton, he was 
not, perhaps, entirely faulty on this occasion, as the 
letter was certainly of a later fabrication, and per- 
haps not from his hand. This letter, however, was 
also in direct contradiction to every one of the de- 
fences set up by Mr. Hastings. — Another public 
letter, which had been equally dwelt on, spoke of 
the " determination of the Nabob" to resume the 
Jaghires. It had appeared in evidence, that the 
Nabob could by no means be compelled to yield to 
their measures — that it was not until Mr. Middleton 
had actually issued his own perrvannas for the col- 
lection of the rents, that the Nabob, rather than be 
brought to the utmost state of degradation, agreed 
to let the measure be brought forward on his own 
act ! The resistance of the Begums to that mea- 
sure was noticed in the same letter, as an instance 
oi female levity — as if their defence of the property 
assigned for their subsistence was to be made a 
reproac)[)| — or that they deserved a reproof for 
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female liffhtneiSf by entertaining a feminine ob* 
jection — to their being starved ! 

This resistance to the measure, which was ex- 
pected, and the consoling slaughter on which Mr. 
Hastings relied, were looked to in all those letters 
as a iustification of the measure itself. There was 
not the smallest mention of the anterior rebellion, 
which by prudent after-thouffht had been so greatly 
magnified. There was not a syllable -of those dan* 
gerous machinations which were to have dethroned 
the Nabob ; — of those sanguinary artifices by which 
the English were to have been extirpated — Not a 
particle concerning those practices was mentioned 
in any of Middleton's letters to Hastings, or.jn the 
still more confidential communication which he 
maintained with Sir Elijah Impey; though after 
the latter his letters were continually posting, even 
when the Chief Justice was travelling round the 
country in search of affidavits. When on the 28th 
of November, he was busied at Lucknow on that 
honorable business, and when three days after he 
was found at Chunar, at the distance of two hundred 
miles, prompting his instruments, and like Ham- 
let's Ghost exclaiming — " Swear /'* — ^his progress 
on that occasion was so whimsically sudden, when 
contrasted witn the gravity of his employ, that an 
observer would be tempted to quote again from the 
same scene, — '* Hat Old Trumenny, canst thou 
mole so fast t the ground ?" — Here, however, the 
comparison ceased — ^for when Sir Elijah made his 
visit to Lucknow, *^ to rvhet: the almost blunted pur- 
pose'^ of the Nabob, his language was wholly diffe- 
rent from that of the. poet: — ^it would have been 
much against his purpose to have said, 

** Taint not thy miDcl, nor let thy soul contrive 
, " Agamst thy mother aught !" 

On the subject of those affidavits, he would only 
make another single observation. Sir Elijah Im- 
pey had denied all acquaintance with their contents, 
though he had beenactually accompanied to JSuxar 
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by Major Davy, who there translated them from 
the Persian, for the use of Mr. Hasting ! There 
was amongst them, an affidavit taken in English, 
from a native at Buxar, but which was first ex- 
plained to the deponent by Major Davy in the pre- 
sence of Sir Elijah Impey. How far therefore the 
assertion of the Chief Justice was plausible, and how 
far this fact was consistent with that assertion, he 
should leave it to their lordships to determine. 

It was in some degree observable, that not one 
of the private letters of Mr. Hastings had been pro- 
duced at anytime. Even Middleton, when all con- 
fidence was broken between them, by the produc- 
tion of his private correspondence at Calcutta, either 
feeling for his own safety, or sunk under the fascin^ 
ating influence of his master, did not dare attempt 
a retaliation ! — The letters of Middleton, however, 
were sufiicient to prove the situation of the Nabob, 
when pressed to the measure of resuming the Jag- 
liires, in which he had been represented as acting 
wholly from himself. He was there described as 
lost in sullen melancholy — ^with feelings agitated 
beyond expression, and with every mark of agonized 
sensibility. To such a degree was this apparent, 
that even Middleton was moved to interfere for a 
temporary respite, in which he might be more re- 
conciled to the measure.—'^ I am fully of opinion," 
said he, ^* that the despair of the Nabob must impel 
him to violence ; I know also that the violenee must 
be fatal to himself; but yet I think, that with his 
present feelings he will disregard all consequences/' 
Mr* Johnson ^so, the assistant-resident, wrote at the 
same time to Mr. Hastings, to aver to him that iJie 
measure was dangerous, that it would require a total 
reform of the collection, which could not be made 
without a campaign ! This was British justice ! this 
was British humsmity^! Mr. Hastings ensures to 

£e allies of the company, in the strongest terms, 
eir prosperity and his protection -, the fo* mer he 
•ecores by sending an army to plunder them of their 
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wealtKand to desolate their soil 1 ' His protections 
is fraught with a similar security; like that of a J 
vulture to a latnb ; grappling in its vitals ! thirst- 
ing for its blood ! scaring off each petty kite that ; 
hovers round; and then, with an insulting per- ' 
version of terms, calling sacrifice, protection ! — aii 
object for which history seeks for any similarity 
in vain. The deep searching annals of Tacitus ; 
*-the luminous philosophy of Gibbon ;•— all the re- 
cords of man's transgressing, from original sin to 
the present period, dwindle into comparative in- 
significance of enormity; both in aggravation of 
vile principles, and extent of their consequential 
ruin ! The victims of this oppression were con- 
fessedly destitute of all power to resist their op- 
pressors; but that debility, which, from other 
Dosoms, would have claimed some compassion, with • 
respect to the mode of suffering, here excited 
but the ingenuity of torture ! Even when every 
feeling of the Nabob was subdued, nature made 
« lingering, feeble stand within his bosom; but 
even thien that cold unfeeling spirit of magna- 
nimitv, with whom his doom was fixed, returned with 
double acrimony to its purpose, and compelled him 
to inflict on a parent that aestruction, of which he 
was himself reserved but to be the last victim 1'* 

Yet, when cruelty seemed to have reached its 
bounds, and guilt to have ascended to its climax, 
there was something in the character of Mr. Hast- 
ings, which seemed to transcend the latter, and over- 
leap the former ; and of this kind was the letter to 
the Nabob, which was dispatched on this occasion. 
To rebuke Mr. Middleton tor his moderation, as was 
instantly done, was easily performed through the 
medium of a public and a private letter.' But to 
write to the Nabob in such a manner that the com- 
mand might be conveyed, and yet the letter after- 
wards shewn to the world, was a task of more diflH- 
culty ; but which it appeared by the event was ad- 
mirably suited to the genius of Mr. Hastings. His 

VOL. XI. X 
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httev i^M dat^d the ]5t|i of F^brpary, |7$3, thoogb 
the J^gpjres ^ad f^efsn then ^ptuaily seized ; ^d i\ 
vfHA \n proof ^hat it had been i^ent at a inqch 0M]}ff 
period. H^ tlfefie a^sor^d the Nabob pf t^is ^oio'- 
cfd(^nce with his wishes respecting the r^moiptipfi of 
fhe Jagbires ; be deciar^^, t|iat if he foupd any dif**^ 
Acuity ia th^ measure, he, Mv. fIaiM;iiigi»» mpvm gq 
to l^is a^mta^p/e]w per^oo, is^nd lend hiis aid to jt?ff«<l^ 
those f^ho i^^posed it; ''for that apthixig qquld be 
mof^ ardpnt than hip friendsl^ip, or tnpfe eag^r ^\m^ 
|u^ %^al for bjs ^^Ifare.'* The most desperate iu^ 
^f^nfio^ waji clothed io the qndde$t \^^m^gp. 'fi^t 
ijie Nabqb l^qe^Y* by ^^^ eicperieojce, wa l^h^^»cter 
^itl) whofD be )ii»d tf^ 4eal, and tl^^eibne i^as oo^ 
tp ^e d^peiyed j h« saw the c/ii^gr^ giistanip^ ^n the 
haiid whic^ was treacherously estendedt as if to his 
^i^taace ; and frsm thstt moiqe^i the ]a^ £gu|4 
r^j of pat^re exp^-i^d in his bosoni. Mr* ^liddleto^ 
trop tt)8|t tiipe axtendf4 bis irop ^eptre ffithaul 
tesiijftancp ; fhe Jaghife^ wf re 8ei:5ed,— ^eyery wea^ 

SXP wfta canri^d,-T9J)d thf Nabohi vilth h^f^ ^eJiwgl 
z^mi^, SL^d bis dignity d^gn^dod, i^fts i^ 
][oif ger considered as an obj^t pf regmd? ^bfmg^ 
Ijbese w^re circumstances exasp^atii^g tp thf ^n- 
^an heart, ^hich felt the ^w^^sjt reinf|iu9 af m^^" 
»i*ityii yet }JL yf^% qec^s^ry, i^ id^, Vo review iJbf^ 
^J^ole irom ^ ti^iie that thi^ tre^hfiry was f rst 
CQ^p^ivedt *Q %h^\ when by ^ seriei^ of qrti^ces tif/n 
Wt eiff f;rabl«i H wa? brought <») ft coinpieti^Qif^. 
]\^r. Q^stii^i vould ther^ W weu staj^ipg aJof^ 
W*e4 but n<«; wa/cMye ?n i\» v«r I JR^^ w^Jd i^ 
aii)989iYer>^ in rai^ei^ing hiif^ agents, rebuking at <Hm 
t^U^ thjQ pal^ ^om^ciepce of Mr. Middleton, ^n4 a^ 
^ofthpr, ^Jfiug ou ^he stoi^ vijQaiqy pf ^y4^ 
i$f g 0aw9. WHh ^ii the cal{nxve»i of veteran de^ 
Ixuquency, tw *Xe ranged thre{ugh th* hnjiag^ pfWr 
pect, pieeeijfg tbi^ong^ the darkness of aub^inat^^ 
gain, aud awanging wji,th •owgeawJi ftd^oitResfii tb* 
tpf^ls of hM frillies, and H^ instrunwuM of bis 
«wlty. 
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The feeKngs of the several purUesu mt kbe tiou 
would be most properly judged of. by their re* 

rctive correspondence. When the Bow Beguni» 
pairing of redress from the Nabob, addressed 
herself to Mr. Middleton, and reminded him of the 
guarantee which he^had signed, she was instantly 
promised that the amount S[ her Jaghire should be 
made good ; though Mr. Middleton said he could 
not interfere with the saverewn decision ot^ the 
Nabob respecting the lands. 'Hie deluded and un- 
fortunate woman '' thanked God that Mr. Middle- 
ton was at hand for her relief;" at the very instant 
when he was directing every effort to her disstroc- 
lion ; when he had actually written the orders which 
were to take the colh^ction out of the hands of her 
«ffents I Even when the Beffum was undeceived^-^- 
when she found that British faith was no prot^ction, 
*~when she found that she should leave the country, 
and prayed to the €rod of nations not to ^nt his 
"peace to those who remained behind, still there 
was no charge of re^€Wo«i,-^no recrimination made 
to all her reproaches for the broken faith of the 
English ;— nay, when ftung to madness, she asked 
^^ how long would be their reign ?'* no mention of 
her disafieetion was brought forward; the stress 
was therefore idle, which the counsel for the pri- 
soner strove to lay on these expressions of an in- 
jured and enraged woman. When at last irritated 
oeyond bearing, she denounced infttmy on the heads 
of her oppressors, who was there who would not 
say that she spoke in a prophetic spirit, and that 
what she had then predictea, had not even to its 
last letter been accomplished ! But did Mr. Mid- 
dleton, even to tiiis violence, retort any particle of 
accusation P No; he sent a jocose reply ; statinr» 
that he had received such a letter under her setu, 
but that from its contents he could not suspect it to 
come from her ; and hoping, therefore, that she 
might detect the forgery t Thus did he add to 
fbiu injuriesi the vile aggravation of a bruUUJ^i 

i2 
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I like the tiger that prowls over the scene where his 
I ravages were committed, he shewed the savageness 
i^ of his nature, by grinning over his prey, and fawn* 
ang over the last agonies of his unfortunate victim. 

Those letters were then enclosed to the Nabob, ' 
who, no more than the rest, made any attempt 
to justify himself by imputing criminality to the 
Begums. He merely sighed a hope, that his conduct 
to his parents had drawn no shame upon his head ; 
and declared his intention to punish— not any dis- 
affection in the Begum — but some officious servants 
who had dared to foment the misunderstanding be- 
tween them and the Nabob. A letter was finally 
sent to Mr. Hastings, about six days before the 
seizure of the treasure from the Begums, declaring 
their innocence, and referring the Governor-General 
to Captain Gordon, whose life they had protected, 
and whose safety should have been their justifi* 
cation. That enquiry was never made; it was 
looked on as unnecessary ; because the conviction 
of their innocence was too deeply impressed ! 

The counsel, in recommending attention to the 
public in preference to the private letters, had re- 
marked, in particular, that one letter should not be 
taken as evidence, because it was manifestly and 
abstractedly private, as it contained in one part the 
anxieties of Mr. Middleton for the illness of his 
son. This was a singular argument indeed ; and the 
circumstance, in his mind, merited strict observa- 
tion, though not in the view in which it was placed 
by the counsel. ^ It went to shew that some at least 
jot those concerned in these transactions, felt the 
I force of those ties, which their efforts wiBre directed 
I to tear asunder ; — that those who could ridicule the 
respective attachment of a mother and a son ; — who 
would prohibit the reverence of the son to the mo- 
ther wno had given him life ;— who could deny to 
maternal debUiiy the protection which /SZtaZ tender^ 
ness should afford ;-— were yet sensible of the straining 
;rf thosQ chorek by which they were connectqd.T— 
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There was something connected with this transaction 
so wretchedly horrible, and so vilely loathsome, as 
to excite the most contemptible disgust. If it were 
not a part of his duty, it would be superfluous to 
speak of the sacredness of the ties which those aliens 
to feeling, — those apostates to humanity had thus di- 
vided. In such an assembly as that which I have the 
honor of addressing, there is not an eye but must 
dart reproof at this conduct ; — not a heart but must 
anticipate its condemnation, " Filial Piety ! ^ It ' 
is the primal bond of society — it is that instinc- 
tive principle, which, panting for its proper good, 
soothes, unoidden, each sense and sensibility of man ! 
*— it now quivers on every lip ! — ^it now beams from 
every eye!— it is an emanation of that gratitude,/ 
which softening under the sense of recollected good, ', 
is eager to own the vast countless debt it ne'er, alas! j 
can pay, for so many long years of unceasing solici- 
tudes, honorable self-denials, life-preserving cares! — 
it is that part of our practice, where duty drops 
its awe 1 — where reverence refines into love! — it 
asks ho aid of memory ! — it needs not the deductions 
of reason ! — pre-existing, paramount over all, whe- 
ther law, or human rule, few arguments can increasid | 
and none can diminish it! — it is the sacrament of/ 
our nature ! — ^not only the duty, but the indulgence \ 
of man — it is his first great privilege — it is amongst ; 
his last most etidearing delights! — it causes the \ 
bosom to glow with reverberated love!- -it reqnite$ ) 
the visitations of nature, and returns the blessings | 
that have been received ! — it fires emotion into vital i^ 
principle — it renders habituated instinct into a mas- 
ter-passion — sways all the sweetest energies of man ' 
^—hangs over each vicissitude of all that must pass 
away — aids the melancholy virtues in their last sad 
tasks of life, to cheer the languors of decripitude and / 
age — explores the thoughts— elucidates the aching / 
eye!— and breathes sweet consolation even in the/ 
awful moment of dissolution !'' 

The Jaghires being seized, Mr« Sheridan pro- 
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eeeded to: obie^ve, tiift Begtuns wwe left without 
the smallest shar^ of that pecunmry competnation 
promised by Mr. Middleton ; and as^ whe^i^ tyraan^ 
and. la^^ice take the field, they are always at^ 
tended by th^kr ctmp^oUowers^ paitr?, pilfering, and 
pietty insult; ao m this instance, the goods takeit 
frorm them were sdd at a mock sale at inleridv 
value. Even goJd aad jewebt, to use the language 
of the Begusos, instantly lost their value when; it 
was known that they came from them 1 Their mi^ 
uisters were therefore imprisoned ta e:ttorrt the de6« 
cianey whiefa thisfraud had oecasroned;. andtbos^ 
mean, avts were employed to justify » cDntimianoe 
o^ cruelty*. Yet, these again were fidtle to the 
frauds of Mr. Hastings. After extorting upwards 
of £600,000 he forbade Mr. Middleton to come to 
ti.€onchx^ive settlem^nL He knew that die tremons 
of our alties in. India, had their oriffio; solely hi die 
wants of the Company. He could not, therefore; 
say, that the Begums were entirely imiocent, until 
be hid consulted the general ree^rd eicrimqs .f^^the 
ewb account at Calcutta ! And this prmhnce of 
Mn Hastings wae foily justified by the event; fev 
there Was. actually found a balance of iwenty^si^ 
lacks more against the Begums^ which jg30O,OOO 
worth of treaaon had never been dreamed of before^ 
^ Talk not to us," said the Governor-General, ^ o< 
tbear guilt, or innocence, but as it suits tbe Com-» 
paiiv*s credit! We will not try them, by the codd 
of Justinian^ nor the Institutes of Timur ;^«^we will 
pot judge them either by tbe British laws, or theisil 
local customs! No ! We will- try them bv the mut^ 
tip/tcaiio?» ikii/ey— we will find them guilty by the 
fule of thrce^-^^and we will condemn them/ according 
to the sapient and profound institutesi of-^C^ecAerV 
Arkhtmtic^* 

FtKuceeding next to state die distresses- of the 
Begums in. tha: Zenana, and of the wdni»»t vA the 
Khord Mahal, Mr. Sheridan stated, that somte ob^ 
&srvatioli waes due tb tlm remark made fajr Mr. 
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Hntittgs iri his' defence, wherd he dkdnred; '^ that 
whoteier wen the distresses there, snd whoerer wa0 
th^ aftenty the medsare was, in his opin'Bob^ ifeeon*^ 
cileabTe to jiisliee, hon<nry aiid sound polic^/* M^^ 

Cr Scott, tke incomparabk agent of Mr. Hastiness 
id deolnred this passage td kaier beenl written by 
Mr. Hasting with his owii faimdv M^. Middletonv 
it appeared^ had also arow^d his share in thos^e fan* 
mane transacllonsy and blodhinglj retired. Mr; 
Hastings then cheered hts drooping* spirits. *' What- 
ever part of the load/' said he, '^ yoars caniiot bear, 
my uiAwi'dened character shall assame. I Will 
crowA your labors with my irresistible approbaltion. 
Thus, Iwin-fvarriorSf ye shall go forth ! you find 
memory, and I'D find eharacter—^eLnd assault, r6- 
pcrTs^, and Contumely shall all be set at defiance !** 

If I. could not prove, continued Mr. Sheridfan, 
that those acts of Mr. Middleton were in reality the 
acts of Mr, Hastings, I should not tronble your 
lordships by combating^ these assertions ; but as that 
part of bis criminality can be incontestibly ascet- 
taiihed, I shall unequivocally appeat to the assembled 
legislators of this realm, ana cati on themtosay^. 
whether those acts were iustifiable on the score of po- 
Ucy. I shall appeal to all the august presideiits in the 
cotirts of British jurispru'dehce, and to all the learned 
ornaments of the profession, fo decide whether these 
actions were reconcileable to Justice.-^ shall appeal 
to a rerierend ass(^b(age of prelates, feeling for the 
^i^rieral interests of humanity, atid for thie honor of 
Uke religion to which they belong — let them de- 
termine in their own minds, whether those acts of 
Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, w^re such as a 
ChHstian ou^ht to perform, or a man to avow! 

tie ne:&t detailed the circumstances of the im- 
prisonment of Bahr Allv Gawn and Jewar Ally 
Gawn, the ministers of the Nabob, on tbe grounds 
above stated; with t^edti was confined that i&ch^ 
rebel Sumpshire Cawn, by whom every act of hos« - 
tility that bad takei^ place against the Bnglish, 
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\ras stated to have been committed* No enqoity 
however^ was made concerning his treasonf though 
many had been held respecting the treasure of the 
others. He was not so far noticed as to be deprived 
of h\s/ood ;* nor was he even complimented with 
fetters ! and yet when he- is on a future day to be 
informed of the mischiefs he was now stated to 
have done, he must think that on being forgotten, 
he had a very providential escape! The others 
were, on the contrary , taken from their milder pri- 
son at Fyzabad; and when threats could efiect 
nothing, transferred by the meek humanity of Mr. 
Middleton to the fortress of Ghunargur.' There, 

* The following note from Mr. Middleton to Lieutenant Fnuicis 
ftutledge* dated January 20, 1782» had been read in evidence : — 
"Sir, 
" When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, I have to 
desire, that you order the two prisoners to be put m irons, keeping 
them from all food, Sfc. agreeable to my instructions of yesterday. 
(Signed) " Nath. Middletow.'*'-. 

- Mr. Middleton had indeed refused to acknowledge that he wrote 
this note, alleging that, as he had been accused by Mr. Hastings 
for his conduct at Fyzabad, he begged he might not be forced to 
answer questions that would criminate himself. But what was the 
nature of the accusation brought against Mr. Middleton by Mr. 
Hastings 1 Was it, that he had used harsh methods to get poee 
session of the treasures ? No— the charge was, that he had shewn 
too much forbearance; and Mr. Middleton's answer to Mr. Hast- 
ings's charge, was of a nature which proved that it was not of too 
great severity that the governor-general had accused him. ** It 
could not, 1 flatter myself," said Mr. Middleton, '* be termed a 
long or unwarrantable delay (two days). The Nabob was son to 
the Begum whom we were to proceed against — a son against a 
mothjtr must at least save appearances in his mode of proceeding. 
In the East it is well known that no man, either by himself or bis 
troops, can enter the walls of a Zenana, scarcely in the case of 
acting against an open enemy, much less of an ally — anally acting 
against his own mother. The outer walls, and the Begum agents, 
were all that were liable to immediate attack ; they were dealt with, 
and sucCessfiilJy, as the event proved. No further rigour than 
what I have exerted, could be used against females in this coun- 
try. Where Force could he employed, it was not spared.** 

This defence clearly shewed, that Mr. Hastings had accused 
Mr. Middleton, not or having used too much semity, but of not 
having used enou^A.. . 
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where the British flag was flying, they were doomed 
to deeper dungeons, heavier chains, and severer 
punishments ; — there, where that flag was flying, 
which was wont to cheer the depressed, and to 
elate the subdued heart of misery, these venerable, 
but unfortunate men were fated to encounter some- 
thing lower than perditmu and something blacker) 
than despair ! It appeared from the evidence of Mr. 
Holt and others, that they were both cruelly flogged, 
though one was about seventy years of age, to ex- 
tort a confession of the buried wealth of the Begums ! 
Beiog charged with disafiection, they proclaimed 
their innocence. " Tell us where are the remain- 
ing treasures, (was the reply) — it is only treachery 
to your immediate sovereigns t'—and you will then 
be fit associates for the representatives of British 
faith and British justice in India!'* — " Oh! Faith^/ 
Oh Justice !'' exclaimed Mr. Sheridan, <' I con- 
jure you by your sacred names to depart for a mo- 
ment from this place, though it be your peculiar re- 
sidence ; nor hear your names profaned by such a 
sacrilegious combination, as that which I am now 
compelled to repeat !— where all the fair forms of 
nature and art, truth and peace, policy and honor, \ 
shrunk back aghast from the deleterious shade ! — j 
where all existences, nefarious and vile, had sway ; — I 
where, amidst the black agents on one side, and 
Middleton with Impey on the other, the toughest j 
bead, the most unfeeling heart ! the great figure of 
the piece, characteristic in his place, stood aloof and 
independent from the puny profligacy in his train! — 
but far from idle and inactive,— -turning a malignant 
eye on all mischief that awaited him! — the multiplied 
apparatus of temporising expedients, and intimi- 
dating instruments ' now cringing on his prey, and 
fawning on his vengeance ! — now quickening the 
limpid pace of craft, and forcing every stand that 
retiring nature can make in the heart ! violating 
the attachments and the <lecorums of life ! sacri- 
ficing every emotion of tenderness and honor! , 
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I Slid flagfitiotnly levefimg adl the distiilctiom of na* 

^tkmal charsbcteristf cs ! with a tcmg (^atakgne of 

J ) ofimefi and ag^r^ratMna^ beyond the reach of 

' j thought, for haman mdligiiity to perpetratei or hu« 

man veogeance to punish ! 

' It mi^t have Wen hoped, for the honor <^ die 
hmnan heart, that the Begnmsrhad been tbeniselvea 
exempted from a ab^re in theae sulferings^ and that 
they had been wounded only throagh the sides of 
their ministers. The reverse of this^ however, wai 
the facti Their palace was ^urroanded by a goatd, 
which was withdrawn by Major Gilpin, to avoid the 
^ growing r^^sentments of the people, and re|daced by 
Sf r. Middl^on^ through his leats from that << dread* 
M re^onsibility" which was imposed on? him by 
Mr. Hastings. The wdmen of the Khord Mahals 
who had not been involved in the Begoms* apposed 
crimes; who had I'aised ilo sub-rebelKcn of their 
otr«F ; aiMl who, h had been proved, lived in a diji* 
tinct dwetKtfg, wer« causelesgly involved in the 
aanl^ putiiishment ; their residence surrounded with^. 
gfVWttfds^ they War« driVeii to diaspair by famine^ and 
xMhdf^ they poured forth itt sad processiott, were 
dtiv^^tt back by the sdldfery, and beaten with blnd-» 
gettns t& the seetie of uMdne^ which they had 
quitf^v Th^s^ were acte, Mr. Sheridan observed^ 
which, wh6«told^, ncs^ded nocomm^ilt; be should 
Mot o£fer ar sihgte syllable to awaken Uleit* loi^di^ips* 
l^elimgs ; but leave it to the facta which had been 
{Proved, t<i make their oWn imfyresGriona. 

l^he ar'ganieAt now t«v«rted solely td this? pointy 
l?hether Mr. Hau^iAgs was to b# amsii^rablie for tbe 
ert ihes cMami tted by his ^e^t ? It had hiaea fulfy 
pkx^edf thii« M#. Middleton had s^ned the treaty 
^t«h the supet4or Begum ih Ot>tober, 1 779. He iMt 
eieknowledged signing som<& othei^ of oldier dsites;^ 
hA cbuld not feiM)^* hits authoHcy . These ti<eaties^ 
tBid been fully i^c^ized by Mr. HasUftt^s, ara wiasi 
AlUy pi^oved by the evidence of Mr. FMlmgy in (lie 
yexit<178IK IiitlitttdfiOcfobetr 1778, the Jaghit^ 
was secured, which was allotted for the support of 
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the woneit in the Rbord Itfalml : on fbe firil xAew 
of tesammg' these Jaghireg a provision should hate 
been secured to those onfortanate wonteil '^ and in 
this respect Mr* Hasttnj^ nt^as dearly ffiliHy of s 
crime) ny his omission of mafcing sucm provision*' 
fiat stttl be pleaded, that he ivas not aceoonlaUe 
for the cruelties which had been exercised Thie 
was the plea which Tyranny, aided by its prime mi^ 
nister Treachery, was always sore to set np. Atr.- 
Middleton had attempted to strengthen thii plasi 
by endeavonriitg^to claim the whole iilfainy of those 
trtasactions, and to mompoUtt the gnih! He 
dared eveki^ to aver that he faaid been oondem«ed by 
Mr. Hastings for the ignominions part he faaid 
acted : be dared to avow tUs, because Mr. Hastinge 
V^as on bts trial, and he tbongfat he shottkl never be 
tried ;'^but in. the fece of the conrt, and before bd 
tsft the bar, he was compelled to confess that itwav 
for the hiiiei^ce not the severUy of his proceecHifgi 
ikkAt he had been reproted by Mr. Hastings^ 

It woidd not» hetrtisted^ be argned, tliat becatfse 
Mr. Hastings had not marked every passing shade 
of gtiiUt, andbecansehe hud otilv given tbe'bold 
outnne of crnelty, tbiat he was therefore to be ac- 
qoitled. It was laid down by the law of England-^ 
ttuufc law which was the perfectron of reason — that a 
person ordering an act to be done by his a^nti WM 
answerable fbr that act with aH ito conseifnenees. 
Middlciton had been> appointed, in 1777, the avowed 
a»d private agent-^the s^amd^seifoi Mr. Hastings; 
The QoVeraomGenoral had orderisd the measnre: 
Middletonf declared that it conld not have been ef^ 
fected by milder meaM. Even if be never saw^, nor 
heard afterwards at the consequences of the mea** 
i^ore, be was answerdbAe for every pMg that was^ 
iidKeted, and for all the blood that was shed» But 
he bad heard, and that instantly, of the Whole. Be 
Hindi Written to anraign^ Middleton< of forbearance 
and> of neglbctl He commanded them to work 
upoli thehr hopea and^ foai^, Und/ te leave no mewe 
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untried, until-— to speak their own Ungaage, but 
which would be better suited to the banditti of a 
eavem — ** they obtained possession of the secret 
hoards of the old ladies." He would not allow even 
of a delay of t\yo days to smoothe the compelled 
approaches of a son to his mother, on such an occa- 
sion ! His orders were peremptory ; and if a mas- 
sacre did not take place, it was the merit of accident, 
and not of Mr. Hastings. After this would it be 
said, that the prisoner was ignorant of the acts, or 
not culpable for their consequences ? It was true, 
he had not enjoined in so many words the guards^ 
^e famine^ and the bludgeons; he had not weighed 
the fettersj nor numbered the lashes to be inflicted 
J on his victims. But yet he was equally guilty, as if 
he had borne an active and personal share in each 
transaction. It was, as if he had commanded that 
! the heart should be torn from the bosom, and yet 
I had enjoined that no* blood should follow. He was 
' in the same degree accountable to the law, to his 
country, to bis conscience, and to his God ! 

Mr. Hastings had endeavoured also to get rid of 
a part of his guilt, by observing that he was but one 
of the supreme council, and that all the rest had 
sanctioned those transactions with their approba- 
tion. If Mr. Hastings could prove, however, that 
others participated in the guilt, it would not tend to 
diminish his own criminality. But the fact wias, 
that the council had in nothing erred so much as in 
a criminal credulity given to nie declarations of the 
Governor-General. They knew not a word of those 
transactions until they were finally concluded. It 
was not until the January following, that they saw 
the mass of falsehood which had been published 
under the title of " Mr. Hastings's Narrative.'* 
They had been then unaccountably duped into the 
suffering a letter to pass, dated the 29th of Novem- 
ber, intended to deceive the directors into a belief, 
that they had received intelligence at that time, 
which was not the fact. These observations, Mr. 
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Sheridan said, ^ere not meant to cast any obloqujr 
on the council ; — they bad undoubtedly been de- 
ceivedy and the deceit practised on Ihem by making 
them sign the Narrative, was of itself a strong ac- 
cusation, of Mr. Hastings, and a decided proof 
of his own consciousness of guilt. When tired of 
corporeal infliction, his tyranny was gratified by in- 
sulting the understanding. Other tyrants, though , 
born to greatness, such as a Nero^ or , a Caligula, 
might Jiave been roused, it had been supposed, by > 
reflection, and awakened into contrition ;— -but here \ 
was an instance which spurned at theory, and baffled < 
supposition : A man born to a state at least of , 
equality ;— -inured to calculation, and brought. up 
in habits of reflection j — and yet proving in the end 
that monster in nature, a deliberate and reasoning ^ 
tyrant. 

The Board of Directors received those advices 
which Mr. Hastings thousfht proper to transmit; 
but though unfurnisned with any other materials. to 
form their judgments, they expressed very stroBgly 
their doubts, and as properly ordered an enquiry 
into the circumstances of the alleged disaffection 
of the Begums; pronouncing it, at the same; time, 
a debt which was due to the honor and justice of 
the British nation. This enquiry, however, on the 
directions reaching India, .Mr. Hastings thought it 
absolutely necessary to elude. He. stated, to the 
council, it being merely stated, that ^* if on enquiry 
certain . facts ^ appeared," no enquiry was thereby 
directly enjoinw ! "It would revive (said he) 
those animosities that subsisted between the Be- 
^ms and the Vizier, which had then subsided. 
ff tUe former w^re inclined to appeal to a foreign 
jurisdiction, they were the beist judges of their own 
feeling, and should be left to make their own com- 
plaint." AU this, however, was nothing to the 
magnificent paragraph which concluded this minute, 
and to which Mr. SWidan also requested the atten- 
tion of the. cpijrt. . /f Beside, (said Mr. J3astiogs} 
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I hofte it will not be a depaitare from <^kial laii* 
giaag« to say, that the mt^esijf of justice ovif^t not 
te be approached without solicitation ; skei ought 
not to detoend to inflame or provoke, bat to with- 
hold her judgment, until she is called on to de- 
termine !'' What is still more aiitonisbing, is, that 
Sir John Macpherson, (who, though a gMitleman 
/of sense and honor, he stated to be rather Oriental 
in his imagination, and not learned in the sublime 
and beautiful, from the immortal leader of this 
prosecution, and who had before opposed Mr« Hast- 
ings) was caught by thu^ hoM bombastic qmbhhy and 
joined in the same words, << that the majesty of jus- 
Sice ought not to be approached without solicita- 
tion." 

^ But justice is not this halt and miseraUe ob«^ 
ject! (continued Mr. Sheridan) It is not the ine^ 
feetive bauble of an Indian pagod !-*-4t is not the 
portentous phantom of despair j— it is not like any 
fabled monster, formed in tne eclipse of reason, and 
ioamA in some unhallowed grove of superstitious 
darlcness, and political dismay ! No, my lords ! 

^In the happy reverse of all these, I turn from this 
disgusting caricature to the real image t —Justice I 
itave now before me, imgust and |mre; the abstract 
idea of all that would be perfect in the spirits and 
the lUFpiringsof men ! — where the mind rises, where 
the heart expands ;-^where the countenance is ever 
placid 'and benign ;-r-wber6 her favorite attitude is 
to stoop to th^ iiofortunate — to hear their cry, and 
to help them, — to rescue and relieve, to succour 
and save: •^majestic from its mercy ; venerable from^ 
its utility: — uplifted without pride, — firm without 
obduracy : — braeficent in each preference :«— lovely, 
though in her frown f** ^ 

*^ On that justice I refy ; deliberate and sure, 
abstracted from all party purpose and political 
upecidations ! not in words, but on facts! — ^You, mj 
lords, who hear me, I conjure by those rights it is 
ysur best privilege to preserve; by that fame it is 
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your best (deasnre to inh^t; by ail those fkdmgM 
^ioh refer to the first term an the series of exist<> 
ence, the original eomp&el of oor natnve-^our can^ 
treling rank in the ereiiion.-»^^T-This is the call on 
all, to administer to tvath and eqnity, as thejr wouhl 
satisfy the laws and saftisfy taemselves,, with the 
most exalted bliss^ possible, or conceivable for oor 
natore.'r^tl^e setf-aifpTiHiing consciousness of vjarimef 
"When the oondemnation we IooIil for will be one of 
the most annple mercies aecomplished for mankindj 
sijK» the €Katipn of the world 1'' 

My lords I have done ! 
jri the nfixtnmm cfffirlimm^. 



J^QYAT' BOI^OV^HIS OP PPOTI-AND, 

Tke petiHmfium ths 4^trfaU hnxfHghs of JSMimd kmgftsi 

Mr, Shebidax expressed his regret, that the. 
m^foreseen protraction of otfaej* important busi* 
ness had obliged him to defer so long, a sub* 
Ject of such importance^ as moving for leav^ to 
bring in a bill to rejgal^te the internal goverpm^^nt 
of tne royal borougns of Scotland. He stated his 
sense of the magnitude of the object to be sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the house; declaring, 
at the same time, that he did not deem it necessary 
to enter into any e?cplana»tion pf wh^j^ mig^ht^ at 
first, appear extraordinaryt viz. that [should suph a 
ipotion be brought fprward by a person not 
interested by loc^l connection* or personal habits 
with the parties, whose petitions,^ for a redress of 
grievances, were now berore the house. The fact 
was, that every member of that house, who had a 
singly right idea of the first principles of the con- 



J. 



128 [JITNE 17, 

stitution, and, of course, of the first cause of the 
prosperity of the country, founded on that consti- 
tution, or who felt, as he trusted every meoiber 
of that house did, an equal and common interest 
in the happiness and well-being of the two coun* 
tries comprising the united kingdoms ; that every 
member so judging*, and actuated bv such a prin- 
ciple, was perfectly competent and qualified to 
investigate the propositions he should now ofler to 
the consideration of the house. Mr. Sheridan then 
adverted to the advanced state of the session, the un* 
commonly thin attendance which could be procured 
even upon subjects in which the minister himself 
was particularly interested ; and declared his rea- 
sons for not entering into the general merits of the 
question at this time, observing, however, that it 
fortunately happened that the present question was 
of such a nature, as to admit of a perfect expla- 
nation in a single sentence. The evil complained 
of by as respectable a body of petitioners as ever 
had approacned the bar of that house, was, that 
certain enormities and inveterate abuses had pre- 
vailed, and did prevail in the administration and 
government of the royal boroughs in Scotland ; and 
that there existed no competent qualification to 
check and control these abuses, or to give redress 
to tbose who were injured by diem. That certain 
self-elected magistrates and counsellors, assumed a 
power of levying money upon their fellow subjects, 
without authority from law ; and of punishing those 
who withstood them, by a partial and corrupt exer- 
cise of an illegal discretion ; that those magistrates 
and counsellors claimed a right to dissipate the 

{lublic property of their fellow citizens, and to neg- 
ect the duties of their public station, without ad- 
mitting themselves to be accountable or responsible, 
in any way, to those whose interests, security, and 
contentment, formed the only pretence for the ex- 
istence of any power or superiority in those persons; 
a power and superiority necessarily forfeitied the 
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moment tkose objects were not attended to. The 
existence of those evils was proved by the petitions^ 
and the want of a remedy by the decisions of the 
coorts of judicature in Scotland, it having been 
determined, both in the Court of Session, and in 
the Court of Exchequer, that as the law of Scot- 
land ^tood, there was no remedy for evils and 
abuses which both courts admitted to exist and to 
be productive of the worst consequences to the 
general interests of the community. Surely then/ 
Mr. Sheridan observed, if there ever was a justifi-r 
able ground of application to the legislature of any- 
country, it is when those who are entrusted wita , 
the administration of the laws, acknowledge the. 
prevalence of some great abuse, and at the same j 
time admit that there exists no legal mode 
of obtaining a venoedy for it. Mr. Sheridan next 
explained the nature of the remedy proposed, in the 
bill he wished to subrnit to their consideration. 
His object, for the present session, was only to give 
the members an opportunity of informing them* 
selves ; for which purpose, he should be content to 
have hii^ bill, which he then held in hi* hand^ read • 
a first time and printed. Mr. Sheridan cotnpli- 
naented the character, firmness, and moderation of 
the petitioners, and Ae abilities and exertions of 
the gentlemen they had employed to manage their 
business; concludingivith a hope, that forgetting all 
national distinctions, and narrow prejudices, he 
should find, on the next discussion of the subject, 
a very general disposition to dijBFase principles of 
civil liberty to that part of the united kingdom 
which had hitherto partaken in o^r glory and in our 
d<angers, wi1*o«4 lAarnig the equail blessing of civil 
liberty, to which England was so much indebted. 

He then- moved " That leav^ be given to bring 
in a bill for correcting the abuses and supplying the 
defects in the internal government of the royal 
burghs, and in the maoner of accounting for the 

VOL. II. K 
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property, annual revenues, and expenditure of the 



same.'* 



Mr» Ambruther acknowledged that it was to him a nuriter of 
indifference whether the motion for admitting the bill the fnttent 
session was, or was not agreed to: being convinced, that in the 
present session it could not pass ; and thai in the next he should have 
an opportunity of opposing it, if proposed. He observed, that his 
honorable friend (Mr, Sheridan) always brought the businesB 
forward at the close of the session, when it was impossible to be 
passed. His honorable friend had stated no specijfic grievances; he 
had confined himsey to a general statement of grievances, to which 
hi (Mr. Anstruther) entirely ol^ected, being fully convinced that 
no such grievances existed. With whatever specious appearance his 
honorable friend brought in the present bill, it went effectually to a 
change in the election of representatives to serve in parliament* 
His honorable friend not httvins gone in detail to support his biU, 
he should not enter into detail in opposUion to it; and the rather, 
as he did not believe his honorable friend really meant to carry kUo 
^ect the bill he had nwvedfor leave to bring in. With respect to 
the accounts of the revenues moved for, he fully agreed wtth the 
honorable baronet {Sir James Johnstone) opposite to nim, that those 
accounts might be now demanded by the Lord Advocate of Scotland, 
who eould nuist upon the delivery of them, in the same manner ao 
the Attorney-General in England might demand an account to be 
made out of the revenue of the corporations in England. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that at the close of the 
last session, no such motion as the present had 
been offered, but only the petitions had been pre- 
sented. He had that day stated it to be his inten- 
tion merely to move for the bill, that it might be 
in the possession of members during^ the recess; 
and having so stated his intention, he bad conceived 
it wholly unnecessary to enter into the particular 
detail of the bill. To his honorable friend ^Mr. 
Anstruther) who had mentioned his doubts oi the 
existence of the grievances complained against; 
he should consider it sufficient to answer, that up- 
wards of nine thousand respectable persons had de- 
clared to the house, such evils did exist. He con- 
cluded, by quoting the opinion of a judge in support 
of the declaration of the petitions, which was in 
substance, for want of a proper regulation in the 
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boroughs, trade was discouragedi religion neglected, 
and every thing to which the attention of the magis« 
trates ought to he turned, wholly disregarded. 

Mr. Put ohiervedf that wishing to know the contents of the bill, 
he was as desirous as any gentleman eould be to have the motion 
carried. If it went to a rtform, it would be one reason to induce 
him to be partial to it ; but to the latter part he ol^fected, conceiving 
the house would be guilty of a violent action in charging the bo^ 
roughs With abuses, and giving a countenance to an infringement of 
thetr charters, before such abuses were made to appear. By what his 
had stated, he meant to urge no obstruction to the biU, but merely 
to suggest to the honorabie gentleman the propriety of adopting 
some other mode, by committee, or otherwise, thai might be more 
consistent with the forms of the house. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that what had fallen 
from the ri^ht honorable gentleman {[Mr. Pitt) was 
perfectly fair and candid. He believed that the 
right honorable gentleman's objection went only to 
a few words in the latter part of the motion, in 
which he saw no novelty or deviation from rule ; 
but to gain the right honorable gentleman*s ac- 
Quiescence, he was willing to alter the motion as 
the right honorable gentleman had recommended. 

Sir James JohnUone olffecting to the motion, the house divided, 
ayes 64; noei 00; nugarity 64. 



June 25. 

INTERLUDE REGULATION BILL. 

The Speaker having stated to the house that Ae lords had made 
several amendments in the bUl, 

Mr. Sheridan trusted that he should be able, 
without trespassing too long upon the patience of 
the house, to induce them, in consequence of the 
few remarks which he must hes leave to make, to 
postpone the consideration of the amendments to 
the bill in the other house. The noble lords who 
proposed them seemed not to have been aware of 
what they were about when they suggested them, 

k2 
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or to have at all considered how far they could be 
connected with the other parts of the bill^ It 
had gone out of their hoase» (as the Speaker 
well knew) a bill of general respulation; and it 
came back iu such a state as, he believed, no bill 
had ever before been returned into that house. The 
inoble personage, whoever he was, that had made 
the amendments, appeared to be possessed of some- 
thing like a dramatic mind, and to have converted 
the bill into a perfect harlequinade, full of theatrical 
shifts and changes. The preamble of it stated, 
that '^ notwithstanding the wholesome regulations, 
provided by the acts in being, divers persons had 
exhibited,, in certain houses and places licensed, 
operas, buriettas, pantomimes, musical dramas, and 
other theatrical and dramatic performances and en- 
tertainments, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the said acts, &c. &c." This preamble the 
noble amender of the bill had preserved, witboot 
the alteration of a syllable, although he had inserted 
in the subsequent pages of the bill, clauses to au- 
thorise still more houses to perform pantomimes, 
musical dramas, and other theatrical or dramatic 
entertainments. In short, in consequence of the 
amendments, the whole bill was not only rendered 
incongruous, inconsistent, and absurd; but as it 
stood, it went to affect private property to a very 
considerable amount, and to destroy security that 
had been established for more than a century, on 
the sanction of parliamentary fiaith, in a manner 
that he was persuaded that house would never con- 
sent to .; because that house would never do so 
violent an act of injustice to individuals, as to injure 
their most essential interests, without affording 
them an opportunity of being heard by themselves 
or their counsel in their defence. Just as well 
might the house consent to a bill being brought in 
to abrogate and annul any other grant of the 
crown i — for instance, if frotn motives of private 
pique and personal resentment, a bill should he 
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introdaced to take away a oerlaiii grant of one 
shilling duty upon each chaldron of coals brought 
into the port of London, which was appropriated t(Sf 
the use of a noble individual, every man of libe- 
rality would spurn at the uncandid suggestion, and 
refuse to do an a<it of such glaring injustice. He 
therefore had not a doubt but that the house would 
concur in his qoiotion, ^^ That the oonsideration q£ 
these amendments be postponed to this day three 
months/' 

The S^mkerput the queitiant whieh wa$ agreed to ummmcusfy* 
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Dboembbr 12. 

king's IliliNESS***^ REOISNOY. 

Towards the latter end of October the report of the impaired etatf! 
of the King^e health became a iubfect of the deepest interest to the 
naiion, (m the 24th of that months His Mofesty had a levee at 
St. Jam/ei$for the purpose rffusetinrth^ alarm which the report of 
his indisposition had spread amongst his people ; but upon his reiwfn 
to Windsor his disorwr took a new and unfortunate turn ; and before 
the end of the first week in November, it was generality known that 
U had settled into a contiani iMtniim* The Frince of Wales ro" 
paired immediate^ to Windsor, where he was met by the Lord Chan" 
tellor; and they, in concert with the Queesi, took such measures 
reiaiive to the ewmestic affairs of the King, as the necessity of the 
tase refuired. In the mean time, all those who by thinr rank and 
eitugtian in the state were required to takeavart in so new and 
unevpeffted an exigence, assembled in the ea^at; and an express'pms 
dispatched to Mr. Fox, at this time in Italy, to hasten his return. 
The parliament had been prorogued to the 20th of November ; astd 
as the intenekd commission for a furtha^ prorogation had not been 
isssud by the King, its meeting took place upon that day, as c 
matter of course. The peers ana the commons remained in their «r- 
paraie chambers: and the Chancellor in the upper, and Mr. Pitt 
in the lower h&use, having notified the eauee of their aesembU^^ 
w^hout the usual notice om summons, and stated the impropriety ^ 
their proeee^ng under such circumstances to the diseuisicn ofam^ 
public businesswhatsoever,bothhousesresoloedunanimouslytoa4f<^urn 
for fifteen days. At the same time Mr, [Pitt took occasion to obseiiye,that 
as \t would be indispensably necessary m case His Mjqfesty's ilhtess 
Aould unhappily continue longer than the pekiefd of their aeHourUr 
ment, that the house should take into immediate oonsiderauon the 
pnanoof aapfhfing, oofat* as they weix comj^ent, th^wmt of the 
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r&jfalpreienee: U waahieumbent up(m them tommtre afvU aUmi- 
once, m order to give ewery possible weight and soiemnity to their 
proceedings. For this purpose it was ordered, that thehmtse be 
called ever on Thursday, the 4ih of December next ; and thai the 
Speaker do send letters requiring the attendance of every member. 
Orders to the same effect were made by the lords. 

For the purpose of laying some ground for the proceedings of the 
two houses of Parliament^ a council was held at WhUehaUi on the 
day preceding their meeting, to which all the Privy Counsellon 
were summoned. €ffifty^^r who attended, twenty four were of 
the party of ovposUion, The physicians who had attended His Mch 
jesty during nis illness were called before them and sworn ; afUr 
which three questions, which had been previously debated and carried 
in the council, were ptU to them severally. The first was, " Whe- 
ther His Mqfeetys indieposUion rendered him capable of meeting hie 
ptttrliament, and of attending to any sort of public business!' To 
this they answered, ** That certainly he was incapable.** The second 
was, *' What is your opinion of the duration of His Mqfestifs 
malady, and of theprohabilUy of a cure?*' To this they answered, 
^ That there was a great probMHty of his recovery ; but that it 
was impossible to limit the time.*' The third question was, " Do you 
give that opinion from the particular symptoms of His Mi^edy^s dis- 
order, or from your experience in conmlaints of a similar nature?*' 
To this their general answer was, ** That it was from experience ; 
and having observed that the nutjority of those who were afflicted 
^imih the same disease had recovered." 

On the 4th, the two houses being assenibled, the President of the 
Council informed the peers, that the King, by the continuance ofk^ 
indisposition, was rendered incapable of meeting his parliament, and 
-that all the other functions of government were thereby suspended. 
He then declared it to be his opinion, that in this dismembered state 
^ the legislature, the right devolved on the two houses of parliament 
to make such provision for supplying the defect as ahoula be adequate 
to the necessity of the case ; out that it was necessary, before any 
siep could be taken in to delicate a business, that the deficiency should 
he fully ascertained; with this view he moved, that the minutes of 
the Privy Council should be read; which being done, the following 
Monday was appointedfn- taking it into consideration. A wuaion 
to the same effect being made by Mr. Pitt in the house of commons, 
' Mr, Finer expressed his doubt, whether in a matter of such moment, 
and which would be attended tcith such important consequences, the 
house could proceed upon a report from the Privy Council without a 
further examination of the physicians, either at their bar, or by a 
tommitiee of their own. Mr. Pitt urged, in reply, the delicaeiy of 
the^su^ct to be discussed; and remarked further, that the examtna- 
Uon b^ore the council was taken upon oath, which the house had it 
not in their power to administer. Mr. Fox concurred m opinion 
with Mr. Finer; hefeU the propriety of acting with all possSbk de- 
Utax^, but if delicacy and their duty should happen to clash, the 
tatt^ ought not to is saer^ieed to the fervor. A doubt was also 
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tioied by ike Speaker, whether, in the freient defeeHve elate ofpar^ 
Uamenthe woe competent to ieene writifor new eleciione. TTiie woe 
determined in the affirmative, and the house immediately/ rose. On 
Monday the Mh, Mr. Pitt, either contdneed upon further conMera" 
Hon of the propriety of Mr, Finer' s suggestion, or expecting that the 
probability of His Mqfesty's recovery would became mere apparent 
upon a fuller inquiry into the case, came forward to propose, that a 
eammittu of twenty-one members should be appointed to examine all 
the physicians who had attended the King during his illness. A 
Kke committee was appointed the same day in the hmue of lords, and 
the members in both were chosen nearly in equal numbers from each 
side of the house. The report of the committee being brought up on 
the IQth, and ordered to be printed, Mr. Pitt moved, " that a comr 
mittee be appointed to examine the journals of the house, and report 
precedents of such proceedings as may have been had tn cases of the 
personal exercise of the royal authority being prevented or inter* 
rupted by infancy, sickness, infirmity, or otiurwise, with a view to 




J appointed to sit with the usual powers. 
Wilbore Ellis appeared at the bar with this report. Mr.. Pitt 
moved, " that it do lie upon the table :" which having been agreed 
to, it was next moved, " that the report be printed." Mr. Pitt 
afterwards moved, *' that the house will on Tuesday next resolve it- 
mf into a committee, to take into consideration the state of the nation* 
The question having been put from the chair, t 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that he rose merely to 

J>revent any false conclusion being drawn from his si- 
ence that he concurred in the propriety or expediency 
of putting the abstract proposition in the right of the 
Prince of Wales. He for one, felt it his duty to 
contend against the discussion of any such proposi- 
tion, declaring that it was neither likely to maintain 
and secure the promotion of the good or of the peace 
of the public. It could not conciliate, but on the 
contrary, it might create dissentions and animosities; 
and therefore he insisted that it would be ex- 
tremely unwise, as it was obviously unnecessary, to 
agitate it or press the house to come to any vote 
upon it. He begged leave to remind the right ho- 
norable gentleman of the danger of provoking^ that 
claim to be asserted (a hud cry of Hear I Hear I) 
which he observed nad not yet been preferred. 
(Another cry of Hear I Hear t) He repeated his 
words, and asked, would the right honoralne gentle- 
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man chuse to fatve his own proposition pat iipon tlie 
Journals, to have it recorded as bis opinion, that 
the Prince of Wales had no more right to exercise 
the royal authority during the incapacity of the 
King, than any other individual subject? If he 
troutd not, why would he press an abstract proposi- 
tion that must throw the nation into anarchy and 
confusion ? Mr. Sheridan observed that he felt sucb 
absolute conviction, that he was sure no man, who 
was not actuated by a spirit of dissention, would 
propose it. 

Mr, Pitt hating, in reply, stated " that he trusted the house would 
do their duty in spite i^nny threat, however high the authority from 
which it might proceed,*' 

Mr. Bheridan d^ed that he had used any^ 
tiireat as imputed to him bv Mr. Pitt; and re- 
marked, that he had only spoken of the danger that 
might arise, if the Prince should be provoked to 
prdPer a claim, which he certainly had not yet pre- 
ferred, and the discussion of which he must continue 
to think as mischievous in its tendency, as it was 
undoubtedly unnecessary. 

The question was then put and agreed to. 



December 22. 



jIs it was evident, from the complexion of both houses of parlia- 
ment, that the majority was adverse to the claim of the Prince of 
Woks, at of right to the regency, it was thfcmght most advisatfe by 
tb0se who held tie affirmatwe, to avoid, if poos&le, ttf Mag* brought 
to 4i formal decision ; but notwithstanding entreaties were made ta, 
this effect by the Dukes of York and dtoucester, ministers persevered 
in tneir intention, and accordingly on the l^ of December Mr, 
Pitt moved the thru following r^i^sUiom:'^ 

1. " That it is the opit^ion of this committee, that His Mqfssty sb 
prevented, by his present indisposition, from tbmingto bisparUg- 
tiient, and from attending to public business, and mat the personal 
exercise of the royal authority is thereby, for the present, interrupted* 

% *' Tkat it is the opinionof this committee, ihM UU^r^ 
asi^dHt^ of the lords spMHud emd tempoimlmidieoinmnm(ifGm^ 
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Bfilam, now assembled, imi lawfully, Julfyt andjreely representing 
all the estates of the people of thU realm, to provide the means qfsuf^ 
plying the deject of the personal exercise of the royal authority, artt- 
tngfrom His Mqfesty's said indisposUim, in such manner as the exi" 
geney of the caeemay appear torequhre. 

Ruolved, " That for this pwrpoee, and for maintaining entire the 
constitutional authority of the King, it is necessary thai the said 
lords spiritual and temporal and commons of Great Britain should 
determine on the means wher^ the royal assent may be gitfen in 
forliament to iuck bill asmay be passed by the two katues qf parUor 
meat, respecting the exercise (^ the powers and authorities of the 
crown, in the name and on the behalf of the King, during the con^ 
tinuance of His Majesty's indisposition," • 

AfUr a long debate these resolutions were put and carried. On the 
18IA the house a^ionmed, on account of the Ulness of Mr. Fox, to 
the day following ; when Mr. Pitt bemg called sipon to inform the 
house more distinctly of the mode of proceeding he intended to adopts 
stated, that as, in contemplation of law. His Majesty* s political ca^ 
faesty woo entire, he should propose that their proeesdin&t shouid be 
smder the royal authority, delegated by a commission usMer the gneat 
seaL That commissioners so appoMed should open the parlia* 
ment in the name of His Mqfesty, in the usual form, and afterwards 
gh>e the royal assent to such bill as might be passed by the two 
nouses for appointxnga regekt toexercise so nmehefthe royal autho* 
rity as was necessary to be ederdsed during His HiUffesty's intUsposi* 
turn. This he conceived to be the only mode tfwoceedmg thatcoutd 
be adopted consistently with the principles of the constitution. The 
question was put, *' that the report oftfie committu on thejstateof 
the nation bebrought up," and after a debate eanjed. The first re* 
solution was read and agreed to. Mr. DempstfT mated an amend* 
ment to the second, which soas to leave out the word " right,'* as^ 
also the words ** in such manner as the exigency of the case mw ap^ 
pear to require^* and insert ** by presenting an address to the Prince 
i^Wales, iuir^marent, asul offidlage, lumdfiy beseeching him to 
take upon Usnsefftheadmisiistrationq^tke^mlandmilitarygoven^ 




words ** in such manner as the exigency 'Of the case may appear to 
reqsnre" stand part of the resobdionJ' This occasioned a debate, 
and Mr. Dempster withdrew his amendment fi'om the second 9^s(^, 
tion, which was carried' as it stood originally. He then monod to 
lease one all the Mrd resolution, from the word ^ dstenmne/' and 
insert his amendmemt. After same conversation the debate was ad' 
joumod to Monday the SSbd. Upon the latter 4b^, 

Mr. Shcridan declared^ that he tfaougiit he 
Qttderstood* and could remove the doubtA that ImA 
been stated by sMae gentleinen renpeoting tibe ef- 
fect of the addness proposed by flie amendmeat. It 
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was conceived by some, that by voting for the 
amendment, they decided on the question of a li- 
mited or unlimited Regency ; but the case was not 
so, for if they voted in favor of the original resolu- 
tion, they virtually admitted, that limitations were 
necessary. Whichever way they proceeded, however, 
the opportunity and the security of making limitations 
were precisely the same. Mr. Pitt had said, that 
the long disuse of the royal negative was no security 
that it would not^be revived. The right honorable 
gentleman knew, from his own experience, that the 
powers of the prerogative might be abused, and 
therefore it became him to be on his guard. If you 
doubt the fact, he might say, look at my conduct. 
Recollect under what circumstances I dissolved a 
parliament;— how lavish I have been of the honors of 
the peerage, and say, that the powers of the prero- 
gative may not be abused if you can. The right 
honorable gentleman observes, that the Prince may 
dissolve the'parliament without consenting to limita- 
tions. The first act of his Regency ought to be, to 
consent to limitations; and was there a man who be- 
lieved he would not ? But in imposing restrictions, 
some delicacy was requisite, for every restriction 
that was not necessary, was not a limitation, but an 
insult. Was the right honorable gentleman in such 
haste to impose restrictions, because he feared that 
he could not carry the limitations which he meant ta 
propose, unless he were a minister? Or was he 
lipprehensive that parliament or the Prince would 
forget to do their duty ? From some such fear, or 
unworthy suspicion, his haste must proceed. What 
provision was made if the Prince should refuse to 
DC Regent, on the right honorable gentleman's terms ? 
Supposing him not to refuse, would he withhold his 
consent from restrictions when Regent, under which 
he would consent to accept the trust ? Would any 
one advise him to say, I accept the Regency under 
the limitations you propose, which I think are im- 
proper, and which I hope parliament will annul? 



1788.] 189 

TKe gnestum being called for, the hauk divided, when there ap^ 
peared—for the ammdment 178 ; against it 251 ; majority 73. T%€ 
. eriginal retbltUion was then put and agreed to, and the house ad- 
journed* 



January 6,1789. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

JIfr. Pitt having given notice, that he should this day propose td 
the house the restrictions, within which the ex^cise of the regal power 
should be granted to the Regent, Mr. Loveden rose as soon as the 
order of the day was moved, and observed, that before the house prO' 
ceeded to settle the terms of the regency, he conceived that they ought 
to know exactly where they were, and what the exigency of the ease 
really was, the providing for which had been the o^ect of their deli' 
berations. No limitations of any kind could be suitably adopted, 
without hoeing a reference to the cause which created the nectssity 
for their introduction: and therefore, before they went a stepfur^ 
ther, in his humble judgment they ought to know precisely what was 
the present state of His Mqfesty's health, what the degree of altera- 
tion it had undergone since His Majesty's physicians were last exa- 
mined, and whether the probability of his recovery was increased, or 
less than it had been, at that period. This was the more necessary 
as reports had gone abroad of a very contradictory kind, and the 
authority of the d^erent physicians who attended His Mt^esty had 
been made use of to give sanctum to those reports. He therefore moved, 
** That (he physicians who have attended His Mtjesty should be again 
examined, to inform the house whether any alteration or amendment 
had taken place in the state of the King's health: andifthevresent 
symptoms were such as to give reason to hope for His Migesiy's 
speedy recovery.** This motum gave rise to a warm debate, which 
was managed not with the most perfect temper and moderation on 
either dde of the house. An entire chaste t» the ministerial offices 
of government was considered as one of the immediate consequences of 
the appointment of the Prince of IVdes to the regency. And as the 
restrictions whim Mr. Pitt had declared his mtention of moving 
could not fail to weaken and embarrass, in a considerable degree, the 
niw administration, and as the propriety of these restrictums was 
contended for upon a presumption of the speedy recovery of the 
King, the contending parties caught with great eagerness at some 
little difference of opinion relative to theA point, which prevailed 
amongst the medical gentlemen who attended him. In the course of 
the debate on Mr» Loveden* s motion, Mr: Pitt treated the opinion of 
Dr. Warren, who was less sanguine in his expectations of an tmsne" 
diate recovery than others, as tfit had bum dictated by a sksrtiaUty 
to the rising atbmnistration ; and he insinuated, that from the wartnth 
with which that opinion was takenup anddefmded onthe other nde, 
it looked as ^ those gentlemen spoke from their wishes, neseinsi' 
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mudkmi were repMed^ usbtAng hath ^oaniidmid^ u^jud andhc^ly 
iiliheral; and, in return, Dr. WUUb, who t/ka extremely cw^Umi 
tn kie expectations, and amaeqvmtfy the favcrke on the ether eUk^ 
was represented as a tool employed to serve the designs of Mr* PitVs 
faction* After much altercation on this subject, it was agreed that 
a new committee ehould be appointed, and that the physicians should 
he re-examined. In the course of the preceding debate, Mr, Pulte- 
ney mentioned' his determination to divide the house, declariv^g that 
it was not likely that all His Majesty's physicians should decide 
alike ; and therefore, as he considered the proposed inquiry to be no* 
thing more than a design to delay, he would tidce the sense of the 
house on the question of the order of the day. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to call to the recol- 
lection of the right honorable gentleman, that he 
was bound by his own words to submit to the pro* 
posed enquiry, since he had declared, that if any 
member asserted that there was a greater probabi- 
lity of the recovery of His Majesty sooner than there 
had been when the physicians were last examined, 
the house ought to proceed to another examination. 
Now, the right honorable gentleman stood exactly 
in that situation himself, having declared, thistt he 
had, from what he knew, reason i<i believe that His 
Majesty's speedy recovery was more probable than 
i^ had been ; and he had also declared that his opinion 
had been extorted from him. Mr. Sheridan con- 
tended, that it was material that the physicians* 
characters should be deemed sacred ; employed as 
they were about His Majesty, and not in any ordi- 
nary case ; and therefore, the public had an interest 
in their characters^ 



January 16. 
HEGSSNCY RSSTRICTIONS. 

T%e committee sat till the X^th, when the report was brought up, 
and a motion made by Mr, Burke, and seconded by Mr. Wtndham, 
that it should be re-commOttd, on account of their not hamng 'exa- 
mined into the grounds of the dUfferemt offMms held by the physi- 
dans respecting the proMnHty of the King's recovery. Thismotion 
was negatived without a division: the report was ordered to^be 
printed, and to be taken into coHBideraUon ^t a covmdttee of the 
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wMb hsum, mi the Hate of the natwn, tqm the leth^ On Hat dm^ 
Mr, pat numd the five folhwwg rei^iem : — 

« Resoived, TfuOfor thefurpou cf prwidinrfor the eaerdse cf 
the rmfdt mthorky^ during iheemUknumet of HUMofeshi^^ tlfoew^ 
m «uM numnerand to mcSexieiU a& the frumt circimuiimce$ and 
ihenrgent eoneetm of the ndiim o^tar to require, ii k eatpedient 
that His Royal Highness the Prinee of WaUs^ being resident tvkhim 
thereahn, shall he empowered to edterdse and admiwiater the royal 
authority, according to the laws and consHtuOon of Great Britisttn, 
mthe name mdonthe behalf of His M^esty, and under the stile 
and title of Regent cf thekingdom ; and to use, execute and petformp 
in the name, and on the behdffof His Mv^y, M authorities, pre** 
POffaiiweB, acts of government, and admintstration of the same, which 
Mong to the King of Mm realm to me, eaeente, and pefform, ac-' 
eordS^ to the laws thereof, sub^t to such HmitaUons and etoceptiona 
as shm be provided. 

^ Resolved, That the power so to be given to his Royal Highness 
the Prince cf • Wo^, shaU not extend to the granting of any rank 
or dignity of the peerage rf the realm, to any person whatever, ex-- 
oopt to His Majesty's royal issue, who shM have attained thefuU 
age of twenty -one years. 

** Resolved, That the said powers should not extend to the grant- 
ing of any office whatever in reversion, or to the granting of any 
ofice, samy, er pension, for any other term than during His Ma- 
Jesty's pleasure, except such officesasare by lawrequired to be granted 
for lifk, or during good behaviour, 

'* Resolved, that the said powers should not extend to the granting 
of any part of His Majesty's real or personal estate, except so far as 
relates to the renewal of leases. 

" Resolved, That the care of His Mi^esiy's royal person, during 
the continuance of His Mmesty's illness, should be committed to the 
Queen's Most Excellent majesty ; and that Her Majesty should have 
power to remove from, and to nominate and appoint such persons, as 
{ me thaH think proper, to the several offices m His Megesty's house- 
hold, and to dispose, order, and manage all other maUers aid 
things relating to the care of His M^esty's royal person during the 
time afor^saia: and that for the better enabling Her Majesty to dis- 
charge this important trusty it is also expedient that a council should 
he appointed to advise and assist Her mqfesty in the several matters 
aforesaid, and with power from time to time, as thmf may see cause^ 
to examine upon oath the p^^sicians and others attending Bis Ma-* 
jetty's person, touching the date of His Majesty's heauh^ and all 
matters relative thereto/* 

These resolutions were strongly opposed both in the committee and 
^n the report. The first having been read, Mr* Powys moved, os am 
amendment, to leave out from the word ** illness," m order to insert-^ 
" Andpreserving the constitution of Great Britain undisturbed, ana 
the dignity and lustre of the croton unimpaired, his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales be appointed, during tfw present indisposition 
of His Mqfesty, and no longer, in the name of Ac Mit^, and inhi^ 
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, sUad, to exercue and admmiiier, according to the lawf and eantii-' 
tutum of Great Britam^ the regal power and eovemment, under the 
etyle and title of regent of the kingdom ; ana to uee, execute, and 
perform all prerogatives^ authorities, and acts ofgovamment, whkh 
might have been lauMly used, executed, and performed, by the 
regent and council of regency, constituted and appointed by an act 
of the bth of His present Majesty, cap. 27." 

Lord Belgrave observed, thatwhm the fust and lawful preroga* 
lives of the crown were in danger, his right honorable friend (Mr. 
Pitt J hadnuarfully stood forth to defend them ; and on the recent 
occasion of the personal exercise of the royal authority being sus" 
pended, when the liberties of the people were threatened by a deda* 
ration of a right in the heir (parent to assume the exercise of the 
royal authority {a right which they had resohed could exist consti' 
tutionally only in the person to wham that, and the other house of 
parliament should delegate it), his right honorable friend had with 
equal spirit denied the existence of the right asserted to exist in the 
heir apparent ; and after putting the assertion and denial at issue, 
had obtained a parliamentary declaration infaxour of the pa^. 
After a auotationfrom the orations of Demosthenes, Juord Belgrave 
declareathat he should vote for the resolutions. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that not designing to 
copy the example of the noble lord (Belgrave), 
he should neither congratulate the majority, nor 
condole with the minority, on any former vote of 
that house, which the noble lord had extolled as an 
act of spirit. If the assertion was true, and the 
^ fact was, that the vote to which the house had last 
come had been an act of spirit, he hoped that they 
would now proceed to an act of justice. He de- 
clared, that he meant not, like the noble lord, to 
treat tlie house with a quotation, whether taken 
from any Greek, Roman, or English writer ; neither 
did he design to shew his partiality to his friends, 
by any elawrate encomium on their merits. The 
noble lord, however, had misapplied the line which 
he had quoted from Demosthenes, who had meant 
to reproach the Athenians, for wasting that time, 
which they should have spent in effectually opposing 
their enemy, in fruitless inquiries and examinations 
of physicians, from the wish of learning an unfa- 
vourable opinion of his health. He hoped that this 
was not a very applicable case on the present occa- 
iion, and that the inquiries had not been carried on 
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with that view. He woald not, he said, go mach 
at large into the report then upon the table, though 
he could not pass by the representations which the 
right honourable gentleman had made of the answeirs 
and opinions of the physicians. The right honor^ 
able gentleman had contended, that the physicians 
all agreed that His Majesty V cure was probable ; 
that he was better ; and that there were more or less 
signs of his recovery. That he positively denied ; 
the right honorable gentleman had not quoted the 
report, and he would not do it ; but he asserted that 
the physicians did not all of them state that there 
were signs of His Majesty's recovery. ^ Dr. Willis, 
indeed, did state it, and there was something of the 
same sort advanced by. Sir Lucas Pepys; but the 
other physicians affirmed tlie express contrary to 
be their opinion. Mr. Sheridan took notice of 
the manner in which Mr. Pitt had spoken of 
Dr. Warren ; and charged^ him with having in* 
directly endeavoured to attack Dr. Warren*s cha- 
racter ;— the noble lord, who spoke last, had also, 
he said, followed the right honorable gentleman's 
example, and in a way peculiarly injurious, ven- 
tured upon insinuations, to the prejudice of Dr. 
Warren. On occasions like the present, Mr. Sheri- 
dan added, it was ridiculous to stand upon idle cere- 
monies, and trifling etiquettes ; he would speak out, 
and say, that if there was a witness who appeared 
to give prevaricating and evasive answers, tnat wit- 
ness was Dr. Willis. In order to see whether he 
was right or wrong in this assertion, let gentlemen 
look fairly to the reports, and then decide. Th^^ 
right honorable gentleman, when talking of the en- 
deavours to puzzle and mislead Dr. Willis, and 
Eerplex the simplicity and plainness of his nature, 
ad looked towards him as if he meant to allude to 
his cross examination of that physician, in the com- 
mittee above stairs. He knew not that it was! 
either parliamentary or proper to make, what passed J 
in select committees above stairs, the subject of al- 
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lusicm in that house ;— but, if the minntes of the 
committee were before the house, they would see 
that he bad cross-examined Dr. Willis, with a view 
to put his credibility to the test, in consequence of a 
learned friend of the right honorable gentleman, 
tiien in his place, having cross examined Dr. War- 
ren, expressly, as be had himself declared, for the 
purpose of impeaching Dr. Warren's credibility; 
adverting to what he mentioned, as the different 
n[iswers given by Dr. Willis at different times, he 
charged them with various contradictions. When 
be heard Dr. Willis at one time asserting, that the 
accounts sent to St. James's did not convey a true 
state of His Majesty's health, but were considered 
by him as prescriptions for the public to swallow ; 
and when, at another, he heard him admit them tm^ 
be statements of facts ; and found, from the exa- 
Hsi nation of the ofber physicians, that no such con- 
versation bad passed, as Dr. Willis had stated to 
have passed, was he not necessarily staggered, and 
inclined to think Dr. Willis a loose and random 

Seaker? When he heard Dr. Willis attribute 
is Majesty's illness to seven>-and4wenty years 
of extreme study, abstinence, and labour, and de- 
clare that His Majesty was recoveriiig, assigning 
as a reason; that the pbysic which he had that day' 
given htm, had produced the desired effect ; — what 
mxnst he tbmk of Dr. Willis, when he heard him as- 
sert, that bis physic could in one day overcome the 
effects oi seven-aud-twenty yeaors nard exercise, 
sevcn-and-twenty years study, and seven-and-twewty 
years abstinence. It was impossible forlnim to main- 
tam thaft gravity which the subject demanded ;* 
auch assertions reminded him of those nostrums, 
which were to cure this and thait malady ; and, also^ 
disappointments in k)ve, and long sea voyages^ 
He did not (Mr. Sheridan said) impute Dr. Wil- 
bfi's answers to any intention to deceive ; but when 
he heard him roundly declare what exerj other 
of Ht6 Mfgfesty's physiciaiis pronounced it impos* 
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sible to speak to, he must assert, that Dr. Willis 
M^as a very hasty decider, and a random speaker. 
Mr. Sheridan now observed, he must beg leave to 
investigate the other parts of the right honorable 

gentleman's speech, and declared he did not won- 
er that in speaking of one person, whom the right 
honorable gentleman had thought fit to introduce^ 
he chose to appeal to the feelings, rather than to 
the judgment of the house. The manner in which 
the right honorable gentleman had mentioned her 
Majesty, appeared to him to be with a design to 
challenge and provoke a discussion of the conduct 
of the Queen ; he trusted, that whatever had been 
the right honorable gentleman's motive, it would 
prove totally unsuccessful. The dutiful conduct; 
and domestic virtues of that royal person, never 
had been called in question; and, therefore, he 
hoped they should avoid the discussion, as a matter 
equally untiecessary and indecent; and when the 
right honorable gentleman talked of delicacy on 
the subject, he wished him to reflect on his own 
conduct in the committee. Those who would give ' 
responsibility to the Queen — those who would take 
her out of that private and domestic station, in 
which she had conducted herself so amiably and 
irreproachably — were the persons who manifested 
a want of delicacy, and a want of attention to the 
character and comfort of the roval personage in ques*, 
tion. With regard to the feeble preference to the 
Prince's claim, which the right honorable gentleman 
had admitted; it appeared from the right honor- 
able gentleman's conduct, as if his concurrence 
in it was extorted from him by the opinion of the 
public. The plain question was, what were the 
motives which induced the right honorable gentle- 
man to refuse the full powers of the crown to the 
person, . who was to act as its representative ?-*^ 
What, but an intention to tie up the bands of' 
ministers, at a time when they would stand 
most ia need of unrestrained authority. It would 
▼oi«. u. I' 
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not, he .believed, be denied, that a goTernment by 
a regent most necessarily prove more weak than a 
povemment carried on by the crown itself; and 
consequently it required every possible degree of 
additional aid and assistance. But, by the line pro- 
posed, it was signified to all foreign powers, that 
they were divided among themselves, and there 
did not prevail that harmony of heart, and Unani-, 
mity, so n^eoessary to exist at that crisis. The right^ 
honorable gentleman had resorted to precedents in 
rapport of bis arguments of that day ; but the whole 
line of precedents which he meant to follow, made 
directly against the inference which it was his de- 
sign to draw from it. By the mode which the 
right honorable gentleman had adc^ted, the balance 
efthe crown was destroyed; and as far as the 
balance of the constitution was concerned, that was 
destroyed also. Did the regency bills referred to 
by. the ri^t honorable gentleman, prdceed upon 
the supposition that the minor could never be of 
age? .Most certainly they did not; nor were 
the powers of the prerogative with*holden. They 
were iill gived, not into the hands of one peraon 
indeed,! hut into the hands of many. Mr. Sheridan 
stated,- iat that time (in the reign of George the 
Second) the Prince of Wales was thirteen ; and he 
was, by< the regency bill, declared to be of full age 
at eigfate^ ;. and the King was then alive, and in 
good health. OEIe reasoned upon those facts, to shew 
the utmost time the prince could, in that case, have 
been a minor, was five years ; and the probability 
was, that he would have remained so, when he 
came to tb^ crown, more than two or three years^ 
Towards^" the latter end of th^ right honorable gen- 
tlemanf s speech, the tnie motive of the right honor-* 
abte gentleman's conduct had manifested itsdf; 
he had on a former day adverted to it, but not upon 
that day, except in the part of his speech to which 
he then alluded; and that was his belief, that the 
j Kegent would change the administratioii, and that the 
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government would fall into the hands of those/ 
whom the right honorable gentleman had dared to 
assert, had been in confederacy of a conspiracy to 
overturn the constitution. That was the real spring 
of all the right honorable gentleman's measures, re- 
specting the regency. Had intentions been enter- 
tained of keepinff the present ministers, the limita- 
tions, he veriiy believed, would never have been 
heard of. The whole of the right honorable gen- 
tleman's conduct, was confessedly governed by 
party considerations, and by the impulse of his own 
personal ambition. The right honorable gentleman 
talked of the evil advisers whom the Regent might 
possibly have about him : — ^but, was there, in fact, 
any real cause to dread such a circumstance? If 
that was the case, might he not ask, with the honor- 
able gentleman near him, (Mr. Powys) was there 
not vigor enopgh left in that house to crush any 
attempts of abuse of authority, to call bad minis- 
ters to a severe account, and to address the Regent 
to remove them from his councils ? The right ho- 
norable gentleman had more than once, wantonly 
attacked that side of the house, as c6ntaining a 
political party. As for himself, (Mr. Sheridan 
added) he made no scruple to declare, he thought 
it the glorv and honor ot his life to belong to that 
party. lie who knew the character of that party, 
knew it was an honor which any man might covet. 
Was it a disgrace to have been formed under the 
Marquis of Rockingham ; and under his banners to 
have combated oh behalf of the people with suc- 
cess ?-«»Was it a disgrace to be connected witbthe 
Duke of Portland, a nobleman who, swayed by^no 
mean motives of interest, nor influenced by any 
ambitious designs to grasp at power, nor with a 
view to any other purpose than the welfare of the 
cowitry, dedicated his mornings unremittingly to 
t)ie promotion of the public good ? Mr. Sheridan 
remarked, he could not advert to bis right honor* 
able friend (Mr. Fox) without declaring it was 

X.2 
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I the characteristic distinction of his heart to compel 
' the most submissive devotion of mind and affection 
from all those who came under the observation of 
it ; and force them by the most powerful and amia- 
ble of all influence, to become the inseparable asso- 
ciates of his fortune. With respect to his talents, 
he would not speak of them ; they would derive 
no support from any man's attestation, nor the 
most flattering panegyric of the most enlightened of 
bis friends. Thus much he would only observe^ 
'with regard to the abilities of his honorable friend, 
that it was the utmost effort of any other man's ta- 
lents, and the best proof of their existence, that he 
was able to understand the extent, and compre- 
hend the superiority, of them. It was the pride and 
glory of his life, to enjoy the happiness and honor 
of his friendship; and he desired to be told, 
whether the Duke of Portland and Mr. Fox, were 
less worthy of the confidence of their country, 
or more unfit to become ministers, because an arro- 
gant individual chose presumptuously to load them 
with calumny. Were he an independent man, 
standing aloof from party, and wholly unconnected 
with it, he could not, with patience, near the right 
honorable gentleman's insulting language; but as 
a party man, boasting himself to be one, how did 
the right honorable gentleman imagrine he should 
receive his reflections, but with that scorn aad 
disdain which became a man conscious of the worth 
and value of those with whom he was connected ? 
• He must beg leave to remind the right honorable 
«ger^eman, that after this confederacy, which he 
nao^so grossly calumniated, had, among other of 
their iniquitous proceedings, passed tl^ir India 
bill, and after they had formed their coalition, 
that right honorable gentleman was ready enough 
.to have joined their confederacy; and a treaty, as 
the house well knew* had been then set on foot, 
but the negociation was not then concluded. He 
^declared, he did not believe that the right honor- 
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able gentleman was in earnest; be would not injure 
him so much as to believe him to be in earnest, 
when he talked of the damages to be dreaded from 
the evil advisers of the Regent, as to the abuse of the 
exercise of the powers of creating peers. Mr. 
Sheridan commented on Mr. Pitt*s argument, 
on the subject of creating peers, and declared 
that he ba4 never before heard that the commerce 
of the country had swelled to such a pitch, that 
therefore it became necessary to add to the number 
of the peerasfe ; and that another reason was the 
preyention of a faction in the bouse of lords, against 
the crown. The right honorable gentleman had 
made no less than forty-eight peers, during the five 

iears of his administration ; and yet he had never 
eard of any faction having been likely to take 
place in that branch of the legislature. Mr. Sheri- 
dan next remarked, that he could not listen in silence 
to the expressed desire of the right honorable gen- 
tleman to have considered as a test of his future 
conduct, and not as a profession, bis declaration 
that he would not oppose the measures of his suc- 
cessors in office. Upon this occasion, he trusted 
that the house would not lose sight of the manner 
in which that test bad been worded, namely, that 
the right honorable gentleman would not oppose any 
just or good measures of the new ministry, which 
measures were hereafter to be discussed. The de* 
daration called to his mind a similar one of the 
riffht honorable gentleman on a former occasion, to 
which the right honorable gentleman had not ad- 
hered. He declared, that ne believed the right 
honorable gentleman was sincere in his intention, 
though he had not« v^hat Dr. Willis had affirmed 
he possessed, the gift of seeing the hearts by look- 
ing at men's countenances. He remembered that 
the doctor at first told the committee, *^ that he 
could thus see the heart of an^ man, whether he 
was sick or not;" — a declaration which had ap- 
peared particularly to have alarmed the right honor- 
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able gentleman ; yet, putting all this out of the qnes* 
tion^it was not parliamentary, to trust to any gen* 
tleman's professions, especially, where the grounds 
of faithfully adhering to those professions, were 
expressly left hereafter to be disputed. He repro- 
bated the idea of reserving the patronage of the 
royal household, and adverted to the right honorable 
gentleman's having charged his right honorable 
friend (when on a former occasion he quitted office) 
with having left a fortress behind him. The charge 
was true; he admitted that his right honorable 
friend had done so ; but then like a coarse, clumsy 
workman, he had built his plan in open day, and re- 
tired with his friends, who served withoutpay, though 
their services had been long continued. Not so the 
right honorable gentleman over the way ; like a 
more crafty mason, he had collected his materials 
with greater caution, and worked them up with 
abundantly more art. Perhaps, he had taken the 
advice of the noble duke, famous for fortification, 
and with the aid of that able engineer, had provided 
a corps of royal military artificers, and thrown up 
impregnable ramparts to secure himself and his 
garrison. Upon this occasion, the King's arms, 
doubtless might be seen flying as a banner on the 
top of his fortress, and powerful, indeed, must prove 
the effect of the right honorable gentleman s thun- 
dering eloquence from without, and the support of 
the royal artificers from within, against his political 
adversaries. Mr. Sheridan reprobated the person, 
whoever it might be, that advised Her Majesty to 
lend her name to such a proposition as that which 
was then made to the committee; and declared that 
were the one ground of suspicion of the bad advi- 
sers of the Regent to be taken away, the right ho- 
norable gentleman could not be said to have produced 
a single argument in support of his system. He de^ 
scribed the power that the Ex-minister would de- 
rive from retaining the patronage of the Ring's 
household; and contended, that the pretext, that Uif 
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Majesty's feelings would be sbbckedy when he re- 
eotered and found his household changed^ was ridi*- 
onlous*. The bad advisers of the Regent were to be 
allow^ the power of making war^ peace, treaties, 
and the exercise of various other important authori- 
ties. To talk, therefore, of His Majesty's feelings, 
when he should recover and find his household 
changed, was to suppose that he would be less 
shocked to learn, that the constitution of his country 
was changed, part of his dominions ceded to foreign 
potentates, and other essential and important calami- 
ties and disgraces entailed on his country, which 
was like a man, who having been entrusted with 
the mansion house of a person, during his incapa- 
city, to take care of it, should suffer it to go to ruin/ 
and the winds of heaven to blow through .almost 
every part of it, the enclosures to be br/okendown^ 
the flocks of sheep to be shorn, and exposed to the 
storms, and all left to ruin and decay, except a few 
looking-e^lasses, and old worthless gilt lumber, that 
were locked up in an old fashioned drawing room.. 
Mr. Sheridan represented the Ex-minister coming 
down to the house in state, with the cap of liberty 
on the end of a white staff, a retinue of black and 
white sticks attending him, and an army of beef- 
eaters (whom the Master of the Horse, the Lord 
Steward, and Lord Chamberlain, were to be em- 

{)loyed in marshalling) to clear his way through the 
obby. He said, that he lately heard much of the 
political capacity of a King, but had never heard that 
the political capacity of a Lord of the Bedchamber 
was so inseparably connected with his body natural, 
that if the termor were extinct, the latter, could not 
without difficulty be found, when Tlis Majesty should 
recover, and call bacfk his household officei*s. He 
observed, that ministers were desirous of making it 
a condition with the Recent, that they were to have 
no claim upon him, provided the red book remained 
as it stood at present ; let the Court Kalendar con- 
tinue unaltered, and the Prince of Wales might be 



154 [JAN. 26, 

€are of His M^jestjfs person ; the power to remove or contintte 
the household officers ; and the appointment of a council. It was 
therefore proposed that they should be put sepcarately ; hut Mr, 
Pitt not consenting to this, Mr. Bouverie moved^ that the second 
clause of the resolution should he left out. The committee di,, 
videdon this motion^ when there appeared^ ayes 165 ; noes 229. 
Lord North then moved^ that the words *^for a limited time*' be 
added; upon which the committee again divided; ayes 164; 
noes 220. The house was then resumed; the several resolu^ 
tions reported and ctgreed to ; and ordered to be delivered at a 
conference to the lords. 
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REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr, Pitt informed the house, that the next step which he should 
propose,, would be ,to lay the resolutions, voted oy the two houses^ 
More the Prince of Wales, in order to know whether his Royal 
Highness was willing to accept the regency upon those conditions ; 
^nd, therefore, he gave notice that he should make a motion for an 
humhle address for that purpose on the morrow. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that what the right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had advanced in 
g'eneral terms of the intended motion for an address 
to the Prince of Wales, might do for those who 
livould wish to give implicit confidence to every 
thing that fell from the right honorable gentleman ; 
but there were other descriptions of men who might 
reasonably expect a more satisfactory answer. As 
»the restrictions stood, the right honorable gentle- 
man would be pleased to recollect, there was no- 
thing in them wnich intimated that they were cal- 
culated to continue for a limited time only. Upon 
the face of the resolutions, they appeared designed 
to be permanent ; and, therefore, he submitted it to 
the right honorable gentleman, whether it was not 
absolutely necessary, by some means or other, to 
signify to his iBlpyal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
that they were meant to continue in force only for 
a limited time. Perhaps, the right honorable genl 
tleman designed to do this, in the address;, but 
certainly it was material, that it should be done one 
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way or the other. He understood^ that there was 
to be a co^nmission passed to open the parliament 
as soon as the Prince's answer to the address w^ 
received ; and it was said^ that his Royal Highness 
was to be one of the commissioners. He hoped, 
therefore, that the right honorable gentleman would 
inform the house how the commission was to be 
constituted ? Mr. Sheridan pressed the necessity 
of signifying that the restrictions were to be only 
for a limited time ; since, as the resolutions stood, 
they certainly warranted the idea of an intention 
to make them permanent. 

Mr. Pitt replied, that when the resolution had been carried to 
the Prince of Wales, and the answer of his Royal Highness obtained, 
it would then be time enough to discuss the propriety of the com" 
mission to be passed for opening the parliament. 

Mr. Sheridan desired to know if there was not 
some danger in adopting that mode of proceeding. 
He described the awkward situation in which it 
would place the Prince, by stating, that if the ad- 
dress was presented with the resolutions, and the 
answer should prove, that his Royal Highness was 
willing to accept the regency on those conditions, 
whether, when the commission was issued, and the 
Prince might not choose to have any thing to do 
with it, he would not be precluded from refusing ; 
and be considered by his answer to have pledged 
himself to consent to all the subsequent proceedings 
relative to the appointment of the regency ? 

Mr, Pitt replied, that his first object would be to carry up the 

resolutions, and the other matters, such as the ordering a commsdon 

to be issued in the Kings name for the opening of the parliament ; 

, and various necessary points, would come under discussion hereafter. 
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REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr. Pitt moved, " That a commiitee be appointed tocommunicbh 
to his Royal Highness the Prtnce of WaU^, the resolutions which 
tthe house of lords and commons have' agreed to, for providing the 
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HMOtM of applying the defect in the personal exercue of the royal 
authority, under such regulations as the present circumstances may 
seem to require ; and that the committee be directed to infoim his 
Royal Highness, that the commons express their hopes, that his 
Royal Highness will accept the said charge, as soon as an act of 
parliament can be passed for carrying into ^ect the said purpose," 

In the course of the debate an irregular conversation took place on 
the subject of addresses, which had been obtained in different parts 
of the country, approving of the conduct of the ministry ; and several 
members were called to order, 

Mr. Sheridan, having premised thai he did not 
mean in the least to advert to that part of the de- 
bate which respected the question of order, nor to 
go at large into any argument td prove that there 
was an evident want of system, though upon this 
ground, he must agree with his honorable friend 
near him ; and likewise in his assertion, that the 
measure then proposed would cause delay. He 
added, that there were two things which, he owned, 
would incline him to agree to the address ; and that 
one of these was, that it had been understood the 
idea, so hastily suggested on a preceding evening, 
of limiting the duration of the regency was aban- 
doned ; and the reducing the form of the constitu- 
tion to a republic, by making the election of a 
supreme governor annual, would no longer be in- 
sisted upon. He declared, that when this idea was 
first started, the right honorable gentleman seemed 
to be ready to embrace it ; he could not, therefore, 
but wonder at the sort of acquiescence manifested 
by the house to a proposition of so monstrous a na- 
ture, pregnant with such extensive mischiefs, and 
tending in the first instance to change the form of 
the constitution. Mr: Sheridan reverted to what he 
had mentioned the day before ; and again remarked 
that the resolutions, upon the face of them, ap- 
peared to be final and permanent ; since they con- 
tained nothing which pointed out that they were 
calculated merely to subsist for a limited time, and 
to answer an emergency of only a temporary na- 
ture; although upon that single ground, urged 
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a^ain and again by the right honorable gentleman 
himself) and other gentlemen, in debate, had the 
bouse been called upon to vote the resolutions. He 
enforced the necessity of accompanying the resolu- 
tions, when laid before His Royal Highness, with 
some intimation of this very material circumstance ; 
and, before he sat down, declared, that he would 
move an amendment to the motion, in order to add 
words to that effect. Another point was, that the 
scheme of setting up what had been properly 
enough termed a phantom and a shadow to repre- 
sent the third estate, was to be abolished ; — if the 
fact was so> he should rejoice exceedingly; be- 
cause he could not but regard the resorting to such 
a mode of obtaining the royal assent as a fallacy, 
and a violation of the rights of the third estate, by 
an assumption of the exercise of those rights in 
the two houses of parliament, to whom it did not 
constitutionally belong. The right honorable gen- 
tleman opposite to him, thought proper to contend 
that the house had already determined on that point ; 
but he begged leave to say, that they had not de- 
termined it; — ^they bad, indeed, talked of it; and 
loose hints had been given in the course of debate 
of the nature of the thing intended to be put in 
practice ; but all they had decided was, that it was 
necessary for the two houses to determine on the 
means by which the royal assent should be ^iven to 
a bill ; and, most certainly, there was a wide dif- 
ference between resolving that it was necessary for 
the two houses to determine on the means ; and the 
means themselves. Another matter, which still re- 
mained unexplained, was the degree of state and 
attendance, which the right honorable gentleman 
had observed that he meant to move to be annexed 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, in the 
room of tiiat power and patronage, which, by ^he 
fifth resolution, he had proposed to take away from 
him. As the riffht honorable gentleman seamed to 
mean to retain that office, and give up every other, 
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he wished that at the time when the restrictions 
were laid before His Royal Highness, the right 
honorable gentleman would insert something in the 
address to apprize His Royal Highness of the in- 
tention, that ne might know what be was to expect 
would be contained in the bill, and that it was to 
contain something else besides the restrictions. Mr. 
Sheridan concluded with moving, by way of amend- 
ment, to add to the motion, ^' That the restrictions 
were formed on the supposition that His Majesty*s 
illness was only temporary, and might be of no 
long duration." These words, he said, he had taken 
out of the right honorable gentleman's letter to the 
Prince of Wales, which was already before the 
public; and, therefore, he did not imagine that 
any objection could be made to his amendment 
by the right honorable gentleman^ or any other 
member. 

Sir James Erskine, Mr. Pitt, Mr, Oi'ey^ Mr. Burke^ and Mr. 
Ptdtmey fallowed. 

Mr. Sheridan then rose again, aiid obserTcd, that 
insuch a' case the house would perceive the want 
of system. The honorable gentleman had, on a 
former night, suggested on a sudden an intention to 
propose a limitation of the existence of the regency, 
which he had just told the house he meant to persist 
in, and should state more fully hereafter. It was 
upon this occasion, that Ihe right honorable gentle- 
man had professed an acquiescence ; and after having 
stated, that his mode of proceeding was a mode 
which was not to be changed ; he had in a manner 
agreed to receive the honorable gentleman's propo- 
sition, .and to change it hereaner. To what end 
then vote the proposed address to the Prince of 
Wales ? If they adopted any additional regulation, 
or made any alterations, they would necessarily have 
to do the business which they were now about, over 
again y* and to send up a second address to the 
Prince, to learn, whether in the altered state of IIm 
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restrictioDS, his Royal Highness was yet willing to 
accept the regency. Mr. Sheridan pressed thi» ar- 
gument, and then said, that, in order to obvisite the 
right honorable gentleman's scruples, ^he should 
propose an alteration to his amendment, to which 
he did think that the right honorable gentleman 
could object. If he had understood what the right 
honorable gentleman had said before upon the sub- 
jecty he had signified that his objection to the 
amendment was, that it proved what the right ho- 
norable gentleman had termed a partial selection 
from a paragraph in his letter to the Prince of 
Wales ; and that he had left out certain words of 
importance. He could not, Mr. Sheridan remarked, 
consider those omitted words in any other light than 
as words of surplusage j but, in order to satisfy the 
right honorable gentleman, and to remove all his 
doubts, he had now taken, those words of the right 
honorable gentleman's letter, that the right honor- 
able gentleman had complained were omitted in 
the motion. The matter would then go clearly, and 
without reserve, to his Royal Highness, and they 
would see by his Royal Highnesses answer, what 
steps they ought next to take. The words Mr. 
Sheridan meant to add to his motion, were these, 
" but, if unfortunately His Majesty's recovery should 
be protracted to a more distant period than there is 
at present reason to imagine, it will *be open here- 
after to the wisdom of parliament to reconsider 
these provisions.'! Mr. Sheridan said, that he must 
beg leave to read that part of the motion, on which 
the right honorable gentleman had relied, as mark- 
ing in the right honorable gentleman's mind that 
the restrictions were calculated merely for the pre- 
sent exigency, and were consequently only of a 
temporary nature. He asked, if those words con- 
veyed so clearly, distinctly, and intelligibly, that 
the restrictions were permanent, and not temporary, 
as the. words of his amendment warranted such a 
cdnqlamon. Why then, would the right honorable 
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gentleman use dubious words^ when he might speak 
plainly and directly ? The right honorable gentle- 
man had before declared his letter was partially 
quoted. He had now taken the part which was 
omitted, and added it to the other; and, therefore, 
if the right honorable gentleman meant to do jus- 
tice to the public, and to the Prince, he could not, 
with the least consistency, persevere in his ob- 
jections. 

Upon the question being put, that the house do give leave that the 
first amendment might he withdrawn, in oi'der to give Mr, Sheridan 
an opportunity^ to Join the first and second, ana move both as one 
amendment ; leave was given, and the question was then put on the 
whole of the conjoint amendment, which loas negatived without a divi- 
sion, and the main question carried. Mr. Pitt next moved, ** That the 
resolution, which relates to the care of His Majest'^s person, and the 
management of His Mejesty^s housholdf being in the Queen, should 
be communicated to Her Majesty with an address, humbly desiring 
Her Mi^esty to take under her care those important trusts, as soon 
as an act of parliament can be passed for that purpose.^' This was 
agreed to. 



January 29. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr. Pitt moved, *• That the order of the day for going into a 
committee on the state of the nation be discharged:' This having been 
agreedto, he next moved, " That the house resolve itself into a com- 
mittee on the state of the nation, on the ensuing Monday:^ As soon 
cs the Speaker had read this resolution, 

Mr. Sheridan rising immediately, remarked 
that he felt it impossible to remain silent concerning 
the situation in which the house stood. The right 
honorable gentleman had, on the preceding Tues- 
day, declared, that there would not be the delay 
which an honorable friend of his, as well as he, had 
expressed their apprehensions of, during the course 
of the debate, but that on that day the house would 
have to proceed in the committee on the state of the 
nation. They now found themselves no nearer ta 
the object than they were on Tuesday last. He 
wished therefore, before the question was put^ to 
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know jrom the right honorable gentleman, what 
could occasion this failure of his promise, and con- 
sequently this impediment to business. 

Mr. Pitt anmvefedt that he rtadily acknowkdgtd having e«* 
preiaed a hope an T\ite8day. of the houses being able to proceed as that 
day, in the committee on the state of the nation, and, at the time, he 
had expected that his hope toould have beenJuffiUed; but events had 
rince taken such a turn, as rendered it impossible. He could not, in 
a parliamentary manner, communicate what those events were; hut 
as he was anxious, at all times, to give the house every possible sa^ 
tisJoMon, ouJt of order as it was, he would venture to menHon^ 
that he believed his Royal Highness had appointed the next dauf at 
three o'clock, to receive the joint address oj the two houses ; ana that 
the house of lords would sit on Saturday, to take the next step for 
providing a commission for opening the parliament, and therefore it 
would be to no purpose for tnat house to sit on the same day, 

Mr. Sheridan admitted, that it was unparlia* 
mentary to take any notice of what* the right honor- 
able gentleman had said ; but, as it had been ex- 
pected on the preceding Monday, that the address 
would have been moved in the house of lords on that 
day, and one of His Majesty's ministers had pre- 
vented it ;-— so the same hindrance might arise 
again, in respect to the commission to be issued for 
opening the parliament. On Tuesday last, the right 
honorable gentleman had declared, that there existed 
the most perfect harmony and cordiality among His 
Majesty's servants; he hoped, therefore, that the 
right honorable gentleman would feel no difficulty 
in giving the house a positive assurance, that the 
business would be proceeded on in the house of 
lords on Saturday, either by pledging^ himself for 
the fact, or stating that he really bad good reason 
to believe it would so turn out ; or, if he was 
unwilling to do this, that he would suffer that house 
to sit on Saturday, that they might enter upon the 
business, in case the lords should disappoint them, 
as they had done on the preceding Monday. He 
could not, Mr. Sheridan remarked, presume to say 
that the Prince of Wales would have been ready to 
receive the joint address, and to have given his 
answer upon that day ; but would the right honor- 
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tkble g^entleman underUke to declare, Uiat Hit 
Royal Highness would not have received it that 
morning ? 

To fhh no Awnwr was ghen. 

Mr. Sheridan moved, as an amendment to the 
faiotTOny to leave out tiie word " Monday,'* and 
iftfcert the word « Saturday." By sitting on Sa- 
turday, the house, he said, would at least^ave one 
advantage ;«'^if a part of administration should 
J)tevent the business proceeding in the house of 
lords on that day^ as they had done, in the case of 
the address^ on the preceding Monday ; that house 
could go on with it, and thus prevent farther delay* 

At ltkgA> the queMon itas jna, and the hmut dMded, -^Xit the 
mmdo^ ** Monday necrt^'' stand part bf tkU fueMm.-^JfyeB 70$ 
noes 62. Ute tmtin question was then put^ and c^reed to. 



FEfiRUAftY 2. 

KEGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

ThefoU&wing resohxtion passed hy the lards, havis^ been com-- 
tmnkated to the house ofcoinmons, Mr, Pitt mowdfor their €on» 
currence therein. This motion, which was at length carried without 
a dtvidong gave rise to a long and wdmi debate. 

Resohed, ** That it is expedient andnecessaty, that letters patent^ 
glider the great seal of^Great Britain, be empowered to be issued by 
the authtjrity of the two homes of parliament, in the tenor and form 
folhwh^." Here followed •an exact tirdnsoript of the writuitaiUy 
tfsited Under fhesigfi, manual, empowering certain eommissianif^40 
^pen and hold the King's parliament at Westminster. The cmnmis^ 
goners nominated by the present letters patent were, the Prince of 
Whtes, the Dukes of York, Cumberland, and GUmcester, iogetlkr 
iMk the oiha- pmom usually inserted iha*ein. 

Mr. l^HERiBAN observed, that he rose merely in 
consequence of what had fallen from an honorable 

gentleman over the way (Mr. RoUe). Mr. Sheri* 
an denied that his right honorable frrand (Mr* 
i^ox), who was not then present, had ever asserted 
the rrince of Wales*« right to ^tssume the exercise 
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of the royal authority, without the adjudication of 
the two houses of parliament. The question of 
right was, therefore, unnecessarily agitated, because 
the doctrine of the two houses having a right to 
provide for the defect in the exercise of the royal 
authority, had never been denied. With regard to 
his right honorable friend standing high in the con- 
jpdence of t]f e Prince of Wales, the fact undoubteijly 
was, that his right honorable friend stood higher in 
the opinion of his Royal Highness than any other 
person ; and the reason was, that his Royal High* 
nes$ reposed the g-reatest confidence where l^e found 
the greatest merits. Of the secession to whic^ th^ 
sionorable g'entlenian had alluded, the reason wa^ 
obvious, it was extraordinary, that the minister 
fldiould have been with the Prince of Wales the day 
before the .cpp^fnissipn had been prppo$e4 ^^ the 
4^er house pf parliament, and that he should not 
have consulted his Royal jlighness, whether it was 
ltgreeal?le to him, or to his rgyal brother, ^nd royal 
micles, to adpjt t}xe rf^j^piectiv^ insertion of th^ir 
name^ in a commission, issued on principles repug* 
nqint to those contained in a protest, which tpe 
pullLe pf York had subscribed an4 recognised. Xf^ 
tp the bgse coiiijgtge w.hic)^ w^$ intended to be i$su.e4 
in the name of royalty, without its bearing one fea« 
^qre of the royal countepance, Mr. Sheridan said, that 
ftfterthe able arguqaepts )¥Jbich bad been prged, ^nd 
particuli9trjy the ^pepcb of bis rigbt honorable friend 
{Mr. Burke), to which it was enough barely to al- 
wide, he would not pay reiparks of such expressivp 
force so ill a compliment, as to trouble the com- 
mittee with an attempt to give them, what they did 
not want, additional validity, by a continuance of 
reasoning upon the subject. 
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February 7* 

BEGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

On the Sd of February Mr. PUt had moved far have to hrin^in 
a hm, to provide fot^ the care of His Majesty's royal person, ana for 
the administration of the regal authority during His Majesty's illy 
ness. Leave was accordingly given ; and the Mtl was brought in 
and read for the first time on the day following ; a second time on 
the eth, and ordered to be committed on the 1th, 

The regency bill consisted of thirty-two clauses, — The clause whiek 
was first obfected to in the committee, was that u^ich contained the 
oath to be taken Im the Regent, Two parts of this oath were obr 
jected to by Mr, Burke. — First, that by which he was bound ** to 
take care of the personal safety of the King to the utmost of his 
power and ability ;*' a provision which could only be considered as a 
snodcery and insult uponthePrince of Wales, whm it waswellknoum 
that he wa^ not in the smallest degree entrusted with the care of the 
royal person. Secondly, that part by which he was bound ** to go- 
vem, according to the stipulations and regulations contained in the 
bill J* It was asked for what purpose this idea of a eovemnU was 
embodied: and why the words did itof run in general terms, as in 
the coronation, ** according to the laws of the Imd;" of which that 
bill, when it passed, would of course make apart. In answer to both 
these obfections, it was said, that the oath was taken from that in- 
aerted in the regency act of the present reign; and. wkh regard to 
the first o^ectian, it was smdf that the Regent, possessing almost the 
whole executive power, would be possessed of means pecuUar to him- 
self of providing for the King^s illness; such as protecting him 
against treason, seditions, and riots, in case of dvu war, orofm- 
vasion» The seventh clause, providing agamst the nonrresideiue of 
the Prince, and against his marrying a Papist, being read, Mr» 
Rolle rose, and again brought on the subfect of the rumour which 
had formerly prevailed of the Prince's marriage. He concluded 
with moving, that the words ** or who is or should be married in 
law, or in fact to a Papist,'^ should be added. This produced much 
altercation, in which the mover was treated with great asperity^ by 
Lord North, Mr. Grey, Mr. Courtenay, and Mr. Sherman, 

Mr. Sheridan obserTed, that he should now tres- 
pass muoh less than he at first desired upon the 
attention pf the house, because ttie noble lord 
(North) in the Uue riband, had so completely 
answered his purpose of rising at all. There was 
undoubtedly a disposition on the side of the house 
on which he «at, to treat the matter i without much 
discussion j but he could not help thinking the right 
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honorable gentleman had endeavored to raise a 
warm discussion, by imputing intentions which 
could not exist. The noble lord in the blue riband 
had treated the subject with that levity, which 
better became it, than the pompous solemnity it 
had been dressed up with by those honorable g^en- 
llemen, who had said they bad their doubts, but 
that they wished them to be hushed up. If any gen- 
tleman seriously thought that the matter, so darkly 
hinted at, had taken place, it was his duty to state 
the ground why he thought it necessary to propose 
an inquiry, and to probe that inquiry to the hottom. 
With regard to the honorable gentleman's motives, 
continued Mr. Sheridan, ** I plainly say, I doubt 
the honorable gentleman's motives; and I say so, 
because I can judge only from his actions, of the 
purity of his motives. I can't pronounce them bad, 
because I can't possibly know what they are ; but, 
let us compare them with his conduct. The honor- 
able gentleman says, he has his doubts— -he does 
not state why ; he has had acts of parliament con- 
sulted, tending darkly to sustain those doubts. What 
motive can he have but to give s^uspicion wing, and 
disseminate alarm? Who has said any thmg in 
favor of those doubts ? It is true, a pamphlet has 
been written by an ingepious gentleman, the mad- 
ness and folly of which are apparent in every page, 
and the whole drift of which betrays the author to 
be a bad citizen ; because, when he roundly asserts 
that he seriously believes the fact he refers to, to 
have taken place, and then resorts to no means of 
elucidating it ; he insinuates what he ought not to 
have insinuated, without proceeding to establish it 
by something, at least, that bore the resemblance 
to truth.'' The honorable gentleman opposite 
had acted exactly in the same manner ; and there- 
fore the committee were entitled to doubt his, mo- 
tives. The right honorable gentleman, it was plain, 
did not believe the fact in question, or he would 
have been ready enough to adopt the amendment 
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offered by the hcnlorable genilemkH. The tig^ht 
iionorable ^eiitleman hstd sanely dealt etioug'h in 
restrictions, providing* againist unnecessary ipprehen. 
iionS) iQOt to be suspected of being ready to proposfe 
farther restrictions, if be could tirgie a colorable 
pretencte for so doiiig. If the right honorable gen*- 
tleinan really did entertain a suspicion —a doubfr^-^ 
^t a scruple upon thie 6act, it ought hot to b6 
huddled up^ Irnd left iknekplained. 

Mr, iVelhore Ellis iedredthe royal act to be read, ^ which it is 
enacted, ikat the marriage of aky df ffee descendants of the Gear^ 
If, shall not he ifdlid unthoUt the ro^di assev^. This, he obsA^d, Hm 
a fall answer to all cavils ; as ihat could not be vdlid, in fact, i^icft 
urns not good in law. The amendment was negatived without a 
"division. The next clause in the bill was, that which restrained the 
Regent fr(hn creating peers. Mr. Jolliffk fnoved an usnendrtuntf&r 
Umiting the duration if this restriction to the Ut of F^fruary^ 1790; 
llm amendment was also negatived without a divisidn. The next 
clause on which any debate took pktce, was that respecting tKt 
Ranting of places or pensions in reversion. Lord North observed^ 
that it ivds'ohe of the professed jprinciplek iff the revcihition ihatihh 
prince should have the power of appointing Ms (ndn iervaMs. Bow 
then, he asked, if the prince had not the power of grtmting pensions 
or reversions, was it possible for him to fill the highest situation in 
the law department if a vacancy should happen therein: Noi a 
puisne judge, nor eveh a barri&t^ of tolerable business wduM acc^t 
of the office of lord high chancellor, an office extremely precarious 
in its tenure, if the Prince had not a power to reward Mm for Ms 
services in case of dismissal. He therefore proposed that an exception 
should be insetted to provide for such a case. Mr. Pitt in answer 
said, it was very fit the Regent should have the choice of a lord 
chancellor, if the country should be so unfortunate as to lose the 
learned lord who now filled that office ; but still he was of opinion 
that it was not in the present bill that the power of providing for 
him should be given, When the occasion should occur, the H^etU 
might dpply to ptirliament, and he himself, for one, would very 
readily agree to the pension. But ti Regent mould not be put on a 
better footing than the King himself ; now the King could not grant 
such a pension without the consent of parliament: it was for this 
reason only that he opposed the noble lord's motion* 

Mr. Sheridan, with great wit ftnd aduteness ar- 
gued, that what had Mkm from the right hono^abte 
gentleman, amounted to a declaration, that he cOtt- 
^idered the presertt Lord Otmhcellbr as thihkMg M 
highly iff the csiuc€«l»oi» of ^^ ^xAsttog tt»ldis«eW^ 



that he was willing* to remain in office^ notwith- 
rtaqding^ hts present co-partners were dismissefl. 
He considered the right honorable gentleman's 
conductf as a design to smooth the way to the 
Lord Chancellor's r^reat, when necessary j and as 

{)roviding for adding that noble lord's strength, as 
ong as he did remain in office, to that fortress, 
which, Mr. Sheridan said, he bad before described 
as the place of strength which the right honorable 
gentleman had secured for his own retreat. A 
variety of possible cases might occur, supposing 
tb^ present Lord Chancellor was to continue in 
office ; and yet an occasion might offer, to induce 
htm to quit his situation. Supposing there should 
be a vacancy in any distinguished ottice of the law 
— the oflSce of the master of the rolls for instance ; 
and though a learned, respectable, and every w^ 
a qualified gentleman, should be proposed by the 
minister, the Lord Chancellor should resist the no- 
mination, and should declare, that he would not 
ratify it, by putting the great seal to the commis- 
sion. After a deal of resistance, and a full exem- 
Elification of the natural ferocity and ^turdiness of 
is temper, and the possibility of its b^ing* signified, 
that be must either give way, or quit his st;ation^ 
he might, in spite of his brutal blufiiie^s, assent 
to the appointment. But, suppose he should not, or 
imagine, that by illness, as at present, the Lord 
Chancellor was prevented attending his duty in the 
house of lords, a vacancy might possibjy be occa- 
sioned ; and who could the Regent's administration 
procure ior a successor, under the disability of the 
bill before the committee? As to the right honor- 
0,ble gentleman, he had so often signified bis de- 
parture from o^e, and taken leave of the housQ 
again and again, that it was wonderful he had not 
before signified the preference which the present 
|jord Chancellor gave his probable successors, io 
i[?j(Wpan$oiii with the present njiinisters.. 
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Mr. Pitt mrid, the honorable gentleman had mduiged himteff «i 
unputing words to hhn which he had never spoken, and ^i^i^ing 
arguments which he had never uttered. The honorable gentleman 
contended that he had signified his departure from office. Surely, 
the honorable gentleman £id a perverse memory. His successors had 
been named to him, but he had never yet heard of the least cireum- 
stance which authorized him to declare that he was about to quit his 
place. When he did hear any thine like it, he should have much 
to say to that house, to express his acknowledgments for the support 
he had received to confess his obligations to them, md to declare hh 
hopes, that he should not quit his situation, avowing principles less 
worthy their regard and esteem, than he brought with him into office. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right honorable 
gentleman, he did not doubt, would make a fine 
speech at his exit from ofiice ; or, according to the 
vulgar expression, an excellent delivery of his last 
dying words and confession. 

The committee proceeded through the n§itt clause, respecting the 
Duchy of Lancaster, The chairman was then, on the motum of 
Mr. Pitt, directed to report progress, and ask. leave to sit again. 



Februaey 9. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

The l^h and ISih clauses were read and passed. On the 
I4th^ providing for the payment of His Majesty's household^ 
mnder the direction of Her Majesty^ being read^ 

Mr. Sheridan rose and objected to the clause, 
as wholly unnecessary ; and as tending to create a 
double government of the household, in the Queen, 
and in the Treasury. 

Mr. Powys movedj ^^ That the clause be postponed.^ The 
motion being persisted tn^ the committee divided ; ayes 87 ; noee 
13^; majority 45 against its being postponed. The clause was 
then put and carried without a division. The \bth was put and 
carried; the 16th^ relative to the privy purse of His Majesty, 
was next brought forward^ and opposed by Mr. Dempster^ Sir 
W. Cunynghame, Mr. Burke, Sir W. Molesworth^ and Mr* 
iSheridan ; and supported by W, Pitt^ Mr, Dundas^ Sir Jame$ 
Johnstone, and Sir B, Baunnett. This clause was finally carried. 
The 17 th was next ready vesting in Her Majesty the care of the 
Kings's person^ and the government of the household. Mr. 
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P^u^B olfjecUd to that part of the dauie which gasoe Her Ma* 
jesty power over the household \ and he condemned it as a divi' 
sion of power with the executive authority which^as unjustifiable 
and inadmissible. He concluded by moving an amendment to 
the preamble of the clause^ leaving it open for future revision, 
JTiis was agreed to. Sir Peter Burrell condemned the latter 
part of the clause / the patronage given by which^ he said, was 
so loosely expressed, that it was impossible to ascertain the 
amount of it, and of which he conceived the house ought to be ac^ 
quainied previously to their adopting the clause. 

Mr. Pitt asked, whether it was possible for gentlemen seriously to 
suppose that they could not invest the Regent with royal dignity, 
but by depriving the King of every sort of dignity whatever? The 
grounds of objection to the clause were now stated to be that of par* 
liamentary influence; a ground which we would venture to say it 
was wholly unusual to take broadly and openly in that house ; be* 
cause f whatever might have been gentlemen s private opinions respect^ 
ing that particular kind of influence, it never had been avowed to be 
necessary to government, till the lords had thought proper to avow it 
that day. When it was said, that it was necessary to keep up the state 
and splendor of the Regent, by decorating him with those external 
marks of the royal dignity, ought not the King*s dignity to be kept 
by such marks 7 Ought they, in the earliest moments of His Majes- 
ty's illness, to be eager to strip him of every mark of dignity, in order 
to deck olit the Regent with tmnecessary powers f Mr. Pitt con* 
tended, that they ought not : but it was their duty to manifest thai 
they had not forgotten the respect and reverence to a sovereign, who 
had, throughout his reign, proved himself the father of his people. 
Gentlemen were aware that it was intended, at a fit opportunity, to 
provide for the Regent such cm establishment, as should be adequate 
to distinguish him with a degree of state and dignity, which the 
exalted situation he was to fill rendered necessary for the honor of 
the natimi. ' 

Mr. Sheridan having remarked, that if the right 
honorable gentleman was in earnest in his proposi- 
tion, they might effect a division in the household, 
as proposed by the noble lord near him ; added, that 
whilst the right honorable gentleman was throwing 
odt jealousies and insults against another person, he 
was assuming the highest degree of confidence to 
himself, by expecting that it was to be believed ex- 
plicitly, that he would make no use of the parliamen- 
tary influence he was providing to support him out 
of office. The right honorable gentleman had 
termed the Lord Steward, the Master of the Horse, 
and the Lord Chq^mberiain, on a former occasion, 
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tbe menial servants of the King, like those to be 
found in the families of most noblemen. Was there 
any truth in this comparison ? Had the menial ser- 
vants of noblemen any public duties ? auad would it 
be contended, that the great officers of the house- 
hold had not very high and important public duties? 
These were, and had ever been, considered as the 
great officers of the crown ; and tJiat they had been 
80 deemed, was evident from an act passed in the 
reign of Henry VIII. to which he referred. Having 
read the extract, Mr. Sheridan took notice of Mr. 
Grosvenor^s declaration, that the house had not, 
thank Heaven, a King to make ! He said, were be 
not aware that the honorable gentleman was a friend 
to the monarchy, he should nave thought that the 
language of a republican, who wished to shaJ^e the 
monarchy, and introduce another form of govern* 
ment. Under the idea of affection to the King, 
they were endeavouring to subvert the royal prero- 
; gative. Let those gentlemen separate the personal 
idea af a king from a monarchy, and they would see 
what a blow had been aimed at the monarchy. Was 
it nodiing to have been without the representative of 
a king mr almost four months, during which time 
tbe arm of government had remained inanimate. 
The right honorable gentleman having represented 
His Majesty as destitute of dignity, unless he had 
the white staves with him, was libelling His Ma- 
jesty's feelings as a father and a king, and argued 
that he was destitute of the dignified sentiments 
\diich ought to inspire the one character, and the 
tender affection which should fill the breast of the 
other* If His Majesty reigned in the hearts of bis 
people-^^and it was very true that he did-^^^it w^s the 
less naoessary that his calamity should be contrasted 
widi the :«ppearanoe «f grandeur, an ortentatious 
parade be made of disease, and the meliineboly 
situatioa (of His Majesty rendet^ indeed more pub* 
Uc and more distressing. Mr. Sheridan reprobated 
the idea of gorgeously decorating the bed of «ick» 
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ness, and loading it with regal irappings, the mor* 
mortify ingly to expose the wretched state of a sick 
king. He Condemned the idea of the Queen's hav«> 
inr the power to change the officers of the household 
in ner own tianie ; observing, that they had all been 
appointed in His Majesty's name. If it was so ne- 
cessary to keep the household remaining, the places 
ought to be put in a state of suspension and abey ance^ 
during the continuance of His Majesty's unhappy 
malady, and the words ** salary, profits, and emolu- 
metits>" left out of the dause. He spoke of the 
indecency of the officers of the household <^ming 
down to the house, and voting their own salaries, 
when they were conscious it was not likely for them 
to be called upon to do any duty. He noticed the 
declaraticm of Mr. Pitt to make new establishm^ents 
for the Regent. He asked how4he right honorable 
(gentleman could dare to suggest such an idea, after 
baring heard the declaration from authority, that 
the Ptmce of Wales desired to have no such estab^ 
lishment created m should cause fresh burdens to 
be laid on the people P Did the right honorable 
gentlefman mean not to leave the Prince the free 
will to refuse the establisiiment, if offered ? Had 
he forgotten what he had heard upon the subject 
from his right honorable friend ? The right honor- 
able gentleman must, he said, have a pretty consi- 
det'able share of presumptiovi in taking it for gra^nted, 
that the King, on 'his recovery, would be pleafted to 
hear that a new tax had been imposed on his peo- 
ple. Hfe befteved His Majesty would consider it as 
tlie <most jatal consequence of his iUneas, if it had 
caufired his subjects to sustain an addition to the bur- 
dens tmder ^Inch they already labmired. 

Idr. Pitt defended himself from having, in his opening ^ catted 
the tj^d Chamberlain^ the Lard Steward, and the Master of ^ 
H&rse^mtnialser^Hfnts of the emwn, and said, it was the wry term 
beei»i0id ^#ft ytkfse officers hy ihe right hmordbk .genilnnan 4n Ms 
omn hiU, for the reform qf the ciml Ust. [This nppearing to he 
doubted by Mr. Sheridan and some sof the gentlemen on the other 
ssOe dfthe fime, Mr. PUt tfegged 'have to refer themio the MUin 
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funtkfu] He dednd Mr. Shaidam to 'give him hu attention, 
whUe he answered one part of his speech. He then took notice oj 
Mr^ Sheridan's assertion, that the best way to support royalty, was 
to separate the person of the King from etery royal dignity. He 
den&d that His Mt^esty was at present in an humiliating conditUm ; 
instead of his state heme low, abfect, and degrading, as the righi 
hmorable gentleman haa described U, it was very much the contrary. 
His present visitation ofsickne^ had excited in his subjects something 
more than the loyalty they always paid him ; it had roused in the 
hearts of His MtQestifs people a great fervor of affectum, which was 
blended with a degree, of grief and compassion, that partook of vene- 
ration and respect. 

Mr. Sheridan complained that the right honor- 
able gentleman had, in a very extraordinary maqner 
perverted his argument. The right honorable gen- 
tleman had, he observed, said formerly that he would 
at a future time answer the arguments of gentle- 
men, and that they should have abundant opportu- 
nities of discussing- and debating every part of the 
subject ; but since the bill had come on, the right 
honorable gentleman not only never mentioned any 
of those arguments which he had formerly reservea, 
as it were, to answer at a future time ; but when 
new matter was advanced in debate, had dryly de- 
ols^red, that nothing had been said but what they 
had before heard, and therefore he would not take 
up the time of the house with a reply. This was as 
pleasant a way of avoiding to combat arguments 
which could not be answered, as ever happened. 
The right honorable gentleman had perverted his 
argument strangely, by saying that he had stated, 
that separating all the royal dignities from the per- 
son of the King, Was the best way of supporting the 
dignity ^f the crown. Mr. Sheridan denied that he 
had argued in that manner. His argument was, 
that all which had been given in support of the 
state and dignity of the crown, ought to be annexed 
to the person exercising the royal authority, and not 
to the King, confined to a bed. of sickness, and inca- 
pable of exercising the functions of the kingly office : 
— so to annex that part of the household, from which 
His Maje&ty could in his present condition, derive 
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neither use, nor honour, nor dignity, tiras a greatet 
mockery than it was a compliment Mr. Sheridan 
took notice of the allusion to the speech of his right 
honorable friend made by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and said, that allusion had been incorrectly 
stated, as allusions to speeches delivered at a certain 
preceding period, and in the absence of those who 
delivered them, generally were. He took notice of 
Mr. Dundas's declaration of Saturday, that he la«^ 
mented his right honorable friend's absence, and 
informed the committee, that his right honorable 
friend's health was greatly better ; and that he had 
made an effort to be present at that debate, having 
been struck with astonishment at that most extraor- 
dinary clause of the bill, which provides for His 
Majesty's resuming his royal authority. With re- 
gard to the sum of 300,000/. which his other right 
honorable friend had said was the amount of the 
patronage of the household, the right honorable 
gentleman over the way had denied, that it amounted 
to so much; but the committee would recollect, 
that the right honorable gentleman had told them 
first, that it amounted only to 100,000/. a year, and 
in his last speech he had acknowledged, that it 
amounted to more than 200,000/. a year. The 
right honorable gentleman had averred, that more 
than one half of that sum consisted of the approved 
bills of tradesmen, which had nothing to do with 
parliamentary influence. He denied the fact to be 
so; he could easily see how great a degree of par- 
liamentary influence arose out of those bills. Was 
there never such a thing as a Westminster election ? 
Would the right honorable gentleman, with that 
orange cape to his coat, take upon him to declare, 
that no parliamentary influence could be exercised 
through the medium of the tradesmen of the house- 
hold, at such an election? Mr. Sheridan con- 
tended, that both at an election, and in various ways, 
influence would result from the tradesmen's bills, 
as well as from the officers of admitted importance 
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in the household. With regard to the latter, the 
case was clear ; for, to whom were those persons to 
look for the maintenance of their situations, but to 
those who conferred those situations on them P Mr. 
Sheridan added, that he should move an amendment, 
to fulfil the idea of the noble lord near him, of sepa* 
rating those officers of the household, who were 
merely officers of state. Mr. Sheridan, with this 
view, moved to annex scHaoe words to the clause, 
purporting to empower Her Majesty to have the 
direction and control over such officers of the house 
hold as should be deemed necessary to attend about 
Her M^ijesty's royal person. 

The tmendmmt was no sooner read hy the chairman, than Mr. 
Pitt ci^ted ia it, became it was inconsistent with the principles 
onwHi'h tkey arff^ed, and with 4Jf€ mode of proceeding* It was, he 
Mieved, thejfirst time, that an amendment , couched in such general 
terms, was moved in a committee on a bill, ffthe amendment wa^ 
agreed to, it wcmid he necessary to move an additional clause, to e»- 
fdain to what the general wards of the amendment referred. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that another clause would 
be indiispensably necessary, which be meant to move 
at the proper time ; and ^lothing would prove more 
easy, tha^n to refer to th^ civil list, and from that 
specify sud|^ officers of tho housebold* as would be 

E roper to be put under the control of the Queen, 
ecause 4iiey would be ne< essary attendants on the 
King's person. Mr. Sheridcm observed, that the 
preamfble of the olaose naturally led to such an 
iimendmeirt. as he 'bad proposed; and, as an argu- 
ment in proof of it« propriety^ recnarked, tJiatby the 
bill, the Queen Jiaving the power of appointing and 
discharging the officers of the 4K>usehold, they wotfld 
be her officers and not the King's ; and as she was 
not obliged to fill up vacancies though sbe h^A the 
powtf of doing so, great inccmyeniences might arise, 
in case of her wii filling up vacancies. Suppose, 
for instance, the office of Lord High Steward sboum 
be vacant, and the Queen was not to fill it up, who 
would bhere be to swear in anew parliament, grant- 
ing such an event to take place ? 
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At length tie eommitiee dwided an Mr. SSkendmCs amendments ; 
ayes 118 ; noes 173. The question was then put on the original 
clause and carried. The chairman was next admitted to report prO" 
gresSf and a^ leave to sit again. 



February 10. 

REGENCY KESTRICTIONS. 

The tkaae reloHve to the Qtiaft*j council being read^ Mr. Pitt 
prcposedf that it shosddtondst of the fsser principal officers of the 
household^ the Lord Chanberktin, the Lard Steward, the Master ef 
Me Harse^ emd the Groom of the Stole, for the time being, and in 
addition to these (ffonr o^er persons ; in selecting cf whom he was 
naturtdfy led to make ehoiu <f those whom His M^esty hmsdf had 
placed at the head of the church and the law. And, therefore, M 
should propose, the names ofJohn Lord Archbishop of Canterbury ; 
Edward LordThurlow ; William^Lord Archbishop of York ; and 
Lloyd Lord Kenyon. This constitution of the council was objected 
to on these grounds : — First, On account of the omission of the princes 
of the royal blood ; secondly. On account of the nomination being in 
some instances personal, and in others official; and lastly. Because 
«/* the omission of other eminent persomges, whose situations made 
tbtmfU olgeots/or such a cioiee. 

Mr. Sheridan considered the proposition of the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) as unnatural 
and unprecedented. It had been urged by the noble 
Marquis (Graham) that the Princes of the Blood 
could give their advice to Her Majesty withojot 
being appointed of the council; but their advice,' 
however good, might be useless, because they were 
not of the council, without the majority of which 
Her Majesty could not act upon the most important 
occasion ;— -the restoration of His Majesty to his go- 
vernment. It could be no de^adation to the 
Princes of the Bipod to be put anto Har responsible 
situation, when the first Pnnce of the Bloo^, the 
Prince of Wales, was appointed to -a place of great 
trust and responsibility. He considered Her Ma- 
jesty^s sons and the King's brothers to be her most 
prpper and natural advisers ; and he deprecated the 
measuveS'proposed by the right honorable gentiieman, 
as tending to cause parliament to infusq into Her 
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Majesty the suspicion, that her sods were not the 
proper persons to counsel her, which was an outrage 
on the feelings of nature. He concluded by hoping 
that the noble lord\ proposition would be agreed to, 
and that the house would not go along with the 
right honorable gentleman in objecting to the in- 
sertion of the names of the Princes of the Blood. 

A division took place on a motion made hy Lord North, that the 
Duke of York^thoiUdbe one of the council, when the aueOion was 
negatived; ayes 130 ; noes 177. The names of their Royal High- 
nesses Prince William Henry, Prince Edward, Duke of Gloucester, 
and Duke of Cumberland, were then severally proposed and nega- 
tived. Mr. Dempster proposed the Speaker of the house of commons, 
and the Lord Mayor of London^ both which questums were nega* 
Hved. 



February 11. 



REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

T%e ftSth clause, providing for the resumption of the government 
hy His Mqfesty, bemg read, Mr. Sheridan urged the necessity tf 
/Hiring the King's capacity to resume the government ascertained by 
the two houses of parliament^ rather thanby the Queen or the privy 
council. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that in answer to the 
observations of the honorable gentleman (Colonel 
Phipps) who spoke last, it was sufficienjt to sa^, 
that no person disputed the indubitable right of the 
King to redume his government, when recovered. 
The real question was, the fact of His Majesty's 
being restored, and capable of resuming the govern- 
ment, and the manner in which that should be 
ascertained, and the resumption of his powers made. 
Afterpassing that bill, the main question would stand, 
that His Majesty had no right, though His Majesty 
would have an unquestionable right, on his reco- 
very. But, what were the proper means to ascer^ 
tain that recovery? By the mode proposed for His 
Majesty's resumption of his government, it was to 
be under certain terms and conditions. Who then 
were to be the judges of those conditions ; who se 



178a] 177 

proper as the two houses of parliament? No per- 
son doubted the propriety of tneir going into an ex- 
amination, to prove the incapacity ; it was their 
duty to do so> and it was equally their duty to take 
care to provide against any act of His Majesty, 
until his capability was known. By the present 
clause, they were about to delegate the trust which 
belonged to themselves, and to others, and thereby 
depart from the duty which they owed their country, 
and degrade themselves by acknowledging, that 
those eight counsellors of Her Majesty were more 
trust- worthy than parliament. After reprobating 
the powers of the clause given for the resumption 
of the government as dangerous, Mr. Sheridan 
summed up his arguments, by declaring that the 
house was upon the verge of delegating their autho- 
rity into the most suspicious hands ; — into hands, by 
no means proved to be fitter for the trust, than the 
parliament. They were about to fall into the error, 
which the principle of the bill was to guard against ; 
and to suffer the Regent to have the power over the 
person of the King, in many cases, but, in particu- 
lar, on the death of the Queen ; they were putting 
themselves into such a situation, that, the first notice 
they might have of His Majesty's recovery, tnight 
be by a dissolution of the parliament ; the second 
step His Majesty might take, might be, under his 
sign manual^ to appoint a new regency, by lords 
justices, or otherwise ; and thus, when parliament 
should again assemble, they might meet, not His 
Majesty, who might be relapsed, but his commis- 
sion, without ever having any proof laid before 
them, of the re-establishment of his health. 

Mr. Dimdas and othei' members having spoken, 

Mr. Sheridan rose again. He complimented 
Mr. Dundas, declaring, that with regard to the be«' 
ginning of his speech, he never had heard any thing 
more able, more earnest, or more eloquent; but 
that, towards the end of it, the right honorable and 

VOL. II. N 
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learned gentleman got himself entangled in an argu- 
ment which destroyed the principle of all his former 
reasoning. The right honorable and learned gen- 
tleman had first donbted whether he had any right 
to impose restrictions on His Majesty's re-assump- 
tion of his royal authority ; and, he had afterwards 
said^ that the bill had provided all the necessary 
checks and restrictions ; thus contradicting the right 
honorable gentleman's assertions. The right honor- 
able and learned gentleman had asked whether His 
Majesty ought to be a supplicant to parliament, for 
the exercise of those prerogatives which of right be- 
longed to him ? He would answer, that it would be 
better for His Majesty to supplicate that house for 
his crown, than either his council of eighty or his 
nine privy council. Mr. Sheridan charged Mr. 
Dundas with flying to the common-place, topics of 

Eitying the King, and saying all he f^lt for him and 
is situation. They all, no doubt, felt as they 
ought to do for His Majesty ; but they ought like- 
wise to feel for their country, which was of equal 
consideration. The right nonorable and learned 
S'entleman, disdaining to read the bill upon which 
ne had been speaking, had made several gross blun- 
ders; and plainlv proved that he was not master 
of the various clauses which the bill contained; 
perhaps he had not read them. He had talked of 
what might happen in case of the Queen's death, 
whereas the bill contained an express provision for 
that circumstance. He had all along understood, 
Mr. Sheridan said, that they were not to argue 
on grounds of personal confidence ; and the right 
honorable and learned gentleman in particular had, 
a few days since, declared that arguments 6f this 
kind were unmanly and improper ; and yet, in his 
speech of that day, he had resorted to that sort of 
argument ; he had called upon the house to know 
whether Lord Thurlow, Lord Kenyon, and the rest 
of Her Majesty's council, were not the fit persons 
to advise Her Majesty ? Will you not, said he. 
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believe that the Archbishop of Canterbury is a per- 
son fit to be trusted, and that he will connive at no 
fraud which leads to the circumstance of bringing 
forward His Majesty for the re-assumption of his 
royal authority ? Undoubtedly, Mr. Sneridan ob- 
served, it was not likely to be supposed that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Thurlow, and the 
rest of Her Majesty's council, were persons very 
likely to betray their trust ; but, they all knew that 
personal confidence was not a fit ground for parlia- 
mentary argument. Theright honorable and learned 
gentleman had, the preceding day, declared, that 
the council of the Queen was only a, council of ad- 
vice ; and yet, that day they had heard him con-^ 
tend that it was a check, and a council of control, 
Mr. Sheridan desired the committee to recollect 
on what grounds the Irish parliament proceeded, 
and that they took up the circumstance of the King's 
incapacity, upon the declaration of the English 
parliament, and proceeded upon a principle of re* 
spect to them. He urged the necessity, therefore, 
of their settling the mode of His Majesty's re-as- 
sumption of his royal authority, in such a manner 
as tne Irish parliament should be willing to adopt. 

Mr. Poms moved several amendments* 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that as the bill stood, His 
Majesty's recovery would not come before parlia- 
ifnent at all, eveh if it were sitting. He reminded 
the house of what he had spoken before, when he 
adverted to the possible case of His Majesty's reco- 
very, and the very first act of his executive govern- 
ment being a dissolution of the parliament. He 
put the case also of the King's being recovered to a 
degree, and substituting a new form of government 
without parliament. He stated, likewise, that His 
Majesty might recover, and might not chuse to ap- 
pear in public, but might nominate other persons as 
Custodes Regnif to carry on the government for him. 
Mr. Sheridan moved an amenmnent, which he ex- 

n2 
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plained to be introductory to still farther amendment 
meant to be afterwards proposed^ with a view of 
procuring the object aimed at, by those who thought 
as he did, that parliament ought to be the medium 
of restoring the government to the King, on his 
recovery. 

Mr. Sheridan's amendment tended to oblige the 
privy council to take care that the instrument, stating 
His Majesty to be recovered, which was to be sent 
to the Lord Mayor of ^London, and inserted in 
the London Gazette, be previously before parlia- 
ment. 

The committee divided an the amendment: ayes 113 ; noes 181. 
Thi^ then went through the whole bill — the report was brought up 
ana agreed to, and the hill ordered for the third reading on the 
morrow. 



February 12. 

KEGENCY RESTRICTION BILL. 

Upon the thirdreading a clause was proposed to be added by Mr. 
Pulteney, limiting the restriction relative to the creation of Peers, 
to threeyears. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that his sentiments 
coincided with those of his honorable friend, (Mr. 
Pulteney) in regard to the probability of the lords 
refusing to open the door to their house, if by pass- 
ing the bill without any limitation of the duration 
ofthe restriction, with respect to the Regent's power 
to make ueers, they suffered the power to pass out 
of their nands, and the door of the house of lords 
to be once shut. Mr. Sheridan declared, he was 
surprised at what the right honorable gentleman (Mr* 
Pitt) had said of the idea of the improbability ofthe 
lords ever wishing to continue the power, when they 
once got it into their possession. The right honor- 
able gentleman seemed to have forgotten they had 
gone throughout the whole of their proceedings, not 
on probable dangers, but on possible dangers ; and 
every danger which was morally possible to happen, 
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had been most studiously and cautiously guarded 
against. That such an idea as the right honorable 
gentleman had stated, was implied by parliamenti 
was not, Mr. Sheridan thought, to be tolerated ; 
the right honorable gentleman, and the gentleman 
behind him, seemed to have adopted a principle 
which might be extended for seven years, as well 
as three; and, therefore, not choosing to lend his 
sanction, to the principle, that the executive power 
ought to continue maimed and crippled by useless 
and harsh restrictions, for three years, he should 
move to leave out the words " three years," and 
that the words " one year'' be inserted in the 
blank. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt answered, that the honorable gentleman wka 
9poke last, seemed to have done him more justice than the honorable 
gentleman near him, because he had expressly stated, that as they 
could not fix the precise period of the duration of His Majesty's 
illness, he would agree to three years, as a period the most extreme 
and distant that could be taken ; but that if His Majesty should 
not recover soon, the restrictions ought to ctase within the period 
proposed; and the honorable and resectable member who had in^ 
troduced it, had expressly stated a similar sentiment. How then 
could it be considered, that, adopting the words '* three years^' to 
fill up the blank under the construction which had been laid down, 
was making parliament declare that Us mnnion was, that the rem 
strictions ought to last for three years? W^th regard to the amend" 
ment proposed, uwuld not the honorable gentleman, by what he was 
doing, aefeat his own purpose? The honiyrabh gentleman had ob" 
served that he moved an earUer day, that it might not appear to be 
the opiniott of parliament, that parliament thought the restrictions 
ought to continue three years. He shotdd conceive, that the honor-' 
able gentleman would serve his purpose better, by withdrawing his 
amendment, and letting the original motion be put. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, if the motion for filling 
the blank with the words " three years" was car- 
ried, the right honorable gentleman had declared, it 
would appear that it was not the opinion of the 
house that Che restriction should continue for three 
years. This was, Mr. Sheridan said, the most 
.extraordinary opinion he had ever heard, and there- 
.fore, he should certainly persist in his amend* 
ment. 
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Tke quesfi&n was put, and the clause filled up with the word& 
** three years,'' agreed to, and ordered to stand part of the MIL 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to ask a question of 
tbe honorable and learned gentleman whom he saw 
opposite to him, the answer given to which would 
shew whether his amendment was necessary or not. 
His Majesty had' power to grant a commission for 
opening parliament; and he desired to know 
whether the King had not power to invest those 
commissioners with full regal authorities. He 
found from the precedents with which they had been 
furnished, that in the case of Henry the Sixth, 
when the Duke of York was appointed to exercise 
the, royal authority in parliament, it might be done. 
What he wished to know then, was, could the King 
do the same thing by a general commission ; or 
whether, as in the case of Lord Hardwicke, in the 
year 1754, he must issue a second commission to 
give the royal assent tOvany bill or bills ? 

The Maaer of the Rolls answered, that if the honorable gentle- 
man meant to enquire whether the King could delegate the whole 
^ his authority by one commission, he thought he could not 
do so; — he could not, for instance, make his Attorney-General 
)K%ng. To make any man King by attorney, was a power that the 
^ King of England did not possess. With regard to the commissions 
issued in Henry the Sixth's reign, in the cases of the Duke of Glou- 
cester in the commencement, and the Duke of York in a subsequent 
period: in both those cases the commissions issued under the great 
mat, and were confirmed by parliament. 

Mr. Sheridan thanked the honorable and learned 
gentleman for answering hijn in part, but he had 
reasoned rather than answered him entirely. Mr. 
Sheridan proceeded to put his case again, and 
maintained that the commission appointing the 
Duke of Gloucester to hold the parliament, and 
give the rc^al assent to bills; was a case in point. 
The King was then a minor, incapable of acting 
for himself, as our king was at present incapable^ 
though from another cause. Was there not in the 
King a power, not only to issue a commission in- 
vesting commissioners with authority to open par- 
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liament, but to give the royal assent to a bill, and 
to act in every instance with the royal autho- 

Tht Attorney-General said he would answer the honorable gentle- 
mm in three words ;^The King cannot. , . . . 

Mr. Sheridan afterwards went again into the question which he 
had before put to the lawyers, grounding his second application 
upon a clause which he moved; the object of which was, to restrain 
His MuQestyfrom granting any general commission, investing the 
commissioners with powers to open the parliament, give the royai 
4usent to bills, Sfc. Sfc. SfC. 

The question was put on Mr. Sheridan's clause and negatived. 



March 19. 
ORDNANCE ESTIMATES. 

The report of the resolutions voted by the committee of supply on 
the ordnance estimates, having been brought up by Mr. Gilbert, md 
the resolutions read a first time, m the question being put " That 
these resolutions be read a second time." General Burgoyne, Mr. 
Cowrtenay, and Mr. Sheridan opposed them. The object of the re- 
solutions was to grant a sum of 218,000/. for the extraordtnartes rf 
the ordnance. Ihis demand was made by ministers, in consequencs 
of a plan formed by the Master-General, for fortifying to a certtm 
extent, the West India islands. In the course of the debate Mr. 
Courtenay was called to order by the speaker. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to defend hishonorable friend, 
Mr. Courtenay, who had, bethought, been rather 
improperly called to order. 

The speaker answered, that it was an essential part of Ms duty^ 
to wesm>e order. It was at all times disagreeable to him to inter- 



mtim. he fett U to be Am auty to uuerrupi man, ««», ,^^^^..^^ 
msht m my occamn miitake the point of duty, tnttmeetto order, 
Ja. when ku mtentiont were of the nature whkhhe had demOed, 
iewnceivedUto be unhandiome to nuke any refectton onkuconr 
duet. 

Mr. Sheridan admitted that his honorabk friend's 
•veords, when he was called to order from the chair, 
were not afterwardi foUowed with that explanation, 
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ivhich he had expected he was about to give; bat 
the hoase well knew, when gentlemen were inter- 
rupted, it frequently happened they pursued a dif- 
ferent train of ideas from those they had set out 
with. With regard to the question itself, he did 
not mean to speak to the military part of it, nor did 
he conceive this was the question before the house. 
But, if they were to rely on military authority, 
his honorable friend (Colonel Phipps) must ex- 
cuse him, if, on account of his greater experience^ 
he gave the preference to the authority of his honor- 
able friend near him (General Burgoyne.) The 
real question, however, for their consideration, ap- 
peared to him to be, whether His Majesty's Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in asking that sum from 
parliament, had giving the proper documents to 
satisfy the house, that the sum ought to be voted ? 
Mr. Sheridan said, he thought the right honorable 
gentleman had not ; because, last year he had him- 
self submitted the very same motion, as that which 
was now made by his honorable friend. The right 
honorable gentleman had then declared that no 
estimate had been received by government from 
the West Indies, but that government expected 
one ; and when it came, it should be laid on the 
table. Upon that suggestion, or rather promise, 
3$Ir Sheridan said, he had consented to wave his 
motion. He remarked, that he perfectly well- re- 
collected, the right honorable gentleman had last 
year said, the expense would probably amount to 
about 200,000/. but, that if it were double that 
sum, the object would deserve it. As it was con- 
fessed, that an estimate was now before the Board 
of Ordnance, the house ought to have it upon the 
table, before they proceeded to vote the money. 
Mr. Sheridan declared, he had not been present 
when the seamen were voted ; but when he saw 
that 2000 additional seamen had been voted, it 
gave him great satisfaction, because he thence cob- 
ceivedy that the project of fortifying the West 



178©.] 185 

India islands had been reconsidered by His Ma- 
jesty's ministers, and rejected as impolitic ; a con- 
ception to which the train of reasoning of the right 
honorable gentleman naturally led, when he spoke 
upon the subject, in the course of the preceding 
session. 

The resolution for granting the sum demanded, was voted without 
a division. 



May 4. 

PETITION OP MR. HASTINGS. 

On the Srd of February, Mr. Hastings presented a petition to 
the house of lords, in which, after recapitulating the proceeduigs, 
which had already been had from the eommencement of the impeach^ 
ment, he stated the great hardships to which its extraordinary duro" 
turn had, and was likely still further to subject him. Among these, 
he mentioned the decease of several of hisjudges-^the detention of 
witnesses necessary for his defence — the probability of his being de- 
prived of many of them by various accidents — his health impaired, 
and his fortune wasted.] He reminded them, that two articles only, 
out of twenty, had yet been gone through by his accusers — that 
his expenses had already exceeded 20,0Q0L and consequently, that 
should his life be continued to the close of the trial, he might find 
himself destitute of the means of defence, and even of subsistence^ 
and run the dreadful chance of having his character transmitted on 
the records blasted with unrejuted criminations. He therefore prated 
that they would enable him to make his innocence, and he hmoed his 
deserts, apparent, by proceeding without delay upon his tiiat. The 
interventum of the circuits of the judges rendered it impossible for the 
lords to proceed upon the trial before the 20th of April, when the 
court wasreeumed, and sat during the remainder of the session, seven* 
teen days. The charge brought before them^ and opened by Mr. 
Burke, was that relative to the corrupt receipt , of money. In the 
course of his speech, Mr. Burke had occasion to remark upon the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings towards one of his accusers in India, called 
Nundcomar ; and after relating other acts of injustice and cruelty, 
he added, that he had, at last, murdered that person, by the hands ef 
Sir Elijah Impey. A few days afta* the charge had been opened, 
Mqjor Scott pi^esented a petition from Mr. Hastings to the house o^ 
commons, in which he stated, that Mr. Burke in supporting the 
charges, exhibited against him at the bar of the house of lords, had 
accused him of sundry heinous crimes not Imd m tlu articles ofimr 
peachment. He instanced the charge of having been concerned in a 
plot for assassinating the Shahzada, and in another plot for putting 
to death the son ofJaffier Ally Khan ; of being accessary to certain 
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horrible cruelties alleged to have been committed by one Dibi Sin^, 
and lastly^ of having oeen guilty of the murder of Nundcomar. He 
therefore prayed the house either to brin^ forward and prosecnte 
those charges in specific articles, and thereby give him an opportu- 
miy of vindicating his innocence, or to grant him such other redress 
as to their justice and wisdom might seem fit, A motion was made 
that the petition should be brought up, which was^ after a debate, agreed 
to without a division, A dimcuUy occurred as to the mode ofascer- 
tainiw the words spoken. The notes of the short-hand writers, who 
attenekd the trial, being contended for by several of the members, and 
defected to by Mr, Fox and Sir Grey Cooper as contrary to the 
untform practice of parluanent. Their objections appeared of so 
much importance to the houses that a committee was appointed to 
search for precedents. The committee reported, that tliere were no 
precedents of any complaint of words qfotcen by managers in West- 
minster-Hall to be found. The managers a^ain urged their objec' 
tions to the examination of any short-hand wrtters ; but the favourers 
<^ the petition, insisting upon the duty of the house to govern itself 
m such cases, by what should appear most likely to promote the aids 
of substantial justice prevailed : andafter a division of 115 to 66, 
Ae short-hand writer was called in. The next ^[uestion was, whether 
all the particulars complained of by the petitioners should be en^ 
mAred into, or whether the house might select what part they pleated. 
Mr. Pitt and others were of opinion, that the nouse ought to pay 
no attention to the words said to have been spoken in thefofjner 
year, as the complaint had been so lone deferred: and they Aould 
confine thesehes to the words relative to ^undcomar. This was edso 
objected to by the managers, as an arbitrary proceeding, butjinalfy 
agreed to by the house. Upon this question, 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that all partial exa- 
minations of the petition were improper ; the house 
had, for the parpose of granting justice to Mr. Has- 
tings, received^ and agreed to take into their consi- 
deratkm the petition ; he hoped, therefore, that they 
would not be so unjust to his right honorable friend 
(Mr. Burke) as to refuse to take the whole of the 
petition into their serious consideration, that he 
might have an opportunity of meeting and refuting 
the charges which it contained. If me house pro* 
ceeded upon the principle which they had avowed to 
proceed upon in their reception of tlie petition, the 
principle of doing justice to Mr. Hastiness, what 
right had they to garble his grievances, and to say, 
"This we will, and this we will not consider ?^' If 
they considered any, they were bound to consider 
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the whole. The mode proposed by the amendment 
might possibly be thought a more handy way of 
passing a slur upon the managers of the prosecu- 
tion ; but it was a mode which he sincerely hoped 
that the house would not adopt. 

After much aliereation^ in which Mr. Fox complained in strong 
and pointed terms of the indignity and injustice with which the mor 
nagers were treated : it was agreed, that some part of Mr, Burkes 
speech preceding the words complained of, should he read ; which 
done, and the offensive words ascertained, the Marquk of Graham 
rose, and moved, *' that the said words were not outhofHzed by any 
proceedings of that house." 

Mr. Sheridan asked if that was the only measure 
intended to be brought forward, or whether it was 
to be followed up by any other resolution ? 

7%e Marquis hawing replied, that 4a present be knew of none. 
Mr, Fox observed, that planting this to be the ease, heforvne, saw 
no objection to it, and should not trouble the house with any argu- 
ments against it; since, subsequently to the passing of the motion, it 
would prove fully competent for Mr. Burke or any other manager 
to repeat the same expresmms. Mr. Pitt followed. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he certainly had declared 
in Westminster Hall, that he thought the execution 
of Nundcomar a foul murder. Would any gentle- 
man who had read the trial, or would the right 
honorable gentleman opposite to him stand up and 
declare that he was conscientiously convincea that 
he ought to have been executed ? If the house com- 
manded him not to allude to the transactions in 
question, he should certainly pay obedience ; but if 
it did not, he should think that he deserted his duty 
if he omitted to charge Nundcomar's execution as a 
murder. 

Mr, Fox said, thathejdt hkwif justifitd m stUl persiaiug io 
declare, that he would call Nundcomar^ s execution a murder, unless 
the house told him to the contrary ; and that the managers, he con-' 
tended, ought to be enabhd tounaerstand explicitly what the motion 
siseas^. 

Tht Mar^ of Graham smd, that hthad not uMad to act others 
wise\than delicately to the managers; but the debate had changed the 
face if things; andsince thxy insinuated that they couldnot goon 
without getting themselves into considerable perpkxity, because the 
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moiion did not condemn the words already jmohen, he, would move 
4m amendment, to remove that obfection. Tne Marquis then added 
to the motion these words, *' and that the words of the right honor- 
able Edmund Burke, one of the said managers, viz. he (meaning 
Warren Hastings, Esq. murdered that man, (meanins Nundcomar) 
hf the hands of Sir Elyah Impey, ought not to have been spoken'* 

This produced another long debate, in which Mr. Fox endea* 
wnared to prove both the relevancy of Mr. Burke's words, and the 
impropriety and injustice of the interference of the house ; and was 
answered by Mr. Pitt and Colonel Phipps. The house at length 
divided: when there appeared for Lord Graham's motion 135; 
against it 66. 



May 6. 
COUNTY ELECTION BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that notwithstandingf it 
was too evident that the county election act, in ope- 
ration and effect, had been found to be productive 
of great inconvenience, and therefore must, he 
feared, be repealed ; he gave the noble lord vrho in- 
troduced it full credit for the goodness of his inten- 
tion, and the just and constitutional principle on 
vi^hich it vi^as founded, as indeed every bill vi^as 
likely to be which came from the hands of the noble 
lord in question. But it was highly necessary that 
some bill should pass to regulate and ascertain the 
right of voting, since it was well known that com- 
mittees of that house had not only decided diffe- 
rently,, in respect to the right of voting, but that two 
committees, who had tried the merits of a petition 
complaining of an undue election for one and the 
same county, had given decisions diametrically op- 

Eosite to each other. Mr. Sheridan declared, that 
e highly approved of the honorable gentleman's 
idea of a committee being appointed to enquire into 
the laws of election, as they stood at present ; and 
he trusted that, at the present advanced period of 
the session, all jpossible expedition would be used. 
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May 20. 

MOTION BY MR. MAINWARING FOR LEAVE TO 
BRING IN A BILl. TO EXPLAIN AND AMEND 
THE ACT ON 6 GEO. III. CAP. 36, RELATIVE 
. TO TREES, SHRUBS, PLANTS, &C. 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his pleasure at per-* 
ceiving that the honorable member was inimical to 
the extension and increase of the penal laws. There 
were so many of those statutes, and in several cases 
they were carried to so extreme a degree of rigour 
and severity, that they proved a disgrace to the 
laws and to the country. He hoped, therefore, 
that the house would always look with a peculiar 
degree of delicacy on every endeavour to increase 
the number of penal statutes, and to multiply rob- 
beries, felonies, and offences coming under those de- 
scriptions. With regard to the object of the ho- 
norable gentleman's proposed bill, he did not clearly 
comprehend it. The honorable gentleman had said, 
the legislature, when it passed the act of the 6th of 
the present king, had one thing in their contempla- 
tion, and had enacted another. Was the fact strictly 
correct, or was it under the pretence of protecting 
nursery grounds to make it felony in a school-boy 
to rob an orchard ; or was it that gooseberry bushes 
ought to be fenced round with gibbets, that the 
honorable gentleman now moved for a bill of amend- 
ment ? If it were intended to go to such an extent, it 
would be carrying the penal Uws to a ridiculous 
degree of rigour. 

The house divided; ayes 20; noes 6. Leave was thenfore fiven 
to MnginthebUl. 
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June 10. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. Pitt mtered into a state of the finances of the country, and 
spoke at considerable length, 

Mr. Sheripan rising next, observed, that in the 
case of a statement by which the public prosperity 
was to be estimated, it became so natural to wish to 
realise the favourable expectations which might be 
entertained of the situation of the country, that it 
was a task extremely painful to raise any dispute, 
or even to insinuate any doubts which might tend to 
remove the grateful delusion. Upon an occasion 
like this, however, it was impossible to be silent; 
and, therefore, he should think himself warranted 
in making a trespass upon the attention of the house* 
Certain propositions had been made bv the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in the course of his speech, 
and it would be very easy for him to lay down other 
propositions whiqh would entirely contradict them ; 
but this would be going upon grounds too loose for 
tlie house to form any judgment of the merits of 
their several affirmations, which could only be esta- 
blished by a reference to authentic documents. To 
these he was willing to refer himself; and it would 
be a test of sincerity in the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, much to be wished for, if he would submit 
himself to the same trial, and would not oppose any 
motion which be should make for the production of 
such papers as would affirm or disaffirm, by an 
irr^istible authority, what they could severally ad- 
vance in opposition to each other. Superficial and 
slight indeed was the manner in which the ri^ht 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had condescended 
to justify the loan he had proposed. He had said 
little or nothing about what the house had a right 
to expect to be more particularly informed of; and 
he had scarcely shewn a cause of any kind, much 
less a sufficient cause, why the nation should be re- 
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duced to the unexampled dilemma in time of peacei 
and amidst all the triumph which they had been 
used to on the part of the right honorable gentle* 
man, in. respect to the flourishing situation. of our 
finances, of encreasing the national debt, of creating 
fresh funds, and levying fresh taxes. But the right 
honorable gentleman had not withheld every kind 
of information ; he had descended to little particu- 
lars, and had been very elaborate and ingenious in 
explaining the nature of the loan, and in telling them 
of things which it was of very slight importance 
whether they were or were not as he represented 
them. Where the argument of the right honorable 
gentleman was not in its nature unimportant it was 
fallacious. Admitting that the revenue was likely 
to come up to what it had been asserted that it 
would reach to, (and even this required some con- 
cession) was it reasonably to be expected that the 
expenditure was not to exceed what it bad been 
stated it would be ? If the expenditure should ex« 
ceed what it was stated at (ana experience had de- 
monstrated ths^t it would exceed that sum) it was a 
plain case that we were deceived in our expecta- 
tions, and that our finances were not in the condition 
they were represented to be. The right honorable 
gentleman had given us a very pompous account of 
the unforeseen contingencies of expense which had 
happened, by which means he had failed in the pro- 
mises he had made. These unforeseen contingen- 
cies, however, upon the fullest statement which could 
be made of them, amounted only to 600,000/. ; but 
600,000/« divided among three years, which is the 
time from which the reduction of the national debt 
was to be computed , left only an excess of 200,000/. 
for each year of unforeseen expenditure, beyond 
the natural expenditure which was necessarily to be 
expected. So paltry an increase as this was to de- 
feat and annul all the high-sounding promises of 
the right honorable gentleman, and to reduce us to 
the necessity which we now find ourselves in, of 
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creating fresh debts, instead of paying off those 
which had been already created in the course of a 
long and expensive war. In like manner as this 
600,000/. had arisen during the last three years 
from unforeseen contingencies, so from the analogy 
of the thing it was to be presumed that another 
600,000/. from unforeseen contingencies would arise 
in the time to come ; and in the same manner as we 
have been prevented hitherto from emerging from 
our unhappy situation, by the unforeseen contingen- 
cies which have already arisen, so in time to come 
we shall be continued in the same depression of cir- 
cumstances, from the unforeseen contingencies 
which will yet arise, more particularly since the 
sum is so trifling which is to embarrass us. The 
right honorable gentleman had amused us, by In- 
forming us that we have paid off three millions of 
the national debt : but he aid not think it suited his 
purpose to inform us that in the year when we first 
began to pay, he had created a new debt of a mil- 
lion, by issuing exchequer bills to that amount ; and 
that this year we are creating another new debt of a 
million. He did not either bring into his estimate 
about two millions, which we have received during 
this time from the East-India Company, and other- 
wise, in accidental aids, and surely no inconsiderable 
aids ; still less did he think proper to mention an in- 
crease in the navy debt to the amount of 500,000/. 
If the right honorable gentleman had stated all the 
circumstances, it would have appeared that, with 
the assistance of more than four millions, he had 
succeeded in the very notable attempt of paying 
three millions of national debt. But the time must 
come when the bubble would burst, and our illusions 
be dissipated. It was better to meet our situation 
fairly and honorably ; by postponing the evil day j — 
our distress would only accumulate ; and when we 
expected to drink of the cup of gladness, we should 
find nothing but the bitter dregs of disappoint- 
ment. 
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Upon sach an occasion as the present, Mr. She- 
ridan remarked, he should yield to what he con- 
sidered as the indispensable necessity of moving 
for certain papers; and that the house should go 
into a committee to consider the same. He hoped 
that if his motion was acceded to, it would be a 
committee, and such a one as might easily be ob- 
tained in that house, of independent members taken 
indifferently ; and not such a committee as nrade 
the report, upon which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had founded his argument, in his own favor, 
upon more occasions than one ; and from whence 
he had derived his principal illustration. Making 
this remark, he could sincerely add that he neither 
felt a wish to have that committee discharged, nor 
meant to call in question the independency of their 
minds, and the purity of their intentions. 



JUNS 11. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 



Mr. Gilbert reported eighteen resolutions agreed to in the com- 
mittee of ways and means. The reoort having been received, Mr, 
Pitt expressed the satisfaction with which he newfound it admitted, 
on all hands, that the income of the country was greater than the 
mnount at which it had been estimated by the committee of finance m 
1786. This was a point gained; and gentlemen who had been 
among the foremost to deny the probability of the public income or- 
riving at the amount of the given estimate for the year 1790, were 
now contented to resort to sinele questions, which were eaHly an* 
swered. The business would daily wove less intricate; and as the 
honorable gentleman opposite to h&i had, in his remarks tlu preceding 
day, himself admittea that the income had so increased, {Mr. 
Sheridan looked as if he thought the conclusion not just] though, by 
his gesture, he seemed now to deny it; all that remained for him to 
say was, that notwithstanding it was impossible for him to answer for 
the unforeseen circumstances which might arise to prevent it, there 
was every reason to believe, if matters went on in their ordtnary 
eowrse, that the expenditure would be reduced to that level, 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that aware that as- 
sertion on the one side, contradicted by assertion on 
the other, could prove nothing ; he really had not 

VOL. II. o 
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the smallest inclination to have spoken that day, 
until the right honorable gentleman thought proper 
to deduce an argument from his gesture. He beg- 
ged the right honorable gentleman to understand 
that he was by no means ready to admit, that the . 
public income had increased beyond the estimate 
for the year 1790, given in the report to the com- 
mittee of revenue of 1786; and upon taking the 
public income upon an average of three years back, 
he believed it would be found the fact was, that it 
had not arrived even to the level of that estimate. 
When the right honorable gentleman then stated 
his expectation of extraordinary resources, be had 
declared what he was not less willing to declare at 
present, that the right bonorfible gentleman had 
over^rated them ; and if he came then to borrow a 
million, it proved that he did over-rate them at the 
time in question. The right honorable gentleman 
had taken notice of his gesture ; he was sorry he 
had used any, as it had brought on a discussion 
which could answer no end. Yet, upon the preced- 
ing day, less than a gesture had been converted 
into an argument; — ^his silence had been construed 
as an admission of the facts as stated by an honor- 
able gentleman opposite to him, and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who had both directly contra- 
dicted him respecting his assertion, that in 1788 a 
million had been borrowed by exchequer bills. The 
right honorable gentleman had, in lofty language, 
and with a degree of petulance, denied that he 
borrowed the million, since the report had been 
made by the committee of finance. In fact, the 
right honorable gentleman seemed extremely sore 
upon the subject. 

HfTe Mr. Pitt ami oiher gentlemtnsarcastkaUif smiied, 

Mr. Sheridan said, if the right honorable gen- 
tleman had no better resources than in the smiles 
of his friends, he was poorly off; but neither laughter^ 
nor sneera should prevent hhn from asserting that 



1789.] 195 

his silence did not prove him in the wrong. The 
fact was, as gentlemen might recollect, in 1785 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer took credit for 
two millions of exchequer bills, and declared at the 
time, that probably he should not have occasion for 
more than one million ; in which case, the bills for 
the second million should not be issued. It turned 
out that only one million was issued in 1785, and 
in 1786 the Chancellor of the Exchequer so stated 
it, and made the second million a part of that year's 
ways and means. The million had, in substance^ 
if not precisely and strictly, been borrowed since 
the report had been made by the revenue com* 
mittee. There was one material part of his speech 
the preceding day, Mr. Sheridan said, of which 
the right honorable gentleman had not thought 
proper to take the smallest notice, and that was, his 
proposition for the appointment of an impartial 
committee to examine the public accounts, and 
make tbeif report upon them. He had himself 
expressly declared, that he would not enter into 
any discussion of the subject upon the preceding 
day, because the debate which must have arisen 
would only have consisted of assertion on one hand^ 
and denial on the other, without the possibility of 
affording conviction to any ; and because it would not 
have been in their power to come at any thing like 
proof, for want of proper papers to refer to. The 
right honorable gentleman had chosen to understand 
him, the preceding day, as if he had meant merely 
to move certain resolutions ; whereas the appoint- 
ment of a fair committee was his object; and if 
such a committee were appointed, it would be for 
the committee to examine the public accounts ; and 
\e was sure it would end in a complete detection 
u the delusion and fallacy of the rig^ht honorable 
gentleman, and a full justification of what he had 
advanced. 

Mr. Steele repeoM his a$sertum that the additional nrillkm if 
txchejuer VSU um$ borrowed in 1785, and not in 1199. 

o 2 
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Mr. Sheridan answered, it was true that the ex- 
chequer bills were voted in 1785, but they had not 
been added to the debt till 1786. The miserable 
quibble under which the fact was attempted to be 
concealed was this: in 1785 the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer obtained a vote for two millions of ad- 
ditional exchequer bills, one million only of which 
(he had said) it was probable would be wanted; 
but it would be proper to have the other million as 
a reserve, in case there should be occasion for it. 
One million of these bills was kept in reserve ac- 
cordingly ; they were unnecessarily issued in 1786, 
when the right honorable gentleman had resolved to 
bring forward bis new plan of finances, and 700,000/. 
of them actually remained unissued when the re- 

Eort of the revenue committee was laid before the 
ouse. . 
Thus much, Mr. Sheridan added, that he felt 
himself obliged to remark, lest his silence should be 
construed into an admission of the right honorable 
gentleman*s statement. 

Mr, Steele observed, that the budget of I166,andwhai thenpatsed^ 
had been so misstated and unfounded, that he could not sit quietly in 
his place and let it proceed without explanation, Mr. Steele then 
stated a narrative of what had fallen from the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in 1 786, when the system of appropriating a milUon had been 
first adopted: The most essential part of this statement was, Mr. 
Steele's reminding the house, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had, in V7S6, expressly said, that although he expected to find seve- 
ral extraordinary aids to enable him to go on with, yet that such 
extraordinary demands might occur, that he might have occasion for 
a loan of one or two millions: that he would put it off as long as he 
possibly could. That Mr. Steele said, was the fact, and therefore, 
there was no ground for charging his right honorable friend with 
any thing like a fauacy. Mr* Steele referred Mr, Sheridan and 
the house to the report of the Navy Board, on which the Revenue 
Committee of 1786 had built that part of their report, and thence 
they would see that the navy expenses had not increased beyond what 
might have been expected. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he never heard any 
^sertion with more astonishment than that of the 
honorable gentleman who spoke last. He gave 
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him as much credit as his recollection of a speech, 
delivered four years ago, could entitle him to ; but, 
without putting* his memory against the honorable 
gentleman's, it was utterly impossible that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could have come to 
the house with a speech to contradict the report of 
his committee. He averred that in that report 
there was not an idea thrown out about the proba- 
bility of a future loan. Was it to be concluded 
that the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) could 
so far forget his object, as to say to the house, that 
perhaps he might want a small sum of a million or 
two, for the purpose of paying off three millions of 
the national debt ? The right honorable gentleman 
himself admitted the increase of the army to be a 

Eermanent expense. He believed the navy esta- 
lishment could not be diminished with a due regard 
to the safety of the country ; but on that subject it 
was not his intention to argue at present, if the 
right honorable gentleman did not oppose his mo- 
tion for appointing a committee of the house, of a 
different complexion from the former. They could 
have the best information from Sir Charles Middle- 
ton. He added, that he would either on the morrow 
or on Monday move for some papers which were 
necessary to be submitted to that committee. 

The Marquis of Graham imputed much of the misconception which 
appeared to have prevailed^ to gentlemen confounding the statements 
of the two last years expenditure and income, with what the Com- 
miitee of Finance in 1786 had reported would be the state of the in- 
come and expenditure at the end of the year 1790. The Marquis 
stated what the committee of 1786 had considered as likely to be the 
peace establishment at the end of the year 1190, and what had been 
the' conduct of his right honorable friend at the time when the report 
was made. He animadverted on the novel idea of a committee consti- 
tuted like thai which an honorable gentleman (Mr* Sheridan) had 
described, of such as had neither been in office, nor had any expecta^ 
turn of being in office, nor desired to be in office. The members who 
were on that committee ought (the Marquis conceived) to be sworn 
previously to their sittmf as committee-men^ as to the extraordinary 
fact of their never desirtng to be in office. 
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Mr. Sheridan observed, that he could not avoid 
admitting' the pleasantry with which the noble mar- 
quis treated his proposition for an independent com- 
mittee. Notwithstanding the noble marquis had 
humorously said, that the members nominated on 
such a committee should swear, that they did not 
wish to be in office ; yet he bad no doubt there were 
gentlemen in that house, who neither were in office, 
nor wished to be in office ; and who were competent 
to the business in question. Did the noble marquis 
mean to intimate that there were no gentlemen in 
the house, excepting placemen, who were capable of 
examining and stating the resources and expendi- 
ture of the national finances ? He did not say the 
same committee had wilfully deceived the public ; 
but their conclusions certainly were not justified by 
experience ; and therefore he thought himself at 
liberty, without meaning to throw the smallest im- 
putatiop on any member of that committee, to move 
for a new inquiry into the state of the public ac« 
counts. 

The Marquis of Graham defended his aninuidversians on the com* 
mittee, hy urging the extreme novelty of the formation of sueh a 
eommittee; and & considered the proposition of such committee mm 
an indirect imputation on gentlemen in office ; — the ohvums inference 
being, that they would abuse the trust which might be reposed in 
them by the house, and report what they did not believe to be the 
fact. Such an imputation the Marquis considered as derogatory to 
the dignity of the house : and he declared that he felt U to be inju" 
rious to himself 

Mr. Sheridan protested that he meant ^nothing 
coarse or personal, and denied that it was a novel 
thing to have such a committee. As a proof of this, 
be mentioned a committee which had been ap- 
pointed during the American war, and consisted 
chiefly of country gentlemen. He did not like to 
have such another committee as that of 1786, be- 
cause, though he did not mean to charge them with 
having done so intentionally, he was of opinion 
they had deceived the h6use and the public. With 
regard to a committee of gentlemen in office, Mr. 
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Sheridan thiuight they were liable to be less carefal 
in their inquiry after the trath^ from a natural wish 
to find the most favorable side of the question to be 
the factt than any other set of gentlemen. 

The question was at leno^th put, and the resolutions read a second 
time, and agreed to. Mr, Pitt gaw notice of his intention to move 
the house on the \6th to go into a committeet to cantider the duties 
payable on tobacco. 

Mr. Sheridan wished to know whether it was 
Mr. Pitt's intention on that day, to move any final 
resolution on the subject. He really thought that in 
a question of so much importance* at least as much 
previous notice should have been given to the mer- 
chant s and manufacturers of tobacco, has had been 
S'ven to the dealers in wine, when it was put under 
e regulation of the excise laws« 

Mr. Pitt answered, that it was his intention, on the IM, to state 
iht grounds on which the proposition he had to bring forward was 
fowSied: and afterwards to move the eommUtee to agree to it. 



June 10. 
KEVOIitTTrON COMMEMORATION BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that an honorable ba- 
ronet (Sir William Dolben) disapproved of mixing 
politics with religion ; and another honorable mem- 
ber's objection was, that there was already a com- 
memoration of the Revolution, in what he called 
the Liturgy. This appeared rather a curious ob- 
jectioo* \Vith respect to keeping politics out of the 
church, he owned, that in one view it should be so ; 
but, would it be an unfit thing for the church to 
acknowledge that obligation, which no man dis- 
puted to be very great and serious ? He thought 
that if there was any one point which did the^ great- 
est honor to the church, it was the church's having 
been the chief cause of producing that very Revolution 
on which the bill went to establish the commemo- 
ration. The only objection which he liad heard 
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against the bill, that was of any weight, was that 
of taking a day of the week for the commemoration, 
and making a new holiday ; but as the honorable 
gentleman, who brought in the bill, had expressed 
himself willing to wave that point, and to take 
either the Sunday before the 5th of November, or 
the Sunday nearest to the l«th of December, no 
ground for opposition remained. 



June 24. 

TOBACCO REGULATION BILL. 

The order of the day for the second reading of this hill having 
been read, it was afterwards moved ** that the bill be committed.'* 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that he should not so 
far trespass upon the patience of the house as need- 
lessly to prolong the debate, if that could be called a 
debate, where objections only were oflFered from one 
side, and not one word of answer was given, on the 
other. He rose merely to make a single remark, 
which was, that if the bill was committed for the next 
day, whatever time might have been given to the to- 
bacco traders and manufacturers to comprehend the 
clauses of the bill, parliamentary speaking, no time 
had been allowed to the members of that house to 
understand it. The bill had been brought in only 
two days ago, and printed for delivery that day ; it 
consisted of one hundred and twenty-five pages, and 
no gentleman could, at a glance, comprehend the 
various bearings of a bill so important in its nature, 
and so complicated and extensive in its detail. — 
Before it came into a committee, the members of 
that house had a right to consider it, in all its parts, 
to consult the manufactnrers in person, and to ac« 
quire a competent knowledge of the entire subject. 
The right honorable 'gentleman had boasted of his 
having seen and conversed with the tobacco manu- 
facturers of Scotland, London, and other places. If 
bethought such communications absolutely necos« 
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sary, before he held himself iustified in stating the 
principle and object of the bill to the house, why 
should not the members of that house be allowed 
time for equal preparation, and for the acquisition 
of the same extent of intelligence. Mr. Sheridan, 
therefore, hoped that the right honorable gentleman 
would not so hastily forward the bill, but, that having 
had it read a second time that day, he would not 
press for the committee upon the ensuing day ; but 
would give time for the petitioners to prepare their 
counsel, and to bring up their witnesses, who were 
now upon the road. 

Mr, Pitt said, that Alderman Watson and Mr. Sheridan had 
stated that the frauds committed on the revenue in the article of 
tobacco, amounted to no less a sum than from £300,000 to £500,000, 
and the object of the bill was, to endeavor to recover the greater 
part of that sum, by means of the excise laws, and by accommodating 
them to that article^ which was universally admitted to be a fit 
article of taxation. To such a principle, the friends of the public 
credit and of the public safety, could not surely be inclined to 
object. The wotihy Magistrate over the way, and the honorable 
gentleman tvho spoke last, had said, they thought that he wished to 
shrink from discussiont and to avoid it by precipitating the bill 
through the committee. From such an imputation he should appeal 
to the sober sense of the house, and ask them, when it was considered 
that counsel were to be heard, and witnesses examined, and that con- 
sequently there was not a probability of their doing more than hear 
them in part the next day ; whether his being anxious to commence an 
enquiry into the subject in the most circumstantial and regular man- 
ner looked like a wish to avoid its fair discussion? JVith regard to 
the honorable gentleman's intimation, that it was necessary for him to 
run about the town to converse with the manufacturers of tobacco, if 
he really was in earnest, and seriously wished to learn information 
from them, the best mode of his obtaining it would be for him to 
attend his duty in that house the next day, and listen attentively to 
the arguments and the evidence. 

Mr. Sheridan observed (in answer to Mr. Pitt), 
that he had said it was necessary to go into the com- 
mittee for the purpose of enquiry, whereas he must 
know that if the members of that house were not 
allowed time to read and understand the bill before 
they went into a committee, the enquiry would an- 
swer no purpose whatever. Whether they were to 
run about the town after the tobacco manufacturers, 
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as the right honorable gentleman had chosen to call 
it, was another matter. Bat since he had risen 
last, the worthy Magistrate behind him had added 
another and a very strong objection ; and this was 
no less than a defiance to any member of that house, 
a particular description of it only excepted, to stand 
up and declare that he had read the bill. Surely 
this was an unanswerable argument against pre- 
cipitation. 

Jlf r. Pitt angwered, that with regard to the honorable gentleman'o 
argument of memhers not being prepared, the best uw would be to 
attend the committee. With respect to the witnesses of the manufac^ 
iurers being upon the road, the mamrfacturers of London had on- 
ginated the opposition to the bill, and would, most probably, produce 
the evidence they wished to have examined; and of their intention to 
oppose the bUl, they had, by public advertisement, in almost every 
newspaper, given notice for full three weeks. He hoped that gentle^ 
men wwld atttnd the comtnittee, whatever inconvenience to thMselves 
it might occasion ; and indeed when the advanced period of the 
session was considered, he should think it trifling with theconve* 
nience of the house, by delaying the going into the committee with 
the bill a moment longer than was necessary. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, thai with regard to the con* 
Tenience of the house, he thought the right honor* 
able eentleman would consult it more by giving 
time for members to understand the bill. Af r. She- 
ridan was proceeding to answer Mr. Pitt, when he 
was desired by the Chair to confine himself strictly 
to explanation. Mr. Sheridan then said, that the 
right honorable gentleman had attempted to ridi« 
cule his explanation ; to which, in explanation, he 
wished to state, that the right honorable gentleman's 
argument was perfectly ridiculous. ^ [Here a great 

Sart of the house laughed.] Mr. Sheridan resumed 
is argument once more, ai^d the house calling 
Chair! Chair! in which cry Mr. Pitt joined, and 
the Speaker thereupon a^in desinng that Mr. 
Sheridan would confine himself to explanation, 
Mr. Sheridan answered, that he would take care 
that in future the ri^ht honorable gentleman should 
i>e as strictly confined to explanation, when he 
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spoke a second time, as he bad been. Mr. Pitt 
bowed, and sat down. 

The bitt was then ordered to be committed far the morrow. 



June 25. 
B£FORM OF ROYAI. SCOTCH BURGHS. 

Mr. Sheriban, adverting to the case of the 
royal Scotch burghs, begged leave to remind the 
house that the bill for bringing in of which he de* 
signed to move was precisely of that nature which 
the house had given leave to have introduced in A 
former session of parliament ; and as he understood 
there was no objection to the principle of it, and 
that those who meant to oppose the bill, intended to 
make their stand at the second reading, it was un-* 
necessary for him to trouble the house with more than 
a very few words, just to state that the conduct of the 
town councils of the several royal burghs of Scotland, 
as it now prevailed, was not more contradictory to 
their original charter than repugnant to every one 
of those principles of justice and propriety to which 
men, of a delegated trust, ought stnctly to adhere. 
On the second reading of the bill he would fully 
state the objects of it, and the reasons why the 
means of attaining those objects which the bill pro* 
Tided, were by him deemed such as the house ought 
to adopt ; for the present, he considered it as suffi- 
cient to move, 

" That leave be given to bring in a bill for rege- 
lating the internal government of the royal burghs 
in Scotland.*' 

Mr. Dundaa remarked that, reserving himsdfforaJiUure oppot- 
tunitv, he should now only declare that whenever the honorabk 
gentuman came forward ynth his reasons for thinking the bill advio- 
able, and thaiit was beeomhtg by one shirt clause to pronoimeeiqfon 
the constihUions of the royal burghsof Scotland, whiehhadeontmned 



uninterruptedly ever since the year 1400 ; as what ought not to 
continue; he woidd be ready to assign his reasons for dflf 
in opinion from the honorable gentleman upon the 
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hifietf, there/are, thai the honorable gentleman would name a precue 
dmffw the tecond reading, and keep to that day when he had named 
it, that the bill might not be kept hanging in the wind as a matter 

IN TERBOREM. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that the right honorable 
and learned gentleman had no occasion to be in such 
very g^reat naste, because he ought to recollect 
that they had waited a ^ood while tor him, while he 
w^ canvassing in Scotland. 

RBVOI^UTION COMMEMORATION BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan agreed completely with the ho- 
norable gentleman (Mr. J. H.. Browne), that the 
fittest time to establish a commemoration of the 
Revolution was, when parties, otherwise opposite, 
concurred in endeavoring which should best com- 
memorate that important event. But he difiered 
from the worthy baronet (Sir Joseph Mawbey) in 
one respect, because, so far from thinking the gen- 
tlemen on the other side would not subscribe to 
their column, they reckoned on their subscribing 
largely, as they were ready to subscribe to their 
thanksgiving ; but from what the honorable baronet 
had said in favor of their column plan, should there 
be a deficiency, they had now learnt that they might 
look up to him for large resources. With regard 
to the trouble the bill would give the parsons, when 
it was considered how essentially benefitted the 
church had been by the Revolution, it surely could 
not be improper to oblige the ministers of it once a 
year to put themselves, as well as their congre- 
gations, in mind of that event, from which the 
church had derived such veVy important advantages. 
As to whether the wording of the preamble should 
stand, as the amendment had been first proposed 
by an honorable gentleman near him, or wnetner it 
should run " That God's providence upon the vir- 
tuous efforts of our ancestors, &c. &c.*' Mr. She- 
ridan said, appeared to him to be a matter of 
immaterial signification ; and the contending febout 
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such a trifle, reminded him, if it were not thought 
too ludicrous a comparison for the occasion, of wnat 
Dogberry said in Sbakespeare*s play of ** Much 
Ado about Nothing/* when in the examination of 
Conrade and Borachio, he says, ^* Write God first ; 
for God defend, but God should go before such 
villains." 

The biU wa$ dincted to be reported on the 29th, 



JvNB 26. 

BILL FOR REGULATING ROYAL SCOTCH 
BOROUGHS. 

Mr. Sheridan brought in this bill for regulating 
the royal Scotch boroughs, which was read a first 
time, and upon motion ordered to be read a second 
time. 

Sir Jamee JohnUone declaring that much reform wu$ wanted in 
Scotland^ but in a variety ofparticuiart that reform whkh the biU 
held out woe needlese; and^ therefore^ unlese the honorabh gentle^ 
man would $ay, thai he introduced the bill merely to amue the houee, 
and did mean teriomly to urge it, he would count the houee. 

Mr. Sheridan assured the honorable baronet, that 
he had not brought in tbe bill merely to amuse the 
house, but with a serious intention of endeavoring 
to get it passed into a law. He hoped, therefore, 
that the honorable baronet would not put an end to 
it, and interrupt the other important business of the 
day, by counting the house. If the worthy baronet 
could prove that the grievance complained of did 
not exist, let him come to the point, and do so on 
the second reading. The petitioners for the bill 
were ready to prove every fact which the bill stated 
as an existing evil. 

Sir Jamee Joknetone anewered, that he underetood it woe not 
mud to put an end to a bUl in the way that he hadpropoeed; and, 
there/ore, the honorable gentleman might continue to amuee himeelf 
and the hauee with the biU earn few m^e longer. 
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TOBACCO REOITI.ATION BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan observed that, considering the grea- 
ness of the subject, it was extremely to be lamented^ 
that it had been brought forward so near the close 
of the session, when unfortuately so much of the 
essential business of the session was before the house. 
In so thin a house, the bill could not meet the at- 
tention which its importance deserved ; and, there- 
fore, as gentlemen did not like the trouble of at- 
tendance to hear the examination of witnesses, he 
wished that the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) would allow the evidence ofeach day to be 
printed, day by day, that the members of the house 
might have an opportunity of knowing what passed, 
and enable themselves fully to understand the sub- 
ject, before it became necessary to vote upon it. 

Mr. Put gdmftied^ that it would be exceedingly idle to attempt 
$0 pass « ifi^i ofsitch importance to the revenue, withoat endeavoring 
at least to have it perfectly understood. He had some doubt, how* 
ever, as to the propriety of priwHng the evidence, day by day, be- 
cause, as a good deal of new tight wasjrequentfy obtained by ^cross- 
sxandnation, it would not convty any complete information to tlie 
numbers, if the evidence of the witnesses was printed before they had 
been cross-examined. He had no obfection to ptinthtg the evidence 
00 fad av the examinatim ofeach witness was concluded ; or so as to 
, five very stfficisnt time for genikmiu to make themehes matters of 
ti^ A^orv the report was made. 

Mr. Stieridan an^rwered, that "rtie right honorable 
gentleman's mode of printing the evidence would 
equalty satisfy him. 

Some evidences having been examined, the house a^oumed* 



July 3. 

NEWSPAPER BUTY BILI.. 

Oft coming to the clause restricting newsmen from lending out 
newspapers to read for hire, Mr. Pitt rose and supported iU 

Mr. Sheriba^t considered it as a principle too 
erroneous to be introduced merely for tne sake of an 
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advantage so extremely trivial. He was a friend to 
newspapers, not merely because they blazoned forth 
the virtues of the present administration, but be- 
cause they proclaimed their actions. He was glad 
they would state that there was so thin an attend- 
ance when the most important business was before 
the house. He accused the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer as the cause of the thin attendance, by wil- 
fully and systematically putting off the public busi- 
ness till that period of the session. The right 
honorable gentleman had said, that those who let 
out newspapers derived two parts of their .livelihood 
from newspapers, the one for their loan, the other 
from their sale; and, therefore, the clause would 
not take away their livelihood. It would neverthe- 
less take away one part of their livelihood. It was 
soothing one set of men for oppressing them, by op- 
pressing another ; and as the hawkers and pedlars 
were sacrificed to tlie shopkeepers, so now the 
newsmen were to be sacrificed to the newspaper 
printers. Mr. Sheridan declared himself against the 
tax itself, which he thought injudicious, because it 
would be unproductive. He lamented the abuse of 
the press, but thought that it should not be checked 
in such a manner. The laws of this country af- 
forded every man who was injured by the press 
ample redress, and it ought not to be in the power of 
Ministers, by unreasonable impositions, to load it 
so, as effectually to prevent its exercise. The addi- 
tional tax on advertisements was highly injudicious, 
and would prove a loss rather than an advantage to 
the revenue. It wa^ not the casual advertisers, such 
as the want of a horse, tlie sale of a chaise, the loss 
of a watch, who were to be looked up to j but the 
staple advertisers, the auctioneers and booksellers ? 
the latter allotted a given sum for advertising ac- 
cording to the price of the book ; and if, by i&«- 
creasing the charge of each advertisement, the 
given sum woirid pay for so many advertisements 
abort of what it wmdd 4I0 fomerly, the neveaiie 



208 [jui-Y6f 

must, consequently, lose in proportion as the num- 
ber of advertisements diminish. 

Colonel Phipps having remarked, that if the honorable gentleman 
would take the trouble to read one of the newspapers of the ensuing 
day, he would perceive that his arguments had mo^t of them been 
answered before he entered the house, and contended that the increase of 
duty on the advertisements would not decrease their number. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that he would certainly 
look the next day to that miraculous paper the 
honorable gentleman talked of, but he did not be- 
fore know that the Hibernian journal was printed in 
London ; and no other paper he should have con- 
ceived would have made him answer arguments 
which he had never heard. 

The committee divided ; ayes 29 ; noes 9. 



July 6. 

REFOKM OP THE ROYAL SCOTCH BURGHS. 

Sir James Johnson observed, that as the reform offered by the pre- 
sent bill WM by no means wanted, he should object to its com- 
mitment. There were grievances in Scotland, but the constitutions 
of the royal burghs were not among the mmtber. They had no miU- 
tia, nor any trial by jury. If a man committed high treason^ he 
must be triM by the Scotch laws, which were different, in several es- 
senHal respects, from those of England. Another circumstance was 
with regard to the qualification of a justice of peace ; in England, a 
justice must have a certain qual^eation ; t» Scotland, none was ne- 
cessary : so that if a justice in England committed an innocent man 
to prison, he could obtain a remedy ; in Scotland, no remedy could 
be procured. Sir James agreed with Mr. Sheridan, that every man 
who received money from the public, should be accountable for that 
money, and was uriUing to consent to that part of the bill. He 
spoke of the endless system of litigation under the Scotch laws, and 
mentioned a case that had been heard nine times over, and determined 
by the court of session ; and after the ninth determination, an appeed 
was brought Oefore the house of lords ^ which they reversed. Thus it 
followed, that few persons were likely to outlive their lawsuits, unless 
at the commencement of their litigations, they were in a state of vigo- 
rous health. 

Mr. Sheriban declared, that he entertained so 
high an opinion of the benevolent andpatriotic prin- 
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ciples of the honorable baronet, as to rest assured 
that he would not oppose any measure which he 
thought calculated to answer toe end of civil liberty. 
The honorable baronet thought the grievances 
which the bill went to remedy, were only ima- 
ginary ; but he had stated a variety of other griev- 
ances which he knew to exist with respect to Scot- 
land in general ; and which, instead of being an argu- 
ment against the bill, afforded a strong presumption, 
that the grievances of which the promoters of the 
bill complained existied also. He hoped, therefore, 
the honorable baronet would suffer the bill to go to 
a committee, where alone he could be satisfied h^ 
proof, that grievances which he conceived to be ima- 
ginary did exist, and called loudly for redress. — 
Before entering on the bill, he would say a few 
words of the petitioners, and the manner in which 
they had proceeded. The business had been taken 
up, four years ago, by persons of the first credit 
and respectability in the different boroughs ; and 
conducted since that time with peculiar temper and 
perseverance. They had corresponded, they had 
met and consulted on the most constitutional mode 
of applying for redress ; they had resorted to no 
improper or inflammatorj; means. This, surely, 
was not the conduct of bad subjects, or men who 
were enemies to regularity and good government. 
Of fifty-six boroughs, fifty-two nad concurred in 
the application to parliament ; and of these, all the 
burgesses, *but those who were in the practice of 
abuse, and derived a benefit from it. Their petition, 
signed by nine thousand persons, certainly proved 
that they complained justly, and they wished only 
for an opportunity of substantiating their complaints. 
The first object of the bill was, to provide a remedy 
for the want of a judicature, before which the ma- 
gistrates should be compelled to produce their ac- 
counts ; and the second, was to prevent the magis* 
trates from electing their own body, one set at pre- 
sent chusing another in regular succession. The 
yoi*. II. p 
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consequence of this abuse was a waste of public 
money, an oppressive exercise of usurped power, and 
arbitrary impositions arbitrarily levied by imprison- 
ment and other penalties. These were natural con- 
sequences. Whenever there was power without 
responsibility, there would be abuse. This was the 
orainary course of things, and he wished it not 
to be otherwise, but to stand as an important lesson 
to mankind, not to grant power, without establish- 
ing the means of punishing the misuse of it. On 
this obvious principle, the abuses in the internal 
government of the Scots boroughs were easily traced 
to their source ; the perpetuity of the same junto of 
magistrates, and the burgesses having no means 
of redress or control. Forty of the charters, 
copies of which were before the house, contained 
clauses favorable to the rights of the burgesses, and. 
only five to the assumed rights of the magistrates; 
therefore, no innovation wag proposed. The char- 
ter of Stirling had been newly modelled by Mr. 
DundaSy in tibie manner which he conceived to be 
most advantageous. The plan established for 
Stirling was very nearly the same with that now 

C-oposed for the other boroughs; and what tiie 
amed and right honorable gentleman had thought 
good for one, he must, if he acted consistently, 
approve of for the whole. He was ready to make 
out as strong a case, and to prove abuses as flagrant 
aa had been the ground of reforming the borough of 
Stirling. The honorable baronet had admitted, 
that the magistrates ought to account for the public 
money ; yet, there was no judicature before which 
they could be called to account; neither by the 
Court of Session, the Exchequer, nor the Conven- 
tion of Delegates* The latter, indeed, would he 
a very imperfect remedy, if it existed; for, it was 
not to be supposed that those who were in the prac- 
tice of abuse themselves, would be very ready ta 
pronounce against those who were similarly ao- 
iiiised.. To prove diat the Exchequer had no juris* 
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diction, Mr. Sheridan read an opinion of the court, 
solemnly disclaiming^ it on a case broug^ht before 
them ; and declared, that he was ready to joi^ 
issue with those gentlemen who opposed the bill, on 
the single point, that no competent judicature to 
that effect existed in Scotland. It was not neees* 
sary to waste time in debating on the subject j gen- 
tlemen might make themselves masters of it, by 
reading the publications respecting it, which were 
written in a very able manner on the part of the 
reformers, and had not been, in any decree, an« 
swered by their opponents. These not depending on 
hypothetical argument, but founded on facts, and 
confirmed by proofs, would convince any person 
who took the trouble of perusing them with atten- 
tention, that the grievances complained of were not 
imaginary, and that the remedy proposed was not 
an innovation, but agreeable to the ancient rights 
and privileges of the boroughs. Was the case 
otherwise, it would become the wisdom of parlia- 
ment to extend to Scotland those advantages of the 
oonstitutioif of !l^ng)and, which it did not possess 
by its own. 

Sir Jameg Jehnson observed, that the Court of Exchequer found 
that a possened no jwrtBdictun over the boro^rhs, 6y a tMfmity of 
one Judge onl]^, ^fter em'^nw H twQ hfmdredyem^. 

Mr. J)un408 remarked, that the hofWrabJe gentleman who had 



taken upon Mmxlf the task of reforming the royal burghs of Scot^ 
land, had lately argued the impropriety of bringing forward buH- 
$U88 ofpubhc importance td so late a period of the aession. On this 



gfrnndf heiaokUforgratUfd^ tha^ i^ w^ natafiriomin thepr^ 
position he had submitted to the h^use ; and that the grievances conh 
plained of were not of such an important nature, as to claim much of 
the attention of parliament. M was not a little remarkable, that 
though there appeaa^ed, oc&isiana^y, a considerable diff^erenee of 
poiUicfl opi$iian amsmg those gmtlemfn who represented tks northern 
part of the kingdom, yet, none of them covld be found to (9ptmse. th^ 
aause of reform ; hut forgetting the animosities of party, they had 
comfode»atodfoT the purpose if oppressing the poor burgesses ofSk^t- 
md, Thi hcmrmte genthmm {Mr. Si^ridan) had iharrforf bess^ 
s4u:t€4as t/^efibammm u^ vig^t^ ftstm tiemjfr^ the ^ppressien^ 
under which they had so long laboured ; bid, as he ooyid not ^o- 
quire his knowkage of the subject from local acquaintance with the 
eountry, a long catahgus of their supposed grievances had been 

V2 
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puMMed for the hmorable gentleman'^ mformaiUm ; and he now 
came Jorward with one simpK propomtion, the olffect of which wag 
to overturn and repeal the whole constitution of the royal burghs of 
Scotland, established for four hundred years. 

Mr. Sheridan requested the indulgence of the 
house, while be made a few observations on the very 
unfair and illiberal manner in which the right ho- 
norable and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had 
argued the question. Mr. Sheridan here emphati- 
cally said, that as he intended^ on a future occasion, 
to adopt the idea suggested, of moving for a com-- 
mittee of enquiry, he would not then insist on di- 
viding the house; but he would assure the right 
honorable and learned gentleman, that relying on 
the ability, the spirit, and perseverance of those 
who did him the honor of entrusting their cause to 
him, no exertion of his should be wanting to ac- 
complish the great object which he had in view. 
The right honorable and learned gentleman had^ 
very uncandidly, thrown out hints, as if he was not 
serious in the cause ; and that he had taken it up 
for no other reason but to court popularity. It had 
been the usual language of that house to impute no 
other motives to gentlemen, than what their actions 
justified. Perhaps, the right honorable and learned, 
gentleman judged of him from his own practice. 
He assured him, however, that he was not am- 
bitious of having statues erected to commemorate 
his^ labours ; but he should always lend his aid to 
the removal of oppression, come from what quarter 
it might. It would be a fortunate circumstance, if 
the right honorable and learned gentleman, as the 
Minister of Scotland, enjoying as he did the confi- 
dence of the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), 
would employ a little of his influence, in endeavour- 
ing to extend the blessings of civil liberty, instead 
of parliamentary jobbing and political intrigue. 
Mr. Sheridan admitted that the business of the re- 
form had been delayed to a later period of the ses- 
sion than he could have wished; but if from that 
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circamstance the right honorable and learned gen* 
tleman argaed that be was not serious, what opinion 
must he entertain of his right honorable friena near 
him, (Mr. Pitt), who, at the same period of the 
session, had brought forward a subject of so much 
magnitude and importance as a general excise on 
tobacco? To those who contend^ that the griev- 
ances of which he complained were imaginary, the 
best answer he could give was, that all he desired 
was to be permitted to go into a proof of them ; 
and for that purpose, if it was judged too late to 
undertake it in the present session, he certainly 
would bring forward that question early in the next. 
As to the parliamentary reform, to which the right 
honorable and learned gentleman had alhided, he 
ought, with one Zeno, to have mentioned one Wil- 
liam Pitt, and one Duke of Richmond, advocates 
for that salutary measure. The case of the burgh of 
Stirling, Mr. Sheridan considered as an unanswer- 
able argument in his favour ; and if the right ho- 
norable and learned gentleman had no desire to en- 
quire into the success of his own good works, he 
would venture to inform him, from authority, that 
the town of Stirling, in its trade and manufactures, 
had still tlie benefit of its new constitution, and it 
comprehended nearly all that he desired. He was 
not surprised that he should object to annual elec* 
tions ; he believed that it would be more consonant 
to his political opinions, if the magistrates and coun-^ 
cils were to be elected for life ; and to prevent* that 
dissipation and debauchery which he had nientioned 
as the evil consequences of a general election, he had 
not a doubt, but to obviate these evils he wonld 
give his consent to a perpetual parliament. As to 
the annual amount of the revenues of the burghs, 
though one hundred thousand pounds migHt not 
appear to be a very large sum in the eyes of the 
rignt honorable and learned gentleman ; its amount 
and value ought to be estimated from its relation to 
the general source of the whole^ and in proportion 
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a« they were scantyi that, in his <^iiiioii« was an 
additional reason to put an etid to the abuse and 
mismanagement of the little they poss^sed. The 
right honorable and learned gentleman was mis-^ 
tu^en, if he imagined, that because he opposed the 
bill, he should have the members for Scotland on 
bis side. > He was happy to find the sentiments of 
many of those gentlemen favorable to the bill, and 
he had not a doubt of their support. Mr. Sheridan 
said, that in alluding to the annual convention of 
del^[ateS) he did not mean to reflect <hi any of 
them individually ; but as that assembly was chosen 
by those who were accused of delinquency, theyy 
by having a common burgh interest, were certainly 
not the fittest persons to enquire into abuses, which 
it was their interest to conceaL He condnded with 
declaring his sincere convid.ion of the truth of 
every fact he had stated ; and if on a future day^ 
he should be so fortiinate as to prevail in the cause 
which he had undertaken, that day he should 
consider as one of the proudest and happiest of 
his life. 

Mr. Dmdas answered, that when the honorabte gentleman firit 
menltioned U him Ms intenti&n €f mmmg the Ml, he had informed 
him he should 9ppsse it, en aecomnt pf the mregsdafity af his Mag* 
ing in c bill, withtmt having a previous cmnmiUee to enquire into 
the facts complained of. The honorable eentleman had told him, 
that it would not be candid in him to take that line of objection ; 
whm he hml repHed, that he certain^ shmfd, and he had now 
apposed it according^, 

Theiptestionfor committing the tUlums negathed without a di- 



July 10. 
MOTION J*OR A COMMiTTKB 09 FINANCB. 

'Mr. Sheridan now rose and introduced the 
points which led tb his intended motion for a com- 
mittee of finance, with the remark, that consider- 
ing the importance of the business, on the discus- 
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sioQ of which he was about to inter, he felt that 
he oug^t to have sabmitted it to the house at an 
earlier period of the session, when a fuller attendance 
of members might have been expected; and those 
who did attend, might have been more disposed 
to bestow on it that degree of attention, which an 
inquiry of so much importance to themselves, their 
constituents, and the nation at large, demanded. 
That he had not done so, was owing to a right ho- 
norable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) who, according to 
his usual custom, had deferred opening the budget, 
till a period of the session, whicn he thought likely 
to render any subsequent examination of his own 
statement of the finances impracticable. After 
this and other necessary steps of moving for 
pupera and accounts Imd been taken, yesterday 
was fixed on as the day ; and he had come down 
with his head full of figures a few minutes after- 
four, but, unfortunately, the Speaker had entered 
into a previous calculation; and finding a deficit 
of members, a deficit which he could not help, 
thinking ominous of a deficit in the finances ; he 
execut^ his duty, and adjourned the bouse. The 
surplus of members, now he wa^ speaking, was not 
great — he was afraid the surplus of the revenue 
would be less. By the delay of a few days, which: 
he had agreed to, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer might uot be deprived of the assistance of 
his right honorable friend (Mn Grenville) who had 
been chairmaa of the committee of acooimts in 1786, 
some advantage had been obtained, inasmuch aa 
it had given time to move for additional papers to 
correct the errors of those for which he had for* 
merly moved. He could not, however, see the 
reason why the Chancellor of the Exchequer should 
have been so anxious for the assistance of his right 
honorable friend, since any other member of the 
committee might have been able to explain and 
defend the report; and since the Chancellor of the 
Exdieqner himaelfi who had adopted the princi* 
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Eles and the calculations of the report, might have 
een supposed to be fully master of what he had 
thus made his own, and capable of refuting* any 
objections that could be urged against it. Had the 
budget been opened, as it certainly might have 
been, before the Speaker was voted into the chair, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer must have been 
deprived of the assistance of his right honorable 
friend, vi^ho must have remained mute and im- 
moveable in the chair, like a magician tired of his 
own spell; without the power of succouring his 
friend, whatever might have been his distress, or 
however loudly he had invoked his aid. The right 
honorable gentleman was now advanced from the 
dig'nity of Speaker, to quote the language of a 
noble marquis near him, to the higher dignity of 
Secretary of State ; and not only to that, but also 
to the post of Deputy Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
His right honorable friend, taking example from 
the University which he represented, conceived 
there ought to be a Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to enjoy all the honor and the patronage of the 
office; and a Yice-Chancellor, to take upon him 
the labor and the drudgery of investigating ac- 
counts. Much as he respected the abilities of the 
right honorable gentleman who had been so earn- 
estly called to office ; he was not afraid to encoun- 
ter them on the present occasion. Standing as he 
did on figures and fair indisputable calculation* he 
dreaded not the opposition of the first abilities, 
whether separate or conjoined. 

Upon this occasion, he should a&sume as a lead- 
ing principle,^ what he supposed would not be 
denied; — that the state of the finances ought to be 
fully examined and fairly made known to the 
country ; that in order to confirm in the minds o£ 
the people that confidence in the legislature, which 
alone could make them cheerfully submit to the 
burdens imposed upou them^ they ought to be 
made acquainted with tl^ full extent of the public 
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debt, rerenuei and expenditure; and, instead of be* 
ing imposed by flattering prospects and temporizing 
projects, have their true situation, at once, laid 
before them. If it should be maintained that there 
ought to be delusion, that the people, to be induced 
to bear, must never be permitted to Judge ; what he 
had to offer would be impertinent. But if it was 
once admitted there ought to be a public investiga* 
tion of the public revenue, there could be no diffi* 
culty in repeating that sort of inquiry which had 
been made. before; examining how far former cal- 
eolations had been verified by experience; and ma- 
king, if necessary, a new statement of the public 
resources, ond the public expenditure. He did not 
propose to do this, because, he thought the result 
of the enquiry would afford cause for despondence. 
The resources of the country, he was persuaded, 
were more than equal to its burdens; the only 
danger was in shunning enquiry, in endeavoring to 
gloss over the one, and neglectmg to draw forth the 
other. He did not mean to ascribe the least blame 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for endeavoring 
to begin the liquidation of the public debt in 17M; 
what he blamed was, that when he came to wind 
up the expenses of the war, he had not fortitude 
and candor to state the account fairly. At the end 
of a war, which, though expensive and partly un^ 
successful, had been glorious— which had displayed 
tile power and resources of the nation — which had 
exhibited it contending against the united force of 
France, Spain, and Holland; repelling their at- 
tacks, and scattering their fleets; the people had 
intrepidity and patriotism enough to look their 
true situation in the face, and to submit to 
taxes necessary to maintain a peace establish* 
ment, pay the interest of their debts, and pro- 
vide a surplus foe their gradual liquidation. But 
when they found, after being told that they had 
such a surplus, and after four years of profound 
peace, that instead of reducing their expenses, they 
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, must bear new taxes to pay the interest of fresh 
loans— they must lose all confidence in the right 
honorable gentleman, in whom their confidence 
had been so gratuitous and unbounded-*— they must 
lose all confidence in the government — all confi- 
dence in their own representatives, and look upon 
themselves in the light of being deceived, and op- 

Eressed. Granting that a change of administration 
ad taken place, on an occasion when, they all re» 
collected, it was generally expected ; — what would 
have been the effect of this deception ? — The people 
had been told that they had an annual million sur- 
plus ; they were incessantly told, he would not say 
from authority, but by all the ministerial prints, that 
they might look for another million surplus ; and 
the delusion was still further increased by the mi« 
nister himself, who had repeatedly said, that an 
extraordinary, and unforeseen expense of 000,000/L 
would be defrayed without any extraordinary sup- 
ply. This sum, in four years, was only 150,000/. 
a year ; and to compare the revenue of a nation, 
with ^at of an individual ; — if a person, with an 
estate of 16,000/. a year, should not be able to bear 
an unforeseen expense of 150/. a year, his expenses 
must be very ill accommodated to his income, or he 
must be a very bad economist. Such, however, 
was the case:*— when the Chancellor of the Exdie« 
quer stated this sum as part of the expenses of the 
year, he had never said that an extraordinary sup* 
ply would be wanted on account of it. On the con-* 
trary, he had remarked, he was happy to find that 
no extraordinary supply would be necessary ; which 
meant, if it meant any thing, that the revenue was 
sufficient to provide for this sum and the surplus 
million also. Suppose then a change of ministry 
to have taken place, the Duke of Portland to have 
been appointed First Lord of the Treasury, and 
John Cavendish to have testified his zeal lor the 
poUic service^ by undertaking the office of Chan- 
ceUor of the £x<Aequer, and to ^ve ccme to par* 
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liament to propose a loan for this extraordinary 
expense, and taxes to pay the interest, as his first 
official act; what would have been the conse-* 
quence ? Nothings would have been heard but cla- 
mon— •" Mr. Pitt," it would have been echoed from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, <* kept up 

Eublic credit, and provided a surplus; these men 
orrow money, lay taxes, and squander the revenue 
by anticipation." Had they done what it would 
have been their duty to do ;*- had they stated, once 
for all, the true situation of the finances, borrowed 
whatever sums it might have appeared necessary 
to borrow, and imposed taxes to pay the interest; 
the clamor against them would have been much 
greater. Had they done^ on the other hand, what 
some people would have thought more for their 
own convenience; had they temporized with the 
state of the finances; bad they elsied them out by 
expedients, and thereby continued the delusion ; the 
deception must have gone on till it was too gross to 
be concealed — the bubble must have burst at last, 
and alt confidence in parliament would have been 
lost. 

After this exordium, which Mr. Sheridan con* 
tended was not extraneous matter; he stated the 
four propositions, in fact, founded upon the repent 
of the select committee. They were in substance as 
follows : — 

That the report of the committee, appointed ixt 
1786^ to examine and state the several accounts 
relating to the public income and expenditure ; and 
to report the probable amount of the in€>ome and 
expenditure in future, does not appear to have heea 
founded in fact, nor verified by experience. 

That for the three last years, the expendibure has 
exceeded the income two millions, and may be ex«> 
pected to do so for three years to ornne* 

That ao progaress has hitherto been laade in the 
rediictionof the public debt 

Thai there is no frowud of ratiiNaal expectfttioBr 
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that any prc^ess can be made without a consider- 
able increase of the annual income, or reduction of 
the expenses. 

The first circumstance to be considered was — 
Did the report of the committeeV and the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, who adopted all the calcula- 
tions and all the reasoning of that report, hold out 
the expectation, that after 1786 there would be no 
necessity for a loan? An honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Steele) had asserted, on his recollection, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer did not thus calcu- 
late and reason ; but that he stated the probability 
of a loan of one or two millions. Mr. 8heridan 
contended, that the right honorable gentleman had 
asserted that he would, by taxes, and regulations 

' of taxes, make the revenue equal to the expendi- 
ture, including the million surplus for the reduction 
of the public debt. He would not, .however, argue 
from memory, but refer to the internal evidence of the 

' report. The report stated what might be expected 
to be the amount of the annual income and expen- 
diture; also what mi^ht be expected to be the 
amount of the extraordinaries : not, indeed, of the 
army, the navy, or the ordnance, (these were be- 
neath the notice of the committee) out of the mis- 
cellaneous services. They had erred, however, in 
their calculations, as appeared by the event, to the 
amount of 600,000/. The report next stated the 
extraordinary means ; and on a comparison of the 
one with the other, concluded with this observa- 
tion : — Upon the whole, your committee conceive 
that the means of defraying the expenses exclusive 
of the average income above stated, may be ex- 
pected to be sufficient for the purpose." In consi- 
dering the extraordinary means, the committee had, 
moreover, adverted to a loan, although they had 
computed the extraordinary services, till die year 
1790/ at three millions, which, he contended, would 
amount to twelve ; and having adverted to it, bad 
stated their reasons for tbinkjng it would not be 
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necessary. It was/ therefore, obvious, that after 
haying had it in their contemplation, they bad laid 
aside the idea of a loan, when they stated the ex- 
traordinary receipt as equal to the extraordinary 
expenditure. Of these fancied resources, the crown 
lands and unclaimed dividends had produced no- 
thing. He did not mean to argue that they ou^ht 
to have been productive, but only, to blame the Mil- 
lacy of holding forth visionary ideas of revenue, 
and calculating on them as real. The concluding 
paragraph of the report went still farther:— ^it 
stated, that the then subsisting taxes, if the due 
collection could be enforced by means adequate to 
the purpose, would probably afford an ample provi- 
sion for any deficiencies which might at any time 
be found, either in the extraordinary resources, or in 
the particulars which compose the general income 
of the public; and would insure a permanent an- 
nual surplus, applicable to the reduction of the na- 
tional debt. There was not only provision for all 
extraordinary expenses and unforeseen deficiencies, 
but an exuberance of revenue ; after stating which, 
it was impossible that the committee could have 
held forth the idea of a loan, or that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, when he adopted the report 
throughout, could have said that a loan to any 
amount was probable. A loan, however, had ac- 
tually taken place, and iso far the calculation of the 
committee had failed. 

The committee had estimated the annual income, 
exclusive of the land and malt tax, at 12,794,4711. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had stated it, for 
the last year, and as what it was likely to amount to 
in future, at 13,007,6421. and had asked him, with 
an air of triumph, if he did not admit that the 
estimate of the committee had been, not only verii> 
fied, but exceeded ? — Had this been the fact ? the 
produce of the first year, after their calculation, 
had fallen 300,300L short of it. He was aware 
he should be told this had been an extraordinary 
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year, and that the cortoms had fallen short on ac<» 
count of the commercial treaty being* then in agita*^ 
tion. This was a fair argument with regard to that 
year: if it was improper for him to argue from 
a year particularly unfavorable, so was it for 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to calculate 
on any one year particularly favorable. The 
committee had turned their backs on an ave« 
rage of several years, which was the only true 
ground of estimate ; and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer rested hi« estimate on the produce of the 
last year. Rejecting an average, was the blunder 
of the committee ; and the Chancellor of the £xche« 
quer now copied their example. They calculated on 
another ; and both of them were favorable. If diey 
meant to take an average of two years only, the year 
preceding and the year following the commercial 
treaty, were the proper years ; because as much as 
the customs were injured by the expectation of it the 
one year, so much would they naturally be increased 
the year after it took place ; as every man who de** 
layed completing his stock of brandy or French 
wine, in the hope of importing at a reduced duty, 
would import so mudi the more as soon as the duty 
took place. The commercial treaty, however, had 
now its fiill operation on every branch of the re-* 
venue ; and if the average of the laist three years 
were taken, it would appear that the produce was 
about 30,000/. less than it had been calculated by the 
comioittee. The net produce of customs, excise, 
stamps, and incidents, from the 6th of January, 1786, 
to the 6th of January, 1787, was l»,3aQ,666/. ; 
fron 1787 to 1788, 12,028,134 J. ; from 1788 to 1789, 
13,007,6421. ; the average of which was l&,77a,4432. ; 
deficient, as he had stated, about 30,000/. ; and the 
same wotdd be the case, whether reckon^ fp<»n Ja-» 
nnary to January, or from April to ApriL Thki 
deficiency was not great, but it was not the whole 
deficiency. The committee calculated on the then 
wbttatiog taxes, and since that time, some open, and 
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much greater clandestine additions, had been made 
to them. By the amount of all these additions, 
added to 30,000/. did the revenue fall short of the 
calculation. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
openly laid taxes to the amount of 100,000/. in order 
to make up the surplus million ; and he had recourse 
to other taxes which he did not avow, but which, 
under the specious name of regulations, were as 
much levied on the subject, as if the same sums had 
been raised by new taxes under a new name. He 
did not disapprove of increasing the revenue ; but 
he disapproved of laying taxes any way but openly. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer might have rea* 
sons for acting otherwise. He knew that his word 
was pledged that no more taxes would be neces- 
sary. His credit was at stake ; and what he feared 
to do opetdy, and by its proper name, he chose to do 
clandestinely under a specious colour. Had he 
owned his mistake, and come fairly forward, the 
house and the public would have readily allowed^ 
that calculations of revenue were liable to error, and 
he would have lost no confidence ; but being once 
in a mistake he determined to persist; and whilst he 
professed to be making provisions against smugglers, 
was himself smuggling a tax under the wrapper of a 
regulation. 

Mr. Sheridan now proceeded to reckon up the 
amount of the tax upon wood imported, of the ad** 
ditional tax on paper, on the Scots distillery, licens- 
ing ale-<houses, and the -^consolidation act, which, 
being added to the resources calculated cm by the 
committee, ought to have produced, on an average, 
300,000/. above their estimate. There was, there*- 
fore, a defalcation of that sum on the produce of the 
permanent taxes. He next calculated the amount 
of the land and malt tax, which, although regulaiiy 
taken by the Chancellor of the Exchequer at 
2,750,000/., did not produce, on an average df tbrae 
yvars, more than 2,430,000/. The whole annual 
produce of all the taxes, including the land ajid malt 
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tax, on an averagfe of the last three years, was only 
l'5,203,000;., less by about 200,000/. then estimated 
by the committee ; and if to this were added the 
300,000/. arising from taxes, on which the com* 
mittee did not calculate, their estimate would appear 
to be erroneous by about 500,000/. And yet, this 
was not all ; the resource suggested by the com- 
mittee of increasing the revenue by securing^ the 
collection of taxes, had been applied to : and nad it 
succeeded? had it done what they prophesied it 
would do ? He held in his hand titles of bills for 
regulating taxes sufficient to make a long, although 
not a very entertaining pamphlet; so that either the 
calculations of the committee had been egregiously 
wrong, or the regulations had been good for nothing. 
The right honorable gentleman who had been chair* 
man of the committee, and was now to stand forth 
as the champion of the report, might say to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, " you have been new 
modelling this tax, and regulating the collection of 
it ; you have been tampering, tinkering, and ex- 
tending the excise laws ; but you have done me no 
good ; you have not added a shilling to my calcula* 
tion." Or the Chancellor of the Exchequer might 
say to his right honorable friend ; No ; that is not 
the case ; my regulations were all productive, and, 
but for them, your calculations would have been 
deficient more than a million." 

Some such contest there must be between the two 
right honorable gentlemen ; how they would settle 
it he could not tell. It was the uniform practice of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, not the effect of 
accident or necessity, but of system and choice, to 
bring forward his tax bills at a period of the session 
when he was sure they could not be attended to. 
If it arose from honest idleness there would be some 
excuse ; but it proceeded from design, and the end 
was obvious. In the middle of summer he knew 
many gentlemen would be withdrawn to attend their 
own affairs in the country, and of those who re- 
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mained in town few would be disposed U^ $it .a%dy 
discuss with liipi regulations of taxes*. This reyer- 
nue barge lay ssiiug in port during the stormy win- 
ter months; but, when summer had warmed the 
air and smoothed the tide, then she put forth, loaded: 
gunnel deep, secure that no rude blast or angry 
wave would overset and sink the precioai cargo, 
He^hipiself, on enquiring why the minister was so. 
indolent and dilatory in bringing forward public buf>r 
siness, had been told by a friend of his, that ''it 
was not indolence, he only waited till the gentlemen 
were gone into the country." Then it was that he 
enjoyed tlie cool and quiet pleasures of the treasury 
bench, and called the two secretaries, like two rival 
shepherds, to chaunt alternate strains on excise. He 
had objected a few days ago to one of his bills, on 
account of the discordant matter (cocoa nuts,, 
cockets, and tub boats) it contained ; and he had 
been told that hotch-potch bills were common, and 
saved the multiplication of acts of parliament. , The 
only reason which had originally given rise to such 
bills, was the jealousy of the country members of. 
keeping the committee of supply too long open.. 
Rather than do this, they had sometimes consented 
to such bills being brought in, as the lesser evil of the, 
two. But all the minister's revenue bills were 
hotch-potch bills ; for if they were not so when first 
brought in, they had so many things altered, 
amended, and added, before they went through, that 
the original bill was hardly to be traced. The bill, 
for instance, to which he had alluded, when it came 
into the house, was a very good tub-bottom bill ; but 
before it passed the committee, it li^d a false keel^ 
clapped on it, and became he knew not what. The 
rignt honorable gentleman was at as mueh pains to 
make laws so as to escape observation, as the smugg- 
lers were to elude the efficacy of his laws. The 
consequence'^ was, that they were generally so ina- 
dequate to their purpose, as to be. of no use ; or so. 
absurd and impracticable, that he was obliged to 
TOi*. II. a 



28« [jutY 10, 

mdtit during tlhe next ensuing' session to revise and 
amend Atm. The suspension of acts of parliament 
,by the lords of the treasury, m^hichhad been treated 
so lightly when he mentioned it before, Was a very 
filerions evil; for independently of the extent to 
;^hich the practice, once sanctioned by a sort of pre- 
scription, might be carried, it was a serious evil to 
teacH the people to distrust their representatives, to 
^consider the legislature as their tyrants and oppress- 
sors, and to look up for every act of grace or favour 
.from the crown. If bills were to be passed without 
proper examination, it was better to add a sweeping 
clause, <* that whereas this bill may prove to be im- 
practicable or absurd, be it enacted, that the lords 
of the treasury have power to suspend the operation 
of the same." The resource to be derived from re- 
gulating taxes had been applied to, and without it, 
the committee would have been completely put f& 
shame. With regard to how far arts and manttfac* 
tnveH had been injured, or trade impeded, by the 
severitfy of these regulations, he should not then 
enquire. 

Mr. Sheridan next entered upon an investigation 
of the expenditure; and there, he said, it might have 
been expected that the most Valuable of all re- 
sources, the resouroe arising from economy, wovdd 
have been tried. Instead of that, in proportion as' 
the Revenue did not rise to its supposed standard, 
the nlinister had gone on with progressive prodi- 
gtility, increasing the expense. He proceeded in 
flie same way he had done with the revenue, to take 
an average of the experidittire for thfe thre^ last 
j^ears, making 15,980,000/. a year. Of the various 
articlcEl composing this sum thfe only one in v^hich a 
reduction appear^ probable, ^as that of miscella- 
neous services. This, on the same average, was 
049,0001 a year. Did it seem likely that it would 
-ever fall «)10W as 74,000?., the snm it w^is stated at 
by the committee?— Mr. Sheridan recapitulated tlie 
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various items which composed this article, com- 
menting on eacbi and asking which of them was 
likely to be less for several years to come ? Would 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer say, that, consider- 
ing the number of the royal family, that some of 
them must have separate establishments, and some 
of them might be disposed of in marriage, 200,000/. 
would be sufficient to make good the deficiencies 
of the civil list for the next five years ? — ^Were the 
claims of the American loyalists liquidated? — Was 
the expense of Botany Bay at an end? — Had tihe 
Duke of Richmond no more powder-mills to buy, 
or walls or forts to build? — ^Would the salary to 
the secretary to the commissioners for reducing the 
national debt cease? — Was Carlton Hous6 yet 
finished ?— These, with a few others equally per- 
manent, were heads that made the miscellaneous 
services aibouiit on an'aVefage to the suni which he 
had stated; and could it be imaigined that they 
would ever be reduced td 74,000ir, ? It was also to 
be observed, tha£ of the three yeats on which h*' 
had ealciitati^d tll^ whole public expenditure, the 
second exceeded the first, and the third the second* 
But this wais not all ; the navy bills, after every 
{profession that they shoilld never be sufiered ttf ex- 
ceed the sum stated by the committee, as the proba- 
ble fixed amouht 6f the Abating navy debt, w&tk 
encreased' 600,000?., aind 1,400,000/1 of them v^ere 
nbw bearing interest. If, to the average exp/ehdi- 
ture before stated was added one-third of this ih- 
cirease of tlbe navy debt, and the sum issued t6 the 
comtnissiohers for the reduction of the public debt, 
the \^hole annual expenditure would amount to 
17,144000?., exee^dingf the average income by 
nioi^e thacl 1 ,940,600/. Sueh wai^ oiir present situa- 
ti6nl The' e^piniie of tHe' current year was sbme- 
thihgabbVe thiii estimsite, and the nestt collld no^ be 
expected to be much less*. If, therefore, ^e vfere to 
start on a level, we must first sweep off all the niis- 
cellaueous sehricek abo^e 74,000f. a year, which 

a2 
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could not be done for less than two millions; so 
that, in addition to the two millions deficiency of 
the revenue, as before stated, two millions more, 
must be added, to bring the miscellaneous services: 
to the estimated peace establishment. The exceed- 
ings of ther navy had been stated by the committee : 
at from 2,000,000/. to 2,800,000/. Comparing this 
with Sir Charles Middleton's account, it would ap- 
pear to be erroneous; but taking it as stated by the. 
committee, with the 600,000/. actual addition to the 
navy debt, in three years it would be 1,880,000/., 
and the amount of the whole, in five years, 9,400,000/* 
Add to this the two millions before mentioned, as, 
necessary to reduce the miscellaneous services to 
the estimated peace establishment, and the whole 
would be very little less than twelve millions, ex- 
pended in five years, more than the annual income.- 
Having cleared away this, or provided taxes to pay . 
the interest, we must then either raise our income, 
or reduce our expense 1,800,000/. a year, before we, 
could be in the situation to which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer boasted that he had brought us. 

Upon this occasion it seemed extremely natural ^ 
to enquire how we had supplied so great a deficiency, 
and paid off three millions of the funded debt ? The 
committee had calculated on outstanding debts, 
and there was on the table a paper very inaccu- ^ 
rately made out, containing an account of these, to . 
the amount of 1,500,000/., deducting the profits of 
the lottery, which ought not to be included in it. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had taken credit 
three times for a debt due by the East India Com- . 

Eany. The company, indeed, disputed the debt, 
ut the right honorable and learned gentleman near 
the minister (Mr. Dundas) had truly said, let us get 
the money from them, and see how they can get it 
back again. This was an irresistible argument, 
and on the strength of it 300,000/. had, after much , 
wrangling, been obtained from the company, under 
promise of repayment, if it. should hereafter appear 
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not to have beeti due. If it was a 4ebt, in heaven^s 
'name let it be paid ; but if it was not, and the coitf- 
pany advanced it only as a favour, it must be repaid 
with interest some time or other, and the favours of 
the company generally cost the public, at least, toN 
lerably dear. The Directors had drawn up a state 
-of the claim to be sent out to their servants in 
India; but as it was necessary that it should pass 
through the hands of the Board of Control, that 
board had altered it, and obliged the directors to 
•send out not their own state of their case, but the 
minister's. After all, the claim was not yet finally 
admitted, and there were great doubts whether it 
would be or not. When he found the company 
borrowing of the public under the sanction of the 
minister, and the minister borrowing again of the 
company, he could not help considering it as a plea- 
sant sort of reciprocity between the two parties, in 
which the one said to the other, " I will find you 
credit, and do you find me money." It was surely 
not going too far to say, that a minister must have 
been extraordinarily pushed for money, wheti he 
had recourse to such extraordinary means of sup- 
ply. To the resource of outstanding debts must be 
added the profits of the lottery, which ought never 
to be considered as a source of permanent revenue ; 
for, it was certain, that however the revenue might 
be benefitted by it, the people were sure to lose both 
in their morals and their industry ; what was lost 
by the people, was, in fact, lost by the public; and 
so pernicious a mode of raising money ought never 
to be resorted to but in cases of great necessity. 
But both these amounting to 3,079,812/., not being 
half the exceedings, he came to his third proposi- 
tion, that we had made no progresjs in the reduction 
:of the public debt, but that in fact we had borrowed 
as much as we had pai^. 

It was during the year 1785 that an extraordinary 
million of exchequer bills had been voted, jiot for 
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the carrent serviqes ,ci the year, hot to ansyrer nnj 
noforeseen demands which might occur. Tm 
probability was, that they would npt be wanted i if 
not WfiBted they were not to be issued ; and were 
|>ositiTe)y to make no permanent addition to the 
public debt. When the Chancellor of the £xche- 
.qner conceiTed the plan of establishing a new sink* 
ing fund for the reduction of the public debt, he 
found it convenient to make use of these bills, and 
.900,000/. of tbcjm were ftctpally issued after the 22d 
of February, 1786, as appeared by the aqcount. 
Would he have done this if ;he had not had in con- 
templation the commencement of his operation to 
reduce the debt ? Had he not done this he would 
have been deficient to the amount of these bills; so 
that, in truth and in fact, he as much paid off the first 
annus^l payment of the de^bt with these bills, as if he 
^ad carried them in his hand to the Stock Exchange; 
and the only effect of the operation was to change one 
sort of debt to another, at a trifling expense to the 
public. On this account, however, he should only 
take 750,000/., the suqi actually issujed to tilie x^oni* 
inissipn^rs for reducing^ the public debt in 3786. 
By anticipating the sinking fund a quarter in 179($, 
a^d takings credit for four quarters next year iiistead 
of three (as had been formerly done on similar ocoiu 
^sions) the minister got 6%S,000/., ^hich would ap" 
.pear on winding up the accounts to any given period 
to be as much debt as if the money had jt^n actually 
b<»Towed« The conunittee had fiitated the narvy 
debt at 1^712,499/., but added, thatlrom the d^lay 
i^ calling for payment of maipy of the charges of 
which it wa9 copiposedt ft lioating arrear to that 
jB^ount mi^t generally be ^^pect^d to sobsist; 
and as it neither bore intereist JXQV would requi^ to 
be f^nde4, it could mt occasion any additional 
charge to the public. Thi? might havo aeenusd a 
plo4ge to the. pvbMc, tthat no part pf t^is sum wae to 
jQp^e ff^ fof ti» piit^lic Aebt It appeared^ Aow* 



/mar, tbat 4^,000/. bad been added to ih^ eimfeiili 
aud tiiat 1,400,000;. of it now bore iaterest, una wi# 
cpnsequenUy in operation, and in subatance an |i4-^ 
diti^n to the pablic debt. To this rainous .expe* 
dient of paying interest on sunfunded debt, whidi. 
had be^o so pointedly reprobated in His Majesty's 
speech, had the very minisAer who advised that 
^ech thought proper to resort. He woald, how* 
evc^r, fioi 900,000/. of this som out of the questiooi 
although he realiy felt that be was hardly justifiable 
in doing it, and take only the addition to the capital 
mth the interest, making together 600,000/. On the 
next article, the tontine, there would be no dispute* 
By this expedient, it was very ffeneralljf believed^ 
that the jnlRLsier had made no addition to the capi-* 
ta| of the public debt. The point (he understood) 
had been gravely debated in various t^ces, audit 
yfw^ pronounced to be no addition. Jrjeople» to hi9 
sure^did not know very weH what to mak^ of it. Ill 
was not a loan, it was not an annuity, but it was ^ 
•opt of anodyne, an expedient for borroiving mcmey 
without running in debt, which they did not icampre*' 
bend. Keeping in m'md^ however, what'arigl^ 
honorable Iriend of his (Mr* Fox) had trujy statedf 
Uie publiiC :ow)ed no dd^t, as it could ^not be called 
upon topav the principal, but annuities to a certain 
^Wiount; the tontme was as vmck an addition ta 
the aggregate of the Mnnitiies to be paid by tim 
public, w wo^d have been made by any oUier $p^ 
eies of ioian* It was Irue it would extinguish ItwU? 
Ui time ; wd be did not blame the minister for hay- 
i»g entemd iolx^ a contrauct of finance with death* n^ 
W9fi i/tmuch to his purpose to argue wheth^ it wa$ a 
hitter M a worse mode of raising moiofiy than any 
cMber ; imt k^^ 4id not give him credit for any very 
^9f^r»Mii m adopting it. 

It was provided in tisie surplus bill, that, in aU 
eaa» of a loan in the usual way, the cjpmnoaasicmers 
$9t HivmBg Ahe debt should have preference as 
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€iub9criber9. If the minister had made his bargain 
ifilhe usual way, he knew the commissioners would 
haVe subscribed the whole; and he would have 
rfeceived from them with one h^nd, what he paid 
them with the other, deducting only the expense of 
brokerage 3 which would have put the absurdity of 
pretending to reduce the public debt, whilst he was 
adding to it in the same proportion, in too glaring 
a point of view to escape public notice and deridion. 
The point was plain enough as it was; but it did 
not strike the observation of the multitude. The 
amount of this, with a botius of one quarter, instead 
of a gain to the public of three quarters per cent, 
as the right honorable gentleman had originally 
stated his bargain, was 1,002,500/. The short an- 
nuities granted to raise 200,000/. to make good the 
like sum issued from the civil list for the secret 
services were charged on the consolidated fund ; 
and, in that respect, were an addition to -the debt« 
But it was contended, that the money would be 
repaid by instalments in eighteen years, having 
been lent to the province of Zealatid. 'Whoever 
considered the new situation in which we stood- with 
regard to continental affairs (an advantageous si- 
tuation he admitted) would incline to think that, 
in the course of eighteen years, we ' were much 
Ihbre' likely to advance double the sum on a similar 
liccoUtit. But granting that it would be rejJtfid, 
provision ought to have beeii made for applying the 
instalments, as they were received, to the payment 
of the annuities/ instead of leaving them open to 
be diverted to other purposes by the influendef' of 
the present or any future minister. The principle 
of the surplus bill was, that parliament would not 
trust themselves, and the sanle principle ought to 
have been applied here. This house, he trusted^ 
would therefore give him credit for candor, in not 
tbking this. sntn also into the accounts. Th€i reraU 
then: -was, that since the yeair 1786 we had paid'ctf 
the funded' debt three millions; and that we had 
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borrowed, by exchequer bills, 750,000?, ; by antici^ 
pation of the isinkin^ fund, one quarter, 628,000/. j 
by increase of navy debt, 600,000/. ; by a tontine, 
1,002,500/. ; making together about as much as the 
sitm paid off. If the 900,000/. navy bills bearing 
interest, which he bad omitted, were added, the sum 
borrowed would exceed the sum paid by almost a* 
million ; and if the interest of the debt contracted 
were compared with that of the debt paid, it would 
exceed it in the same proportion. Such was our 
present situation, and such was our prospect for the 
year 1 790, when we had been told that every thing 
ivas'to be reduced to a firm establishment. 

Mr Sheridan declared, that he did not blame the 
industry of the minister in endeavorinj^ to pay off. 
the public debt; but it was his principle that.be 
blamed. The principle on which he acted was, 
that whenever the public wanb; money, you are to 
break down every barrier of the constitution, every 
fence of private liberty — to extend the excise laws 
T— and deprive men of their most valuable privi- 
leges — that of trial by jury, in order to obtain it. 
He, on the other hana, maintained that because 
money was necessary for public service, it ought to 
be obtained by the most delicate means. The 
public debt he thought the heaviest buiden on the 
constitution; for, he considered every hundred 
pcMinds of it: as a perpetual mortgage in the hands 
of the crown, capable of being perverted to the 
miost corrupt purposes of influence or oppression ; 
and therefore he would sacrifice much to relieved 
froih it. If to open private dwelling-houses to the 
rude intrusion of a ruffian excise office — if to de- 
prive men of trial by jury, were matters of- indiffe- 
rence to liim; yet his regard for trade, the great 
source Bf revenue, would deter him from having 
recourse to such methods of increasing it. When 
we talked of the trade of this country, and the in- 
exhaustible resources which it affordea, as the great 
props of our greatness, we mistook the. effecjt for 
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tha cause. To our constitotion, and the manly 
^confidence of every man in the success of his own 
indurtry and exertions, which it inspired, were we 
indebted for our trade, and not to our trade for our 
constitution. To attempt to increase the revenue^ 
by injuring the constitution, was like takin^f from 
the foundation to mend the roof, — like digging up 
the roots of a tree for use, instead of lopping the 
boue'hs. Having said thus much on his propositions, 
he would only beg to be heard in explanation, at 
. the close of th^ arguments which were to be urged 
against them. He should move no resolutions on 
the papers before the house, but propose to refer 
them to a select committee of independent mem** 
bers, who were neither in office, nor candidates for 
being in office. He meant no reflection on the 
former committee ; but, he could not think it cre- 
ditable to the minister to have his statement of the 
i^nances examined and approved by a committee of 
his own friends. No eloquence was reouired in a 
maitter of plain calculation, as figures dia not want 
to be sot to music. The matter mifi^ht now be 
decided by fair arbitration between htm and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and a committee of 
Ae whole house, in 1763, had i^reed to itekr tiie 
public accounts to just such a select committee as 
fie proposed. Such gentlemen as were satisfied 
that there was an annual sniplus of a million, after 
paying all ordinary and extraordinary expenses^ 
such geUitlemen as had heard the Chancellor of the 
fixchequer declare that there would be no necessity 
*fw a future loan^ might go into Ihe country and tdS 
their constituents with confidence that the finanqes 
were in a prosperous state, ^nd that further taxef 
were not to be dreaded. Those who had not re^ 
.'ceived Ihis satisfaction, would neUher discbai^e 
what they o:wed to their own character^-— to their 
country*— or their constituents, if thev did not vote 
for a complete investigation, late in the season agit 
. was: He- should venture to propose the namai of 
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£fteeii gentleiaen, such as he had described ; none 
of whom he had consulted; but who, he was fully 
persuaded, would all be ready to bestow a little of 
their time — s^nd but a little would be necessary, oa 
so important an inquiry. Of the fifteen, eig>bt were 
gentlemen who usually voted with the minister; and 
by their decision, in all that he had stated, he was 
ready to abide. If the Chanqellor of the fix- 
chequer declined meeting him on such fair ground, 
the public would readily assign the motive. 

A motion was now made by Mr. Sheridan, 
*^ That a committee be appointed to inquire Jnto 
tthe state of the public income and expenditure ; the 
progricss actually made in the reduction of the 
national debt since the year J 786; and into the 
grounds on which a reduction of the same may b^ 
expected in future ; and to report the same, with 
their observations thereon, to the house ; and that 
Ihe said committee do consist of Henry Bankes, 
JEsq. ; Daniel Parker Coke, Esq. ; George Demp- 
ster, Esq. J William Drake, jun. Esq. ; William 
Hussey, Esq.; Sir William Lemon, Bart.i^ James 
Lowther, Esq. ; James Martin, Esq. ; Mr. Alder- 
man Newi>ham ; Edward Phelips, Esq. ; Charles 
Anderson Pelham, Esq. ; Thomas Stanley, Esq. ; 
Sir George Augustus William Shuckburgh, Bart. ; 
Mr. Alderman Watson, and the Earl of Wycombe.'* 

Jf^fr, Pitt a^st€ere4» that there was mt a fritnd to tftfi Jiiertft$ qf 
this country who did not join in the sentiments with which the rigbf 
'hmardble gentleman had closed his speech. The sort of maffLner^ 
hmoeveri in whkhsome honorable gentlemen had cMhed their arsu^ 
meniSt loofced as ^ t^ey prere over soj^gume in their opinion of thew ^ 
f^ects^ aia^jearid that they would prove si^cessfuL The right hfh- 
nordble gentleman (he observed) had been tuteh/ much conversant if 
criminal prosecutions ; end, therefore, he asked him, whether he had 
ma with any t^g which induced him to be of opinion, that because 
J^ %inqx>ed fsfr q, cmmittep there was nothing more needftU i\an far 
any ^f to rise up, and boldly to make some taunting chaygeSf 
mixed with much invective against any given statements. Mr. Pfff 
contended that all the leading fads were ascertained; and thai the 
differences -betsveen them were reduced within so narrow a compaes 
that the house, with the Speaker in the chair, wfi^tK fy^y m^ to 
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tkcide them that night as a committee could possibly he at any other 
time. He then uoent through the detail of the various articles of 
revenue, expenditure, and debt, reasoning against the various argu- 
ments which had been urged by Mr. Sheridan and Mr, Fox, as he 
proceeded, and endeavoring to confirm those of Mr, GrenvUle, Mr, 
Pitt concluded. with repeating that there was no question between 
them that might not be decided without a committee. Ml as well as 
with one ; no language, therefore, that could be used, nor any de- 
fiance should induce him to consent to the appointment of such, a 
committee, notwithstanding that he ^was ready to admit that the 
names proposed by the lumorabU gentleman were perfectly tmer* 
ceptionable, and many of them persons for whom he entertained a 
very sincere respect, 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he did really believe 
that no language, nor any defiance which words 
could convey, would induce the right honorable 
gentleman to put himself into a situation in which 
he might have been detected, and in which the 
public might see that those secured themselves from 
inquiry who wished to avoid detection. The right 
honorable gentleman had not removed one suspi- 
cion, nor in the least cleared the matter.from doubt. 
Mr. Sheridan contended that the right honorable 
gentleman had not contradicted even one of his 
assertions. What he had advanced, both with re- 
gard to the revenue and the establishment, he had 
tacitly acknowledged. With respect to his having 
stated the present million to be obtained by the 
tontine, as being yet to be applied, he was ready to 
admit it, if the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) would assure him that another loan would not 
be required next year. This was what he knew the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) would not. 
;He could not pledge himself to any such promise; 
for he knew too well that he must borrow another 
million next year, in order to apply it to the dis* 
charge of a million of the unfunded debt. With 
regard to the million issued of exchequer bills, what 
was this but borrowing a million of unfunded debt, 
to discharge a million of funded debt? This was 
borrowing with one hand to pay with the other. 
Mr. Steek.fiext addressed the house^ - 
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Mr; Sheridan answered, that it would have been a' 
serious charge, indeed, if the honorable gentleman's 
statement of his having avoided to move for the pro- 
per accounts of the revenue had been true. He. 
wished to know on what this accusation was founded. 
He had moved for separate accounts of the cus«- 
toms^ excise, stamps, and incidents. Added to this, 
he haJ moved for the amount of the duties collected 
on land and malt. He knew not what other papers 
he could move for to obtain, an exact state of the^ 
revenue. If these papers were not sufficient, he* 
was the more sorry for the disappointment; for he 
wished to give the right honorable gentleman (Mr. , 
Pitt) every credit of riesource. With respect to 
what the honorable gentleman (Mr. Steele) had 
recommended as a mode of settling the dispute, he 
could not agree. to its propriety. He had recom- 
mended them to refer to the ways and means and 
expenditure for the last three years, as a mode of 
ascertaining whether the latter exceeded the former 
or not ; — for, says he, there you will find, that the ' 
expenditure was provided for by the ways and 
means. And on this he founds his argument-^that. 
the resources must be equal to the expenditure of • 
the country for the last three years. Surely this 
was an evident fallacy ; — for, although a sum of . 
money mi^ht be proved to have been paid, yet it 
did not shew what part of that sum might have 
been borrowed for the purpose : he could not, there- 
fore,' agree to the adoption of this conduct. The^ 
only mode by which the truth could be ascertained,, 
must be by a committee, as being composed of 
gentlemen of independent principles, who would 
certainly make a report that would lay before the 
house and the country an actual state of the income 
and establishment. With this before the house, the 
nation would then be apprised of the means which , 
it had to meet its exigencies; but at present no. 
such confidence could exist. When ^between two. 
suad three millions were added to the unfunded debt, 
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in order to pay off three mUIions of that national 
bilrden, the peojde must withdraw their confidence 
when they found themselves the clupes of such an 
ermpty delusioD. For these reasons, he again urged 
the necessity of voting* a select committee for ex- 
amining the state of our revenue and expenditure, 
8in<:;e the measure of appropriating m million to the 
annual discharge of the national debt ; and, at the 
same tirne^ to examine into the probability of our 
income being equal to aflSord such a surplus in future 
years. 

Tht questwn una at length adkd/ar, and negatived wiihaut a 



July 15. 

TOBACCO REGULATION BILL« 

7%e report CQUcerning thie bill being brought up^ and several 
amendments read and agreed tOj Sir Watkin Lewis observed, 
that agreeably to his former notice^ he should now beg leave to 
introduce a clause to give the persons aggrieved by the determi^ 
nation of the commissioners of the excise^ or justices^ the right 
of atrial by jury ; which wmld, in a great measure, do meay 
the odium attached to the excise laws. 

Mr. StitBRiDAN observed that, altfhough too well* 
* assured that every effort to procure relief M'^ould fail 
of its desired succ^ss^ he could not avoid advising' 
gentlemen to take cfke of b^ing seduced into the 
idea of the trial by jury b^ing ever suffered to pre- 
vail in cases of excise, by the gentlemen on the 
oiher^ sidle of the houis^. Oiie honorable gentUnikn 
(M. Beaufoy) over the way, talked, of tne excise' 
la'ws taking place in the reign of ChaHes II. A 
lida^ned and hbtiorable gentleniaU (The Attbrney-Oe- 
neral) had Said, if they intriidaced the trial by jurVi 
it Would be an irftiovatioii ; nbw, die fact was, the 
iekcis^ laws were ah ibtiovattoh oiithW cbhstitiitioh, 
rfhd every exj;enii6n of them' wais an sidditioifal in- 
itlyvatibhV But th^ light in wMch gentlfemen dif-' 
fi^fefatiy \plit(^ff it WSs very carious'j ev^ry pM-sdh 
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foand diat it MPould be a desirable point to have a 
trial by jury ; but, one said, " Let us not tamper 
with the existing revenue; wait a while, till the 
excise is more extended^ and then we will have a 
general bill." Another had said before, " If it- 
was a general case, there would be no objection to 
try the experiment 3^' and so between the two oppo* 
sition reasons, there was no hope of ever obtaining 
the relief desired. Mr. Sheridan mentioned the case 
of one Corcnno, a manufacturer established in> * 
Prussia, whose secrets in his trade the government :. 
wished to discover ; and, for that purpose, were 
preparing to subject him to regulations like those 
of excise. The consequence was, that he instantly 
removed, established his manufactory near Amster- 
dam, and the court of Bei*lin in vain endeavored 
to prevail on him to bring his manufacture back to 
Prussia. Mr. Sheridan laid considerable stress on 
the disdosure of the mysteries of snuff-making; 
which, he contended, were still, under^ the bill, 
exposed to the discovery of the excise officers. As 
a proof of the value of the secret of mixings he 
stated, that Brazil snuff, which cost but sixpence 
a pound originally, by the flavor given it in mix- 
ing, sold for ten shillings a pound. 

The question being put^ the house divided ; ayes 16 ; noes 
65. — The Speaker next put the question for the bill being en^ 
grossed. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that no person on that side of 
the house had made the smallest objection to the 
bill, till after the trade and the city ot London had 
petitioned against it; when they had imagined that ' 
the sentinients of so respectable a body, expressed 
in the most marked manner that ever had, perhaps^^ 
distino^ished opposition to any bill of commercial: 
regulation, would have experienced that degree of 
respect and attention which had been formerly the 
constant and uniform consequence of petitions from 
the city ag^aiiist bills of that description ; but, in 
the present case, the petitioners had been paid not 
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the leaist attention to. He could have wished that' 
the two honorable gentlemen behind him, who spoke 
last, had contented themselves with making their 
opposition to the bill in the manner they thought 
best, without obliquely conveying reflections. on the 
conduct of other gentlemen who had acted dif- 
ferently. He had attended to the bill in all its 
stages, and listened to all the evidence ; and perhaps 
he should giVe the honorable gentlemen but little 
information, when he informed them, that the most 
proper time for opposing the principle of a bill, was 
on the second reading ; the tinie for opposing it in 
detail was in the committee ; the time of opposing 
both principle and detail was on the report; and 
that the opposition of the report was the feeblest of 
all opposition, except to the third reading. 

Mr. Samuel Smith begged leaoe to assure the honorable genu 
tieman who spoke lasty that he had totally misinterpreted his 
meaning, 

Mr, Smith was told from the Chair ^ that he might speak in 
explanation^ when the honorable gentleman sat down^ but could 
not interrupt him^ unless he spoke to order, 

Mr. Smith said^ he spoke to order j and mas proceeding to an* 
smer Mr, Sheridan^ when he was again called to order, 

Mr. Sheridan continuing, renftirked that he should 
be sorry to misinterpret any gentleman's arguments. 
He was not aware when the two honorable mem^ 
bers had their instructions from Worcester; but 
they certainly would not have shewn their zeal less 
if they had opposed the bill more in the committee. 
They, perhaps, confounded the principle of legi- 
slature and that of manufacturing tobacco, and 
thought it wrong to enter the house, during the 
process of .manufacturing the clauses, and mixing 
the provisions, and measuring the ingredients, in 
like manner as they would have the excise officer 
avoid entering the room when the process of the 
manufacture of tobacco or snuff, and the mixing of 
materials was going on. This was a very good 
rule in making tobacco, but not in making a law. 
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Mr, Smith declared thai he had, frofn the heiinming^ apposed - 
the bill ; thai he had troubled the house^ perhaps^ too often, in 
ever^ stage of it^ and meani^ what he had said before, as an 
apology for that conduct; that he had thought it more manly 
ta do so J instead of waiting to feel the pulse of the house first ' 
upon the subject. 

The house divided; ayes 70; noes iO. 



Fbbruaey 9, 1790. 
ABMY ESTIMATES.— FRENCH REVOLUTION. , 

T%e sessions was opened on the 2\st of January, and on the 6th of 
FAmery the army estimates were brought forward. — They were 
nearly the same with those of the preceding year, and were not voted 
without some objections from the side of opposition, tt was observed . 
by Sir Grey Cooper, Mr, Marsham, ana Mr, Fox, that eight years 
of peace had elapsed, and that the military estimates were not yet 
reduced, even to the peace establishment of 1775, though the com- 
mittee of finance, which sat in the year 17B6, had presumed upon a 
still greater reduction. That there was nothing in the actual situa- 
tion ofqffmrs that called for this extraordinary military force; but, 
on the contrary,^that His Mqfesty had assured them of the pacific 
di^osition of all the foreign powers ; that our ancient rival and 
enemy, fiance, in consequence of her internal disturbances, would 
probably be disabled from giving us any molestation for a long course . 
of years ; and, lastly, that the alliances we had made, and the suXh 
siaiary treaties we had entered into on the continent, inasmuch as 
they muUMied the chances of our being involved in war were pro* 
pcrtionabty mischievous^ if they did not enable us to reduce our 
expenses in time of peace. To these arguments it was answered in 
general by Mr. (xrenville and Mr. Pitt^ that though there was no 
reason at present to apprehend that we should be eng<^d in hosti" 
UtsHes with any foreign power^ yet, the unsettled state of Europe^ 
and the internal situation of several parts of it, made it necessary 
for us to keep ourselves in such a state as might enable us to act with 
vigor and ^ect, if occasion should require. That it was a prepos-' 
terous economy to tempt an attack by our weakness, and for a mi* 
eerable present saving to hasusrd a great future expense. That ourfo^ 
reign aUiaswes, which had been approved of by all parties as necessary 
for the preservation of the balance of power in Europe, upon which 
^.permanence of its tranquillity depended, could only be rendered 
^tctudlfor that purpose by our being able to support them with an 
adequaie force. Ana, lastly, that it would be found, upon an exam- 
nation of the detail of all our military establishments, that they could 
not, ujith common prudence, be reduced to a narrower scale. In the 
course of the debate, Mr. Fox remarked, that the qonduct of the 
^Pireneh soldiers during the late commotions^ tended greatly to re* 

VOL. n. B 
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nmi one ofike^etiom which he had dways mttrtmned agamri 
skmdmg armies. — That army^ hy refuame to obey the dktatee of 
the comi, had set a gloriom example to M the military ef Europe^ 
and had ehenm that mm, by becoming soldiera, did not eeate to ho 
cOiuHe. This remark did not pass without ammadvenwn at the 
time it toae made. On the 9th of February, when the mUUairy eeti^ 
mates were reported from the committee a further debate took place, 
in which Mr. Fox having again let fall some expressions of applause 
of the flench Revolution, Mr. Burke rose, and after a few observa- 
tions upon the general state of Europe, as it effected the question of 
increasing or diminishing the military force of Great Britain, he 
adverted in a more particular manner to the situation of France, and 
opposed the principles Utid down by Mr. Fox. 

Mr. Shskidan declared, that he rose with the 
greatest regret ; but that the very reasons which his 
right honorable friend (Mr. Burke) had given for 
the sentiments which he had that day uttered, 

1 namely, an apprehension of being supposed to ac« 
quiesce in the opinions of those for whom he enter* 

. tained the highest regard, and with whom he had 
uniformly acted, operated also on his mind, and 
made him feel it a duty to declare, that he differed 
decidedly from that right honorable gentleman in 
almost every word that he had uttered respecting 
the French Revolution. Mr. Sheridan added some 
warm compliments to Mr. Burke's general prin* 
ciples ; but said that he could not conceive how it 
was possible for a person of such principles, or for 
any man who valued our own constitution, and re- 
vered the Revolution that obtained it for us, to unite 
with such feelingps an indignant and unqualified ab« 
horrence of all the proceedings of the patriotic party 
in France. 

He cmiceived their's to be as just a Revoluticm a» 
ours, proceedings upon as souna a principle and a 
greater provocation. He vehemently defended the 

feaeral views and conduct of the National Assembly. 
le could not even understand what was meant by 
the charge against them of having overturned the 
laws, the justice, and the revenues of their country. 
Wh^t were their laws? The arbitrary mandates 
of capticioua despotism. What their justice ? The 
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partial adjudications of venal magistrates. What 
their revenues? National bankruptcy. This he 
thought the fundamental error of the right honor<^ 
able gentleman's argument, that he accused the 
National Assembly of creating the evils, which they 
had found existing in full deformity at the first hour ^ 
of their meeting. The public creditor had been de- 
frauded ; the manufacturer was out of employ ; 
trade was languishing ; famine clang upon tne 
poor ; despair on all. In this si|iaation, the wisdom 
and feelings of the nation were appealed to by the 
government; and was it to be wondered at by 
Englighmeih that a people, so circumstanced, should 
search for the cause and source of all their cala- 
mities ; or that they should find them in the arbitrary 
constitution of their government, and in the prodigal 
and corrupt administration of their revenues ? For 
such an evil, when proved, what remedy could be 
resorted to, but a radical amendment of the frame 
and fabric of the constitution itself. This change 
was not the object and wish of the National As- 
sembly only, it was the claim and cry of all France, 
unitea as one man for one purpose. He joined 
ivith Mr. Burke in abhorring the cruelties that had 
been committed ; but what was the striking lesson, 
the awful moral that was to be gathered from the 
outrages of the populace? What, but a superior 
abhorrence of t^t accursed system of despotic go- 
vernment, whicli had so deformed and corrupted 
human nature, as to make its subjects capable ef 
such acts ; a government that sets at naught the 
property, the liberty, and lives of the subjects ; a 
government that deals in extortion, dungeons, and 
tortures ; sets an example of depravity to the slaves 
it rules over ; and, if a day of power comes to the 
wretched populace, it ic^ not to be wondered at, how- 
ever it is to be regretted, that they act without those 
feelings of justice and bimaitityy which tho prin- 
ciples and the practice of their governors h^ve 
stripped them of» At the saaie time^ if there were 

b9 
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any persons, who, for the purposes of their own pri- 
vate and personal ambition, had instigated those 
outrages, they, whatever their rank, birth, or for^ 
tune, deserved the execration of mankind. Justice, 
however, required, that no credit should be given to 
mere rumors on such a subject. 

But whatever these outragers were, or whoever 
caused them, was the National Assembly in any re- 
spect responsible ? The National Assembly, who, 
in all cases, had interfered with zeal and alacrity for 
the maintenance of order and just informa,{ion— 
what action of theirs autliorized the appellation of 
a bloody f ferocious^ and tyrannical democracy ? — 
Language, like this, had been too prevalent in 
some of the ministerial prints, and he had always 
seen it with regret; for^ to traduce the National 
Assembly, was, in his mind, to libel the whole 
French nation : whatever was great or good in 
France, must be looked for there, or no where. 

Mr. Sheridan next attacked Mr. Burke's decla- 
ration, that the French might have received a good 
constitution fr6m their monarch. What ! . was it pre- 
paring for them in the camp of Marshal Broglio ? or 
were they to search for it in the ruins of the Bastile ? 
He avowed a most eager and sanguine hope that the 
despotism of^ France should never he restored. He 
avowed this, not only as a friend to the general 
rights of mankind, but as a politician, speaking only 
for the advantage of his country. He was con- 
vinced, that it was for the interest of Oreat Britain, 
that the despotism of France should be destroyed. 
Whoever looked into our history, would come at 
once to the opinion, that the greater part of the 
expense of blood and treasure of this nation had 
been owing to' the circumstance of France being a 
despotic government i and,being a despotic govern- 
ment, being what all despotisms ever had been, a 
government of unprincipled ambition, and without 
faith or Justice in its dealings with oth» nations. 
iiCt France amendlier constitution, she may become 
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more powerful in her permanent resources, but she 
certainly will be a jnster, worthier, and more peace* 
able nation, and more likelv to act towards us, as 
we do now towards her. The French were natu- 
rally a brave and generous people ; their vice had 
been their government. In hoping, however, that 
that government might be radically amended, he 
could not be thought to approve of wanton perse- 
cution of the nobility, or any insult to royalty : it 
was consistent with the spirit of the most perfect 
constitution, that the monarch should retain alt the 
powers, dignities, and prerogatives becoming the 
first magistrate of so great a country. 

Mr. Sheridan went into other parts of the discus- 
sion respecting the French revolution, and paid high 
compliments to the Marquis de la Fayette, Monsieur 
Baily, and others of the French patriots ; and con- 
cluded with expressing his regret that so many 
friends of the minister had held sentiments appa- 
rently contrary; and above all, thjit bis right honor-^ 
able friend should have suffered his humanity, how- 
ever justly appealed to, to have biassed his judgment 
on so great a question. 

Mr. Sheridan concluded, with expressing a furr 
ther difference with Mr. Burke, with respect to ou- 
own revolution of 1688. He had never been accus- f 
tomed to consider that transaction, as merely the; 
removal of one man, and the substitution of another, | 
but as the glorious sera that gave real and efficient ! 
freedom to this country, and established, on a per- j 
manent basis, those sacred principles of govern- i j 
ment, and reverence for the rights of men, w4iich 
he, for one, could not value here, without wishing to i 
see that diffused throughout the world. ^ 

Mr, Burke amweredf that he most nncerely lamenied over the 
inevitable necesmty of now publicly declaring^ that henceforth, hU 
honorable friend and he were separated in politics ; yet, even in the 
very moment of oeparatian, he expected that his honorable Jriehd, for 
$0 he had been in the hahU of calUng him, would have treated him 
with some degree of kindness; or at least, 'if he had not, for tbs 
sak€ ef a long and amicabk conmction, heard him with some par- 
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HaHtj^, \ave dmu Mm the Jusike 0/ nprueniing hk mrgmumOB 
faklj^. On the ccnirary, he had, a$ cruelly a$ tmexpecteafy, tim- 
represented the nature of his remarks. The hanoraole gentleman 
had thought proper to charge him with being the advocate of despo^ 
tism, though, in the heginmng of kis former speech, he had expresdy 
reprobated etjery meature which carried with U even the sii^UeH 
appearance of ikepotiem* All who knew him^ could not awidl wUh 
tne most unmerited violation of naiuraljustice, acknoiuledging, that 
he was the professed enemy of despotism, in eitery shape ; whether, 
as he had before observed, it appeared as the splendid tyranny ef 
Lewis the Fourteenih, or the outrageous democracy of the pre&ent 
mwemment of France, which levelled all distinctions in socuty. 
ihe honorable gentleman, also, had charged him with having libelled 
the National Assembly, and stigmatised them, as a bloody, a^uel, and 
ferocious democracy. He appealed to the house, whether he had 
uttered one single syllable concerning the national amemblyi which 
could warrant such a construction as the honorable gentleman had 
put upon his words. He felt himself warranted in positively re- 
pelling the imputation; because, the whole tenor of his life, he 
hoped, at least, had proved that he was a sincere and firm friend to 
freedom: and, under that description, he was concerned to find that 
there were persons in this country, who entertained theories of go* 
vemment, not thoroughly consistent with the safety of the state; 
and were J perhaps, ready to transfer a part, at least, of that anarchy 
which prevailed in France, to this kingdom, for the purpose of effec^ 
tuaHng their own des^s. Yet, tf the honorable gentleman consi" 
dered him as 'guilty, tmy did he not attack him as the foe of his 
country? As to the charge of abusing the national assembly, it 
might seem almost sufficient to answer, " What is the national assem- 
bly to us r But, he declared, that he did not libel the national 
assembfy <f France, whom he considered very little m the discussion of 
these matters: that he thought all the substantial power resided in 
the republic of Paris, whose authority guided, or whose example was 
followed by all the republics of France, The republic of Paris had 
an army under their orders, and not under those of the natumtd 
assembly. The honorable gentleman had asked from whence the 
people of France were to expect a better constitution? — whether 
from Marshal Broglio, at the head of his army: or were they to 
look for it amidst tne dungeons of the Bastile ? Was that a fair 
and candid mode of treating his argument, or was it what he 
ought to haw expected in the moment of departed friendship? On 
the contrary, was it not evident that the honorable gentkman had 
made a sacrifice of his friendship, for the sake of catching some 
momentary popularity? If the fact was such, however, even greatly 
as he should continue to admire the honorable gentkman*s taknts^ 
he must tell him that his argument was ehiefiy an argumeM ad invju 
diam, and that all the ap]^ausefor which he could hope from cluks^ 
was scarcely worth the sacrifice which he had ehosesi to make far sa 
insignificant an acfuisition. 

Uw resolutions were then t^reei to, and the horns tufomHed^ 
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Mabch 8. 
EXCISE BtJTlfiS ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. Shuridan observed, that having some rea- 
son to conclude that neither the minister, nor any 
of those gentlemen who were connected with him 
in office, would oppose the motion which he should 
beg leave to submit to the consideration of the 
house, it might appear improper to enter, for the 
present, into a detail of the subject. He should not, 
therefore, trouble the house with any long series of 
remarks concerning the necessity of repealing the 
act of the last session, subjecting the manufacturers 
of tobacco and snuff to the Excise Laws ; but he 
would chiefly employ the few words he should use^ 
in most earnestly entreating gentlemen to pay atten- 
tion to the subject, assuring them that it was of infi- 
nite importance, and the more it was enquired into, 
the more would its extent and magnitude display 
themselves, and it would be found that a matter 
more interesting to the first and dearest principles 
of the constitution, had scarcely ever culled for the 
investigation of a British house of commons* Every 
member must wish, that in a question where the 
revenue was materially concerned, the utmost can- 
dour might be preserved, and nothing which bore 
the smallest appearance of party spirit be suffered 
to prevail. In all cases of revenue, two or three in- 
stances excepted, it must be admitted that the whole 
house, to a man, had joined cordially and earnestly 
in supporting the measures in agitation, and in en- 
deavouring, as effectually as possible, to sustain 
and keep up the credit of the country. In the only 
cases in which opposition had been maintained, more 
good had been done than harm, as had been evident 
in the case of the fustian tax, and the shop tax, and 
he trusted that the same consequence would follow 
the repeal of the tobacco act ; for repealed it must be, 
if the house vf ould fairly and closely examine into 
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its operation and effects. It was unnecessary for 
him either to dwell much upon the general inatten- 
tion of that house to questions of revenue, and the 
absolute necessity of introducing bills of consider- 
able importance, early in the session, so that there 
might be time for their full and complete discussion ; 
or to point out the folly of reposing a blind confidence 
in ministers' experience respecting matters of re«> 
venue. Had the tobacco bill been introduced early 
in' a session, it was utterly impossible that it should 
ever have passed at all ; but protracted as it had 
been, purposely, to the end or the session, gentle- 
men had not that opportunity of examining and con- 
sidering a bill of such length, and complicated va- 
riety, which ought to have. been given, and which 
alone could prevent the disgrace which the bouse 
ultimately sustained, in being obliged, the very next 
session alter it had passed, to revise, reconsider, and 
amend their own act. No man (Mr. Sheridan said) 
could pronounce him wrong in this observation, or 
declare that he hazarded an opinion which was 
doubtful ; since, in passing the tobacco act, the 
house had passed an act, that, in the judgment of the' 
greiettest law authority of the kingdom, had been 
called a mass of contradictions and absurdities. He 
did not mean to refer to the place where this decHa- 
ration had been made, because he knew that the 
forms and customs of that house would not admit of 
it, and he Wished not to be irregular, but he had the 
sanction of the first legal authority in the king^dom 
to declare, that the bill 'Was so ill drawn, that it 
was impossible to be understood; that it was. full of 
clauses of an opposite and contradictory nature ; 
that many of them were absolutely irreconcileable; 
and that the whole bill had been framed and put 
together by a man, who could write, but who could 
not read. The principle of the bill led to the intro- 
duction of a general excise ; and, therefore, on that 
ground alone, it ought to be repealed. He wished 
also, that if it were possible, it could be viewed so 



1700.] 249 

as to be regarded solely as a matter of revenue, dis« 
connected as it were from the constitution. He 
knew that it was impossible in that house absolutely 
to disconnect the constitution and the revenue in all 
matters regarding the revenue ; but still he wished 
that it might be looked on with a trading eye, and 
solely with a view to the revenue. The excise laws 
would then be found likely to cut up our resources 
by the roots, and to be the most fatal mode of col- 
lection in its effect, to which it was possible to resort. 
In the case of tobacco they were wholly inapplica- 
ble ; and, in fact, he would lay it down as a prin- 
ciple in the broadest and most unequivocal manner, , 
that the extension of the excise system would be just ' 
as applicable to the cloth which we wore on our 
backs, the buckles in our shoes, and any and every 
other article of our manufacture as tobacco and 
snuff. In conclusion, Mr. Sheridan moved .— ■ 

" That the several petitions which have been 
presented to this house, in this session of parliament, 
praying" for a repeal or alteration of the act passed 
in the last session of parliament, for laying excise 
duties on tobacco, be referred to a committee of the 
whole house, and that such of the said petitioners 
as desired to be heard by their counsel in support of 
their said petitions." 

Mr. Pitt answered^ hut did not oppose the motion, 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that he should not go into 
any general arguments in answer to the tartness 
and asperity manifested by the right honorable gen- 
tleman, whom he was sorry to perceive so sore upon 
the subject, but however the right honorable gen- 
tleman might lose his temper, he was determined to 
keep his own, and adhere to the moderation with 
which he began. As to the general observation that 
he had made, respecting the consequence of bring^- 
ing in great and important bills at the end of the 
session, and passing them in a hurry, it was a jus- 
tifiable one> surely, since the first law authority in 
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the kingdom had said that the bill was unintelli- 
gible, and pronounced it a mass of contradictions^ 
absurdity and oppression. Had he wished to speak 
of bringing in the bill with any sort of severity, he 
might have charged the right honorable gentleman 
with having, in the course of the preceding session, 
informed the house that the bill was nearly ready;' 
and then having the next year, premeditatedly and 
designedly, protracted it till the end of the session, 
when a sufficient number of gentlemen were not in 
town, or did not attend to give it the necessary exa*^ 
mination. Adverting to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer's observation respecting the want of analogy 
between broad cloth and tobacco, Mr. Slieridan de* 
elared, that he had never dreamt of any, but merely 
talked of the applicability of the excise laws to two 
opposite articles of manufacture. The right honor- 
able gentleman had asserted, that he had sought 
the best information in his power, and that the 
manufacturers had engaged to send him an account 
of their grievances, but they had failed to make 
good their word. Mr. Sheridan contradicted the 
assertion^, and said, that luckily the matter did not 
rest on his evidence, but a third party, the manufac- 
turers themselves. He confessed he was not pre- 
sent at the meeting, but he spoke upon their author 
rity. It was true, the right honorable gentleman 
saw them, and asked them to state their grievances 
specifically in writing j they told him that was a 
matter of information they could not afford to give 
him, but wished to give all the information in their 
power to the representatives of the people* There 
was nothing extraordinary in this ; and yet, because 
they would not privately communicate their case to 
the right honoral^ gentleman, he had charged 
them with having declined the performance of a 
proinisei which we manufacturers not only never 
made, but to which they expressly refused to ac* 
ceite. For his own part, he could positively affirm 
that the petitioners nad not had recourse to the e^t^^ 
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citing any sort of clamour, but tvere ready to come 
to the bar of that house and prove, by evidence, that 
they laboured under a very great oppression and in- 
convenience. This was the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding, and it should be considered, that the ma- 
nufacturers were men of character and respectability, 
in every sense of the words ; when they came to the 
bar, the house would be able to know who and what 
they were, and how the facts actually stood. 

The motion passed. 

Mr. Sheridan rose again to name the day, but 
begged the honorable member for Hull to declare 
whether he did not know that the whole of the bill 
had not been put in force ? A material part of the 
evidence would go to prove that the bill was so im- 
practicable, that parts of it had been obliged to be 
suspended. 

Mr. Thornton answered^ that the mrveys were made morefre'^ 
mtently in the country than in town, (only once in dx weeks in the 
latter f but once every fortnight in the former) and, therefore^ theinf- 
convenience of the act woiddhave been felt mare severely in the coun* 
try than in town. 

The ensuing Thursday was named for the day of the conrndttee^s 
mating. 

April 16. 

EXCISE DUTIES O^ TOBACCO* 

Mr. Sheridan moved the order of the day for the house to resohe 
itself into a committee on the several petitions, pn^ng for a repeal rf 
the act for excising tobacco; which being con^ied with, 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that, in despite of the 
little consideration to which several honorable mem- 
bers might think the subject of the ensuing debate^ 
entitled, be felt himself thoroughly convinced that 
the great importance of its nature merited the closest 
attention, and the most serious investigation of the 
Mmmittee; and, therefore, upon such a gi^ound, he 
should take the liberty to put in his earnest claim to 
the favour of an miprefudieed and patient heauring. 
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The matter, indeed, would scarcely admit of being 
enlivened or dignified by the manner of discussion ; 
yet it was deeply interesting ; for, it invoWed within 
it points whicn were exceedingly material to the 
existence of the constitution itself. He was, how- 
ever, too well persuaded, that before he could suc- 
ceed in making some members of the committee 
view the question in the same light in which it ap- 
peared to him, there were some prejudices which it 
would be necessary for him to endeavour to remove. 

{ Of late he had observed that, whenever revenue was 
mentioned in parliament, it seemed to be understood 

' that every other consideration was to give way to it; 
and that even constitutional principles were made 

; subordinate to an increase of revenue. This had 

i grown into a kind of prejudice ; and a man would 
run the hazard of being thought an enemy to the 
credit of the nation, who should venture to oppose 
a plan, however injurious it might prove to the 
rights of the subject, if it purported to hold out a 

Srospect of an increase of revenue. Yet still should 
e presume to oppose that prejudice, at the same 
time that he professed himself to be among the 
foremost of those who were anxious to uphold and 

5 reserve the public credit. He was aware that the 
octrine on which this prejudice was founded had 
powerful advocates, and was sanctioned by great 
authorities. Mr. Hastings, among others, had. de- 
clared himself the champion of it, and lent it the 
weight and credit of his name ; for, he had ajfirmed 
it, in a solemn manner, to be his opinion, that ** re- 
venue was the end of all government." — But though 
this position was advanced by so great a statesman, 
he would not hesitate to say, that it could not be 
maintained for a moment by any man who had the 
smallest regard for the happiness of his fellow-crea* 
tures. The true end of government was to keep 
mankind together by securing their happiness, pro- 
tecting their rights, and insuring to them the pos^ 
session and enjoyment of liberty and property. Ke*< 
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venue might be used as part of the means for effect* 
ing these desirable purposes, but it would be a per- 
version of common sense to call it the end of go- 
vernment. These person who could mistake re- 
venue for the end of government, would, and must 
consider a national debt as absolutely necessary in 
every state ; and would therefore take care to esta-» 
blish what he must always consider as dangerous to 
liberty; for, a public debt of any magnitude pro- 
duced of course taxes ; the collection of taxes re- 
quired revenue officers ; the appointment of these 
being in the executive government, would necessa- 
rily extend the influence of the crown, and that 
extension must be at the expense of the rights of the 
people. He was willing to go great lengths to 
support the public credit, by increasing the revenue ; 
but he thought that there were some rights which 
were above all price, and for the want or loss of 
which no increase of revenue could be a compensa- 
tion. There was another prejudice, the fatal influ- 
ence of which had been experienced more than once 
in the defeat of laudable endeavors made by friends 
to their country to oppose what they conceived to i 
be injurious to the people's rights. And this preju- ' 
dice was, that measures proposed by a minister ; 
were opposed of course by his political adversaries ; 
in parliament, not because the measures were wrong, • 
but because they were his. This prejudice was" 
founded upon an opinion as unjust as it was injurious^ 
and could not, for a moment, stand the ordeal of 
enquiry. If gentlemen would look back, and 'review 
the proceedings of that opposition of which it was 
his boast to be a member, they would find, that the 
persons of whom it was composed, bad, upon all oc« 
casions, manifested a strong desire to concur with 
the minister in supporting the public credit; and 
that they never attempted to catchi at popularity, by 
contending that taxation was unnecessary. On the 
contrary, they had always agreed with him, that in 
the actual' situation of affairs, the burdens of the 
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people could not be lig^htened. Whenever, then* 
they bad differed from him, and condemned any of 
bis measures, the difference was not about the end, 
but the means, and the issue of their opposition, on 
various occasions, proved that it was founded on 
reason, and not in hostility to the minister. It was 
to opposition that the nation was indebted for the 
defeat of the plan, by which the minister would have 
placed an excise officer at the mouth of every coal- 
pit in the kingdom ; for that must have been the 
case, if he had not been obliged by oppositioti to 
give up the duty which he had proposed to lay upon 
coals. When one of the most valuable manufac- 
tures in the kingdom, the cotton, was endangered 
by the injudicious excise duty laid upon fustians, 
and other articles, opposition stepped forward, and 
by procuring the repeal of that duty, preserved from 
ruin one of the greatest sourpes of trade and wealth 
to the nation. The shop-tax was also opposed; 
and, after repeated struggles, the minister gave it 
up ; in that case he must be imagined to have given 
way to conviction^ and not to clamour ; and conse- 
4|uently he himself, by consenting to the repeal of 
ihat tax, admitted that the opposition to it was well 
lounded. In these various instances the committee 
vould see that opposition had not been actuated 
by factious oftotives ; the success which attended the 
atand made to those different measures, and the 
miiHster's own conduct in giving up his plans, not- 
withstasding the kind of parental fondness that he 
waa kqown, in general, to feel for whatever propo* 
»tiott he had onee adopted, proved, beyond eontra* 
iliction? that the gentlemen in opposition bad good 
reason on their side. The prejudice which he was 
then combating, was not confined to the houiie of 
commons, bat pervaded large bodies of mannfac- 
turersy whose spirit had been broken down by the 
oppression of excise laws. 

It was the decided opii»ioR of several of the ma- 
imfsietttri^i of the very article on which he waa to 
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say much before he fihould sit down,^ that the act 
was as oppressive, as absurd, and as impractieable 
as it had been declared to be hj himself and others; 
and yet they did not dare to join their brethren in 
opposing it, lest by joining opposition, they should 
bring upon themselves the inaignation of govern- 
ment, and the ill-will of the commissioners of excise. 
This he could prove by a letter then in his hand, 
written by Mr. Purvis^ of Hull, an eminent manu- 
facturer in the tobacco line, to the committee of 
tobacconists. A passage from this letter Mr. Sheri- 
dan read ; and it appeared from it that Mr. Purvia, 
though he had once thought so ill of the tobacco 
excise act, that he was on the point of quitting the 
trade ; and though at least two out of the three 
partners in his house had been on the point of re<-' 
tiring from it^ on account of this act, yet he was of 
opinion that the msmufacturers ought to acquiesce, 
<< lest by throwing themselves into the arms of op-| 
position, they should draw upon themselves the iU- ; > 
will of government/' — Snch was the mode of think- 1 
ing and acting into which a free-born subject might 
be driven by the oppressive spirit of the excise 
laws. Uncommon pains had been taken, in the 
public prints, to defame all those who had taken 
any part in endeavouring to procure a repeal of the 
tobacco act. And no one had been more distin- 
guished on the occasion than himself. He beg- 
ged leave to apologize for speaking concerning 
himself; he at all times disliked egotisms, and more 
so, on the present occasion, when the attention of 
the committee was to be taken up with the consi- 
deration of important snbjects; but, stiU, as it 
was the part which he had taken in this bosi- 
ness that had drawn ufion him the ill will of 
those who had traduced him; and as they had 
connected his personal character wifth the impor- 
tant business in which he was then en^ged, ha 
hoped that the committee would mxSkr him to tres- 
pass, for some- few minutes, on their patience, whilsi 
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he should proceed to a few remarks upon the at- 
tacks that had been made upon him. Those who 
made those attacks had gone out of the common 
path, and instead of pursuing the old sober staple of 
abuse, had descended to the lowest scurrilities, and 
fallen without mercy not only upon his public con- 
duct, but also on his private life. They had made 
charges of a singular nature, and endeavoured to 
rob him of the esteem and friendship of those whom 
he valued most in society. Fortunately, however, 
their charges were as void of truth, as they were 
fraught with malice. He had, hitherto, treated 
them with contemptuous silence, and would have 
continued, in this disposition to the present day, if 
he had not felt some reason to think, which reason 
he had not heard till a few hours ago, that some of 
those charges were considered as founded in truth. 
What he more particularly alluded to were, whis- 
pers or reports of jealousies among some of his 
dearest friends, and of a certain opposition affirmed 
to have been made by a noble Duke (of Portland) 
against some views or expectations, which he (Mr. 
Sheridan) was said to have entertained concerning 
such whispers and reports, he could truly declare, 
that there was not in them one grain of truth. The 
opinion which they ascribed to the noble duke had 
never been entertained by him. Mr. Sheridan ob- 
served, that he would not venture to state to the 
committee the opinion that the noble duke was 
pleased to entertain of him, lest he should be accused 
of vanity in publishing, what he might deem highly 
flattering : all, therefore, that he would assert on 
this occasion was, that if he had it in his power to 
make the man, whose good opinion he should most 
highly prize, think flatteringly of him, he would 
have that man to think of him precisely as the noble 
duke did ; and then his wish on that subject would 
be most amply gratified. 

The jealousies to which he was described as 
having given occasion, existed only in the brain of 
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the tradttcensr ; they did not, they could not (Bxiist any 
where else. 

Here . Mr. Fox exclaimed *' Hear him I hear him /" in a tone of 
approbation. 

He was therefore, perfectly at his ease, whilst the 
traducers were propagating their calumnies. He 
defied any man to charge him with any one act 
which could be tortured into a violation of any en- 
gagement founded in honor and integrity. If he 
could be charged, in truth, with any dishonorable, 
mean, or unmanly act, he should feel very differently 
indeed ; hi» mind, in that case, would sting him 
more than the most bitter reproaches of his most ca- 
lumniating enemies. As to any pretensions which 
might be ascribed to him to situations far beyond his 
natural weight in the community, he would only ob-' 
serve, that it was the peculiar excellence of the Bri*? 
tish constitution, that a man could push forward into, 
notice and distinction the talents or abilities, what-'j 
ever they might be, with which providence had en-' 
dowed him. Mr. Sheridan, at length returning to^ 
the system of excise, said, that he then held in his 
hand a book, which contained only ten acts of par- 
liament for enforcing the excise ; and he was bold 
enough to declare, that in no age, or country, had 
the most fell despotism pursued measures more ty- 
rannical, more cruel, or more oppressive than those 
which were to be found in that book. Despotism, 
he admitted, had oppressed, with marked cruelty in 
all ages \ but never had it assumed the robe and 
form of law, and built up such a system of oppression 
as that book exhibited. It would prove an endless 
task to point out the various instances which had 
come to his knowledge of the oppressive spirit of the 
excise laws. He would, therefore, content himself 
with one. An eminent distiller, of very fair cha- 
racter, had occasion to dispute a judgment by which 
a quantity of spirits had been seized and condemned 
ad being above proof. He maintained that they 
were not abov^ proof j that Clarke's hydrometeri 
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by which they had been proved, was faulty ; and 
that if the spirits were tried by accurately-made hy- 
drometers, they would be found lobe such as the law 
required them to be, and consequently not seizable. 
The case went to trial, and turned out to be pre- 
cisely as the distiller had stated it to be ; Mr. Clarke 
admitted that his hydrometer was faulty, and re- 
quested that the commissioners of excise would give 
him leave to amend and correct it. But, instead of 
listening to a request so reasonable and just, they 
procured a clause to be inserted in a hotch-potch bili^ 
by which it was enacted that Clarke's hydrometer 
should in future be the legal standard for trying the 
strength of spirits. This hydrometer was acknow^^ 
ledged by its maker to be faulty ; and yet the com- 
missioners, so far from granting him leave to amend 
I it, applied to parliament for an act which sanctioned 
i error, and legalized falsehood and oppression. 

This single instance must give the committee an 
idea of the spirit of the excise laws ; and yet the 
idea would be faint, and fall infinitely short of the 
reality. If, in the course of a trial, it was found that 
a person whose goods were seized, had been able to 
recover them, a new clause or act was proposed to 
meet this particular case ; so that system of excise 
law was not founded on any general principle, but 
Oik particular cases, and in its progress, it advanced 
regularly from a lower to a higher degree of oppres- 
sion. Thus, for instance, in the reign of Charles II. 
when the excise laws began first to appear, gre&t 
caution was used to secure the liberty of the sub- 
ject from being wantonly abused. In the first in- 
stance, an excise ofiicer could not break into a 
house, without information upon oath, without a 
warrant from a justice of peace, and the presence 
and attendance of a constable ; and no house was^ 
even with all these precautions, to be entered by an 
exciseman in the nights But, by degrees, all these 
barriers erected for the protection of liberty, were 
t>eaten down ; the warrant from the justice wa9 did* 
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pensed witb^ as well as the information upon oath, 
and the attendance of a constable ; and at last the 
officer mi^ht enter in the dead of night y nay, so far 
had the spirit of despotism been carried, that in the 
very present administration, a clause was inserted itt 
an act for empowering even a reputed officer of 
^excise to enter a house by night, without warrant, 
or presence of a constable. 

Here the Attorney-General seemed to doubt by his looks, whether 
such a clause could have passed. 

But Mr. Sheridan said it certainly had passed, 
after having been ineffectually opposed by himself 
and a worthy and respectable member for Salisbury 
(Mr. Hussey.) It was so gross an act of despo- 
tism, however, that during the next session of par- 
liament it was repealed. In all the cases of trial 
under the excise laws, the officers and the tradesmen 
were not what they ought to be in a free country— 
they did not go into court upon equal terms. It was *' 
the boast of the English constitution, that the highest ; 
and the lowest subject in the land met in a court of ^ 
justice on terms of equality ; but this equality was , 
destroyed by the excise laws. If goods were seized, ' 
the owner became obliged to prove that they had 
paid the duty j but the officer was not likewise re- 
duced to the necessity of proving that they were 
seizable, until the owner should have established 
grounds that a jury might deem sufficient to war- 
rant and call for the restoration of them. The offi- 
cer could bring his action within three years, the 
trader within three months ; and the latter was com- 
pelled to give notice in writing of the grounds on 
which he intended to proceed; and he was re- 
strained, at the time of trial, from bringing any 
fresh ground, or giving any evidence which he had 
not specified in the notice : and, after all, though 
the jury should, on finding the conduct of the officer 
to have been vexatious, malicious, and oppressive, 
^ve the trader five thousand pounds damages ; yet, 
if the judge should certify that there was probable 

s2 
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ground for the seizure, the damages thus given by a 
jury, might be reduced to twopence. Here it might 
be said, that the character of the judges would not 
allow the supposition that any of them would fa- 
vour the excise officer, at the expense of justice. 
He, for one, thought as highly as any man of the in- 
tegrity and patriotism of the present judges ; but he 
did not conceive it fitting that the liberty and pro- 
perty of the subject should ever rest upon mere con- 
fidence in the character of indiyiduals ; those who 
would have him submit to such a predicament, 
would only alarm still more his jealousy. It might, 
perhaps, be contended, that the sting of the excise 
laws was taken away by the moderation with which 
they were executed ; and an honorable and learned 
gentleman (the Attorney-General) had said, on a 
former occasion, that, in point of fact, not more than 
seven and a half per cent, was levied of all the fines 
and penalties incurred by the traders under these 
J laws. He admitted the moderation of the crown 
lawyers ; but this very moderation was ground for 
alarm; for it shewed that those who incurred 
penalties under the excise laws, held ninety-two and 
ahalf per cent, of their property at the will and plea- 
sure of the crown, and consequently were obliged to 
submit to any thing, rather than offend the goviern- 
ment of the day, by whose forbearance alone they 
enjoyed so considerable a portion of property, which 
might be exacted and taken from them, under the 
name of penalties and fines. Lying thus at the 
mercy of government, their spirit was broken down; 
and in point of fact they became less good citizens 
' and subjects than they were before. Upon this oc- 
casion, it would be expected that he should make 
some remarks concerning the trial by jury, particu- 
larly as it was mentioned in all the petitions then on 
the table. ~ If there was any human institution which 
a man might be permitted to idolize^ even with the 
enthusiasm of superstition, it was the trial by jury. 
But if it was to be continued upon no othej* princi*- 
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pies than those of the excise laws, he should not deem 
It worth preserving; nay, he thought that in th^ 
end it might become dangerous to the community. 
Men who were accustomed to see the numerous 
hardships and oppressions which were always th^ 
fore-runners of a trial on any of the excise laws, 
must, in the end, become familiarised with oppres-* 
sion, and lose much of the horror which it at first 
inspires; and finding their verdicts frequently set 
aside by the certificate of a judge, they must, of 
course, feel less anxiety about endeavouring to ap- 
portion the damages to what they conceive to have 
been the extent of the injury done to the trader, 
when, after all their pains, the judge might reduce 
them to twopence. If the minister wished to make 
the trial by jury what it was intended by the consti-> 
tut ion, that it should be, a shield against oppression, 
be would have him not merely grant an appeal from 
the decision of the commissioners, which would be at- 
tended with the bad consequences that he had iust 
described, but reform the whole system of proceeding^ 
in excise cases, and place the trader contending with 
the excise ofiice on that footing of equality, without 
which, justice could not be obtained. Under the 
present system, an option of trial by jury, in the last 
instance, would prove but a mockery. Let the pre- 
liminary hardships under which the trader labours 
be removed, and then he might have . an equal 
chance for justice with the officer, which no one 
could say that he enjoyed at present. Exclusive of 
lying, as the traders do at present, so much at the 
mercy of the commissioners, holding, as they do, 
ninety-two and a half per cent, of the penalties in- 
curred under the excise acts, at the mercy of those 
commissioners, how often would they dare to assert 
their ri^ht, and endeavour to do themselves justice, 
when, by attempting to do so, they m^igbt expose 
themselves to the resentment of the board, land to 
consequent ruin? Mr. Purvis exhibited a striking 
instance how a man's spirit might be broken down 
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« 

upder sach circunists^nces. He, like other tobacco** 

nists, reprobated, in the strongest terms, the act for 

• 0xciiing tobacco ; and ^et he would not venture to 

- join them in endeavouring to procure a repeal of it, 
^ lest be should expose himself to the vengeance of 
governmept, by resisting one of its acts ; and excite 
their indignation by applying to any gentleman in 
opposition to lend his aid on the occasion. The 
pfficers of excise, without any one motive to treat 
with respect the liberties of the people, had some 
temptation to endeavor to destroy them. The legis* 
lature had deprived those officers of their elective 
franchise, by an act for which, it was true, he him- 
self had voted ; but when he did vote for it, he gave 
way to the high opinion which he entertained of 
those who had proposed it, rather than to the die- 
^tes of his own judgment; for beheld the birth-^ 

^ rights of men to be too sacred a property to be taken 
from them without evident necessity. However, so 
|t was, that all persons employed in the collection 
of the revenue, were so far disfranchised, that the 
legislature would not su£Ser them to vote for mem- 
H)ers to serve in parliament. Smarting under this 
disfranchisement, they might go forth in the pleas- 

^ ing hope, that they should have opportunities of 
revenging the affront they had received, by ha- 
rassing and oppressing others ; these were the per- 
sons who were to be the public spirited destroyers of 
smuggling, and the restorers of fair and honest 
principles of trade. He would leave it to the com- 
mittee to judge how well qualified they were for 
gjuch a task. How conW degraded teachers, repro- 
bated reformers, and excommunicated missionaries^ 
introduce, a new system of fair dealing ! They were 
sent forth with brands upon their b^ck, and scourges 
ifi their hands to put dowa smuggling, and establish 
a system of comnaerce equally useful to goyerpment 
and. to the trad ing interest. 

As to the coiintry gentlemen, they had df: late 
seemed to think tha|. questions, of commerce did not 
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regard tliem ; that in such questions they had np 
interest; and that the trading part of the nation was 
bound to attend to them. But this was a veryl 
wrong opinion ; and he could prove to them that 
not only they had an interest in all questions of; 
trade, but that they had a greater interest in them : 
than even the merchants and traders themselves.^ 
This proposition was not new ; it had been first ad- 
vanced by Mr. Locke^ a man whose opinion would 
be received as authority, not only in the house of 
commons, but in all other places. Would the' 
country gentlemen please to explain in what man- 
ner they thought that the national debt was to be 
paid oft? At present the land stood pledged for th# 
payment of it ; and as it did not suffice for the dis* ; 
charge of so immense a debt, the surface of the; 
land, the flocks and herds that grazed upon it, the • 
ore dug from its bowels, must for ever stand mort- \ 
•gaged for it, unless redeemed by that which bidsde*-^: 
fiance to space or time — ^the inexhaustible resource \ 
of trade, aided by the irresistible energy of en-- 
terprize, under the management of inviolable fidelity I 
to engagements, and directed by the wisdom of the I 
legislature to the most eligible objects. It was j 
trade alone, then, that could relieve the land from 
the immense burden of debt under which it groaned; 
and therefore the country gentlemen were deeply 
interested in every question of commerce; and more 
so even than those by whom commerce was carried 
AD. In general, the traders had not a permanent ' 
or hereditary interest in trade ; it was their wish to 
get out of it as soon as they could ; and, therefore, 
they might pursue such measures as would speedily > 
eiMrich themselves, but leave trade not worth the < 
fmrsuit of diose who might come after them. But 
the case was different with the land-owners ; as they 
must wish to see the land freed from the incum- 
brances of public debt ; and as this could be done 
mly by trade, it was their interest to take care that ' 
no measure wm pnrsaed which C0uld check or 
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cramp its operations, either at present or hereaft^; 
and consequently there \eas not a set of nnen in the 
nation so much bound to resist the shackles imposed 
on 'trade by the excise laws. Mr. Sheridan ob- 
served, that it was not his intention to say much 
about the manner in which the act for excising to- 
bacco was framed, though he might be tempted to 
animadvert severely upon it, the house being in a 
committee, and the Speaker not being in the chair ; 
yet, were he to say that the act was '* a heap of 
liontradictions and absurdities, thrown together by 
some person who could write but could not read," 
some gentleman might not fail to call him to order, 
and tell him that it was disorderly to allude to what 
had passed in another place, ana that he must not 
state the highest law opinion in the kingdom on this 
act, because that opinion was given in a place to 
which the rules of the house would not suffer its 
members to allude. 

The treasury seldom gave itself much trouble 
about the formation of bills of revenue, but left it 
generally to the respective public boards to frame 
them. The process was much like that of the ma* 
nufacture of tobacco. The bills were presented in 
the stork or short cut, to the boards, by some of the 
chief members ; there they were dried, and thence 
sent to the Treasury mill to be ground and sifted ; 
they received a little iniusion in a preliminary and 
recommendatory speech from one of the great law 
officers of the crown, and then an application was 
made to the house of commons, as merely for per- 
mit« Such was the usual process, from which who 
could expect a complete and perfect manufacture ? 
Mr. Sheridan observed, that from the mass of evi- 
dence which had been given on the subject of this 
act, he would draw two conclusions, to which he 
was convinced that no honest man, listening only 
to the voice of reason, could refuse his assent. One 
f was, that the act, so far from being calculated to 
' prevent smuggling, absolutely encouraged it, and 
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Srovided a secure asylam to protect its growth/ 
!*be other was, that the operation of the act must' 
necessarily end in the destruction of the fair and • 
licit trade, and the establishment of smuggling on 
its ruin. He next remarked, that it was scarcely 
possible for any man to point out clearly, and be- 
yond all doubt, in what part of the kingdom the 
trade of a tobacconist might be carried on ; for the 
clause respecting this in the act, was enveloped in 
such obscurity, that a man could hardly guess at 
its meaning* In all other businesses, the officer was 
obliged to go to the manufacturer; but, under this act, 
the manufacturer was obliged to go to the officer ; 
the mountain was compelled to go to Mahomet. 
It might be imagined that the fioard of Excise 
would rest satisfied with the power of sending its 
officers to break into our houses at their pleasure; 
but that, it seems, is not enough, we must carry our 
houses to them, that they may kick open the doors 
at their leisure. They say, ** Bring us that mill 
and stream from the valley ; we cannot go so far 
from home to survey it.*' But such language was 
.warranted by the principle of the act, wnich would 
not suffer the manufacture to be carried on, except 
in cities and market towns within five miles from 
the coast. It was obvious that the act would to- 
tally destroy the export trade of manufactured 
tobacco. It limited the exportation to the island 
of Jersey ; and left it in the power of the commis* 
sioners of excise, who should export it to Jersey ; 
as the act provided, that none should be at liberty 
to export, without a license from the commissioners, 
.who were not bound to grant it to the first who 
should apply for it, but might give it to any fa- 
vorites whom they chose to select from among the 
manufacturers at large. The ground of the limita- 
tion was observed — it was, that the manufacture 
might not be smuggled back into England from 
Jersey. But this was a poor preventive to smug- 
gling; as the people could provide themselves 
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from Hdland or America, with any quantity for 
which they could find a vent. The export trade to 
i foreign countries must be gpreatly injured, if not 
total^ destroyed, by the act. In the first place, 
the price paid for licences was proportioned to the 
quantity of tobacco manufactured, and consequently, 
it ougm to be considered as a tax ; which must raise ^ 
the articles in the foreign markets. T|iis was con» 
[ trary to every sound pnnciple of trade, which con* 
, demned all burdens laid without absolute neces* 
', sity, on articles of exportation. When the shop 
tax was proposed, the right honorable gentleman 
respectea this principle; for he exempted from it 
all persons keeping warehouses, and carrying on an 
export trade. The present act, militating against 
that wise principle of commerce, ought, therefore, 
to be repealed, as tending to injure our foreign trade. 
There was another way in which this act would 
injure, if not at last destroy our export trade of 
manufactured tobacco ; and that was, that if a to« 
bacconist was in the act of getting ready to execute 
an order from abroad, he must suspend his work, 
if the excise officer should come to take a survey ; 
he must attend him whilst weighing the stock ; and 
many hours, perhaps some days, being lost in this 
business, the vessel, in which he was to ship the 
goods, ordered by his foreign correspondent, being , 
probably obliged to put to sea in the mean time, 
the order is lost, and so perhaps is the customer 
for ever-^for, not to be subject to such disappoint* 
ments, he, perhaps will send his order to some other 
country; and thus, in the end, mi^t this valuable 
branch of trade be transferred to some other nation, 
imd entirely lost to this. Next, as to the encourag^e- 
ment which the act gave to smuggling, though its 
avowed object was to support it. Formerlv, the 
difficulty which attended tlie smuggling of tobacco, 
was, that even after it was landed and housed, it 
was still Uable to seiisure. But this difficulty was 
completely venoved by the pvesent act; for, the ^ 
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moment it got under the roof of the tobacconist, it 
was as sacred as if it had paid duty ; the very cHffi« 
cers of excise who had been examined at the bar^ 
had all admitted that there miffht he great quanti* 
ties of smuggled tobacco on tne premises of the 
manufacturer, without their knowledge; nay that 
^they might see it without being able to seiae it. 
From papers then on the table, it appeared that 
there were 837 wholesale dealers in manufactured 
tobacco, and 60^000 retail dealers. Formerly, the 
smugglers could deal oniy with the former ; but 
now, as every country retad dealer was a maDufae-* 
turer, and could have smuggled tobacco in his 
house, without any danger of its being seized, the 
act of course increased the possible customers of 
the smugglers from 337 to. upwards of 60,000. The 
obvious consequence of the hardships of the act 
would be, that the great manufacturers would feel 
themselves reduced to the necessity of auitting 
their trade; — and the obvious consequence of the in« 
creased number of custonpers to the smugglers^ 
would be the ruin of the revenue, which this act 
was to make more productive. Among the many 
hardships of the manui«ioturers under this act, there 
were two of a very serious nature. One, that feom 
the nature of th^ atmosphere, the manufacture 
might, from the moisture or dryness of the aiv, 
lose or gain more in weight, than the table laid 
down in the act allowed. What then was. the ma« 
nufacturer to do ? He could not answer for the state 
of the atmosphere ; and if his goods had decreased \ 
ia weight through heat^ or increased through mois* ,' 
ture, without any act of his, to a degree beyond ' 
the standard established by the act, then was he . 
Uable to ruinous iines and penalties. The commis- 
sioners, before they could, in justice, levy these 
fines, ought to ascertain that the weather will air- 
ways be in tliat precise state of heat or cold which 
the act supposed it would be. They ought to make 
Christmas give secarity for frost ; take a bead fov 
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hot weather from August; and oblige damps and 
fogs to take out permits. It was true that it had 
been observed, that where the increase or decrease, 
beyond the allowed table, appeared to have been 
really the effect of the weather, and not of any 
intention in the manufacturer to defraud the re- 
venue, the commissioners ordered the goods, if 
seized, to be restored and the penalty remitted. 
But he had two strong objections to this exercise of 
^ illegal mercy by the commissioners. First, it gave 
them a dispensing pow#r, which paftiament had 
not thought proper to allow even to the king ; and 
. secondly, this dispensing power might be used to 
very bad purposes. When the law was harsh and 
severe, and the executive power indulgent, and 
willing to soften its rigor, the people would be led 
to dislike their own representatives, who could pass 
a rigorous law, and to fly to the crown for relief 
against it. If a dispensing power could be tolerated 
it must be when the benefit of it was general, and 
extended, without exception, to every class of sub- 
, jects without distinction ; as was the case when an 
act of parliament ordered all vessels thai were of a 
particular construction to be destroyed. . It was 
soon discovered that the execution of so impo- 
litic a measure would ruin thousands of poor fisher- 
men on the coast, whom the legislature had not 
within their contemplation at the time when the 
act was passed, though the letter extended to them 
as well as the smugglers who were the objects of 
the act. What could prove more impolitic, than 
to pass any act which, in the execution, would ruin 
the country? It was wrong that the executive 
government should be so careless in preparing bills 
as to propose such as it must afterwards (by what 
might perhaps be called a not illaudable violation of 
the constitution) not sufier to be executed. In case 
of those fishing boats, however, the evil was not 
so great; because the dispensation was general, 
without any respect to persons. But in ue case 
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of remitting fines to manufacturers who should' 
have incurred tbem^ an inquisition might be set on 
foot into the life and political principles of each 
individual; and those only might feel the indul^ 
gence of the commissioners who should be found to 
be the friends and supporters of the subsisting ad- 
ministration. Were a man, whose stock had in* 
creased or diminished beyond the standard table in 
the act, to attend the commissioners, and assure 
them that the weather alone had occasioned the in- 
crease or decrease of the article, and that no fraud 
whatever had been used on the occasion, the com- . 
missioners might say to him, ** Sir, you need not 
give yourself so much trouble to prove your inno- 
cence ; we see honesty in your orange cape." 

But should a person of quite a different side In 
politics, attend for the same purpose^ the commis- 
sioners might say, " Sir, you are not to be believed; 
we see fraud in your blue and buff, and it is impos- 
sible that you should not be a smuggler." Perhaps 
(Mr. Sheridan remarked) he should be told that it 
was not liberal in him to suppose that the commis- 
sioners would be capable of acting in this way ; but 
he was warranted, by the authority of the law, in' 
entertaining a constitutional jealousy of men, whom 
the law considered as unfit . to sit in parliament, or 
vote at elections, on the supposition that they were 
not free agents, but under the influence of the crown. ' 
When the manufacturers were under examination at 
the bar, they had not let fall any expression which 
might intimate that it was their intention to quit the 
trade, if the act was not repealed ; they thought that 
such an intimation would not be decent in them, as 
it would appear like a threat ; but what their re- 
spect for parliament would not suffer them to utter 
at the bar, they had said to him in private ; and he 
believed, he mi^ht assure the committee, if^the jbill 
was not repealed, the tobacco manufacture would 
be lost to this country. Indeed the evidence of Mr. 
Baker, who made the cutting machines, proved 
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that the danger was nearer than gefitlemen might 
apprehend; it proved that orders from abroad for 
tnose machines had increased, whilst the home or- 
ders had greatly diminished. One hardship, per- 
haps, greater than any other, considered in a mere 
commercial light, which the manufacturers suffered 
under this act, was, that the mysteries of their trad« 
were laid open, to the irreparable injury of their 
families and fortunes. Of the value of some of these 
mysteries the committee might form an idea, when 
they recollected that it had been proved in evidence 
that one manufacturer had refused 20,000/. for the 
disclosure of ^ secret in the manufacturing of tobacco 
peculiar to himself. 

Mr. Sheridan now asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, what were the mighty advantages 
gained by the revenue, which could be considered 
as a compensation for such hardships and encroach- 
ments ? To shew that the advantage to the revenue 
was not such as could induce the legislature to con- 
tinue so oppressive an act, he calculated what the 
customs on tobacco had produced before the act ; 
and what the customs and excise on the same article 
had produced since. In the first winter half year, 
after the act passed, the produce was 294,000/. ; the 
produce of tne second, or summer half year, was 
about 31 7,0001. ; in all 611,0007. ; from which about 
51,000/ should be deducted ; because, though having 
been actually levied upon the article within the 
year, it was for several reasons not to be considered 
as likely to prove a permanent part of the gross 
produce of the revenue on tobacco, but rather as 
occasioned by a temporary caause, which probably 
would never return ; this would reduce the revenue 
on this article to 560,000/, which was just 25,000/. 
more than was collected on tobacco before this act 
paired. ' Would any man, to whom the rights of 
the people were dear, for so insignificant an in<^ 
crease of revenue invade those rights? But above 
sdl^ would he, for such an increase,ri$k the loss of tho 
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whole P which be verily believed weitld be the case 
if the act was not repealed. If the minister wished 
to avail himself of the resources which he could stiil 
find in a new regulation of the revenuft, he might 
raise a very considerable supply, without laying any 
fresh burden on the people, or abridging their li- 
berties. In the customs there was great room fotf 
improvement if the Treasury would give up its pa- 
tronage. He did not mean ** to disclose the secrete 
of the prison-house/' from having been in it; but 
every one knew that the business of excise was 
better conducted than that of the customs^ merely 
because the patronage of it was in tlie board of 
excise, which was responsible for the conduct of all 
its officers. But in the customs it was different. 
The coasts of the kingdom were parcelled out into 
various districts; and persons were appointed to 
those districts by the Treasury ; not because they 
had superior ability or merit, or were disposed to 
shew themselves enemies to smuggling, but because 
they were recommended from quarters in which 
recommendation, on account of election interests^ 
was irresistible. He meant not to cast any par- 
ticular reflection on the present treasury board ; its 
conduct on this head was perhaps the same as that 
of all boards which had gone before it. All h6 
meant was^ that if a minister would dare to be bold 
in the cause of his country, he might make the 
customs infinitely moK productive than they werid 
«t that moment. 

Towards the close of this speech, Mr. Sheridan 
mentioned a hard case, perhaps little known, of a 
gentleman's coach and norses being liable to be 
seized if he took two pounds of snuff with him intd 
the country ; and that they were forfeited if seized 
after five o'clock. He declared that he saw no 
reason why the house of the honest, industrious ma- 
nufacturer should not be as safe and as saered as 
tfaeproudest mansion* 

He instanced the spirited conduct of Mr* Ed* 
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dowes of Chester, who, at the expense of a great 
part of his private fortune, had maintained a contest 
ivith the corporation of Chester, on a public occa- 
sion, in whicn he had no other interest than a desire 
to check oppression, or what he thought oppression. 
That Mr. Eddowes (whom he could shew to a 
foreigner, and say, this man has spent the income 
of a petty German principality to do a public jus- 
tice), after being examined at the bar of that house, 
and saying, that he had been obliged to deceive the 
officers, was treated with an agreeable companion 
in a stage coach the next day, who proved to be an 
exciseman, and who, the day after their arrival at 
Chester, kept him fourteen hours in his manufactory 
weighing his stock. Mr. Sheridan conceived that 
the naval service of tiiis kingdom might, with honor 
to itself, and great advantage to the nation, be 
employed in the collection of the revenue. Though 
he was of opinion that the tobacco act ought to be 
repefaled, still he did not intend to make a motion to 
that effect; because the minister might then say 
that he would modify the act, and render it less 
objectionable; but his object was to withdraw the 
tobacco totally from the management of the board 
of excise. Upon this principle, it was his intention 
to move a proposition wnich should shew that it ought 
not to be excised at all. Mr. Sheridan now con- 
cluded his remarks by moving the following short 
resolution : '^ That the survey of the excise is inap- 
plicable to the manufactory of tobacpo." 

Mr. Pitt, Sir Grey Cooper, Lord Cmy^ort, Mr. Wyndham, 
Mr, FoXf Sir James Mnstane, Mr. Grenviile, Colonel FuUarton, 
Mr. Dundas, Sir Richard Hill, Mr. S. TJwmtm, Alderman Wat- 
son, Mr. Thornton, and others, having delivered their sentimmts, 

Mr. Sheridan rising a second time observed, that 
notwithstanding that he might claim a right to speak 
more than once in a committee, and notwithstand- 
ing that it was usual, when the house was not in a 
committee, for it so far to extend its candor, as to 
permit the mover of any proposition to rise in replv 
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at the end of the debate, he was not insensible of 
the indulgence he had ah-eady experienced at the 
hands of the committee, and therefore should not 
long trespass farther on their patience ; and it was, 
he thought, the more necessary, as in the course of 
the debate he imagined that he had perceived some 
symptoms of members having made up their minds 
on the subject. He should begin with what had 
been said by an honorable baronet (Sir Rich. Hill) 
over the way, who had. appealed to the landed in- 
terest to support the bill of the last year, and com- 
plained in bitter terms of the loud clamor made 
whenever the trade of the country was touched, 
saying, that if a single bristle was plucked, it 
grunted and made a strange kind of noise ; but that 
the landed interest was like a sheep ; it stood still, 
and would let you fleece it again and again without 
a murmur. The honorable baronet unfortunately 
forgot, that he was, in the very moment, furnishing 
an instance in his own person, that the .landed in- 
terest was not always so passive; and he had for- 
gotten likewise that he had paid the right honorable 
gentleman a curious compliment, by ending his 
speech with saying, that the right honorable gentle- 
man had voted for the excise bill (of which he com- 
plained so loudly), because the administration of 
that day was tottering in their seats, and he saw that 
he should soon come into power. With regard to 
the situation which he had holden, when the case 
to which the honorable baronet alluded, had taken 
place, and which the honorable baronet had de- 
scribed as the most enormous extension of the excise 
laws ever practised ; the honorable baronet had 
done him more honor than he merited, the place 
which he filled at the time, being merely a sub- 
altern and subordinate situation ; but, he would not 
answer what the honorable baronet had so pointedly 
urged against the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
that day with any argument ; he would answer it 
with his name ; it was Lord John Cavendish, and 
VOL. n. T 



274 [aprii< 16, 

Ihe measure aUaded to^ which had been so veU 
explained by the worthy magistrate near him, had 
been received, whether by grunting or groaning he 
could not say, but with as much unjust clamor as 
^ny measure ever experienced. The whole story, 
however, the honorable baronet had introduced with 
less novelty than generally belonged to his fac^- 
ousness of anecdote. Mr. Sheridan next proceeded 
to take notice of (what he termed) the misrepre- 
sentations of the right honorable the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who (he remarked) had treated him, 
the bill, and the manufacturers all alike, having 
xnis-stated jiis arguments, misrepresented the manu* 
facturers, and misconstructed the act of parliament. 
Possibly the right honorable gentleman might think 
what he made rather an uncivil description of his 
argument; but the right honorable gentleman 
would recollect that he had himself, in the begin-* 
niiig of his speech, applied terms equally harsh 
and grating to what had fallen from him. The 
right honorable gentleman was the onlv person who 
had affected to disbelieve the manufacturers, al- 
though the manufacturers had, last year, deliyered 
precisely the same evidence at the bar of thathouse, 
and afterwards confirmed it upon their oaths at the 
W of the house of lords. If the right honorable 
gentleman had doubted the truth of tbe evidence of 
we manufacturers,, it was his duty, in j '«tice to him- 
sdtf, and in fairness to them, to have called other 
witnesses to have disproved what they advanced. 
Not liaving done this, he had no right to doubt the 
veracity of men as honorable as himself, and as in* 
capable of acting dishonestly with respect to the 
revenue as tlie whole board of treasury itself. It was 
but justice to the manufacturers, that he should say 
thus much in their bdbdf, and at the same time 
complain of the unfair mamier in which the right 
honorable gentleman had commented on the evi« 
d^nce of Mr. Pestlethwayte, who had expressly 
irtated at the bar on what principle he mMe his 
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calcalatioQ of encreases ; and, therefore, in his ab- 
stract of the eyidence, necessarily and natarally 
adhered to the same principle, and separated what 
was termed the return from the roll tobacco. The 
right honorable gentleman taking advantage of 
that part of bis argument which reprobated the op- 
pression and tyranny of the system of excise laws 
m general, had charged him with wishing to puU 
down the. whole system; and, thus, at one stroke 
annihilate six millions and a half of yearly revenue. 
This was a most unfair way of meeting his arg^n- f 
ment, and the ri^ht honorable gentleman seemea to [ - 
have forgotten, that, wherever any extension of the 
excise laws was under consideration, it was usual to 1 
argue the question in that house, not on the narrow 
ground of the particular hardship on the point of 
being inflicted upon the individual in the particular 
instance in question, but on the broad constitutional 
ground, with a view to the danger in which the ^ 
extension of those laws threatened to place the free- .. 
dom and liberties of the people. 

This had been the case in the cyder tax, when 
in the course of debate it had been said, non Cmsar 
pulsante manu. '' The winds of heaven and the 
elements may enter the cottage of the peasant, but 
not the king, without the peasant's permission/' 
This was not a mere flight of poetry ; but at once, 
a lively, fanciful, and forcible effusion of the mind, 
founded on what he considered as the good old 
Snglish proverb, '^ that every man's house is Us 
castle," which was in fact the very essence ^ 
Mi^na Charta. He need scarcely add, that the 
person who had used the expression which he bad 
just quoted was the Earl of Chatham^ who had not 
thought it wrong to argue the question of the cyder 
fax upon the general principle of the excise laws^ 
and tneir constitutioiiel tendency. But there was 
a manifest inconsistency in that part of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's argpiment, in which he 
ehATged him with widiing to pull dowB the whole 

T 2 
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system of excise ; and in the same breath had de* 
elared, that he (Mr. S.) was willing to leave the 
munufactares of soap, candles, starch, and all the 
rest of the manufactures at present subject to the 
excise under the oppression and tyranny of those 
laws. It was absolutely impossible, as the com- 
mittee most see, for the two things to be true, be- 
cause they directly militated against each other. 
Another point in which the right honorable gentle- 
man had totally mis-stated him, and in which, indeed, 
his right hcmorable friend near him had also a little 
misconceived him, was, in respect to trial by jury ; 
both imagiuinff that he disapproved of a trial bv 
jury, in cases of excise. He had expressly declared^ 
that if a general reform of excise laws were to take 
place, he saw, that such a case trial by jury, might 
be applied to them as a part of that reform; but he 
had asserted, that he would not accept of trial by 
jury being proposed by a minister, in a singular and 
particular case, by way of decoy, and in order to 
delude the house and the public into an acquiescence 
with the application of tne excise laws to the ma« 
nuiacture of tobacco. He would not graft, or ap- 
prove of a graft of that kind, on so vile a being, 
convinced that the tree could not produce such fruit, 
and that so beautiful and excellent a head as a trial 
by jury ought not, in that manner, to be annexed to 
so deformed a trunk. The right honorable gentle- 
man persevered in maintaining that the n^anufac- 
turers had kept back some intelligence from him, 
and had to thank themselves if he did not do them 
all the justice that their case might require. The 
fact waS; that when he (Mr. S.) found them in 
town, and prepared to propose a, repeal of the act 
of the last session, he had, at their very first meet- 
ing, advised them not to apply to the opposition, but 
at once tp the Treasury, and endeavor to get re- 
dress, through the medium of His Majesty's ministers, 
which, in all matters of revenue and finance, he was 
r^ady to coBifess, he thought die most proper hands 
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for alterations of the revenue laws to come frooir 
The answer they gave him was^ that they had been 
at the treasury with the secretaries, and ^ad seen 
Mr. Pitt, and that their reception did not encourage- 
them to hope for success ; and, therefore, they 
were determined to apply to parliament, through 
the medium of opposition, wishing that their case 
should come before that house and the public. 
But the right honorable gentleman's mode of treat- 
ing the manufacturers was curious. They go to 
him, and tell him, '^ that their objections to the bill 
were fundamental ; that no amendment, no modifi- 
cation of it will meet their ideas ; they object to the 
principle, and nothing short of an actual repeal can 
satisfy them, as they must, at all events, have the 
excisemen kept out of their manufactory." Having 
stated this, the manufacturers ask the right honor- 
able gentleman if he will consent to give up the 
principle ? The right honorable gentleman answers ^ 
•* No ; the principle must not be abandoned; but, 
do you inform me how I shall alter the bill." This 
the manufacturers refuse ; and they wisely refused 
it, in his opinion ; for, what was it but the minister's 
saying, *' I have a yoke to put about your necks, do 
you help me in fitting it on ; only assist me with 
your knowledge of the subject, and I'll fit you with 
the prettiest pair of fetters that ever were seen in 
the world." With regard to the right honorable 
gentleman's argument, that there was a great in- 
crease of revenue in consequence of the act con- 
tinuing in force, he held that to be no argument at 
all. He never wished to count the money, when 
he was certain that the purse which contained it, 
with all its contents, were stolen. Every person 
knew that the right honorable gentleman qould 
make out an account so as to give any calculations 
he chose to biing forward, at least a plausible ap- 
pearance. The right honorable gentleman had cdi- 
culated three several ways, saying to the commit- 
tee^ << Take it this way and you have fifty thousand 
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pounds. Take it this other way and you have 
seventy ; and take it this other way and you have 
one hundred and thirty." There could be (Mr. 
.Sheridan added) only one fair and true mode of 
calculating what the produce of the tax, while under 
the excise laws, was. This mode he had stated, 
and it was clear that the utmost increase, they could 
expect was but very trifling indeed ; but if the right 
honorable gentleman's highest calculation of in* 
crease were founded, he should still be of opinion, that 
the bill ought to be repealed. With respect to the 
manufacturers having told the minisrt:er that their 
objections to the bill were fundamental, and went 
to the principle of it, which he had refused to aban* 
don ; he ought not to talk of their having with- 
holden information from him, because of what use 
could any information they might possess be of to 
him, when he had declared he would not, at any 
rate, comply with their requisition ? Mr. Sheridan 
next adverted to what had fallen from Sir James 
Johnstone, who he understood had censured him 
for having cast an imputation on the Board of Cus- 
toms. So far from that being the fact, he had ex- 
pressly stated a wish that the Treasury would give 
up the patronage of the custom house, and vest the 
power of managing the revenue and customs, and 
appointing officers in the several subordinate situa- 
; tions, in the board of commissioners. This surely 
was paying the board a compliment, by giving theni 
a preference over the lords of the Treasury. He 
never had heard such unconstitutional reasons urged 
within those walls, as had been stated by a no- 
ble lord opposite to him (Carvsfort) for applying 
the excise to tobacco and its manufacture. The 
noble lord had contended that tobacco was a luxuiy, 
and therefore a fit object of taxation ; and that the 
most efficacious way of making it productive was to 
put it under the excise laws. But, because tobacco 
was a luxury, were those who were confcemed in 
its manufacture wholly unworthy of protection, and 
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fit only for q>pressto& ? Had the noble lord forgot* 
ten that there were beingi^ called men, who were 
manufacturers of tobacco ? — that those men were 
their fellow subjects, entitled to the enjoyment of 
the same rights and the same privileges as them-- * 
selves ?-^was it then the article being a luxury, that 
distinguished it from other manufactures, and ren- 
dered the animals about it more fit for oppression, 
and less worthy of the blessings of the constitution 
than other manufacturers? The noble lord also 
had argued, that the less tobacco was exported the 
better. That was as anti-commercial a principle as 
he had ever heard ; but the practice of collecting 
taxes in France had been recommended by the noble 
lord. Surely, when Prance happily had thrown off. 
the yoke of oppression, we were not going to pick 
up the discarded trash of tyranny, and deck our- 
selves out in the cast-off dirt and dregs of despo* 
tism ? He did not mean at present to go farther 
into the subject of France, nor should he forbear 
from any apprehension of differing in opinion with 
any other person, more especially with one (Mr. 
Burke), for whose talents and personal virtue he 
had the highest esteem, veneration, and regard, and 
with whom he might be allowed to differ in opinion 
upon the subject of France, persuaded as he was 
that they never could differ in principle ; all, how- 
ever, which he would say farther on the subject 
was, that he hoped, when the new constitution of 
France should be settled, it would prove such as 
would secure the blessings of liberty to the subjects 
of that kingdom, having ever been of opinion that 
it was not right that this should be the only free . 
country in Europe ; but still hoping that, as we had ! 
hitherto preserved the glorious superiority of being 
the only spot in which the subjects were governed, . 
not by the will of individuals, but by laws which 
they made for themselves, we should continue to be 
pre-eminently free, and have no badge of slavery 
fastened unnaturally oh our constitution. After ex- 



280 [iJPlUi.16, 

pressings a \^ish that the noble lord woald cherish 
doctrines more congenial to that zeal for the consti- 
tution, which he had manifested in the early part of 
his speech, than he had afterwards breatHed, Mr. 
' Sheridan proceeded to take notice of Mr. Dundas*s 
defence and repetition of what he had formerly said 
relative to the extension of the excise laws in fature. 
It happened, he observed, that the paragraph to 
which the right honorable gentleman alluded, con« 
tained one ingredient somewhat different from what 
he (Mr. Sheridan) had talked of as conformable to 
the standard of staple newspaper abuse : the asser- 
tion stated to have been that of Mr. Dundas, was 
very near the truth, for the right honorable gentle- 
man had himself confessed, that what he had on a 
former occasion said, was neither more nor less than, 
" That when a new tax to raise a large sum should 
be necessary, every gentleman well knew that it 
could not be rendered productive in its collection, 
without the application of the excise law/' Another 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Grenville) had 
avowed the doctrine of pushing the extension of the 
excise laws in a broader manner than any other 

gentleman, and had said, that by only placing three 
undred and thirty-seven persons more under the 
excise laws, the revenu^obtained one hundred and 
thirty thousand pounds a year. This was appre-r 
elating the liberties of Englishmen, and the first 
instance of the kind which they had ever heard. 
1 As the right honorable gentleman was an excellent 
calculator, he would recommend him to form a 
table of the prices of freedom, which he was per- 
suaded he could do with much greater accuracy than 
the tables of increase in tobacco. In a short time 
he should then expect to see, at one view, the dif- 
ferent appreciation of the rights and liberties of 
every description of persons. Perhaps it would run, 
thirty pounds for the liberties of a man, twenty 
pounds for those of a woman, fifteen pounds for 
those of an apprentice, ten pounds' for breaking inta 
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your house in the Dight-time, and so on in an equal 
graduation. Mr. Sheridan at length, came to the 
declaration of Mr. Henry Thornton, that he would 
vote for the repeal of the act of last session, or any 
motion relative to it short of the declaration con* 
tained in the question then before the committee : 
that the survey of the excise was inapplicable to to- 
bacco. He contended that his motion was, in fact, 
tantamount to a motion for an actual repeal; but 
that in the hurry of committing it to paper, he had 
omitted to state it in the manner, according to 
which the committee would themselves recollect he 
had opened and argued it. Instead of its standing 
nakedly, " That the survey of the excise was inap- 
plicable to tobacco," he meant to have worded it, 
** That it appeared to the committee, from the evi- 
dence of the manufacturers, that the survey of the 
excise was inapplicable to tobacco." It was per- 
fectly immaterial to him what the motion was, upon 
which he took the sense of the committee, provided 
that it met the points which his arguments went to 
enforce ; and, therefore, a.^ it mignt save the com- 
mittee the trouble of two divisions, and accommo- 
date the honorable member for the Borough, he 
would, with the leave of the committee, withdraw 
the present motion, and move at once " for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the act of the last session, 
imposing certain duties on tobacco, subject to cer- 
tain regulations of excise. 

This being adjusted, the cammttee divided ; ayes 14?!; noes 191. 



April 19. 
WAYS ANB MEANS. 



Mr. Pitt opened the delate hf stating the varum ortkUs ofsup^ 
ply which had been voted, and itfterwardsthe amount of the annual 
revenue. He concluded by moving — *' That it is the opinion oj this 
committee, that the sum of 2,300,0002. be taken from the consoli- 
dated fund, and applied to the service of the current year. 
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Mr. Sheridan declared, that it would have 
Ifiven bim great pleasure, if he could have recon- 
ciled it to himself to have continued wholly silent, 
without appearing either to disturb the fiattering* 

Jrospect which the right honorable gentleman (the 
/hancelior of the Exchequer) had presented to the 
committee, or to depreciate the calculation on which 
he had claimed the confidence of the house; but 
the right honorable gentleman had himself declared, 
that it had proved the greatest glory of the house of 
commons when tbey manifested the courage to face 
their situation, and to state the truth of it, however 
unpleasant the task. On this ground, he felt him-- 
self compelled to maintain every one of his former 
calculations ; and whilst he agreed with the minister 
in his general principles, and in his statement of 
the growing prosperity of the country, completely to 
disagree with bim in the single fact, that our in* 
come was equal, or nearly equal, to our expendi- 
ture. He had never spoken in a desponding state 
of our resources ; on the contrary, no man thought 
more highly of them, if judiciously applied. But 
his opinion was founded precisely oii the principle 
which the right honorable gentleman had dwelt so 
'much on ; and this was a sanguine confidence in the 
energies derived from our constitution^ and the ex- 
ertions which belonged to our national character. 
This the right honorable gentleman had well called 
the vital principle of our commercial prosperity; 
but it was one thing to call it so, and another to act 
on that conviction. He rejoiced to hear him admit 
the principle, but he should rejoice more when he 
saw him abstain from violating this vital principle, 
, by arbitrary checks on the liberty, security, and 
• industry of the subject. The right honorable gen- 
tleman had stated the amount, in a complicated 
manner ; the usual forms and practice justified some 
part of the mode, which was intelligible to a very 
few. The method he should pursue was simply to 
compare the actual income with the actual expendi- 
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tare ; this he woald do on the average of the four 
past years, and the present year. Mr. Bheridan 
then went through a variety of calculations from 
papers on the table, from which he contended that 
it was evident that the average annual income of' 
the fonr last years was 15,7239000/. and the annual 
expenditure was 17,140,104/. Excess of the ex- 
penditure, including what was called the surplus 
million beyond the income of each year, two mil- 
lions and some thousand pounds. Mr. Sheridan then 
stated the extra and temporary resources, by which 
this deficiency had been made up, and the actual 
addition to the unfunded debt, independent of the 
loan of last year, which had been contracted while 
we were pretending to reduce our funded debt. He 
then waved all unmvorable inferences from this re* 
view of the past, and resorting to the figures, which 
he had taken down from Mr. Pitt's own statement 
that day, he called on the committee to see how the 
account really M;ood for the present year. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had taken the best 
average he could, that of the three last years. This 
account made the average income 15,720,000/. and 
this was the income which the right honorable gen- 
tleman calculated at for the present year. He 
would say nothing to impeach this average, though 
much might be said, particularly willi respect to the 
inanner in which the arrears of the land and window 
tax had been whirled in, and added to this year's 
produce, and the annual malt duty being taken 
above its actual amount. But, how did the head of 
expenditure stand upon his own figures, and on de^ 
mands not to be disputed ? 

Navy — — £2,200,000 

Army — -^ 1,870,000 

Ordnance — *— 4,57,000 

American Loyalists — 2,74,000 

Miscellaneous Expenses — 328,000 

Total £6,1»,000 
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Add to this, interest of debt ^£9,275,000 
Paid for redaction of debt 1 ,000,000 

Civil List — — 900,000 

Interest on Exchequer Bills 258,000 

Charge on Aggregate Fund 64,000 

The Appropriated Duties — 66,000 
Militia -^ — 91,000 

Increase of Navy Debt this year 150,000 

£11,804,000 
Add Services of the year 5,133,000 

Total of this year's expenditure ut 

present demanded — £16,937,000 

But, as Mr. Sheridan observed, there were many 
matters omitted, as paying for finishing Somerset 
House and Carlton House, he was confident that he 
understated the year's expenditure when he put it at 
seventeen millions. Here then the matter was 
brought to a narrow compass, the utmost income the 
minister pretended to reckon on, was 15,723,000/. the 
difference, therefore, amounting to nearly 1,300,000/. 
was the actual deficiency between our income and 
expenditure. 

Here, Mr. Sheridan declared, he made his stand; 
if the right honorable gentleman's principle was 
right, that the truth ought to be known : here was 
a statement which admitted of no possible dispute ; 
for every figure of it was taken from accounts upon 
the table— if it was answered, that we were not 
yet arrived at the peace establishment, and that the 
expenditure would be greatly reduced ; to that he 
would say nothing but to impress on the minds of 
the committee the indispensable duty of looking to 
the performance of these promises ; otherwise, wev 
all the pleasing prospects which were offered to us, 
and the eloquent congratulations of that day, the 
obstinate and unfortunate fact would be, that we 
were a government expending considerably more 
than a million beyond, our income. Mr. Sheridan 
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advertins* slightly to the advantages which we 
reaped trom the calamitous situation of the rest of 
Europe, thought sufficient allowance had been given 
for this by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when 
he mentioned the subject ; but he would not urge 
it, because it was the only source of our prosperity 
which could not be dwelt upon with pleasure. 

He next mentioned the resource of the lottery, \ 
and regretted that it should have been so trium* 
phantly announced to the committee. He contended 
that the ultimate and permanent loss to the com- 
munity in the injury done to the industry and inte- ' 
grity of the lower class of people, outweighed infi- 
nitely, any temporary gain which the minister could 
derive from it. He opposed it, therefore, on the . 
same principle (and he had uniformly done so) that 
he opposed the extension of the excise, because it 
was part of a system which looked to a momentary 
gain at the e;cpense of those sound and superior 
principles which formed the true foundation of our 
prosperity. He looked not to the Exchequer for the 
produce of a lottery, but to the Old Bailey ; not to 
the teniporary advantage to the state in a pecuniary ; 
point of view, but to the exports to Botany Bay. , 
In conclusion, Mr. Sheridan repeated, that he felt a ' 
sincere satisfaction at the general prospect of the' 
country's being in so flourishing a situation. 

Mr. Pitt endeavoured to poimt cut the alleged fallaey of Mr. 
Sheridan'i .reaeoning, and the mppoaed erroneous foundation on 
which he had built his comparison, and thoir assigned reasons to 
prows, that all that pant ofnis sneech which tended to take from the 
conduct of having paid qff^nearty six millions, was exposed to ques-, 
turn, and even to confutation, tfc. Mr. Fox next spoke. 

Mr. Sheridan rising a second time, remarked^ 
that if he could judge from the manner of the right 
honorable gentleman, he appeared to have reserved 
the mildness of a peace establishment for his right 
honorable friend, (Mr. Fox) and had hoarded his 
hostile spirit for him. He might as well, however^ 
have shewn, that 

Qrim-viiaged war bath smoothM bis wriaUed front : 
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because the right honorable gentleman well knew, 
that when he felt himself on right grounds, this spi- 
rit was not apt to weigh much with him. He de- 

' clared besides, that he should have answered with 

* equal ho8tility» had not some time elapsed, and his 
feeling subsided. The point in contest between 

. them was, whether they were likely to have a re- 
daction of the expenditure next year, so as to pro- 
vide for the surplus of a million r In the whole of 
the right honorable gentleman's system, there did 
not seem the spirit of making a reduction likely to 
bring the expenditure within, or even nearly within 
the estimate of the committee of 1786. How was 

. he to make it? Was the army to be reduced ? Or 
the ordnance prodigality to be curbed ? High 
mounding sentences of prosperity, were very pleas- 
ing to the ear ; but in matter of figures and account, 
,. the subject must be more closely examined, and he 
Abould continue to repeat that our income was not 
equal to our expenditure, till it was proved to be 
equal. With regard to lotteries, he bad, perhaps, 
bad greater opportunity of knowing their bad con- 
sequences than most gentlemen. He was persuaded 
that if those consequences were as well understood 
by the committee in general, there could be but one 
4>pinion on the subject. Having brought in a plan 
for the regulation of the police of Westminster, 
which the right honorable gentleman would not re- 

5 roach him with having abandoned (as it was aban^ 
oned by administration, and not by him) he had 
come at facts which proved that lotteries were most 
fatal in their consequences. Mr. Sheridan ex** 
plained this declaration relative to the police of 
Westminster, by stating, that a plan for regulating 
that police, had been n*amed by a barrister, ajud 
brought forward from Lord Sydney's office ; that 
he had cordially assi^ited in making it, and given 
every help in his power, though it was not to be 
known that he did so, nor w,bs he to derive any cre-< 
jdit from it : that be necessarily had many conferen- 
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ces with the Westmimter justices, and tbey pro-f 
duced to him a pawnbroker, who said, that he never] 
had such a number of things brought to him in the'; 
coarse of the whole year, as during the drawing of • 
the lottery. That first, the men brought their tools, ^ 
then the women their clothes, and one thing after 
another, till at length they brought eveb the light sil- ' 
ver clasps out of their children's shoes, and at last * 
such a picture of penury, distress, and despair was ^ 
exhibitea, as must make every man of the least feel- ; 
ing shudder. That picture justified him in, assert- 
ing, that let the profit acquired from the lottery be ] 
ever so great, he should reject it, as the base gain 
derived from a vile and pernicious plan of playing ; 
upon the worst passions of the poor and laborious 
rank of people. Perhaps the right honorable gen- 
tleman and the committee might think him too 
warm; but he could not avail using the strongest 
language of reprobation, when he perceived that our 
j^digality equalled, and even exceeded our income, 
and that we were imprudently most serious in pro- 
viding means of expense, when our enemies ^ere 
sunk into a state of debility. 

The resoluHon passed. 



April 21. 



EXPENDITURE OF THE PUBMC MONEY IN THE 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. Caurtenay moved, ** that a committee be appoinied to exa- 
mine into the expenditure of the public money, under the administra- 
tion of the present Master-General, and Board of Ordnance, from 
the 1st of January, 1784." 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his concern, that he 
had not been present in the early part of the debate, 
and then proceeding, rested Ate question on thr^e 
issues: first, that the noble duke had declared, 
that he would state the accounts yearly, and had not 



288 j^aprh. 23, 

done 80 for four years, till called apon to produce 
them ; next, that he had pat the public to an unne- 
cessary expense ; and, thirdly, that the estimate on 
the table was false and fallacious. When the corps 
of royal eng^ineers was proposed to be reduced, the 
noble duke stated his motive for avoiding that reduc- 
tion, and desired to use the men as military artifi* 
cers. This the house granted, and the next year, 
the noble duke averred the men were totally unfit to 
act in that capacity ; and he desired to have a new 
corps formed of artificers. The honorable gentle- 
man had boasted, that when an account was called 
for, the Ordnance Board had presented one in a 
short time ; but why was it not every year laid on 
the table, according to the noble duke's promise ? 
After a variety of other observations, Mr. Sheridan 
next remarked, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had commenced his speech with a panegyric 
on the order of that house. He was ready to ad- 
mit that the Speaker was at all times attentive to 
the preservation of order ; but he was not willing to 
go so far as to say, that under his auspices they might 
hope for a restoration of order, because he had some 
degree of respect for the memory of the Speaker's 
predecessors. As to his right honorable friend, 
whom the minister had, with a degree of illiberality, 
singled out as an indi^dual instance of a member 
prone to go ab re ad personam^ it was scarcely ne- 
cessary to mention an acknowledged fact, and affirm 
that there was no person more free from personality 
in general. 
. ThemotioHwas negoHped withoui a divitkm. 



Arpil 23. 
DUTIES ON POST-HORS£S. 

Mr. Ro$e hrowtht in a bill far rmdermg parpeiual ih€m:i/or 
wipoweriHg the CommmUmers of the Tretmary to farm the AUiee 
payable cnpatt-harm, which waenadafird Hme* 
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Mr. Sheribak expressed his astonishment at 
seeing a bill, fraught with such danger, and intro- 
ducing so new a principle, in the collection of the 
revenue of this country, brought in without the 
smallest previous notice. If such a bill were suf- 
fered to pass in silence, it might be considered as a 
very favorable precedent for extending the prin< 
ciple to other branches of the revenue ; and, for that 
reason, he wished to call the attention of the house 
to the measure. What advantages the revenue 
might have derived from the new mode of collecting 
the post-horse tax, he was at a loss to guess ; be- 
cause those whose duty it was to bring such mat- 
ters forward, at a proper time» had neglected to 
produce any account of its increase. 

Mr* Pitt antwered, that the alteration of the mode of eoUeetion 
had undoubtedly been of considerabk advantage to the revenue, and 
therrfore, he wished to render the act permaneni. He did not mean 
to hurry it through the house ; and %f the honorable gentleman had 
any intention ofopposing the principle, he would hne an opportu^ 
nt^ of doing so on the second reading* He had no o^ectian to pro^ 
ducing the account, 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his satisfaction that the 
right honorable gentleman had so far acquiesced as 
to think an account necessary, though he could not 
help saying it would have come with more pro- 
priety before the bill was brought in. Mr. Sheri- 
dan then moved that the bill be printed, which was 
ordered, and the second reading was fixed for the 
ensuing Tuesday. 

FEES AKD FERaUISlTES TO THE DISTILUNG 
OFFICE. 

Mr^ WhUbread having moved that an humble address be presented 
to His Mi^esty, that he would be graciously pleased to order th§ 
report of the commissioners, who had been appointed to examine into 
the fees andperquMes paid at the various public offices, to be laid 
before the house, so far as the same related to the VktualUng Office^ 
a conversation of some length tookplace* 

Mr. Pitt opposed the motion, on the ground that no good reason 
had been given for the production of a partial report^'-and Mr. 
Rose, because it might tmd to criminate certain gentkmenf who had 
iahem anoath with regardto emobmeni of offUu 
YOL. II. V 
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Mr. Sheridan said if he had eyer entertained a 
doubt of the propriety of having the report before 
the house, he was now convinced of the necessity of 
it If any abuses existed, he thought it fiiUy as 
expedient, that those who committed them should 
be responsible to the house of commons, as well on 
to His Majesty's ministers. 

At length Mr. Hussey moved an amendment^ which tras agreedt 
to — that the wohoh of the report of the comtmssionen, oojor as they 
kad proceedod, should he laid before the house. 

J3XCISB I>UT1£S ON TOBACCO. 

The order of the day heine mooed for the second reading of the 
hUlfor explaining amd amending the tobacco excise bUl, pooled m the 
last session of parliament. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, though he had been ob- 
liged to abandon his arguments against the principle 
ofthe bill, from the decision of the house; the ma- 
nufacturers of tobacco were so fiiUy convinced of 
the injustice of the principle, that he had in his hand 
a petition from them, praying that the survey of the 
exctise might not be applied to the manufacturer of 
tobacco. 

The petition was brought up, and ordered to be referred to the 
committee of the whole house on the ensuing Tuesday, 

SLAVE TKADE. 

Mr. miberforce moved, that Captain Wilson do attend tike comr 
mittee on the slave trade, as an evidence. 

Mr. Sheridan said, be should vote for the question 
of the right honorable g^tleman (Mr. Wilber- 
Ibrce) though he was decidedly of o|»mon that it 
M^as the duty of that bouse to determine on the ge- 
iieral question in the course of this session. It 
would be to the last degree impolitic, to leave it to 
the consideration of a new set of men, who might 
fee ignorant of the information collected by the pre*, 
sent parliament on this subject He was convinced, 
however^ sufficient evidence would be adduced in 
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time to satisfy e\&f member with regard to his 
vote on the general question of abolition. For his 
party he required no evidence — ^no farther informa- 
tion to convince him, that the power possessed hj 
the West India merchant over the slave, was sodn 
a power as no man ought to have over another. 
He conceived that the evidence now wanted was 
not connected with the establishment of regulations 
in the trade ; nor, indeed, necessarily with the ge- 
neral question, which it was undoubtedly proper to 
decide upon previously to the expiration of the pre- 
sent session. 

The motUm tMv carried without a dhmon. 



APiUL 27. 

POST HORSE DUTY FARMING BII«L. 

. The M'^ of the 4mf bemg read^ for the ee&md rudimg qf thm 
hiUp 

Mr. Si^EKiDAN having signified his intention 
of moving foi* some peepers extremely necessary, in 
his conception, to he submitted to the house previously 
to tlie second reading of the bill ; he relied, there- 
fore, on the right honorable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt) 
candor, that he wouM have no objection to postpone 
the second reading foi* a few days, which could be 
attended with no sort of inconvenience ; and by 
that time, in all probability^ the papers could be 
got ready and presented. Mr. Sheridan moved 
for 

<' An account of the gross produce of the post 
liorse duties for the year 1787, endmg the first of 
August;*' also for 

^' An account of the number of districts under 
the fermers' act ; the liames of the farmers, and the 
amount of the rents respectively, with any varia- 
tions thereon, that have taken place from the first 
letting to the present time ;" also 

'^ An account of such of the farmers 6i the post 
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horse duties as have become defaulters^ and to what 
aooount;" and also 

•* An account of the. expense of collecting the post 
horse duty, previous to the passing the act of. the 
27th of his present Majesty, and the amount of the 
saving to the public, in the article of collection, in 
consequence of passing the said act*" 

Mr. Pitt answered, that he could readily consent to theproduc- 
iUm of the papers moved for ; but as the use intended to be made of 
thm^ tni^ as well be employed in any other stage of the progress 
of the Ml, as on the second rsading, he saw no reason for dehy- 
mg it. 

Mr. fiheridan replied, that to press the matter 
with, so much precipitation, betrayed a want pf can- 
dor ; and he contended that the house ought not to 
have proceeded a single step with the bill, until the 
right honorable gentleman had given the necessary 
information as to the produce of the tax, whilst under 
the old mode of collection, compared with that 
under the farming bill, which was originally intro* 
duced or revived, by a bill of experiment ; and the 
principle of which should not be adopted as a per- 
manent mode of collecting duties, without very full 
information, and mature discussion. It behoved the 
house not to proceed towards deciding on the prin- 
ciple of the bill, until the papers were before them ; 
from which he (Mr. Sheridan) meant to prove that 
the principle was false; and the expectation of 
greater advantage being capable of being derived 
from it, than from the old mode of collection, utterly 
fallacious. 

Mr. Pitt r^oimd, that if the honorable gentleman had thought 
ihe papers necessary to be before, the house, prior to any proceemng 
foitk the bill, he ought to have moved for those papers, antecedent to 
ihe first reading, and not to have ddayed momngfor them tUi that 
-day^ For his own part, he had not the smallest objection to ihe pro- 
ductionof the papers now moved for; although he saw not how thesf 
jcould possibly throw any additional light on the subject. By the 
papers giving an account of the net produce already brfore the 
muse, mere was an evident increase; for whatever the gross revenue 
m^t iqfpear fromthe papers movea for, the net produce, it was 
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fMnJrom the papers before the house, had increased from 97,000f. 
tn 1786, to 102,000/. the first year that the duty was farmed, ansd 
cfi the second to 127,000/. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that lawyers too fre- 
quently discovered a tenacity in overturning^ the 
rules and orders of that house, which the honorable 
and learned gentleman's argument evinced ; as upon 
a moment*s reflection, the honorable and learned 
gentleman must perceive that the rule of proceed- 
ing in opposing bills, was directly the reverse of that 
which he had laid down. It was a curious way of 
using dispatch, to postpone the business to a late 
period of the session, and to endeavor to make up 
for the loss of time, in the first instance, by hurry- 
ing the most important bill through with indecent 
celerity. To prove his assertion; that the farming 
duty bill had not been so productive as had been 
stated by the right honorable gentleman, he had it 
from ^ood authority, that the whole of Scotland had 
been farmed out as one district, without the advance 
of a single shilling, on the produce of the duty, 
under the old mode 6f collection ; and this circum- 
stance was still further strengthened, as an argu- 
ment against the new plan of farming out the col-' 
lection of the revenue, by the speculation which 
might have been expected to take place in this year 
beyoiid all others, in consequence of the extra use 
of post horses, which a general election would ne- 
cessarily occasion. 

The questum was put, and the original motion carried. The bill 
was, therefore, read a second time, and committed for the ensuing 
Friday. 



April 29, 

I-OTTERY BILL. 

Mr. Bast brought up the new lottery bill, and as soon as he had 
presented it, stated to the house, that the only new clause in the bill 
was a clause to subject the printers of newspapers to a penalty of 
fifty pounds for each qffince, in case they advertised any illegal 
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shares. Tie tiU htmmg ken read afrsi time, and arieredtaha 
nadaeeeandf 

Mr. Sheridan rose, and declared that in hii^ 
opinioD, it wag a most extraordinary clatifte ; nor 
could he f>ossibly eonjectnre how it was to be car* 
ried into effect. He supposed, the ctaase provided 
proper coimsel for the printers, to consult as to what 
was or what was not a leg-al share ; or perhaps it*' 
self ^ave a definition of that important point; 
because, without either the one or the other, he saw 
not bow printers could avoid incurring the penalty, 
although they might not mean to offend against the 
law, f^r they could have no more interest in ad- 
vertising an illegal share, than a pamphlet, which 
upon perusal, turned out to be a libel, or any other 
matter in itself illeg'al ; — and it was well known, 
that in such cases, the subjecting the printer to a 
penalty, was a principle equally novel and oppres- 
sive; and, therefore, a principle which n>ateriflUy 
concerned the liberty of the press. Mr. Sheridan 
proposed to have the clause printed. 

Mr. Rose answered that the honorable gentleman might recollect 
that it never had been usual to print a single clause of any bill: and 
in the present case, it was wholly unnecessary, as the elamse in fues- 
tion was but short, and contained on the one side of a nngle half 
sheet of paper -^ the honorable gentleman, therrfore, might, at one 
reading, make himself master of its contents. 

Mr Sheridan moved to have the wtiole biU 
printed. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that k was altogether unusual to print such 
biUs as thtd in question, nor could he see the smallest oeeasion 
for it. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the new clause 
might cramp and affect the press ; but it could not 
be considered as a regulation to prevent gamb- 
ling. 

The motion was negatived witKaui a divuiom. 
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EXCISB DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

The order af the day fur nt^eiving ike report of this biH being read, 

Mr. Sheridan observed that the honorable gentle- 
man opposite to hina had expressed himself so strongly^ 
on the recommitment^ that it was necessary he 
should take some notice of his argument ; but having 
lately experienced a considerable share of indul- 
gence from the house, they might be assured he 
would not trespass long upon their patience. The 
honorable gentleman had spoken with pathos on the 
trial by jury; and yet, he concluded with saying, it. 
was not his intention to vote for the opportunity on 
which he might move to introduce the very- point 
he recommended. Whenever he heard of a trial ' 
l>y jwry being applied to the excise of tobacco, or 
any other single article excised, he always sus- 
pected it was thrown out as a lure and a decoy to 
attract attention, and draw the eyes' of the bouse 
away from tlie main consideration.. Professions of 
regard for that old-fashioned trial, could only be 
proved in an old-fashioned manner — ^not by words, 
but by deeds. The honorable gentleman had said, 
a great deal about trial by jury, and, nevertheless, 
declared he would not vote for the re-commitment. 
He would leave it to the bouse and the country, to 
judge erf the sincerity of the honorable gentleman's 
professions, who contradicted them by his conduct. 
For his part, he should never think any gentleman 
sincere, who did not oppose every extension of the 
excise laws, till the trial by jury was universally 
adopted in all cases of excise. If the hpnorabie ^; 
gentleman was sincere, be supposed that be would 
bring in a clause for a trial by jury at the third 
reading. Though not quite consistent with order, 
he must make some reply to an observation of the 
honorable gentleman, foimded on what he said, in 
a former debate ; but he conceived it could not be 
more irregular in him to reply to it, than it had 
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been in the honorable gentleman to introduce it. 
The honorable gentleman had talked of his argu- 
ment respecting the permitting the board of customs 
to appoint their own oflScers 

T%e Speaker called to order, and told Mr. Sheridan, that he had 
4ilready been out of order, in questioning the sincerity of the honor- 
akk members. 

Mr, Sheridan said, with all due submission, when 
he talked of an honorable meipber's sincerity, as a 
public man holding a public argument, and did not 
advert to any part of his private character, he con- 
ceived he was strictly in order* 

The Speaker answered, that to question in that manner, went to 
* question the motives on which the gentleman acted ; and nothing 
caiUd he mare unparliamentary, 

Mr. Sheridan now referred to a former bill, rela- 
tive to trial by jury in all excise cases ; which the 
honorable gentleman, h^ observed, must know, as 
he had a principal hand in it. The bill contained 
many excellent provisions, which were never exe- 
cuted. After animadverting upon that bill, Mr. 
Sheridan pointedly ridiculed what Mr. Beaufoy 

'had said relative to the distinction between the 
land officer, and the officer upon water, remark- 
ing that he supposed he was to consider the latter 
as a kind of amphibious animal — a sort of web- 

. footed exciseman, who was the only corrupt officer ; 
whereas, in his opinion, the officer on land was full 
as liable to temptation as when he was afloat. Mr. 
Sheridan next directed his arguments against the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and contended, that 
^^by his having admitted that this was the same ques- 
tion as that brought forward before, and declaring 
he agreed to the principles laid down by his right 
honorable friend, he, in fact, admitted, the to- 
bacco act was neither explained nor amended by 
the present bill. He said it was evident that the 
|)ill afforded the manufacturers no. sort of relief 
whatever. The bill, he said, permitted the mana^ 
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facturers to have a liquid dye necessary to the ma- ' 
nufactare, but it forbade them to have the ingre- 
dients to make it ; ivhich was just like letting a ' 
painter make a green colour, but forbidding him ; 
the use of red and yellow. 

The bill of indulgence, as the right honorable 
gentleman had termed it, was a mere mockery ; and 
the arguments respecting the house of Sales and 
Pollard, and the decreases and increases, were un- 
fair and fallacious. 

Mr, Beaufinf and Mr, Pitt followed^ 

Mr. Sheridan rose again to controvert Mr. Pitt's 
argument, and an altercation of some continuance 
took place, the gentleman on the other side of the 
house repeating the charge relative to what had 
been said about increases, connected with the names 
of Sales and Pollard in a former debate, and the 
gentleman on the other side as often denying it. 

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Sheridan were both upon their legs several 
times each. 

At length the Speaker put an end to the dispute, by calling Mrl 
Sheridan to order, 

T7U house elivided — a^/es (for the commtment) 73; noes 1^1^ 



AvtLih 30. 

EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

T%e order of the day being read. Sir Watkin Lewes moved to 
bring up a clmise, afforaing an optional right of a trial by jury, or 
by the eommismners, 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the right honorable 
and learned gentleman (the Attoriiey-General) had 
gone into an elaborate praise of trial by jury, in 
the very moment he was endeavouring to persuade 
the house to reject a clause calculated to extend 
the benefit of that mode of trial to a very numer- 
ous description of subjects ! This was of a piece 
with the general conduct of those who supported 
every extension of the excise laws j — they admitted 
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them to be an exception £o the constitution — they 
declared them an evil repugnant to principles of 
personal freedom, and they, nevertheless, voted for 
them. The right honorable and learned gentleman 
had stated four cases, in which the defendants had 
obtained verdicts against the crown; and one of 
them, he said, was a cause tried againt a per- 
son who was a maker of smugglers. That men 
were made smugglers, and not born such, he was 
ready to admit ; — but he must contend, that men 
were made smugglers by act of parliament, and in 
that manner only. The right honorable and learned 
gentleman, amidst the extraordinary praises h^ had 
been so lavish in bestowing on juries, had said, that 
in this case of the maker of smugglers, though he 
and all the court were much surprised at it, the jury 
bad found for the defendant; but that, although 
he considered the judgment as capricioi^, he was 
^lad of it, as it proved the independency of the 
jury. That was rather a singular mode of panegy- 
.rizing juries, because he could not conceive that 
a jury being independent of all regard to evidence^ 
f truth, and justice, was a sort of independence very 
I much to their credit. The house, Mr. Sheridan 
trusted, would do him the justice to recollect, 
that when he lately had occasion to discuss the 
question of the excise laws at some length, he had 
declared that, with respect to applying the trial 
by jury ^ the single instance of excise on tobacco, 
if that jidea was thrown out by way of lore or de- 
coy, h^ should resist it ; not thinking the trial by 
jury a desirable matter, unless a previous revisal of 
the excise laws was entered upon, with a view to 
a general reform of that system. This was his 
opinion upon the subject ; but the clause which had 
been moved, having for its object the applying the 
trial by jury to the excise on tobacco, he certainly 
could not hesitate a moment as to his acceptance of 
the ofifisr. 

On theqwMum bang jmf, thehmte dmded--mfes^; notslWi 
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POSlVHORSi: FARMING BTXL. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the produce of th« 
duty, since it had been farmed out, was not greater* 
than it mig'ht reasonably have been expected to 
have been, had the collection been continued in the 
hands of the commissioners of stamps. Mr. Sheri- 
dan went into a variety of calculations and arithme- 
tical statements, for the .purpose of shewing that 
eleven thousand pounds were the utmost tlmt could 
be said to be the surplus of the produce of the duty 
for the year 1789, over the produce for the year 
1788. 

The bM was committed. 



May 3. 

AFFAIRS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Mr. Bcfttgkton Rouu (according to orAr) reported from the 
committee ojthe whole house ^ to whom it was referred^ to consider of 
the several accounts and papers which had been presented to the house 
in February and March lastjrom the Directors of the East India 
Company i the resolutions which the committee had directed him to 
report to the lords; which he read in his place, and afterwards deli- 
vered in at the table. On the question, *' that the resolutions be read 
a second time/* Mr, Ttemey rose, and moved, *• that the report be 
re~committed ;*' declaring his reasons for doing so were founded upon 
a partial representation, comprehending onty one peri of the Com- 
pany's qffktirs, and that, if agreed to by- the house f they might mis- 
lead the public, and persuade individuals to embark thtir property 
on what would appear to be good security with a growing profit t 
whilst, in reality, it was only a delusive andrvmous speculgHon* 

Mr. Sheridan expressed himself astonished at 
the declaration of the right honorable and learned^ 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas), that be did not bold him- 
self accountable to tibe bouse for the whole static of 
the Company's affairs. The right honorable and 
learned gentleman, be conGeived, had not in thi» 
declaration done himself justice, beeause he held 
in his band a speech of the right, honorable ^nd 
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learned gentleman, which he could rely oh, as it was 
too correct for a newspaper report, though those 
reports were frequently very accurate; In fact 
(Mr. Sheridan said), he considered the speech to have 
been furnished by the right honorable gentleman 
himself, and a few printed for the use of his friends. 
He had, however, the good fortune to procure a 
copy. He then read a paragraph from the printed 
speech in question, in which Mr. Dundas stated, 
•* whenever any person came forward, as he then 
did, to move for leave to bring in a bill enabling 
the Company to encrease their capital by the loan 
of a million, he was bound to state their entire 
situation ;" and yet (observed Mr. Sheridan), not- 
withstanding the excellent doctrine, contained in 
the paragraph I have read, the right honorable gen- 
tleman now says, ** I shew you only part of the 
question, and this shall be the political state of the 
Company's concerns." • Mr. Sheridan insisted, that 
the house had not a fair account, unless they had 
an account of the commercial as well as of the ter- 
ritorial affairs of the Company. Mr. Sheridan took 
notice of a part of Mr. Baring's speech, who had 
asked somewhat ironically, if Mr. Tierney's repre- 
sentations were just, whether the Company ought to 
approach Government and beg them either to suffer 
the Company to give up their charter, or to allow 
them a premium for carrying on a disadvantageous 
trade ? That irony might sound well, and it might 
be true that the trade was a disadvantageous one ; 
but, nevertheless, there were reasons which might 
make it worth the Company's while to carry on a 
losing trade. The honorable gentleman, he ob- 
served, had said, that the four millions which the 
Company had borrowed, were sunk in the China 
trade ; and, therefore, he considered it as no debt ; 
that being the case, Mr. Sheridan said, he wished to 
know whether the tea trade had been a profitable 
or a disadvantageous branch of commerce? and as 
they were to have a discussion on the subject of the 



1790.] 301 

commutation act previously to the conclusion of the 
session, lip should postpone until that period, his 
remarks upon the subject. 

Mr. Sheridan rose again to entreat the house, and 
especially the right Iionorable gentleman opposite 
to him (Mr. Pitt), seriously to attend to the act of 
1783, enabling the Treasury to assist the East India 
Company, by suffering them to raise money on ex» 
chequer bills for 300,000/. It appeared to him 
(Mr. Sheridan said) that the right honorable gen- 
tleman and the lords of the treasury had acted in 
direct violation of the law. He explained this by. 
shewing, that the conditions of the bill expressly 
were, that the company were to repay the money 
before they appropriated any of their receipts to 
other purposes; whereas the right honorable gen-* 
tleman had suffered the Company to pay off part of 
their debt claimed by government (but not acknow«« 
ledged by the Company), and had let them evade 
the payment of the money raised under the act in 
question. Now, as that gave the right honorable 
gentleman and the lords of the treasury no discre- 
tionary powers respecting the debt, he could not 
but consider it as a collusion on the part of the right 
honorable gentleman, in order to swell the yearly 
amount of his budget. He desired, therefore, to 
ask by what authority the right honorable gentle- 
man had continued to countenance such a c<dlasion ? 

Mr» Pitt said, he was not prepared to answer that ^sHon, nor 
andd/ram so sudden a declaration say, whether any siubseguent act 
of parliament had given the Dreasury any discretionary authority at 
not. He would allow that the question was impartflnt, and if the 
honorable gentleman thought it a matter fit for separate discussion, 
he would be ready to meet it whenever it mould be brought forward, 
certainly conceiving that the present was, by no means, a proper time 
for it. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that one reason why he 
urged it then was, that the debt had been ins€»rted, 
year after year, in the statement of the Company's 
accounts. 
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Mr. put amwarid, thai ij there Ufas atsy colhuian mi eitker side, 
a wag iother extraardmmy thai the debt should have been publicly 
stated year after year, 

Mr. Sheridan replied it wa8 true, that the debt 
was stated, bot always crossed oat of the ac- 
count, before the account had been presented to the 
house. 

il/r. Baring declared, that he really did not recollect haw the 
matter ^f the exchequer bills stood. 

At length the question wasput, ^ That the report be recommitted,'^ 
when it was negatived^ The resolutions were then read a second 
time, and agreed to. 



May 10. 

SiR BENJAMIN HAMMET'S MOTION RELATIVE 
TO THE SENTENCES OF BURNING WOMEN 
CONVICTEl> OF CERTAIN CRIMES. 

Sir Benjamin Hammet stated, that it having been his official duty 
to attend on the melancholy occasion of seeing the dreadful sen- 
tence put in execution, he had then designed to bting in a Mil to 
make aum alteration : Mhe did not clmse to venture the measure 
till he had consulted and received the approbafion of some high 
authorities in the law, which was now the case. The judgment of 
burning alive, applied to women for certain crimes, was the savage 
remains of Norman policy^ and msgraoodaur statutes, as the prac- 
tice did ikt commm hta. He autintained^ that the sheriff' who did 
not eaeevte tUs sentence ^burning aUve, woe liable to a prosecution ; 
tntt, he thanked Heaven, ^at tlwre was not an Englishman to be 
Jound, whose humanity did not exaititseif above the severity of the sen^ 
tence, and who did not choose to run the risk, rather than attend to 
the Utter of the judgment. He repeated the sentences verbatim, 
which were given upon men end women for the same crime, 

UPON MEN. 

**Tohe drawn upon a hurdle to the place of execution, and there 
to be hanged by the neck till he is deadJ' 

tJyON WOMEN. 

** To be drawn upon a hurdle to the place of execution, and there 
to be burned with fire till she be dead/' 

He desired the house to consider the influence of the husband upon 
his wife) and that, in many other crimes, the laws made no provision 
for it At this moment, a mj&man lay in Newgate convicted far 
causing: but the iesamed BjBCorder had not ma£ his remrt; and 
the Sner^ applied to him that morning, expressing his feelings upon 
the occasion, and r^oidng in the hopes that the ml m^htpassmta 
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« btff. Be iedred to remind the kmue, that U was proved, by ex- 
periemxt that the ihaeking jmmshment did not prevetU the crime. 
Formerly, the men weresentenced to be quartered, in addition to their 
other punishment, and he supposed it arose from delicacy that the 
women were to be burnt ; mit now, the sentence of quartering wai 
not the judgment, and Mfor which he contended was, that women 
should not receive a more dreadful punishment than ^ men, tpho 
might influence the uwmen to the commission of the crime. He would 
use no more arguments. He trusted that the bill wanted not the 
force of oratory or eloquence to cause it to be received ; for, Ae had no 
doubt, but the house would go with him in the cause of hmanUy. 
He would notf therefore, troubh the house longer, but begged to be 
permtted to move for leave to bring in a bill **for altering the sen^ 
tence of burning women attainted and convicted of certain crimes, 
and siAstituting other punishments in lieu thereof," 

Mr. Sherib AN Wished the motion to be worded 
more generally, and that the description of the bill 
might extend to all women convicted of high or 
petty treason ; declaring^ that if it should be neces- 
sary to narrow the object of the bill, there would 
be sufficient opportunities of doing so in the com- 
mittecy and at difSerent stages of the progress of the 
bill. 

The motion passed ufithout amendment. 

SITPPI-Y. 

Mr. Pitt rose to move a vote of credit for a milium, to enable Hit 
Mqjedy to act as the exigency of affmrs might require. With the 
large sums, already voted, and the use 4f the mmysy whid Hie Ma- 
jesty would then have ait command^ a vote of credit for a mHIion 
would be suficieni. Mr. Pitt ^explained the nature of some dams, 
which the merchants and others, who had property in Gisorgia, so 
far back as 11 QS, fairly had upon government, in consequence of that 
province being ceded by the treaty of peace; and he concluded with 
moeing, 

** TTiat it is the opinion ^thk committee, that a sum not exceed- 
ing one miUion be granted to His Majesty, to enabh His Mmesty 
to take such measures, and to mdeeouih augmentation to his forces 
by sea and land, as the exigenci^ of affairs may require.** 

" That the sum o/ £49,653 lis. Qd. be granUd to His Majesty 
for the relief of merchants, and other persons, interested in Ian A 
within the late provinee of Georgia."* 

The motion having been read a first and second time, an the ques^ 
tion, ** That the Chairman do report the same to the house,'^ 

Mr- Sheridan remarked, the right honorable gen- 
lleman (tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer), when he 
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stated Aiis observations on His Majesty's messag^e to 
the house, bad expressed a hope, that we should still 
be able to accommodate the matters in question be- 
tween the courts of Madrid and Great Britain, 
without being driven to the necessity of going to 
war ; a hope in which they must all most cordially 
concur. But although It was right to follow up 
dieir address to His Majesty of last week with a 
vote of supply, and not leave the address as a mere 
matter of profession, Mr. Sheridan said, he wished 
to know if, on the event of war being commenced^ 
the right honorable gentleman would find it neces- 
sary to have a committee of supply again ? 

Tkt two retolutians passed. 

UOAN TO THE EAST-TNDTA COMPANY. 

Mr. Sheriban adverting to the loan of Exche- 
quer bills for 300,000/. to the East-India Company, 
remarked that possibly, the right honorable gentle* 
man might have been otherwise employed for the 
last two or three days, than to have had an opportu- 
nity of attending to the subject; if not, he should be 
glad to know how the right honorable gentleman 
found the matter upon enquiry. 

Mr. Pitt answered^ thai he really had not had tm opportunity 
4^ Mending to the circumstance ; liut if the right honorable gentle- 
man conceived that there was any thing in it, on which he ought to 
make a motiaUf the most regular way would he to submit one on the 
subfect. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he would submit one 
on the subject on the ensuing Friday. 



May 11. 
POST HORSE DUTY BIIX. 

The order for the third reading of this bill being read, 

Mr. Sheridan again moved his clause to oblige 
the farmers of the duty to declare upon oath, the an* 
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nual produce of their respective districts. Without 
some clause to this effect, the public, he contended, 
could not reap the full advantsj^'e of the bill, because 
the produce of the several distncts being known only 
to those who farmed them, no advance could be ex- 

5ected on the price at which they were first let. 
!^he farmers were to be considered in the light of 
public accountants, and might fairly be called on to 
give an account of money collected from the public. 

Mr, L H. Browne contended, that it was impossible to call upon 
Men to declare on oath what they had a strong temptation to conceal, 
more especially under circumstances which rendered it extremely 
difficult to discover whether they had declared the truth or not, so 
as to found an indictment for perjury He could not consider the 
farmers in the light of public accountants, nor agree to an tn^m- 
tion into private property. And, finally, would not bid high for 
that of whkh they were obliged to give an account upon oath. 

Mr. Shetidan said, the bill empowered the far- 
mers to call upon all persons engaged in letting 
post-horses, to answer, on oath, who had a very 
great temptation in the way of interest, to swear 
fsdsely. If the honorable gentleman's objection 
went merely to a wanton use of oaths, he ought to 
object to the bill entirely. The farmers must, ne- 
cessarily, be considered as public accountants. The 
oath proposed, was, at least, a safer oath than any 
other authorized by the bill ; and without it, or 
something equivalent to it, the public would not 
reap the niU benefit of the bill. 

The question wa^ put, and the clause refected wUhoui u dimdtm. 
TRADB TO NOOTKA SOUND. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he had a motion to make, 
which he knew not whether he had worded pro- 
perly ; but the purport of it was, to obtain informa- 
tion whether the trade to Nootka Sound, and the 
ftettlement forming, or intended to be formed there, 
was undertaken under the sanction and authority of 

fbL, zi, X 
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government, or merely as an enterprize of private 
persons, 

Mr. put wished the moHan to be patpaned, till the tufomut" 
tian promised in His Majesty's answer to the address could be laid 
before the house: Licences to trade to Nootka Sound had been 
granted: and he knew of no authoritwfor that^ or any other pur- 
pose, but such as those lieenceseontaiMea* 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that what the house had 
now heard, that the settlement was a private enter- 
prize, was very material. 

Mr, Pitt contended^ that whether the settlement was or was not 
private enterprize, there could be no dffubt that it was incumbent on 
the honour of the country to demand saHsf action for any insult or 
if^ury offered to its gu^ecti, whether in their private capacity of 
traders, or acting under the more immediate sanction of government. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that if the ri^ht honor- 
able gentleman meant to insinuate, that he did not 
think the country bound in honor to protect every 
subject from insmt or injury, he had put a construc- 
tion on the words which they would not bear* 

7ne motion was poetponed, 

MR. HASTIKGS'S TRIAL* 

ilfr. Burke called the attention of the house to a motion hehaflto 
offer upon the subject of the protracted continuance of the trial. 
After some observations upon the petition presented by Ian Hastings 
to the house of lords, he adverted to what Tie conceived to be iheprm* 
dpal causes of its not haviw been brought to a speedier conclusion: 
the first was, the detemdnaUon of the house of lords, obtained at the 
instafice of Mr. Hastings, to proceed upon all the artioles of charge 
before tha/ came to any discusrion: another was, that the coustsel for 
Mr. Hastings, had insisted upon reading papers at large, instead of 
extracts ; b& what oceasiohea, perhaipsjtne ^eatest deuof^ was, thai 
the managers were not made acquainted with the grounds md ex- 
tent of the principles on whkhthe decisions of the houseof lords were 
made respecting the admissibility of evidence. This made it isi^pos^ 
siblefor them to know how far the next questions, which they in- 
tended to put, might, or mught not, militate against those prin- 
ciples. He conclmed, by moving the following resolution. '' JM 
the house tMng into consideratum the interruptions occasioned hf 
the occupations of the judges and the house (/lords ; as also, me 
impediments winch have occurred^ or may occur in the course of the 
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trial of the impeachment of Warren Ha$Hng$^ Esq. ; doth, tpithma 
meanmg to tmndon the truth or imfortance of the charges^ autho" 
rise the managers of their said impeaaiment, to insist only upon such, 
, andso many of the said charges as shall appear to them the most con- 
ducive to obtaining speedy and effectual, jmtice against the said 
Warren Haaings^ — Second, '* that the commons of Great Britain 
in parliament. ass^nbUd, from a regard to their own honor, and from 
the duty which they owe to all the commons of Great Britain, in 
whose name, as well as in their own, they act in the public prosecu- 
tions by them carried on before the house of lords, are bound to per- 
severe in their impeachment against Warren Hastings, late Governor- 
General of Bengal, until judgment may be obtained upon the most 
invportant articUs in the same J' 

Mr, Pitt did not oppose the $notion. 

The Master rf the RoUs, thought it would be more adviseable t0 
make the motion general, and to follow that precisely which had been 
adopted in the case of Lord Macclesfield. He read a copy of thai 
motion, and though he confessed it was not so ably worded as the right 
honorable gentleman's, yet he conceived it preferable, as there was ne 
occasion to assign a reason; the doing ^ which would be Uable to 
comment* 

Mr. Sheridan contended that the difference of the 
circumstances of the two impeachments made the 
<&stinction between the two motions sufficiently 
clear. In the impeachment of the Earl of Mans- 
field, the managers were armed with the authority 
in qnestion, in the first iiurtance ; it was therefore 
unnecessary to assign a reason. The honorable and 
learned gentleman should observe, that in the pre- 
sent impeachment, they had now passed almost three 
years without obtaining their object. On which 
special account, it was necessary to assign a reason 
for giving firesh authorities to the managers. Nor 
did his right honorable friend's motion appear to 
him in any part of it objectionable ; it conveyed no 
insinuation ; far surely it was no insinuation to state 
that the judges were obliged, in discharge of their 
official duty, to leave town, and do the business of 
their several circuits. 

7%e house divided: ayes 48 ; noes 31* 
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May 14. 
sxchequer bills lent to the east-india 

COMPANY. 

Mr. Sheriban, adverting to the exchequer bills 
lent to the East-India Company, remarked that he 
should take up but a short time of the house in the 
discussion of a subject rather of a dry nature, but 
which nevertheless would afford some information, 
and was indeed very interesting to those who duly 
considered the importance of preserving the national 
credit. New events had lately made other matters 
give place, and those new events had produced new 
doctnnes, which in the eyes of some might render 
his motion objectionable. He declared, however, 
that he was oot one of those who, in the first mo- 
ment of a probability of hostilities, thought the mi- 
nister entitled to that unlimited confidence which 
they had lately heard so much of, as well as that 
an inquisitive house of commons was the worst 
enemy the country could have. Neither did he 
think that at such a moment every thing of a nature 
distinct from the important topic which rendered 
military preparations necessary, was to give way, 
and that they were to take it for granted, the mi- 
nister had so much upon his hands that he ought 
not to be expected to listen to. any other business 
whatsoever. There were matters certainly, which, 
though unconnected with the subject, that had so 
much engaged the public attention within the last 
ten days, were very essential objects of considera- 
tion, and well worthy the attention of that house. 
That which he intended to bring forward was one 
of them. It was impossible to mention the matter 
without recurring to what he had so often com- 
plained of to the mode of temporizing which the 
right honorable gentleman had adopted ever since 
1786, instead of Stirly stating to the public what the 
real situation of their finances was, that system of 
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concealment for the sake of making the public be*' 
lieve their affairs were better than they really were, 
and then having recourse to expedients from tihie 
to time, to enable the business of government to be 
carried on. That this appeared to be the system 

Eursued TMr. Sheridan said) was an opinion which 
e would still maintain, notwithstanding the use 
that might be made of it, and the clamour that 
might be raised against all who thought as he did, 
and who might be represented to the public as hold- 
ing language dangerous and depreciating. It might 
be said, that when it ought to be the common in-' 
terest of all to raise the spirits of the people, by re- 
presenting their affairs in the best lignt, they were 
running them down to the disadvantage of the 
public, and the encouragement of our enemies. 
None of those imputations, Mr. Sheridan declared, 
would ever make him shrink from wl^at he thought 
his duty. Be it peace, or be it war, he would con- 
tinue to state things as they really were, not having 
a doubt upon his mind but that by so doing, by pub- 
lishing to that house, to the people at large, and 
consequently to the whole world, our real situation, 
we should oe best enabled to extricate ourselves 
out of any difficulty or embarrassment which might 
arise, and best secure the national safety. Conceal- 
ment might serve a temporary purpose, but in the 
end the consequence must prove mischievous in the 
extreme. If parliament were not to look into the' 
state of their affairs from time to time, they had 
better, instead of voting a million, rely at once on 
the minister for the business of parliament, let him 
make war, conduct it just as he thought fit, grant 
him whatever he asked for, and when it was ended, 
let him say he would settle the accounts when it 
suited him, and in the manner he liked best Mr/ 
Sheridan at length proceeded to the main object of 
his motion, and desired that the clause of the act of 
1783, which contained the condition of the public^s 
paying off the exchequer bills, if not paid by tho 
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East-India Company by the 5tb df April, 1786, 
might be read. This being read, he observed, that 
be had agreed entirely with the honorable baronet 
(Sir Grey Cooper) behind him, who had first drawn' 
bis attention to the subject, and whose observations 
were at all times well worthy attention, that in suf- 
fering those exchequer bills to remain unpaid to 
thi£( day, government had acted directly contrary 
to law. He mentioned the two sums of 300,000/. 
and 200,000/. paid into the exchequer in the year 
1789 and 1790, by the East-India Company, on 
account of demands made on them by government, 
but not acknowledged by themselves, and con- 
tended, that out of those sums the exchequer bills in 
question ought to have been paid off; for the act of 
parliament expressly stated, that if the East-India 
Company were to .fail in their engagement, the 
public should take it upon themselves, and the ex- 
chequer bills should become a charge upon the sink- 
ing fund. He asked, had this been done? Cer- 
tainly not ; and therefore he asserted that the law 
broken by government as it had been by the East- 
India Company. The bank also, in continuing the 
loan, set a dangerous precedent, and if followed, it 
would lead ultimately to a national bankruptcy. 
There were three parties in thi& business, the East 
India Company, who was the borrower of the 
money; the public, who gave the security; and 
the Bank, who advanced it; but the right honorable 
gentleman was personally interested in it, because 
it was his duty to see that the act was complied 
with, and the naoney paid before the 5th of April, 
1786. Wheil, on opening his budget, the right ho- 
norable gentleman had stated, that he had taken 
the a00,000/. paid by the East-India Company for 
duties as part of the inconfle of the year, he could 
not fairly say he had gained 300,000/. but that 
he had borrowed so much. All the confusion 
which had occurred in this business, and all the 
difficulties which the right honorable gentleman 
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had found it necessary for four years back 
to encoiinti^r, ^Mr. Sheridan maintained) had 
been owing to wnat he had so often lamented to the 
right honorable gentleman's fatal and unfortunate 
error, in not having made his stand in 1786» an4 
brought forward the affairs of the country as they 
really were, and taken the proper and effectual 
means of making the national income equal to the 
expenditure, either by an adequate reduction of the 
establishments, or by having recourse to some mode 
of encreasing our income, it wsus the more to be 
lamented that the right hoBorable gentleman had 
not done so in 1786, because, perhaps, in the an- 
nals of the country, no minister ever could have 
taken such a step under such peculiar advantages. 
The right honorable gentleman at that time had an 
Ojpposition calling upon him to take such a step, and 
willing to support him in it, willing also, as far as 
an opposition could, to share in^the responsibility of 
the measure ; the right honorable gentleman nad 
likewise the advantage of a confiding house of com- ^ 
mens, and what was still a farther advantage, it was 
well known to every person that the right honor- 
ableg entleman had not had the smallest share in 
having occasioned the burthens under which the 
people then labored. Instead of having done what 
he nad just described, the right honorable gentle- 
man had kept back the true state of affairs, and ever 
since proceeded on a sytem of expedients. Mr. 
Sheridan declared, that in consequence of the situa- 
tion of affairs, and from other considerations, he had 
charged his intended mode of proceeding, but he 
would read to the house five or six resolutions, from 
which the house would, at one view, collect all the 
facts that formed the features of the business. (He 
here read six resolutions, rtating, that the East-India 
company had been enabled by parliament to bor- 
row 300,000/. that the public lent exchequer bills 
for that by way of collateral security to the Bank of 
England ; that the engagement was^ that if the said 
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bills were not discharged on' or before the 5th of 
April, 1786, the amount of the bills was to become a 
<;harge upon the Sinking Fund, and to be provided 
for out of the first aids of the year which should be 
Toted after the 5th of April ; that the bills were not 
discharged before that day, and that they yet remain 
undischarged. Those resolutions Mr. Sheridan 
said) he had intended to move, but he would content 
himself with moving a single one, to which he con- 
ceived there could be no sort of objection, as it 
would strengthen the hands of the right honorable 
gentleman, and enable him to manage future loans 
with the Bank with greater ease. " He then moved, 
" that the East-India Company to pay ofi^ the ex- 
chequer bills for 300,000/. lent them in 1788, on or 
before the 5th day of January next." 

Mr. Sheridan rose again and contended that the 
bank, by their conduct, had gone near to forfeit 
their charter. He read an abstract from the act of 
William and Mary, to prove that the bank had no 
right to suspend a demand on government, through 
a convention with the Treasury-; and he remarked 
I that the law of the land expressly forbade the bank 
i from making any loan to government, without the 
• knowledge and approbation of parliament. If by 
such an indirect way, the bank could assist govern- 
ment, and evade the act of King William, that act 
would become nugatory, and one of the first and 
leading principles in the bill of rights undermined 
and subverted. The East India Company never 
could pay the amount of the exchequer bills to the 
bank. By the statute the money was bound to be 
paid into the exchequer, and there to be reserved, 
till the bills were brought and cancelled as dis- 
charged. 

Mr. Pitt appealed to ike chair, and to the house, whether under 
the pretence of speaking in explanation, it was regular for the honor- 
able gentleman to make a series of new assertions, totally foreign to 
the subject in discussion, and^ which must necessarily call assertions 
in contradiction from him, and unavoidably create another Debate. 
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Mr. Sheridan rose again, and after a few more 
words, was called to order by the chair. Mr. She- 
ridan then observed, that after what bad passed, he 
was detomined to move all the resolutions which he 
had read to the house. 

The question was put, in consequence of the previous question 
'hatfing been moved, " That the question on this resolution be now 
put," when the house divided: ayes 39; noes 70. The previous 
question was also carried on the other resolutions, three excepted. 



May 17. 

SIX WEEKS LICENCE BILL. 

Mr. Rose moved several resolutions. After they had been all car^ 
tied, 

Mr. Sheridan complained against the practice 
of receiving reports on the same day that the com- 
mittees sat ; and the system of procrastination which 
he charged ministers with pursuing, in respect to 
the public business this session, in like manner as it 
had been customary for them to do in every session, 
declaring that their system clearly was to put off 
every great and interesting concern till it was im- 
possible to procure either the necessary attendance 
or attention to the subject. The mace had been on 
and off the table every quarter of an hour the whole 
day, as if they were at boys play, instead of being 
engaged in the dispatch of serious and important 
public business. He asked what their constituents 
would think of such conduct, and so shameful a 
mode of proceeding ? 

Mr. Rose declared that he never intended to move that the reatf^ 
lutions should be reported that day, it being directly contrary to the 
established practice of the house to receive a report of any resolutions 
relative to duties imposed on the subject, on the same day on which 
they were voted. With regard to the imputed system ofprocrastinof 
tion, he utterly denied that any such system w(k pursued. The pub* 
lie business had, throughout the session, been brought forward oi 
early, and with as much expedition as, in the nature ^ each case, was 
practicable. In respect to the mace having been frequently taken off 
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ihe table that day, and reports af Camadiieu made immediately ^ he 
had only moved that one report of a committee of Ihe day be received^ 
' and that was, on the mbfect of a bill, to which there was not^ as he 
understood, the smallest objection — the bill for the relief of the coast- ' 
ing trade. As to the number of the bills introduced, he had, he bC" 
limd, had the honor to introduce three, and no more; and those 
were, as their titles sufficiently shewed, bills which could not, in the 
nature of things^ have been introduced sooner. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the bill just alluded 
to was as important as, and perhaps the most im* 
portant of, any one bill introduced that session. 
What he complained of was, that a bill of such 
magnitude had not been introduced when the house 
was more fully attended, and when gentlemen could 
pay it the consideration it deserved. He was glad, 
however, late as it was, that some notice was at 
length about to be taken of the numerous petitions 
on the table, complaining of a noble lord's (Hawkes- 
bury) famous Manifest Sill ; and that some redress 
was to be afforded to those who suffered under its 
oppressions, which he understood were great. The 
honorable gentleman had observed that he had only 
brought in three bills that day. He, perhaps, had 
forgotten that a noble lord, who had just left the 
house, went away after having performed his task, 
and laid his pile of bills upon the table ; that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had also introduced 
several ; and therefore, though it had been left to 
the honorable gentleman last of all to throw in his 
share, and add to the heap, the number collectively 
was great, and considering the period of the ses- 
sion, he must repeat it, an additional instance of the 
shameful system adopted by the present administra- 
tion, of procrastinating the most important public 
business to the end of the session* 

Mr. Rosedenkdnot only that th^ noble lord (Hawkesbury) had 
any thing to dowUh the bm in question, though he had, deservedly , 
abtakud great credit for his assistance in respect to another btUp 
hut that the bill for therdief of the coasting trade was at all con- 
nected with the manned Bin. The latter referred to ships employed 
in foreign trade, and not coiuiing vessels. 

The resofutiona were agreed to, and the report ordered to he re- 
€eived upon the morrow. 
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May 26. 

TONTINES. 

Mr. Pittmoved^'' That the act of the 29 Geo. 3rf. cap. 41. (rela- 
tive to tontines) be read* He next moved " That the house reaolve it- 
telf into a committee on the said act*'* These motions were agreed to* 
Mr. Pitt observed thai the tontine had original^ been proposed as an 
experiment ; and, at the time, it had appeared to him a reasonable 
expectation, that it would have proved of equal advantage to the pub- 
lie and the subscribers. It had, however, turned out that this had 
not been the case ; and although the tontine originalli/ bore a pre- 
mium, it had since been at a considerable discount, and if persisted 
in according to the original terms, the individuals who had taken the 
whole of it must sustain a very considerable loss. The plan he Imd to 
propose would, he was aware, appear rather complicated at first 
sight, but when examined and considered, he trustea that the mode 
of carrying it into execution and effect would be found easy and sim- 
ple* It was not necessary for him, in that stage of the business, to 
so into a minute detail of the calculations on which his plan would 
te found to be practicable: it woulS suffice for him generally to state 
the outline, which was to give those who held the shares of the tontine 
an option of exchanging it for long annuities, and to empower the 
commissioners of the treasury to mmnnate to the shares tMch might 
be vacant when the period ff nomination to shares should expire, 
which would-be in October next, and to hold the same for thepmlie* 
By these means gentlemen would see that faith would be kept with the. 
persons whose lives were already interested, the original subscribers 
t/D&uld be rescued from the risque they ai present ran, in consequence 
of a speculation, which, prima facie, had undoubtedly been a laud-- 
able one, and the publiif itself would be no sitfferer. Mr. Pitt eon» 
eluded with moving a resolution, the purport of which was, to au- 
thorise the holders of d^tres in the tontine to have their skare ex- 
changed for an equal pertum of long animity, an application for 
thai piisrpose to the head cashier of the hank. 

Mr. Sheridan observedy that be believed that 
he was justified in coacljgiding that it h^^d been evi- 
dent to the house, on the right honorable gentle- 
man's first stating of his design, to relieve tha orir- 
ginal subscribers to tha tontine, that it was a matter 
of very great nicety. It was lifcewise evideiit» frow 
what he had just said, that the right honorable ge^« 
tleman had changed his plan, and abandoned th0 
ground he had first taken ; W he could QOt but 
think that the right honorable gentleman had over<- 
stated the risque which the original subscribers bad 
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encountered ; it was true, that the tontine had been 
for some time at a discount, but it ought to be re- 
collected, that when it first came into the market, 
it bore a premium ; taking, therefore, both these 
matters into consideration, the subscribers might 
not have sustained so much loss as the right honor- 
able gentleman seemed to wish to impress the com- 
mittee with an idea of. In fact, the more they 
thought upon the business, the more the difficulty of 
doing equal justice would be found to be, and he 
feared that it must ultimately be acknowledged to 
be insurmountable. The right honorable gentleman 
had made three propositions ; first, that relief should 
beg^ven to the original subscribers j next, that the 
public should be no losers by afibrding that relief; 
and lastly, that the present holders of shares should 
have the same advantages secured to them, as they 
had a right to look for when they nominated to the 
said shares. It was, he admitted, clearly made 
out, that the first object would be answered by the 
right honorable gentleman's plan— -that the original 
subscribers would be relieved, and also that the 
public would not be losers; but it did not, Mr. 
Sheridan said, appear ^ him that the present 
holders of shares would have the public faith kept 
with them, or that they would remain in as advan- 
tageous a situation as they had a right to expect, con- 
sidering the conditions of the tontine at the time 
when they subscribed for shares. Mr« Sheridan ex- 
plained the grounds of his opinion, by stating, that 
if the commissioners of the Treasury were to nomi- 
nate to such shares of the tontine as should be vacant 
in October, they naturally would not name bad 
lives, but the veiT best which they could select; 
and in that case the holders of shares, who might 
chuse to keep their shares, would not standthesame 
advantageous chance as they would, in all probabi- 
lity, have stood, had lives been promiscuously no- 
minated, according to the original plan, when some 
purchasers of shares would have nominated them- 
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selves, others their children, others their connections 
and friends, as their own views of their individual 
interests, their whim, their vanity, their self-love, 
or any other prevalent motive of their minds might 
have dictated, and regulated them in their choice. 

Mr. Pitt expressed his bdief, that if the honorable gentleman had 
examined his own obfection, he could not but be of opinion that he 
would find that it did not apply, 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that he had stated a dif- 
ficulty, not an objection ; ai^d the more it was exa- 
mined, the more insurmountable he was convinced 
it would be found. He then re-urged his argu- 
ment ; and after asserting, that unless each indivi- 
dual holder of a share of the tontine would come 
and signify his consent to the proposed plan, he 
should consider the holders of shares in general to 
be injured, declared that he would reserve any 
further discussion of the subject till the bill should 
be before the house. 

The guestion was put, and the resolution agreed to. 



TONTINE BIIX. 



The order of the day for the second reading of this bill having 
been moved to be discharged, 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his hopes that he 
might, fortunately, make some impression upon the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), when he de- 
clared, that the more he considered the nature of 
the bill, the more he was convinced that the prece- 
dent would prove dangerous, and not to be, recon- 
ciled to the great object of securing the original 
holders of shares in the tontine, who meant to ad- 
here to their shares. If gentlemen would turn their 
attention to it, he was convinced they /would see 
that it ought to be rejected, and therefore, he trusted 
that the right honorable gentleman would not at- 
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tempt to move that the bill be committed before the 
ensuing Tuesday or Wednesday. 

Mr. Pitt magmed thai the honorable gentleman had not been 
preoent in the house, the preceding day, or he would have heard him 
otate, thai, as he conceived wMtever oUections there might be 
^ agmnst the bill, they would go rather to me regulatume it contained^ 
' and the appHcatUm of the principle of the biU, ^an to the pr in ciple 
iiaelf; he meant to move that it be comndtted the approaemng Tues- 
day. 



June 2. 

TONTINE BIIX. 

The report of the committee on this biU having been brought mp^ 
the amendments were read a first and second time, and several nem 
ones proposed. 

Mr. Sheridan persisted in his idea, that if the 
situation of the original contributors to the tontine, 
and holders of shares were changed at all, no mat* 
ter whether from good or worse, it was an insur- 
mountable objection ; and that, before the house 
adopted the principle of the bill, they ought to be 
assured that each individual, interested as he had 
described, ^ve his assent to the conditions which 
the bill tended to authorize and enforce. Mr. She- 
ridan proposed that the names of the subscribers 
who should, at the period of nomination, be found 
desirous of adhering to their shares, should be taken 
to fill up the vacancies in the several classes. 

Mr. Pitt contended that the honorable gentleman's proporitian 
would, on the very grounds on which they had been so long argu- 
iuf, be Ht^le to the greatest olpection of any, as, in that ease, the 
original contributors to the tontine, and the holders of shares, mmt 
be deprived of the chance of running against the lives of others pro- 
miscuously nominated, and be forced to run against themselves. 

At length, the several new clauses and amemments were agreed to, 
and the bill, with the amendm^ts, ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 
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Dkcembbti 15. 
WAYS AND MBANS. 

Mr. Sheridan observed that, on the present 
occasion, he felt himself unusually happjr to gi^'e 
the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) his sincere 
.praise for the general outline of his plan, for the 
speedy extinction of the three millions necessary to 
be raised to pay off the expense of the late arma* 
ment. He assured the right honorable gentleman 
that .le had done no more than justice to that side 
of the house, in thinking that they would give their 
support to such a necessary measure. Whatever 
difference of opinion there might be on particular 
topics, whether some of them might think on the 
subject of that armament, either that it was not 
necessary, and that there had been no reason to have 
talked to Spain in so haughty and menacing a tone ; 
whether other gentlemen might deem the arma- 
ment necessary, but the satisfaction obtained inade- 
quate, or whether others again might consider the 
conduct of the right honorable gentleman as spirited 
and proper, and that the convention wus an excel- 
lent one, and likely to prove a source of endless 
advantage ; let the contrarieties of opinion be what 
they might, the right honorable gentleman, he was 

Eersuaded, would find but one sentiment in the 
ouse on the subject of his proposed plan. And as 
those who sat near him had often stated, that no- 
thing was so necessary as to meet the exigency of 
the moment in a firm, manly way, to look our diffi- 
culties at all times in the face, to bring them for- 
ward without disguise, and^ call upon the house to 
provide for them to* their full extent ; now, as the 
advice was taken, they would cheerfully assist iti 
sharing the disagreeable task of imposing fresh bur- 
thens on the people, convinced as they were that 
however the mode of incurring the expense might 
be wrong, the expense, once incurred^ must be paid. 
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He could have wished, however, that the right 
honorable gentleman had not stated part of his 
taxes as temporary taxes. He really feared the 
right honorable gentleman had not sufficiently con- 
sidered the state of the revenue, or, he conceived, he 
q#ver could have persuaded himself that after the 
taxes were once imposed they could be taken off! 
For his own part, he was anxious for an examination 
every year into the state of the public receipt and 
expenditure. He had taken the paper up, and saw 
that the present income of the country was fifteen 
million eight hundred thousand pounds, including 
malt, land tax, &c., and the last year's expenditure 
made up to Midsummer last, amounted to seventeen 
millions ; he lamented that one great^-object of re- 
source was entirely overlooked ; an economical at- 
tention to our expenditure, and a reduction of our 
establishments ; instead of this, with alliances, and 
under circumstances the most favorable to reduction, 
with a neighbouring nation, who, by a change in 
their government, enjoyed the blessings of freedom, 
more inclined to be our friends than our enemies, 
and at a time of apparently perfect security, we 
were, year after year, encreasing our establishments. 
As to the taxes proposed, the right honorable gen- 
tleman's situation was at present so difficult, that it 
was almost unjustifiable to oppose any taxes ; but 
he really wished that before the right honorable 

gentleman thought of taking the 500,0002. from the 
ank, he would consult the Bank Directors on that 
subject, because he feared the meddling with any 
money issued to pay the public creditor, would 
afiect the public credit, w ith regard to the com- 
parison made by the honorable gentleman who spoke 
fast, between the public and the bank, and a private 
individual and his banker, the honorable gentleman 
was totally mistaken ; a private individual might 
certainly take his money from his banker's, and the 
reason why he might do so was, because the money 
was bis own; but the money in the bank was, in 
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fact> the property of the public creditor, and no 
other had a right to meddle with it. Another article 
which Mr; Sheridan thought objectionable as a far- 
ther taxation, was malt. 



Dbcbmbbr 16. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 



The Speaker puithe fueetum, " Thai the report of theeommttee 
he now trought up/* a debate ensued. Mr. Pitt mod, he did not 
underetand that there was any intention to object to the report being 
trought up, and the resolutioni read a second time ; he hoped, there* 
fare, ftp gentleman vfoutd then divide the house. He subsequently 
dedaroi^An ansuoer to Mr. Fox, that he had not objected to ^ottig* 
into the discussion, and taking the sense of the house. He was wiling 
so to do, indeed, if any gentleman chose to combat any one of the 
.resobUions, he had it not m his power to prevent it* 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, th4t it was very kind 
in the right honorable gentleman to suffer them to 
do their duty ; but, if the right honorable g^entleman 
considered the matter rigntly, he would see that 
proceeding then in the very first instance to oppose 
the intended tax on malt was acting handsomely by 
faim ; because if it should appear that many gentle- 
men were against it, the sooner it was known the 
more time the right honorable gentleman would have 
to look for and provide a substitute for the tax on 
malt. Mr. Sheridan added, that there was always 
something alarming and suspicious in the rapidity 
with which the right honoraole gentleman endea- 
.Tored to hurry his tax bills through the house, year 
after year; he ever would oppose that rapidity, and 
in the present case, he would certainly meet it with 
his negative. The argument respecting the tax lay 
in a nut-shell. It was plain, as the puolic brewery 
(those who brewed for sale) were not to be affected, 
the whole weight and operation of the intended tax 
would fall upon the private brewery, and thereby 
very deeply attack and distress the poorer order of 
the people. So much woiild this be felt, that every 

VOL, II. Y 
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cpiiDty in the.l^ingdom, h^ wad persuaded, w^re 
time aUowedi would petition the house, and i|i8itriict 
their representa;tives to oppose it. An honorable gen- 
tleman who spoke early (Mr. Duncombe), by. the 
latter part of his speech, seemed to think that the 
lovers of beer alt lived in Yorkshire. The honor- 
able gentleman was mistaken ; many of them, Mr. 
Sheridan said, were to be found at Stafford, and he • 
believed they were distributed with tolerable equality 
throughout the country. He should, therefore, think 
it his duty to oppose the resolution. 

Tterenart wasbraught up, and' the resoluiion$ werenadajtni 
times ana agreed to ; they were thenreada seeand^tme^aHd a que^ 
turn put upon each ttoermly. When Mr, Hatsett came to the retth 
lutfon^ stating the new malt tax, 

Mr. Pounds objected to if, and desired to know whether Mr* 
Pitt meant to propose his hill to continue longer m force than one 
year? 

Mr, Pitt ansipered mo^ certainly. He agreed that it would be 
desirable that the additional tax on malt dumd cease, as soon as Us 
expected produce could be spared : and, therefore, he meant that U 
should cease as soon as £80,000 of exchequer mis should be paid cff, 
loAttf A he computed woM take place in about two years, 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that however trivial the 
intended addition might prove, it must always be 
granted that a number of trifling augmentations 
aggregately swelled to a gross encrease and an in- 
tolerable oppression. They had gone so far already, 
that another small matter of addition would turn 
the scale ; and, therefore, the attempt to make any 
addition ought to be resisted. With regard to the 
duration of the act, he repeated his assertion of the 

5 receding' d^y, that the right honorable gentlen^n- 
eceived him.'^lfin imagining the taxes would be 
temporary only; — ^once pasa^, they inu^t be per*- 
manent. Th^ right honorable gentleman would 
find he could not do without them. The subject^ of 
course^ ought to be treated with great gravity, and 
inost deliberate attention. If the new taxes actually 
turned out more productive than was expected, they 
jQOuld tell, fro^i experience, whi^t would be the con- 
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duct of the right honorable gentleman ; what he 
had done already , there was reason to expect he 
might do again } make a most dangerous nge of the 
surplus, and be guilty of the most blamteable appro- 
priation of it, by expending the money in effecting 
the purposes of a dissolution of parliament^ or by 
encreasing our peace establishments. Instead, there- 
fore, of the bills being precipitated with the shame- 
ful rapidity which had characterised all the right 
honorable gentleman's measures of importance, that 
house ought to examine the state of our finances, 
and compare oUr actual receipt with our actual ex- 
penditure ; they would then find that the latter 
greatly exceeded the former ; and the^ would see, 
likewise, that the malt tax had fallen ^ort consi- 
derably for the last year, which was the strongest 
proof of the impolicy of loading the article with an 
additional duty. Mr. Sheridan then read a paper from 
the table, exemplifying his statement; according tp 
which, taking the malt and land tax at ^,500,000/!/ 
he made the expejlditure exceed the income above 
a million; and he asserted that Mr. Pitt had taken 
advantage of all the new taxes, tp the amount of 
more than half a million, since the year 1786. 

Mr. Stuk a$mtBd, ^uit Mt. Shmidai^i Mdw^ oftmks, hnpond 
unoe 1186, wai ertom€mfivm^ heginritikg to end. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he could not sit^ sii 
letaft utider thechtttge of having attmnpted to deceive 
ihe house ; and, therefore^ he relRert*ed to the report 
of 17^ itself, and cited'the artides of public incdm^ 
ftMi that document, challenging a contradict^bfi; 
and saying, he should be sorry to ha vk Mr. Steele 
pay the proiFered penalty of his pledge (never open- 
ing his lips again), thbiigh' he' certainly wduld £hd 
that he must do it, if tHci hobse should insist on 
it^ when thie day of trial should arrive. Mr. Sheri- 
dan d,dded, thattlearly 400;od02; had'beeii rtisedby 
taxeSf since tiie report of 1786 was made; 

The hmai (Uvided ; iiyalie; noes 4^. 

y2 
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Decbmbbr 21. 

ABDITIONAL DUTY ON MALT BTIiIi. 

7%e order of the day hating hem read for the second reading of 
4he bill for U^ing an additional doty on malt ; — U was moved** that 
the iUl be now read a second time. 

Mr. Sheridan declared that, in his opinion, 
the ri^ht honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had not 
offered one argument of sufficient iv eight to refute the 
many strong objections which had been so forcibly 
urored by different gentleman that day. An honor- 
able gentleman, (Mr. Drake]) had spoken very feel- 
ingly, and painted scenes which had convinc^ him, 
that tibe poorest people in the kingdom, were those 
whd stood most in need of friends in that bouse. 
Of the truth of that sentiment, Mr. Sheridan said, he 
had lons^ been convinced, and he should be ex- 
tremely happy to see the fact reversed* The ho- 
norable gentleman, however, had recommended it 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to give up the 
additional tax on malt, lest, that among the poor 
orders of the people, the downfall of the minister 
should become a prevalent toast. As the people in 
the county, the chief town of which he had the 
honor to represent, would be very materially 
affected by the tax; Mr. Sheridan said, he had little 
doiubt, if the right hon. gentlemian persisted in obsti- 
nately adhering to it, that toast was most likely to be 
adopted and recorded on the pottery of Mr. Wedg- 
wood. The honorable gentleman, he observed, had 
said, the tax was to be but temporary ; — ^but malt 
was the very worst artiUie ths^ could have beeja 
chosen for a temporary tax, since the malt duty, had, 
. within the last two or three years^ fallen consider- 
ably short of its produce. Formerly it raised 
, 750,0002. whereas by the different oppressions im- 
posed of late years, through the medium of addir 
tional duties, the sum produced, had, by degrees, 
sunk, year after year. As to the connection be- 
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tween the taxes and the subject of the convention, 
the riffht honorable gentleman must permit him to 
say^ that when they were laying fresh burdens on 
' the people, they, on that side of the house, who 
had all along^ argued against the cause and the con- 
sequences OTthe message to parliament, last session; 
— who had contended that what had happened, did 
not call for so high toned a language as had been 
tised-^that the subject of Hhe quarrel did not justify 
the expenses and preparations which had been gone 
into and got in readiness ; and that the convention 
was the worst convention ever made ; they could not 
be expected to admit the taxes proposed were to be 
received implicitly, and all objection smothered on 
account of that measure, which having taken place, 
rendered new taxes indispensably necessary. With 
regard to a tax on dogs, proposed by an honorable 

fentleman behind him, (Mr. Coke) although what 
ad * fallen from that gentleman did credit to 
his disinterestedness, Mr. Sheridan said, he was 
persuaded such a tax was not practicable ; but there 
were, he had no doubt, other taxes to be found, 
which would prove less liable to objection, and, at 
the same time, would raise the deficiency which 
giving up the malt tax would occasion. For that, 
and the various objections which had been stated 
by different gentlemen, he really wished the right 
hon. gentleman would consent to forego tl|e addition 
to the malt tax; and as he was thorou^ly persuaded, 
that when it wds properly considered, it would be 
seen in the light in which he had placed it, as a tax 
likely to be attended wiUi many bad consequences, 
he had designed to submn a motion, '^ That the bill 
be read that day six months ;" but he would only 
move to amend the motion, by leaving out the word 
"now," and inserting the words " Monday, the 7th 
of February." 

The hoHte dmded^the mmiben wen, that the word ** n^,*' stand 
part of the juegtian ; oyef 126; noee 01; the hill um then read a 
eeend Itme. 
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Mabob 22, IWL 
BUX <RELATI<^fi TO UNRBCBIVJBll DITIBBNDS. 

Mr. She&ida^ contended against the provisioa 
in the bill, which enabled the Treasury, in case the 
HfJifk left in the bank of England, finould be re- 
duced below lOOfiOOl. to issue exchequer bills, as 
a security to the public creditor. There were Ta« 
rious strong arguments against this power. — ^Con* 
I stitutionally it was a dangerous power; and as to 
ihfi creditor, it v(m surely a bad qprnmutalion U> 
substitute paper in the room of sp^cie. By the ori- 
ginal contracti the public creditors were to be paid 
in specie only. Specie is lodged in the hands oi dhe 
bank for their payment; and that specie is to be 
taken out of thieir hands, and exchequer bills placed 
in their stead. Exchequer bills might or yiigbt 
not be good payment. If the originsd bargain de- 
dared, that even bai^k notes should not be consi- 
dered as good payment, it was a violent measure to 
force upon tbem, that which the original bargain de* 
clared was not to be offered. 

The committee went tknmgh the hill, and the report ufos ordered 
to be recekedupon the etumng Thurtday, 
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CORN RBGUIiATlON BILL. 

Mr. Sheriban presented a petition from the 
trades house at Glasgow, praying to be heard by 
counser against the clauses which respect Scotland* 
He wished to be informed, whether it was meant 
to alter the clauses complained of; because he un- 
derstood such an intimation had been given to the 
petitioners by the promoters of the bill. If those 
claims were not altered, he should have to present 
a petition against them, signed by more than twenty 
thousand persons. 

The petition vm ordered to he referred to the committee om lAf M^ 
with aninshvctim that the petiJtimun he heard hy cowueL 
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Apeil 11/ 
FINAI^CE COMMITTER!. 

Mr. Shertdan objected to the mode of ap* 
pointrjig^ the finance committee, as putting it in 
the po\irer of ministers to procure many of his own 
friends to decide on the truth of his own state- 
ments. 

Mr. Steele c&nlended that the appaintmaii rf a eommitfee bg 
htdht was unobjectionable, even on the ground stated by the hmor" 
able gentleman ; as every member was at Uberty to give hi a lid ^ 
sach nOines as he thought proper. 
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April 12; 
MR. Caret's motions against ant intsrfbr-' 

ENCE IN THE WAR BETWEEN RUSSIA ANB 
THE PORTE. 

On the 29f A of March a message was delivered to parHmnent from 
the Kinff, stating^ that the endeavors which he had used in conjunc* 
turn untn his alUes, to effect a paeificaiion between Russia and the 
Porte, had been unsuccessful: and that the consequences which might 
arise firom the further progress of the war, being highly important 
to the interest of His Megesty^ and his allies, ana to those of Europe 
in general; His Majesty judged it requisite, in order to add weight 
to his negociation, to make some further augmentation in his naval 
force: and he relied on the zeal and affection of parliament, for the 
defraying of such expenses as might be incurred by those additional 
preparations. The powers who had mediated tn the convention of 
Reichenbach, had endeavored in vain, on the conclusion oj that 
treaty, to incline the Empress of Russia to peace with the Porte, 
on the ^ same terms of the statu quo, on which it had been deter- 
mined that peace should be made between the Porte and Austria. 
The answer constantly returned by the Empress to the pressing so- 
iicitatlons of the allies on this head, was, that she would admit of no 
interference between her and "the Jltrks; and should consult her own 
discretiou in whatever related to that business, without submitting 
to the decision of any power whatever. Alarmed, however, at the 
strength of the allied powers, and abate all, at the new external . 
relations, as well as internal situation of Poland, du offered to give 
up all her conquests on the Turks, excepting the town and dependent 
cies of Oczakow^ the country of the Oczakow Tartars, situated between 
the bog and the Neister : the possession of which would, on theone 
hand, be a barrier to the eruptions of the Tartars into the ter^ 
rUories of Russia; andp on the other, open at some future period^ 
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mare emupiewmithan ike present, to eehemes of aggratuBxement hiia 
the jnwinces, and the very heart of the Turkim Empire. The King 
of Fnuria, the mmediate tuecesior of Frederick the Great, h43l 
eheum a prudent andjukjealousi/ of the amhltiaut detutns of Car 
thtrine: and hf the formation of a close aUumu with PoUmi^and 
other meatur^es, toimy endeavoured to prevent her views ofaggraair- 
dhement to all, or nearly all those measures already carried into exe^ 
cuii&n, and to trAidb Great Britain had given her eountenanee. We 
had also in concert with Prussia and Holland, offered to mediate « 
peace in the East of Europe, soon after the fall ofOezakow, in 1788. 
IVe restrained Denmark from joining her arms to those of Russia 
for assisting the Swedes: and this wUh an avowed determmation of 
supporting the haUmce of the North. In the summer following, in 
1190,- we made a new treaty with Prussia, a treaty of more than de- 
fensive alliance ; of strict and perpetual union, in order to protect 
not only the interest of the two contracting powers, but the tran- 
quilUty and security of Europe, We had now a second time pressed 
our mediation on Russia^ hut pressed it in vain. 

TheCzarinanot only persisted in her resolution to carry on the pre* 
sent war with the Turks, unless she should be permitted to dictate a 
peace on her own terms, but teemed to have denounced a war against 
another of our allies, Poland. So nearly as 1789 ^ had given no- 
tice, that she dunUd consider the new arrangements of the repubUca 
as a violation of her treaty and guarantee of a former engagement: 
and they prepared a plea for hostilities agmnst that unfortunate 
country at a more convenient opportunity. The seeds of mutual Jea" 
lousy and alienation had been sown between Great Britain and Rus- 
sia, from the period that the Czarina, in the time of our distress in 
the American war, took the lead in the armed neutrality, for the 
express purpose of resisting and reducing the naval nower of this 
country. At the eannration of the comtnercial treaty between Rus- 
sia and England, she not only declined to renew it, but obliged our 
merchants to pay, in duties, 25 per cent more than what Wfis exacted 
from other countries, though they gave half a year's credit for their 
exports, and were always a whole yem* in advance for their imports ; 
and at the same time that she declined to renew any commercial treaty 
with us, she made one with France, and another with Spain : m ad- 
dition to which, she entered with those two kingdoms into a quad- 
ruple alliance, plainly pointed against Great Britain. In a toord, 
the Empress of Russia, Jlushed with success and most strongly forti- 
fied by treaties of alUance, had assumed a menacing attitude and 
frowning aspect, which naturally produced a counter confedera- 
tion, and excited throughout a great portion of Europe, a spirit of 
Jealousy, vigilance, and hostile resistance. Such was the stale of 
Europe f and such particularly that of this country in relation to 
Ruma, at the moment when the message from His Mqjesty men- 
tioned abroad was taken into consideration in the house of commons. 
The minister moved for an address on the occasion to His Majesty, i 
after the uswUform. He supported the measure that was the o^ect 
of the address, on the ground that we had a direct and isfiportant 



1791.] 32» 

mkrmi in thewur Mu^eefi fttism and the Parte. Hamg aUerei 
into defensive alliftnceSf which were admitted to he wise tifUlpoiitiCt 
we ought to adhere to them: Prussia was our ally, and ought to be 
supported. The progress of the Russian arms against the Parte was 
aimming. Should the power t^ the Parte be farther humbled hf 
its aspirmff rival, Prussia waudd instmUyfeel it, andnot Prus* 
sia alone, but aU Europe — the political sysitm of which miglU be 
shaken to its very foundations On the atlur side, it was dated, thai 
Prussia could not be endangered by any progrhs which the Russian 
arms cauU nudce in Turkey. The Empress offered to cede all her 
eonquests between the -JNeister and Damibe ; and proposed only to 
retain those which were situated between the Neister and the Jjan ; 
hU we insisted, that she should surrender all her conquests without 
d dngle exception. .Our only ground of quarrel, therefore, with the 
Empress, was, her unwiUmsness to resign the tract ef country 
above mentioned: which although in general barren and unprofi- 
table, was yet particularly desirable to her, as it contained the town 
of Oczakow, a place of much importoTice to the security of the Rus- 
nan dominians. The address was carried by a majority of only 93. 
4^es228; noes 135. 

By so numerous a minority, Mr. Grey was encouraged to moveton 
the \2thof April, eight resolutions,declarative of certain general and 
undeniable positions, with regard to the interest of this country in the 
preservation of peace ; the just causes, and unjust pretexts for war ; 
facts that had appeared during the hostilities between Russia and 
the Pofie, which did not seem immediately to involve the intereds of 
Great Britain, or to threaten an attack on her possessions, or those of 
her allies ; and concluding, " that the expense of an armament must 
be burthensome to the country, and is tinder the present circumdan- 
ces, as far as the,house is unarmed, inexpedient and unnecessary. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that althoagb he had se- 
veral times presented himself in vain to the Speaker's 
eye, he never felt it more unnecessary to trespass on 
the time of the house, than at that moment ; since, 
if ever there was a discussion, which had been 
supported by the ablest arguments on one side, 
and with flimsy delusion opposed to them on the 
other, the cause discussed that day had been that 
cause. Not even any argument had been offered 
by the honorable baronet (Sir William Young) 
who spoke last, and who had traversed over all 
Gurope, traced the history of the navigation and 
commerce of Russia, froni the earliest period ; de- 
scribed her back frontiers, and all parts of her do- 
minions ;* and expatiated with as much familiarity 
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Mncerning the Dnieper and the DaniUbe, as if he 
had been talking of the Worcestershire canal, and 
pictured the empress as a female Colossus, standing 
with pne foot on the banks of the Black Sea, and 
the other on the coast of the Baltic ; yet, in spite 
of this fund of knowledge and ingenuity, all which 
the honorable baronet said, did not amount to an ar^ 
goment against the motion, which, in his mind, was 
entitled to the smallest weight. From the right 
honorable gentleman opposite to him, (Mr. Dun- 
das) who was something like a minister, though 
not actually one, he expected to have heard impor- 
tant reasoning ; but he presumed he had continued 
dumb, because if he had risen to speak, it might have 
been suspected that he knew something, and thus 
have broken in upon that impenetrable mystery, and 
that magnificent silence which was to characterise 
the day, as far as regarded the conduct of those who 
alone could have afforded the house information, 
which they had a right to expect. Those who had 
risen to speak, like the honorable baronet who had 
just sat down, had professed either that they knew 
nothing of the cause of the armament, or had indulged 
in stating what they guessed to be that cause ; thna 
the sum and substance of all the arguments against' 
the motion had been professedjignorance on the one 
hand, or avowed conjecture on the other. If, then, 
they were to guess only from conjecture, and to ar- 
gue from maxims drawn from maps and books, a^ 
the last honorable gentleman on the other side had 
done, could they possibly arrive at any satisfactory 
knowledge on the subject ? Are maxims drawn 
from maps and books the cause for which an Eng- 
lish house of commons are to plunge their country 
into a war, and waste the blood and treasure of their 
constituents ! The reasons stated by differetit gen- 
tlemen, among their guesses of the causes of the 
war, were not more different than extraordinary. 
One right honorable gentleman had assigned some- ^ 
thing that looked like an argument, which might 
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account for the rig^t honorable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer's silence. He had stated, that if his 
right honorable friend said any thing relative to the 
uegociation, it might put it out of the power of 
^e negociating parties to recede or retract what 
they had advanced, and thus render a war unavoid- 
able. Did the right honorable gentleman then 
think it necessary to recede and retract any of the 
blustering menaces which be had made to Russia P 
If he did, it ought to be avowed, that an opportunity 
might be given for such retraction. But that 
right honorable gentleman, who had talked of the 
minister's receding, had also alluded to one matter 
as the cause of the war, from the bare mention of 
which he shrunk with horror ; he had hinted at the 
armed neutrality, and at the possibility of this being 
a fit opportunity for retaliating and revenging that 
measure. Were we then to go to war for so base 
a purpose, as to g^ve vent to the hatred and 
burning resentment which had been avowed to have 
rankled in our bosoms for so many years ? He h(»ed 
not. The same right honorable gentleman had 
talked of the partition of Poland. Were they to 
resent that event at this crisis ? If so, it ought to be 
avowed. But he would hot believe that any of these 
> could be the cause of the war. He would rather 
turn to the noble lord, who had, in his opinion, 
acted in a more open and manly way,^nd rested 
the argument on its true ground. The noble lord 
had expressly avowed that he gave his consent on 
the ground of implicit confidence in the minister ; 
and had even gone so far as to declare, that he 
should consider it as criminal in the minister, if he 
gave the house any information whatever on the 
subject. The ground of confidence had shifted 
miaterially since its first introduction three years ago. 
They h^d then heard of rational confidence ; since 
that a greater degree of confidence had been talked 
of; and now the noble lord had avowed that he gave 
the minister implicit confidence. Had they ndt 
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betfer at once appoint the right honorable gentle- 
man dictator, ana give him the power of making 
war and peace just as he thought proper? The 
noble lord, who had, on a former occasion, shewn 
himself very much attached to the ancient Greeks, 
had appeared not to be so much attached to 
the mooem Greeks, and had said, ^* See what a 
faithless set of people these modem Greeks are !'' 
In what, Mr. Sheridan asked, did their trea- 
chery consist ? — He knew of no such treachery ; 
and he owned that he should rather have ex- 
pected that the noble lord, with a classical indigna- 
tion, would have lamented that the descendants of 
Demosthenes should not be orators, statesmen, and 
soldiers, but an unfortunate race of men^ kept only 
to pamper the false taste and degraded appetites of 
the Ottoman court. So much out of humour had 
the noble lord proved himself to be with the modern 
Greeks, that he had been betrayed into a perfidy of 
quotation, and. had quoted a Latin line, to his sur- 

{>rize, Mr. Sheridan said, when he had expected a 
ine of Homer from him at least. With regard to 
what had been observed of that house invading the 
prerogative of the crown, if they interfered with 
negociations, he was, for one, always ready to con- 
fess, that the just prerogatives of the crown should 
be kept sacred ; out those were no friends to the 
prerogative, who should advise the exercise of it in 
the extreme, and endanger its proving obnoxious to 
that house* The best government under the prac- 
tice of our constitution consisted in a wise blending 
and co-operation of the executive and legislative 
branches of it. The king certainly might, if he 

E leased, make what treaties he thought proper, and 
eep them from the knowledge of parliament, if he 
was so advised by his ministers ; he might also make 
war and peace, and in doing that, confidence was ; 
reposed in those on whose shoulders, as a counter- 
poise, responsibility lay ^ But the moment they came 
to that house for support and assistance, conhdence 
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was at an end, and the hour of inquiry and control WM 
arrived. Yet, what he wished to contend forwas^that ,' 
ancient, constitutional, and most useful function of a 
British house of commons, their capacity of advising! 
the crown, and of being enabled, by a due ap«-l 
plication and exercise of their preyentive wisdom ! 
to save the country from that expense and calamity j 
into which they might otherwise be plunged, eithei< 
by the terror of minist^s, their impnidence, their 
neglect, or their corruption. If the house of com-* 
mons was to be deprived of that important fuQC-| 
tion, and was never suffered to exercise their pre-l 
ventive wisdom, their chief use, as a deliberative! 
assembly, would be lost to the public, and the whole ] 
powers* of that house would be reduced to two dry 
points — the power of the purse, and the power ofj 
impeachment. Thus, instead of consulting them as 
advisers of the crown, they would be reduced to the 
miserable condition of acting upon public measures 
in the last fatal instance, that of loading their con« 
stituents with the expense of them, when it might 
afterwards turn out that they were measures not fit 
to have been pursued ; and in that case, all that 
would be left for them to do, would be to prosecute 
ministers. If the purpose of a message from the 
crown should be at any time to tell t^em that the 
enemy was at their doors, and therefore supplies 
must be granted, he certainly should first ask, on 
whose account they were called upon, and how it 
happened that they had not before been apprized of 
the public danger r But he should grant the supplies 
on account of the necessity and exigency of the case. 
The honorable gentleman opposite to mm had won- 
dered that they should speak of the proceedings in 
that manner as a novelty, and remarked, that they 
were totally ignorant of parliamentary constitution, 
if they did not know that it had been the practise of 
ministers, in similar cases, to ask for support, and 

five no explanation at the time. Ignorant, indeed, 
e confessed they must be, if tEe case was so ; yet 
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ke coald not but tmsgine that the honorable gentle* 
meti who were so ready to give their confidence 
blindly 'and implicitly , were tbemselyes sor confi*- 
deniy that they ventured to quote precedents^ with-^ 
out ever havinor given themselves the trouble to 
Wok and see whether they would support their ar- 
gument. It so happened, that all the precedents 
nom the year 1700 downwards, were against them, 
and in favor of what he had just contended for. 
In the case of the war of ITOO^ there had been & 
desire of preserving the balance of power in Eu^ 
. rope, and King William had applied to the house 
on/ the occasion. Mr. Sheridan read from the jour*' 
nals a message from King William, and the ad- 
dfusss of the house in answer. In the one, tike King 
states the pitt^ose of his- application, and calls for 
^ the adyice of his commons; and in the other, the 
f house- tells His Majesty thid: they will give him their 
advice, as soon as they am folly informed on the 
subject ; and desire that all the* treaties entered into 
by His Majesty may be kid before tiiem, that they 
may be able to ofier him thisir mature advice. It 
a^»eared from hence^ that King William, in the 
iastonee which he had readv did not think it be« 
ne»tli him to ask advice of the house of com* 
mons, andfthey had beard what the language of the' 
faoufiie had been in return; Ast the honorable gen- 
tlemen- on. the otberside might not like a precedent' 
so near the reirolution, he would turn to another of 
a more reoenti period, that of 1 734. ^o far from the ' 
msmstevs of that day' cailing ibr the confidence of 
pariiament^^ the King placed a' confidence in his 
parliament, and pot the whole business into their 
nands% Mr. Shmdan declared, that he could not 
bat wonder thai the honse bore with ^ patience the 
capt of responsibilil^, which was preached^ to Iheto' 
, by all who contended for confidence. They were per^ 
petuaUy saying; give ministers implicit confidence ; 
nave not. they the responsibility? as if they const- 
^^i^dresjMiisibiUty as a perc[iii«te of office, rather 
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than die peril 0f tlienr- situation. If they felt the case ( 
properly 9 they would shrink from the bare mention 
of responsibility, instead of being eternally talking / 
of ity and which convinced him that they considers ; 
responsibility as a protection, and as another word forj 
indemnity. The other evening, when the unclaimed 
dividends were und^r discussion, a declaration bad 
^been made by one of'the Bank Directors, which 
appeared to him at the time to be most extraordi* 
nary. In submitting that much might be lost to 
the bank by Ibtgeries^ one of the directors had pb-* 
served, that their custom was to let tlie persons pre- 
senting forged bills for payment have the money, . 
and not prevent the commission of the crime; be- ^ 
cause unless the felony was suffered to be com- 
pletedy tdley could not ^oseciite, and make an exr/ 
ample. Mr. Sheridan reasoned on the absurdity off 
this practice, and compared it with that of letting a| 
minister, by unwise measures, plunge the country' 
into a depth o^ tekaaity, from which it could not bej ^ 
easily extricated, merely on the idea that such-a tni^. 
nister might be made an example of afterwards.^ 
What would they think, if those who opposed the 
vigbt hoiK^rable gentleman opposite to him, saw him 
hurrying on the country to ruin ; and, instead of re* 
sisting his destructive measures, were to say, ** Stop 
awhile, we are aware that ministers are getting 
into a fine scrape, and then we shall have the satis- 
faction of making an example of them.'' In both 
oases, prevention^ he maintained, would be prefer- 
able to punishment ; and if the bank forewent the 
hope of making an example, and prevented the 
felony from being completed, they would do much 
better, and save their money ; and, in like manner, 
opposition did their duty best, in endeavoring to 
Fescue their coantry from ruin, and their constituents 
from taxes, by checking a minister's career in time. 
With regard' to the motives of the wi^r, Mr. Sheri- 
dan remarked) that he did not think them of great 
importance J but the grounds of it seemed to him 



336 [Avmts 12, 

to be so extravagantly ridiculous, fbat he could not 
convey his sense of the arrogance of our interfering-^ 
better than by supposing that Russia^had treated us 
so at the end of the las^ war, and letting the house 
feel it as their own case. Suppose, when we were 
making the peace, she had insisted on our giving up 
Negapatam, in the East-Indies, to the Dutch ;-T-ex- 
travagant as this might appear, it was not more ^9 
than our insisting on her restoring Oczakow to the 
Porte. Imagine, then, that she had made a point of 
our resigning Negapatam to the Dutch, meaning 
on her part to give it to Denmark, or some other of 
her allies. What should we have said to such a 
demaad ? The answer would have been, whfit has 
Russia to do with our possessions in the East-Indies ? 
We should have repelled the demand, and treated it 
with contempt. Suppose, in that case, the £m* 
press had sent a fleet down the channel, and burnt 
Hull, in its way to London, whi^re, on her arrival, 
she was determined to enforce her ne^ociations, by 
acting as an armed mediator ; should not we have 
thought that Russia acted most arrogantly, and 
most unwarrantably ; and yet, her conduct in that 
case would not be more extraordinary than ours in 
the present instance. Mr. Sheridan added, that he 
shrewdly suspected we were led on by our al* 
liesj and that the real cause of the war was a Prus- 
sian object in Poland. Suopose, however, that we 
went on with the war, ana that in .the end, the 
Emperor obtained what he wanted in Moldavia and 
Wallachia; the Empress what she wanted in 
Turkey ; and Prussia, Thorn and Dantzic; in that 
case, he would venture to predict, that the lot of 
England would be to pay the piper, and that the 
expanse which we might incur would be all that 
would fall to our share. Mr. Sheridan now ad- 
verting to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ar- 
raigned his conduct, and declared. tliat he should 
not be afraid to go through his whole poli-* 
tical life, and would undertake to prove, that 
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most of bis measures had been pregnant M^ith 
mischief tq the country. In the moment of bring- 
ing forward each, the right honorable gentleman 
had said to the. house, ^' Give us your confidence ; 
we are responsible !" Confidence might not, Mr. 
Sheridan suid» be always well applied. He asked, 
whether the right honorable gentleman recollected 
the very different prospects which we - had been 
taught to turn our eyes to in this year ? Did he re- 
collect that this was the promised millenium ! that 
halcyon year, in the spring of which we were to 
taste the sweets and blossoms it was tp produce ? 
Did the right honorable gentleman reflect, that he 
had told them that they should not only have their 
income equal to their expenditure, but a clear mil* 
lion a year surplus to pay towards the din^inution of 
the national debt, and a permanent peace establish-* 
ment ? Mr. Sheridan contrasted this with the ac- 
tual state of the moment, the immediate prospect of 
another war, and the certainty of additional taxes. 
The people, he observed, would not bear the intoler- 
able burdens under which they must then groan, 
unless the right honorable gentleman came fairly 
forward, and assigned a satisfactory ground for 
going to war. There was not one gentleman in the 
house who really saw a motive for it which he could 
reconcile to any reasonable idea. . With regard to 
confidence, he declared that he should not give his 
confidence to ministers to treat with foreign courts, 
unless the first department of ofiice, in which all our 
foreign negociations lay, . were rescued from the 
hands of a person who, to an overcharged conceit 
of his own abilities, added the rashness which always 
must attend inexperience, and placed in the hands 
of a man familiar with foreign courts, and possessed 
of dexterity and simplicity sufficient to enable, him 
to discharge the duties ot the office with skill and 
with success. By dexterity, he said, he did not 
mean that cunning which another person mistook 
for craft, and that craft for wisdom; he meant 
yoL. n. 55 
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dexterity to discorer and ward ctf the devic^es 9mA 
intrigues of foreign ministers, and others ; and aim-* 
j^city to follow the aitniit-forward path of open 
^ manliness and plain dealing himself. He declared 
that h^ would leave it to the house to make the ap** 
plieation of this contrast, but unless a department 
of ISO much importance, ooinsideiring the present 
situation of foreign courts, were placed in sueb 
hands, it was impossible for him to giYe confidence 
at such a time to ministers ; nor had they, in fact, 
any right to expect it from him, wlio had uniformly 
and openly resisted the right honorable gentlemaa^is 
measures. 

Mr. Sheridan next turned his attention to the coii« 
duet of the right honorable ^ntleman opposite him, 
respecting Holland in 1787, for which praise had, 
on all hands, been candidly allowed him. He de- 
clared that if the question was put to him, and he 
was asked if, as a single measure, herejmeed at itP 
he should, without hedtation, answer, that he did 
not ; because he never could rejoice at seeing the 
stock of liberty diminished ; and, by our inter- 
ference, that noble republic was again reduced to 
the miserable state of vassalage under whidt she 
had so long groaned ; but, when he considered that 
it was probable at the time that Holland woald, 
have become a province to France (though sabse*** 
quent events had since proved that it could not have 
been the consequence), he was ready to jcMn in com* 
mending the conduct of the right honorable gentle- 
man on that oecasion. But if it were true, that the 
recovering our connection with Holland was nothing 
more than a part of a system, and that the fortress 
of Oczaknow were to be traced from the canal at 
Amsterdam, he should reprobate it in the strongest 
terms; he would fairly declare, however, that he 
did not beUeve that the ri^bt honorable gentleman 
bad entertained an idea of any sudi system at the 
time. He suspected that the right honc^able gen» 
tleman^s measures had oarried him WttGh farther 
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than he had ever intended to go; and that tJiiis pre* 
teoce of its haviBg beea a pait of a predeter misate 
eysteiB, was nothing more than a saWo assumed for 
the purpose of covenug the extraordinary condaet 
^f the right honorable gentleman. Mr. Sheridan 
here descanted on the chance of our next year, 
having fresh press warrants issued, ^d being c^led 
upon to arm, in consequenee of our having formed 
an alliance between Poland and Prussia* He went 
throq^ a summary of what had passed in the dif- 
ferent courts of Stockholm and Madrid, durii^ tibe 
administration g^ Mr. Pitt, and imputed blame to 
him on the events of each. He also said, that 
among evil consequences of the pemieious system 
arising out of the treaty with Prusna, it had fastened 
on us a concern with the Germanic league, and that 
we should be lagged in as parties to the measure. 
He declaimed against the system, and said, let us 
call it any thing but a system of peace ; let us say it 
is a system of ambition, of vain glory, to see the 
offspring of the immortal Chatham, intriguing in all 
the courts of Europe, and setting himself up as the 
great posture master of the balance of power, as 
possessing an exclusive right to be the umpire of 
all, and to weigh out, in patent scales of his own, 
the quantity of dominion that each power shall pos* 
sess. Was not the right honcnrable gentleman esta^ 
blishing a principle which would make it the inte- 
rest of all India to act against us ? Was he not at- 
tempting to stand forward as such a peace maker, 
as the peace of all Eurm>e. would make it necessary 
to exterminate ? Mr. oheridan mentioned the con- 
duct of Mr* Elliot in Sweden, and having staled 
what had passed there, he referred the home to the 
speeches of His Majesty, which had alt told tbem^ 
that our court had c(mtinued to receive the strong^^ft 
assurances from fore^n powers, that there was no 
danger of our tranquHlity being likely to be dis- 
turi^d ; and he desired them to compare what had 
faappeMd from time to^ time. With regard to the 

z2 
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rerolntion in France, he did not mean to go into 
the discussion of that subject ; his opinion upon it re- 
mained fixed, and would continue the same ; but 
there was one point which all mankind agreed in 
rejoicing at, as a consequence of the French revo- 
lution ; and this wias, tbiit she could no longer go 
about intriguiiig, and setting the rest of the courts 
of Europe at enmity with each other. Were we, 
he asked, willing to take up the little, busy, tat- 
tling spirit of intrigue, that worst part of the cha- 
racter of France, and run about producing fresh 
wars and fresh disturbances. He had not thought 
that any thing could have induced him to lament 
the loss of French enmity ; but if such was to be 
the case, he should do so most seriously. He had 
hoped that what had happened in France would 
have served as a useful lesson, and that we should 
have had leisure to have improved by studying it. 

The house divided on the previous question ; ayes. That Mr. 
Grey's motion be now put, 172 ; noes 252 ; majority for the previous 
jquestian^ 80. 



Apbil 21. 
aUEBEC BILL. 



The order of the day for the recommitment of this bill hating 
been read, 

Mr. She&idan observed, that as, on the pre- 
sent occasion, the number of members within the 
houf^ was far from being considerable, he trusted, 
that if the right honorable gentleman absolutely 
wished that the principles and regulations of the bill 
might become the suoject of examination and dis- 
cussion, he would postpone its consideration until a 
future and more convenient day« Indeed, the cir- 
cumstance of his having fixed upon this day^ im- 
mediately before th^ holidays, when the attendance 
of the house was unusually thin, for the re-commit- 
ment of the bill, had indUiced several members to 
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believe that it was not his serious intention of brings 
ing it on ; and they had in consequence absei^ted 
themselves, though they would otherwise willingly 
have been present. There was another reason why 
the consideration of the bill should be put off. The 
right honorable gentleman had, indeed, laid in- 
formation upon the table, but he had not moved 
that it should be printed ; and certainly, if he had 
intended that this information should have been 
perused, and considered by the members, he ought 
to have made the motion, Mr. Sheridan conceived 
that it should now. be printed, and the Easter holi- 
days would afford members an opportunity of tak- 
ing it into consideration, so that they might be 
bettm* prepared to state their opinions. There was 
still another reason why he considered delay as ne- 
cessary, not only to the house, but to the risht ho- 
norable.gentleman. It was not, till lately, lie un- 
derstood, that the very persons had not been con- 
sulted in this business who were most interested, and 
best qualified to give information. It was certainly 
requisite, in forming any new system of govern- 
ment, to obtain the most perfect acquaintance with 
all the particulars of the situation of those who were 
to be governed, as well as to pay the utmost atten** 
tioa to their opinions with regard to the nature of 
the regulations which ought to be adopted. It 
might appear proper to consult those who were to be 
governed, beforehand, as it was certainly desirable 
that every government should meet the vi^ishes of its 
subjects. It was politic, as people were most sen- 
sible of their own wants, as they mi^ht be supposed 
to be acquainted with the causes l^om whicn they 
rose, and qualified to point out the means' of reme- 
dying them. By some strange neglect, however, 
the right honorable gentleman had not communi- 
cated on the subject with those very people from, 
whom he was most likely to have received informa- 
tion and advice. 
ZTke rt-cammitment woBa^owmed to the etk May. 
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Mat 18. 

WAYS ANB MBANS. 

Mr. Pitt haring $M€d tki afUcIa &f eapendUun, and of w^b 
aHdm€im9ffthep90r, 

Mr. Sheridan objected, on general gromids, to 
the right honorable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt) irtate^ 
ment,' bnt he admitted that the day was at la«t ar- 
il ved when he conld agree with the right honorable 
gentleman, that the report of the committee of 
finance was as fair a report-as coaki be expected. 
There were, Mr. Sheridan said, certain omissions 
on both sides of the acconnt, which wonld not have 
happened had be had the honour of being a member 
of the committee, and to which he objected ; bnt as 
he meant to name the first vacant day for discussing 
it, it was not his intention to go into it then ; he 
wonld barely remark that the report coincided with 
every word he had ever tronbleo the house with on 
the subject. The committee had stated their report 
with gred^ candour and great accuracy, and the re- 
sult, Mr. Sheridan said, was> that it was evident 
His Majesty^s ministers had, since the year 1789, 
gone on with such enereasing prodigality, that the 
new report, so far from confirming what the report 
of the committee of 1786 gave the house to expect, 
viz. that they would be that day voting the perma* 
nent peace establishment as they stated it, sttited, 
that in 1701 they were actually called on to vote half 
a milKott more, which, with the increase of the 
CQHraal expenses, made a difference of 1,300,0001. 
more than they wfere given to imagine would be the 
expenditure of the orescent year. Mr. Sheridan said, 
he did admit that tnere had been an increase of in- 
eome within the last year, but gentlemen raFUst not 
.go away with the idea that the expendifure had not 
greatly exceeded what the revenue committee of 
1786 taught them to expect would be the expeMli- 
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tare of the pr'efient yectlr. Before, tbdreferd^ they 
adopted the report of the new committer, the 
alarming circumstance that he had mentioned ought 
to be explained to the country. Mr. Sheridan, in 
the course of his i^peech rleiferred to Mr. Steele's ar- 
gument on a former d^y, knd supported his asser- 
tion, by stating the particulars on which he rested 
it, Vit. that thefe was a permanent increase of 
600,000/. on the total amount of the expenses of th6 
army, navy, ordnance, and miscellaneotis services j 
and 800,000/. arising from incidehtal and casual ex- 
peoses. He added that we had paid off annuities 
of 200,000/. a year, and added a permanent in- 
crease of 500,000/. a year to the national expendi- 
ture. 

Mr» Pitt exfreued his MtisfactUm tU the honorable gentleman* $ 
decUxration^ that he wc/uld name a separate day for the discussion 
if the ta^Qecti because, if the honorabk gentleman, or any other, 
entertained doubts upon ike rmsori of the committee^ or on any park 
^ what he had stated that dsty^ U oertmdy muM be better to die^ 
cuss those 4^f* oa some particular da^t than m a conversation^ 
when another and a different topic was under consideration. With 
regard to the alhsionto what had been iaid by his honotabk friemi 
(Mr. Steele) on a formit day, he wasteTy oonfident kis honorable 
friend never did stdte the permsment tevemse t^ likely to be thai^ 
uMch the honorable gentleman had just imputed to his honorabh 
friend: but the amourit of his honor ame friend's argument had beets 
(hi^t in case the expenditure should, from accidental cirewnstaHceO, 
hserease, the income of Me mtntty w&uld pmportionably increase^ 
so ihai the public receipt would at alt times eoSer thspubKc expend*^ 
tmr. Mr. Pitt proceeded to observe, that there was no part of the 
suMect which was not fanURar to the house, and which nod nqt been 
debated again and again, in every sesHon since the year 17801 Ife 
dseUmd himself happy, however, that the honorable genilemanagrsed 
with him in giving due praise to the candour, the fairness, and the 
accuracy of the committee of finrnwe^ as exemplified in their reports 
As to the amount of the expenditure, the honorable gentleman, he 
observed, had stated, that there was an increase of permanent esta^ 
Uishment of 500^000?. ; in ansWir to which, he must declare, thai 
much of that increase was not to be considered as expenses which 
would he permanent f but as charges that were accidentally tncurredn 
These charges Mr. Pitt stakdf atid pdrticularfy mentioned 201,00011, 
for neeessStries in oUr ddck-yatde, which wmdd of course opemfe as 
a sating infsdmre. In ansaxr to thd extraordihary manner di it^irA 
the honorable gentleman had commenced another parts of the tnbfect^ 
90 as to make up his alleged increase of 1^300,000/., he must, he said. 
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he indulged with a few wards. He then went mto a detail of the 
whole e^Menditwre; and concluded with observing^ that Mr* Sheri- 
dan included in his excess the deficiencies of the land and mail, and 
the sum destined for the American loyalists. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to say a few words 
in reply, and he declared, they should be a very ievr 
words. Referring to the report of the committee 
of revenue of 1786, he shewed, that the report of 
the committee of 1791, in the statement of the ex- 
penditure, directly contradicted what the report of 
the committee of 1 78t) taught them to look forward 
to, as the probable peace establishment in the year 
.1791. Another word, he said, he must utter, with 
regard to the challenge given by the ' honorable 
friend (Mr. Steele) of the right honorable gentle- 
man. The latter denied his right honorable friend 
had given any such challenge or pledge, as he had 
, expres«ly stated when the subject was last the ground 
of debate, and seemed to. treat it as a ridiculous 
thing, that his honorable friend, or any of bis ho- 
norable friends, could have attempted, to justify the 
report of 1786. Mr. Sheridan observed, that the. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had himself admitted 
an excess of 880,000/. in three articles only, exclu-, 
sive of the miscellaneous articles; and, therefore, 
he contended he had a right to say, that there was 
a half million increase on the permanent establish- 
ment. It was, he declared, a point on which he 
should particularly insist, and it ought not to be 
slqrred over; but the country, should know pre- 
dsely, how the case stood. They had, he said, 
brought up annuities of 200,000/. and incurred a 
permanent debt of 3,000,000/. The fact was, the 
subject had been delu^sively stated, and glossed over, 
ill order to appear well in the eyes of the public, — 
and so he had ever contended ; but it had never 
been admitted at all, that any part of what he dis- 
puted was found before that aay; whereas, from 
what the right honorable gentleman had himself 
said that day, it was evident to the committee, he 
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had been correct in all he had advanced. Mr. She- 
ridan before he concluded, went into particulars to 
prove. his assertions, and desired the committee to 
attend , to the whole of them in formings their opi- 
nion on the subject. 

Mr. Pitt, in reply , again detailed the principal articles of the 
expenditure, in order to prove that the honorable gentleman was 
completely mistaken, 

Mr. Sheridan got up once more, to answer several 
parts of Mr. Pitt's last argument. He admitted, 
that a great cause of the increase was to be imputed 
to unforeseen <iircumstances ; such as the provision 
for the younger part of the royal family, which he 
declared he hi'gnly approved; but he contended, 
that every year would bring with it its amount of 
qasual and incidental expenses, which ought to be, 
allowed for, and, therefore, it was incumbent on, 
them to inform the country of the real, truth, and, 
not delude the people, by telling them that this year 
there would be such a surplus, and next year a 
greater, when the chance was entirely the other 
way. Mr. Sheridan mentioned the finishing of 
Carlton House, which would occasion another' 
increase, and to which the house was committed, 
having promised to provide for it — the Prince hav- 
ing no interest to provide for it, &c. and, therefore, 
it must soon come under consideration. He also 
adverted to the debt from Holland, and said, if the 
pay mentis by inistflilments, were applied to the ex- 
penditure instead of extinguishing the public debt, 
the whole of thatlo^n must be added to the amount 
of the national expenditure. 

Mr, Pitt's resolutions were put, and agreed to; and (he house' 
being resumed, the report was &rdered to oe brought up on the next 
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Mat 23. 
RKPORT OF THfi GOMMITTBB OF FINANCB* 

Mr. Sheridan rose to give notice, that he 
meant, to-morrow se'nnight, to bring forward some 
resolutions on the report of the committee of 
finance. He informed the house the manner in 
which he proposed to do this, would be by moving 
for the house to resolve itself into a committee of 
. the whole house, to which he hoped the right ho- 
norable gentleman would have no objection ; when 
he intended to move some resolutions of fact; the 
ground of which, he had no doubt, he should be 
able to make out to the satisfaction of the house. 
Mr. Sheridan lamented that he could not name an 
earlier day for the business, but it was on account 
. of other gentlemen, who wished to be present, and 
t^ould not be in town sooner, that he was obliged to 
take so distant a day. 

Mr. put said, he could hace no oljceUon to sudk a dueutwm 
hang brought forward; hut he hoped a dtQf ujoutd he named m the 
preoent week. 

Mr. Badard roee, and moved, *' That a commiitee he appoadtd 
to eomfm x the report frmn the commitieei in 1786 and V79\, toeit^ 
fuire mto the memne and expenditurt, and to report their ohterta- 
turns igfon the tame to the house.'* 

Mr. Sheridan said, he certainly shoold second 
the honorable gentleman's motion. He declared 
he thought it v^as extremely proper that both the 
reports of 1786 and 1791 should be referred to a 
third committee, because it was undoubtedly true 
that there were a great many contradictions in both 
reports, as stated by the honorable gentleman ; and 
for that reason, they ought to be referred to a third 
committee, in order to ascertain which of them was 
true. He despaired, Mr. Sheridan said, of being 
able to effect tnis ; and, therefore, should have satis- 
fied himself with barely moving, that the house re- 
solve itself on Tuesday next, into a committee of 
the whole house, to take into consideration th^ re- 
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pijTt of the finai^ce cotumittee of 1701 ; and after 
they shoald have resolved themselves into that com- 
nuttee, he should moVe certain resolutions of fact 
respecting' the report. If the ri^ht honorable g^en- 
tleman did not agree to the two reportsi being re- 
ferred to another select committee, he hoped he 
would not object to the house going into a com- 
mittee, to take the last report into consideration. 

Mr. Bastard's motion was negatived without a division. 

Mn Sheridan, in reply to Mr. Pitt, said, he cer- 
tainly should be extremely glad to accommodate the 
i%bt honorable getitleman, but it depended not on 
himself. With regard to the right lu>Qorable gen- 
tleman's remark on his nianner of speaking, be 
really had wished to convince the right honorable 
getttlemaoy withoixt any effort to appear so, that he 
was sertowB in wishing the two last reports of the 
finance committees, to be referred to another com- 
mittee. He was, he confessed, amazed to hear any 
complaint of delay from the other side of the house, 
and mb» espedially to bear it come from the right 
honorable gentleman, as it must be recollected, he 
had repeatedly censured the right honorable gen- 
tleman, for his regular procrastination of important 
public business, till the enA of every session. He 
declared he had expected, that the last report of the 
finance committee would have been brought for- 
ward long agd ; siiiGe^ befoK the Cbristmas holi- 
daysy the right bonorable geiitleman had taunted 
hiik on the ground of his Supposing that be would 
not faring the motion for the appointment of a com-* 
mittee of finance forward immediately after the 
Christmas recess > birt so far from ^oing this, the 
right honcMTBdde geotiteman bad not brought it for* 
ward for three months afterwards^ and the report 
of that committee had only been on the table about 
a week or eight days; and it was not,,. surely, Mn 
Sheridbn said, very much bis fault, that he bmA not 
read the report before it was received and printed. 
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With regard to the day of taking it into considera- 
tion, he was^ on his part, extremely desirous to 
have it considered some day in the present week; 
but one gentleman, who was on the committee, was 
obliged to be out of town all this week ; and he 
wished that gentleman to be present at the discus- 
sion, as he understood he was desirous of stating his 
opinion on the subject. Mr. Sheridan hoped, there- 
fore, that there would be no objection to Monday 
next; and if that day was agreed to he would 
write to the honorable member in question, to re- 
quest that he would attend. He concluded with' 
observing, that Monday, for the reason he had 
stated, was the earliest day he could name. 

Mr. Pitt regretted the absence of the gentleman aUuded to hy 
the honorable member ; but when he was told that an honorable gen- 
tleman who had been an the committee^ was out of town, and wuhed 
to be present at the discussion, he could not reakt the jproposed post- 
ponement: he could nott however, but lament the state of public bust- 
nesSf as he was afraid all in which he took apart, would be ended 
before Monday, 

The Speaker put the question on Mr. Sheridat^s motion, *' That 
the house resolve itself into a committee of the whole house on Man- 
day next, to take into consideration the report of the finance comr 
mittee." Ordered. 



May 27. 
ROYAL BURGHS OF SCOTLAND. 

Mr. Sheridan rose and said, that he would 
undoubtedly, have been much obliged to the right 
honorable gentleman, for his intimation of the 
speedy prorogation of parliament, had it in the ap- 
plication he was about to make been necessbryi 
to enter into all the detail with which it was con- 
nected. But such detail would not only be unne- 
cessary, but improper. Before he should proceed 
to state what he shortly had to say, Mr. Sheridan 
said, he should first endeavour to refute some insi- 
nuations that the business had not been taken up 
by those engaged in it with all the seriousness and 
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attention to which it was entitled. Every suspicion 
of this kind he thought it necessary to banish from 
the mind of the house, when he meant to call their 
most earnest attention to a business which he 
deemed of the utmost importance. In 1787, the 
first application on this subject had been made to 
parliament. It had been stated that the reform 
demanded was really no object to those who were 
chiefly interested. But how did this appear, when 
Qut of forty royal burghs, fifty-eight had petitioned 
for. the reform ; and he had been^ble to present to 
the house, a petition signed by ten thousand per- 
sons, almost all of whom were real burgesses. 
The first petition, however, sent to him in 1787, had 
arrived too late, as the period for presenting private 
petitions was then passed. In 1788, the applica- 
tion had been renewed. The honorable gentleman, 
who opposed him on the other side, (Mr. Dundas) 
had assented that a bill should be brought in, if it 
was printed, and had formed with him a sort of 
compromise; as an effect of which be expected, 
from his. usual consistency of character, he would 
now second the motion. Another honorable gen- 
tleman behind him, (Mr. Anstruther) who had like- 
wise opposed him in this business, whose opposition 
he could not but regret, and to whose influence, in 
every other respect, he wished well, except as an 
alderman of Pittenweem, had moved for all the 
charters and sets of the royal burghs, in order that 
they might be taken into consideration during the 
recess of parliament, 'with a view, no doubt, to the 
enquiry which should afterwards follow. Having 
moved for the materials which could only be useful, 
in order to institute an enquiry^ it could not be ex- 
pected that he should, oppose its p]:ogress. It had 
then been stated too, as an argument for opposing 
it, that the reform was demanded, would completely 
overturn the constitution of the burghs. In this 
particular, they had obviated the objection, by join- 
ing issue, and in this state the business stood at the 



340 [MAY 27, 

end of the session 178Q. In 1199, bb all public 
and private business had been mspended, from an 
unfortunate circumstance vrhieb, at that time af- 
forded regret to all good citizens, and which Uiey 
must now wish might never retura-«*-not much pro- 
gress could be expected to be made in discussing 
the refcHin of the royal burghs. The bill had been 
again printed, and read a second time. He moved 
for a committee, wh^i the honorable gentleman had 
saioL, they took a wrong course, and instead of mov* 
ing for a committee, in order to consider of a re- 
medy, they ought first to move for a committee to 
examine into the ^facts, by which, the necessity of 
this remedy was to be proved. To this pro{)osition 
they had assented. He moved for a variety of 
papers, which it was agreed to dbould be laid upon 
tbe taMe — and here again the matter rested. In 
the next session, Mr. Sh^dan said, nothing had 
been done. The papers moved for, had not some 
of them arrived till the middle of May, and not till 
he had found himself obliged to renew the order. 
No part of the delay, he hoped, could^ be imputable 
to him — the delay, this session, he would take upon 
himself. He had, indeed, advised it not to be 
brought forward at all ; this advice he had given, 
in compliance with the opinion of his friends ; that 
in tbe present state of the public mind, as differ* 
ently acted upon by the revolution of a neighbouring 
ocmntry, it would be prudent for a while to suppress 
all ideas of a reform at home. In this opinion, 
however, Mr. Sheridan, owned^, he could not agree. 
Sbr if either a spirit of servility had got abroad 
among^ sonoie, or wild enthusiastic notions of liberty 
were cherished among others, he deemed it equally 
incumbent upon parliament, uninfluenced by ex* 
trinsic circumstances, to shew their determined re- 
solirtion to redress every grievance that demanded 
their interference, and attend alone to die calls of 
jostice. He was likewise unwilling, he said, to 
bring forward a business of so tnucE importance. 
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without that wpport wliich he most respected and 
esteemed. Looking* to his object, he certainly con» 
sidered it as no ground of censure to accommodate 
himsolf to means, whibt be made no sacrifice of 
priocijples. His objections^ however, he had yielded 
to the wishes of those who were most interested, and 
he had the satisfaction to say, that he w^ supported 
in bis attempt by namies, which^ if he were to men.- 
tion, would not be deemed likely to countenance 
any act of rashness. He would first wish to remove 
every idea that in the present business there waa 
any novelty attempted. 

The honorable gentleman, who might be supposed 
well acquainted with the history of his own country, 
ancient and modern, would know that the internal 
government of the royal burghb, had always been 
an object of comfdaint and redress. He would read 
a commission so f» back as the reign of Chailes II. 
which enumerated the same grievances which were 
now actually stated to exist; and, among oAera, 
the misapplication of the public money, to the pur- 
poses of corrupt influence, an evil which was th^i a 
subject of complaint, and of which the honorable 
gentleman was to consider whether there now re- 
mained any traces. No new grievance was now 
the subject of complaint. Power had always been 
growing into abuse. The same evils had always 
exiided« No remedy was granted ; nor waa it likely, 
that in the reign which he had mentioned, any pro- 
viaioo should be made for securing the liberties of 
the subject. So had the matter rested till 1784; 
when, encouraged by the declaration of a right ho^ 
norable gentleman, that he would always support 
parliamentary reform as a man, and as a minister, 
the friends of reform in Scotland had formed a con- 
vention, and sent delegates from the fifty^eight 
burghs, who had different meetings on the subject. 
In this state the business had fallen into his hands, 
little more, he conceived, was necessary to be said. 
When fifty-eight out of sixty-six burghs have stated 
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great and positive jrrievances under which they 
labored, and when they had professed gratitude to 
a right honorable gentleman for the encouragement 
which he had afforded them to expect redress, he 
trusted that their gratitude would be confirmed upon 
solid grounds. If» after all the information had 
been procured, Mr. Sheridan said, they should vre- 
fuse to look into such information by a committee, 
they would certainly, by thus shrinkino* from the 
enquiry, grant that evils existed, which they had 
neither fortitude to examine, nor virtue to redress. 
If what was stated as grievance was fact, he de- 
manded redress, not. as a matter of favor, but of 
right; as a claim which was not. to be weighed 
by discretion, but which was established by justice. 
Ha should now shortly state the grievances which 

I were complained of : First, the magistrates exacted, 
without legal authority, the cess or land tax. He 
was not to be told, that the sum thus exacted above 
the le^al proportion was small. However small it 
was, the exaction was no less a violation of justice 

' than an object of redress. Secondly, the ro^istrates 
assume a power of disposing of the puli^lic money 
according to their own discretion. Thirdly, they 
were self-elected, contrary to the law, as might be 
proved from the charters on the table. , But what 

I was the most serious grievance of all, there was no 

I competent court of jurisdiction for the redress of 

grievances. In support'of this assertion, Mr. Sberi- 
an quoted the proceedings of the court of session, 
where, while the grievances had been allowed to 
exist, the court had been declared incompetent for 
redress. Nor did this competency which was want- 
ing in the court of session, reside either in the court 
of exchequer, or in the convention of the royal 
burghs ; so that here was an evil existing, where 
there were absolutely no means of redress. He 
hedged, however, to state, that he did not mean to 
include all the magistrates in the charge, which he 
had brought forward, of abuse j far less would he 
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impiite to his opponents any unw'orthy motives; as 
he trasted they would do justice to those motives of 
regard for the constitution, from which alone he 
had undertaken the present question. Whilst he 
gave credit tp the inhabitants of Scotland for those 
advantages which they derived from a spirit of 
enterprise and industry, he wished likewise to secure 
them the full protection of law, and the benefits of 
an equal and fair administration of justice. Mr. 
Sheridan then moved, '^ that the several petitions, 
accounts, and papers, presented in the last session 
of the last parliament, relative to the internal go* 
vernment of the royal burghs of Scotland, should be 
referred to a committee/' He said he did not 
know that pa;rliament would be soon prorogued ; it 
was an event entirely unexpected ; nor did he see 
. at present any reason for the strange scrambling 
expedition which had lately been used with regard 
td the public business. Much progress, however, 
mighj^ still be made ; and if parliament was not pro* 
rogued till Mr. Hastings should bring forward his 
defence, all that was wished might be attained. If, 
however, he should not now succeed in making that 

Erogress in the business, which he wished, he should 
ope, that he would, at least, be allowed to take it 
up at an early period of the next session. 

Mr. Fox seconded the motion ; but subsequent^ mated, as an 
amendment, that the words ** early in the next session,*' should stand 
as part of the motion, 

Mr. Sheridan agreed to the amendment, but 
thought it necessary to make some reply to several 
things which had been said in the course of the de^ 
bate. He could not help saying, that he thought 
his honorable and learned friend (Mr. Anstruther) 
had treated him rather harshly in ascribing to him 
motives for delay, which he begged leave entirely 
to disclaim. The honorable and learned gentleman 
had said, that the first part of his speech had been 
an apology for these delays ; now, he neither had 

VOL. lU A A 



/ a54 [MAV27, 

made, nor meant to make any apology on that point, 
altboogh he thou^bt it necessary, atMl no i»om than 
fais duly, and his wish, to explain to the honse the 
liifferent cauees that had oecanoned those delays, 
which it was not necessary for him to recapitukCe a 
second time. He could not avoid, Mr. Sheridan, 
flaid, taking notioe of what the honorable and learned 
gentleman had said, about his skating, in his former 
speech, his belief that he wonld have the support «f 
the right honorable gentleman opposite to him, be- 
cause that right honorable gentleman had been, 
anxious for a parliamentary reform, and that he 
had wished, as it were, to keep the right honorable 
gentleman to a bargain on that point. In answer 
to this he wonld say, that the honoraUe and learned 
gei^leman seemed not onl v to recollect for himself 
what had formerly been done in this business, but 
to recollect for the honorable gentleman opposite to 
ihim likewise. And, Mr. Shendan contended, that 
those who wished for a pariiamentary reform, must, 
agreeably to consistency, be friends to the present 
proposition which he had the honor to bring forward 
this night. He said, he must here disavow the 
cheurge that was brought against him by the rigfit 
honorable gentleman, of having, at this time, taken 
the house by surprise, by the notioe which he had 

E'ven of bis motion a few days ago. On this point 
I bad Q^lready given, he trusted;, sufficient reason 
fcir the delays in former years, and likewise why he 
)svas so long in bringing it on this session j but cer- 
tainly nobody could think from that, that he had 
abandoned the subject entirely ; if they did, they . 
were very much mistaken ; and he begged to recall 
to the ri^t honorable gendeman^s recollection, that 
it was upon his suggestion that he had dispensed 
with the second reading of the bill last year, in order 
that there might be time and opportunity given td 
state the specific grievances, and prepense a suitable 
remedy, because it certainly was proper that enquiry 
should precede reform. 
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' Now the right bonoraUe gentleman miMit allow, 
thet the enquiry had been made ; he trtisted^ there^- 
ft>fe, that he ebuld not refilse granting the remedy 
iipplied for. Mr. Sheridan said^ he agreed peif- 
fectly with the right honorable gentleman, tibat a 
decision ^m netessaryi akid he was anxious that it 
might be had as lipeedily as possible. He oon* 
lendedi that the application of these bdfghs was 
certainly sO fat connected with parliamentary l*e- 
forttii inasmnoh as they complamed of the ^If- 
election of the magiiitrates^. In this atad other 
grievances^ however, his honorable and learned 
iViend contended, thai they had no rig^t to com- 
friain, becau^ all the English burghs were in the 
same situation ; but this n^ dtoiM, bedause what- 
erver wal the chaTtei* of English burghs, or the oess of 
Scotiih burghS) the English cduld hot act ag*ainst the 
spirit and essence of their charters, but the Scotch 
had done so very often. Afler what had been s«d 
at different times in that house, it wduld be needless 
£ir him td detain the house with a minute detail of 
all the grievances which Were complained Of; and 
he hopedi if it were, as the honorable and learned 
gentleman had stated, that the English burghs wdfe 
in the same situation, it would not be admitted as 
a just argument, that aibuse ought to continue in any 
other place, beoiMise it exilted in LondoU. In his 
opinion thefe ought to be ho power of abtise without 
a J power of remedy, which seemed to be the ^M- 
sent state of the roval burghs of Scotland. Mr. 
Sheridan then remarked upon the arbitrary power 
and conduct of the convention of burghs, which 
sit annually at Edinburgh. Upon an application 
and complaint made to them bj^ respectable inha- 
bitants of a burgbf to enquire into some conduct 
of their magistrates, which was thought to be im- 
proper and against the interests, of tne burgh, this 
convention took the mMter into their censicbittfion^ 
and stated^ that to promote the harmoily^ good ^ill, 
and tfaiM|uiUi«y^ ae watt as thd peace a6d food order 

▲ a2 
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t>f the burgb, they had given what they called the 
following decreet arbitral; which was a sentence, 
** That the burgesses, deacons, &c« have no right to 
hold meetings, to confer, or .treat upon subjects of 
this sort/' By treating, it was not meant, entertain- 
ing, as canvassing at an election, but merely ai^uing 
upon maltters respecting the burghs; and vn this 
manner they discharged and forbade all such com- 
plaints, and declared the rights of the burgesses in 
that part of the kingdom, on matters in which no 
one could deny that their interests were materially 
concerned. Such, Mr. Sheridan said,'they found to 
be the liberal free cess of one burgh, agreeably to 
their present constitution, or rather according to Uie 
interpretation which the convention gave to that 
constitution. Another cess which some boroughs 
«njoyed, no doubt, for the same purpose of pro- 
moting harmony, peace, and good order among^ 
the inhabitants, was of a nature that prevented cer- 
tain degrees of consanguinity, such as fathers and 
sons, brothers, and so on, from holding offices in the 
magistracy ; a circumstance, the wisdom and pro- 
priety of which he did not mean to enter upon at 
this time* 

Mr. ShmdamCi original motion urns then put, and negatived.-^ 
After wMchphe adopted Mr, Fox*8 amendment, and maud, 

'* That the houae mil early in the next semon of parliament , take 
into eonmderatum the matter of the fetitions, and other papere, pre- 
rnited to the house in the last parUament, relating to the internal 
government of the royal burghs of Scotland." 

Mr. Erdane seconded Mr. Sheridan's motion, which was agreed 
to, nem. con* 



Mat 30. 



HEPORT OF THE COMHITTEE OF FINANCE OF 

1786. 

Mr. Sheriban rose, and moved, that the notice, 
which stood as this order of the day, for him to move 
for a committee to take into consideration the re- 



179L] 357 

port of the committee of finance, of 1786, And the 
report of the committee of 1791, might be read.— 
Tne same having been read, Mr. .Sheridan stated^ 
that there were certain papers to be presented that 
day, which it might be material for him to refer to ; 
and, therefore, he thought it right to move to have 
the order discharged and entered for the next day. 
He said, he hoped he should have no occasion to refer 
to the papers in question, bnt as it was impossible 
for him to say beforehand whether he should or not, 
he would move for the discharge of the order. It 
was discharged accordingly, and entered for this 
day. 

Mr, Pitt, who happened not to be in the house at the time the 
foregoing motion was made^ but came iniwt after, said, he under* 
stood the honorable gentleman opposite to him, had moved to put off 
the consideration of the two reports from the committees of finance, 
till the next day. He hoped, however, the discussion would really 
be brought on this day ; and, as the honorable gentleman had called 
the attention of the house to the subject, he gave him notice, that if 
he moved any propositions, he should either object to them, or move 
* amendments upon them; or, perhaps, move such other propositions 
as would bring the whole state of the subject fairly andfuuy before 
the public. 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply, said, it appeared to him 
to be rather premature in the right honorable gen- 
tleman to talk of objecting to his propositions, or of 
moving amendments, before he knew what those 

Eropositions would be. He did assure the right 
onorable gfentleman, that he would endeavor to 
make it as difficult as possible to the right honorable 
gentleman, either to object, or move amendments 
upon his propositions, which would be resolutions 
or fact, founded upon figures, to which it would 
be almost impossible for the right honorable gentle- 
man to object. 

mien the papers were afterwards presented, Mr. Sheridan moved 
to have them printed.^ 

A short conversation then took place between the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and Mr. Sheridan, onthe ground of its being impossMe 
iohaeeall the papers printed in time for the next day. & the course 
of the conversation it came out,that a material point in the discussion 



fimWng <tf C^rUcfhHtm^^ (mi tM Mr. Pift M Jfe^er^m 
miming receiwed a letter ^ ike sulgect afficiaUvfiram 1^4 SQufkr 
ampton, which Mr. Sf^dan wished to have tm before the house. 
Jlh\PUt said he reaify had ml had miMeknt Mmre to emuMn* 
If M wa$ proper to ke 4m§ tfM tf » «r wM mmHr to sendi ha tha 
kmfrabUfcatlemmneodwt.b^i^lin^ 

nnce^ if he could have amy sufih desire^ U was not tn his power to^ 
carry it into effect, asthepersm^ tphosent it might furnish a copy. 

■ II iinl ... \im^ 
JUNB 2. 

SVH£^ VOTfO) FOR CAB,I.TQN VQPSili;. 

Mr. Sheridan rose, and observed, that the 
Feturn made to bis motion fbr papers relative to 
Carltoa House, wa^ so far defective^ that a pamper 
'vbich he considered as of very considerable i(npal^^ 
^ce, had he^Q vboUy oiaitted. This omission \k^ 
by no means ascribed to ^sign, but merely to acci- 
dent. To explain the nature of this paper^ ha 
r^d a resoluticu^ moved «ome years a^o by tb^ 
light honorable ^qtkiaaii over against ^m, ^''- 
Pitt) and agreed to by Ihe house, namely, " That 
9A address he prese«iied tQ Hi3 Majiesty,, that he 
wojald b^ gr^ioiUfdy pleased to issu^ ixon bis dvil 
)}9, th^ sum of 4^90,000 towa,rds comple^ii^g tlw 
^qr^s aA CarltQQ l]io^9e4 w soa» v^ estimaite^. qC 
th^ whole Qf the e:i^pen8e for cooipl^ting the ww^ 
^oMld b«ive been laid bei^oireth^ Jji>n^ Commi^a^i^a^ 
^m Qf th^ Trcia&ury/' From tkm x^ml^iiofk H ^p^ 
|p^£^€4 that the uumey ought i¥4i to bftve b«^n 
mvk^ uatill estimates of tfie Msh^U c^xptnw sbpuld 
have beeiA pr^vipusly procured by tb^ Tremiiry: 
but the Jjf^d^ oi the Tr^^swty bAO i»i pQinit Qf fact 
issued the money, without having previcmi^y t^kw 
care to have estimates made out by the Board of 
Works. That it was by the K.ing% and not by th^ 
Prijdce'^ $^rvaAt» ib^Jk tb« esl^wat^s. Q»gUi Unt We 
bMik miada ou^t, app«.aved ffou this^ that Ca«lteii 
House beloR^ed no^ to t^^ ftrince of Wales, b»t 



to HiB Ma}e»ty ; and eonsequefttly Ihe money hav- 
i^^ beefi totefd for repairing a boose, if hich in re-^ 
dity belongs to the King, and not to thef Prince of 
Wales, it was by the King*s surveyors, and not by* 
those of the Prmee, that the ettioiate ought to bsive 
been mside: the person therefore to whom the 
money was issued^ ought to be considered as a pub* 
lio accountaiil, and bound to render to parliament 
an account of the expenditure. In this Ught Mr*. 
Holland ought to be called to give an account of 
the expenditure of the several sums which had 
beea voted fpr CarUon House. 

This, Mr. Sheridan said, he thought it neeessary 
to say, as a report, as strange as it was false^ had 
TOt abroad, that the money voted for completing 
Cisrtton Rouse, bad been taken out of the hands of 
fibose whose duty it was to apply it to the purpose 
for wbieh it had been voted ; and tha* it was appHed 
to purposes of a very different nature; The mi^ 
finisheo state of Carlton House might indnce people 
to believe this, who did not know that His Royal 
Highness, aol considenng the money as hie, but as^ 
voted for the repair of ln» father's house, had made 
it a point never to touch a shilling of it. Mr: 
^erioaa then observed, that in a letter from Colonel 
Hulse, in the printed accounts, it was Hl:ated* that 
serer a* papers were inelofied to Mr. PHt, one of 
which, marked No. 5, contained Mr. RoiTand^s 
estimate of the works, and an account of the money 
expended upon them, l^ow it so happened, that 
this paper, marked No. 5, had not been laid before 
ihe house ; he moved therefore that it be laid before 
the house. 

if9^ PM$md^ ihM m uiimgte had fcM» Mivered lo hmfifr HU 
Milfedjf^afianuai^ Maikm the mimmi of the mmmamnyfcr eam^ 
fkting andfitmUhtng CmUm^ Ifome ; in whkh eafew aUeratiom 
vmmm&de btyi the KiMf'sntrve^e^ thai he thought U beet topm 
the whdk mmi 4nrf£ mmw aecordmgfy pM Mo the hantb oj tke> 
Prmo^e^ TV etmi$ a t.\ Am to tke^poferjoir tMeh the honorMe hmw- 
to *«f maood^ hoitelmod jS wmootuoU^imthefrkikioMimiM^ 
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HUmgk U woi by mMke mmrM No.B^ituleBitff Ib.b:f§r 
CdimetlhMs Idler maaioned no mart fham five mehmam; tku 
No. 6, was therefifrt tk* frecUe poper which ought to have been 
marked No. k. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the right, honorable gentle- 
man was mistaken; for if he would read Colonel 
Hulse*s letter again, he would find that it men* 
tioned things as contained in No. 5, of which no- 
thing appeared in No. 6. He still insisted, that 
the minister, in obedience to the resolution of the 
house, ought to have ordered the Ring's surveyors 
to make out an estimate for work to be done at a 
house which belonged to the King, and not to the 
Prince. 

Mr, Sheridan's motion passed without a division. He afterwards 
wished to know (^ Mr. Pitt had any objection to a motion for a. 
copy of a letter written to him (Mr. Pitt) by Lord Southampton 
on tins business. Mr. Pitt having in reply stated the letter to be 
private. . Mr, Sheridan gave up his intendea motion. 
. Mr. Grey's motion for an address, imploring His M(0esty not to 
prorogue the parliament without communicating some distinct infor- 
mation relative to the cause of the present armament. 

Mr. Grey moved that an humble address be pr^esented to His Ma* 
jesty, to express the deep concern his faithful commons felt at being 
called upon for a promise to make good the expense of new prepa- 
rations for war, after having been so recently obliged to impose on 
their constituents additionaT taxes on account of the late armament 
ajgainst Spain. 

*' Humbly to represent to his Mt^esty, that in the answer whkh 
they gave to His mqjesly's most gracious message, his faithful com- 
mons, acted on by a firm reliance that His Majesty's paternal care 
and regard for the welfare of his people, would not suffer hxm, by 
a causeless interference in the disputes oj other countries, to endanger 
the peace and trmquUlity of thus. 

" That no inquiry was made into the particular circumstances 
which had induced His Majesty to arm, and a promise of support 
was given, as indefinite as the object for which it was demanded. 

" That since that pa iod tu>o months have elapsed. The prepa- 
rations for war are stiu continued- The expense Jor which Hts Ma- 
jesty's faithfid commons must hereafter provide is daily increasisifr. 
No information as to its cause or o^ect has yet been given ; and rf 
parliament should now be prorogued. His Mt^esty^s JaithfiU com- 
mons will be placed in the disagreeable, and hitherto unpreeedented, 
situation <^ returning to their constituents, after havktg sfUffefSted 
them, by a vote of tm house, to new burdens, the extent ofvMdk 
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they cMnai Bmii, mid thtjuttiee or fuemiijf of whkh ihty tmiut 

" For these reasoM, and others, whkh the circumstances of the 
times may suggest. His Majesty's faithful commons humbly implore 
His Mipesty not to prorogue the Parliament, till His McQesty shall 
have it m his power to. communicate to thsm some distinct istforma" 
tion relative to the cause of the present armament : in order, that if 
actual hostilities should take place, and it should be necessary for 
His Mqjesty to incur any farther expense, his faithful commons may 
have an opportunity ofexercinng their hitherto undisputed privilege, 
and disckarginf thenr mast impm^tant duty, in considering the ex- 
tent and propriety of the same, as well as ^ assisting His Mqjesty 
by their advice, to form a just Judgment both as to the expediency 
^ past measures, and the policy of future Councils ; and they hum- 
bly bef leave to assure His Mqjesty, that they will cheerfuUy forego 
the unvote benefits and conrfortsof an early recess, tofulju a duty, 
highly necessary to the public satisfaction, and of the tttmo^ tm- 
portance to the policy, if not to the salvation of the siatey 

Mr. Fox and Mr, Sheridan both rose to second the motion. 

Mr. Sheridan in support of the motion, said, thai 
much as the right honorable gentleman was entitled 
generally to the praise of . ability, he certainly had 
not on that occasion advanced any argument which 
could make it necessary for him, or any gentleman, 
to rise; especially after the clear and explicit 
answer of his right honorable friend. There was 
nothing to reply to ; notliing to refute ; a convincing 
proof that the motion which had been made so ably, 
and in the support of which his right honorable 
friend (Mr. Fox) had wielded his Herculean club, 
was unanswerable. All the puny effotts of the other 
side to resist the blows of that club, served only to 
expose them more to the eyes of the house in the 
unequal conflict; — they were e?(hausted in argu- 
ment. But his right honorable friend was not ex* 
hausted. His rich and fruitful mitid had produced 
the new and irresistible arguments which they 
had given conviction to every thinking mind. 
But the. opposite side of the house, Mr. Sheridan 
said, were not only tired but exhausted, — They 
were tired of being compelled to sit and hear accu- 
sations heard ; and whicli, whatever might be the 
result, which they could not refute; tired of en- 
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duriBg tiie scourge^ a&d <tf beings oUi|^€<i at the 
same time to kiss the rod ; tired of thieir owa sop- 
porters, whose clumsy defences served not only to 
aggravate their suffering, but to disgust their taste. 
And thus exhausted and spiritless they sat in ie^ 
. jected silence, and left the field to their conquering 
enemy. Ever till now, he said, the right honor- 
iaible gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had at least noade the 
shew of ingenuity ; he had always said something in 
▼indication of the measures he had- taken, or in 
support of the confidence which he claimed. But 
now be looked round with a supplicating eye» and 

Eressed allies into the service,, from whose aid, 
owever^ he did not profit, and whose excuses even 
he was forced to deprecate. Such was the situ- 
ation in which the opposite side stood, and with 
such complete triumph were the arguments of his 
bonorable friends to go forth into the country* 

He could not, however, say, that theve had 
faeea nothing new advanced on l^e opposite 
side* The riglvt honorabte gentleman had im- 
parted two pieces of important ii^rmaticHi;; the 
one good, suid the other bad. The bad point 
was, 'Uhat it was utterly impossible fw him to 
say when the armed negotiation might be con* 
eluded, the answer might come in a week ; but it 
might be a fortnight, a month, two months^ or linree 
months." Thus the house was toM that there was 
no reason to believe^ that tbougt^ Britain^ had armed 
to give vigour, dignity, and effect, to the negocia^ 
tien o£ the cai»i|et> they bad* na knowled^, cv 
even eonjectare, of the time when it could be €4* 
fectual; Tbis was bad news> as it proved thai firm* 
Hess» and decisiony which o«ght to be Ae natural 
oompanions of an armament, were wanting ; and 
tliat Plough fbey had put fibie natiott to all the ex^ 
pense^ ami had! committed* its charaeler i» the eye 
ef £umpe, they had not seal a message which must 
draw from, the eemrt of Rasm; a speedy andi un^ 
equivocal answer. Tk^ psimi of Wormatien which 
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h0 con&i4<9rQd 9S good pews^t was a distov^ery whj^b 
tka rigfkt hpnorable gentleioan had made, that in 
ca$e of the apprehension of an iDvasioat His Ma* 
je^ty might c^avene the parliament in fourteen, 
days. He had not been extremely aoeuvate on th^ 
pomt; bat it was hia opinion, that if, when \re had* 
s#nt oiir fle^t W the Baltic, it Sihoald be diBcovered. 
that there was an intention in the Empress to invade* 
this eoontry* the king might e:Mreise bis undoubted 
prerogatifve^ and convene the parliament inf9ur<»^ 
t^i^n day a This opinion was importaiiii; fo9» as. 
thci right honwable gentleman waa going into the 
oabinetf it was of eonseqiietiee to the howe to know, 
that they would have the reconunendation of the 
right honorable gentleman for this exercise of the 
power which was vested in the crown. 

No man, Mr. Sheridan said» was disposed to deny / 
the two pirerQgativeSy of making peace and war,, 
and of proroguing parliament ^ but he would make 
i]m unqualified declavatkni^^ that the prerogative <if 
making peaee and war was not lo be exercised 
without consalting the two houses of parlinment, 
when they could be eonsaUed. The prerogative/ 
oertainly oMghl not to* be exercised without sucht 
consoUation; and he would add, that it could not,j 
without material detrimeoA to the evown, and witb^i 
oujlj emdangering th^ best inteveste of the country .| 
The two houses were, the best and seundlest advisersi 
ot* the kiag; — for though he pe$i§^sed the^advmi^j 
tage of a- privy council (the seleetion of the ptivy* 
ooju^cil, called, the eabinet, was unknown to tike 
oQnsti!tu^OA)r tbe^ trw ao^ le^itimsile advisers wfaicb 
the cvown was-bowid to re&r to^ wae tfie ceinmoiisr 
and lord« houses of partiament> It mi^t happenjj 
undoubtedly^ thsit tk^ enown might be obliged^ , 
fhom external oirqumstancea, todeelate war at tk» 
tim^ ^ aepld not cousuft the two houses of parlitt>* , 
mmt* It waa trae^ smd it was a defect in tba' 
Q^iistilal^K. Itwa^aealamiiy^Mr. Sheridan said^. 
to^ whii^ thaAefoiSQ tk» nation mighit ha oQcamonaliy 
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subject. But would they covet that situation by 
choice, which was a necessity and a fault ? Would 
they voluntarily put themselves into a situation in 
which they could not derive the fair benefits of the 
constitution which Was our boast? Mr. Sheridan 
desired, that they should not be called on to make 
this sacrifice of their duty; he desired, that that 
which was their right, as truly as the prerogative 
of declaring war was the right of the king, namely 
the right of advising the crown, might not be sur- 
rendered by their own supineness, nor suffered to 
be^taken from them by the act of ministers. The 
address to the crown, which they had voted, saying 
generally that they would make good the expenses 
of the armament, was, in truth, an unlimited vote 
of credit ; and this he avferred was an act which 
the commons house of parliament had no right to 
do, consistently with the compact which subsisted 
between them and their constituents. The King, 
he said, must not dare to violate his compact with 
the people ; and in like manner the compact be- 
tween that house and the people of England was 
equally binding; and by granting an unlimited vote 
• of credit, they had done that which they had no 
right to do. If they should be told that they ought 
not to require previous information, as the purse 
was still left to them, Mr. Sheridan said, he de- 
nied it. They had surrendered the purse-strings; 
they were to be separated and sent adrift ; and 
the key of the strong box of England was left in 
the hands of the right honorable gentleman. He 
was to draw on the public for what sums he pleased ; 
nay, and without ever pledging himself that at any 
future time he would explain to the country what 
was the true meaning of his pursuit. What he had 
said on a former day, in the way of promise, did 
not amount to what a learned gentleman (Sir Elijah 
Impey) had said; and it was more explicit than 
what the right honorable gentlemah himself had 
recollected. Something between the two^ Mr. She- 
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ridan said, strack his memory, als being the asser- 
tion. It was evident that the promise which he 
had made on the affair of the Spanish armament, 
and which he had broken, had taught him pru- 
dence ; and he was now cautious how he promised 
to give them any satisfaction at any time. On the 
Spanish armament, he had directly promised them 
to explain the whole of the negociation ;— but on its 
close, not one explanation had been given .'-—if he 
had kept bis word, he would have convinced every 
gentleman of. the impolicy, injustice, and folly of 
the whole measure. Mr. Sheridan concluded, with 
observing, that the experience of that armament 
ought to make them cautious on this ; and he 
thought that they ought to come to a resolution, 
declaring that the house should receive from mi- 
nisters, at a future time, a full and explicit disclosure 
of all the circumstances of thiis armed negociation ; 
that they might be able to judge of the policy and 
wisdom of the measure, on which, without ex- 
planation, ministers had demanded the confidence 
and the money of the people of England. 

The house divided an the question ; ayes, 75 ; noes 170. 



June 3. 

REPORT OP THE SELECT COMMITTEE AP- 
POINTED TO EXAMINE THE SEVERAL PAPERS 
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE. 

Mr. Sheridan rose, and said, he rejoiced that 
they were now in a form to examine with accuracy, 
whether his assertions and predictions on the state 
of the finances, or those of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, had been verified by facts and events. 
The committee need not be alarmed at the number 
of the resolutions which he meant to move (forty) 
aldiough they were, he believed, one for every 
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nnnber present; became, being fDlindecl on the 
reports of the revenue committees of 1786 luid 1701, 
it required but little argument to support them. It 
was unnecessarjf, he said, ibr hitt to press ott the 
attention of the committee, that no subject could 
be more important, than whether or not parliament 
was doing its duty to the public on the state of the 
finances ,-«-was exhibiting a true account of their 
actual situation, and watching over every circum- 
stance in the receipt and expenditure of the money 
levied on the people, with the attention that t^ir 
duty to their oonstituents required* 

Experience shewed, that all the ciroimstancee of 
domestic economy,, in which nations were formerly 
interested, the patriotism of their rulers, and the 
characters of this or that great man, were becom- 
ing daily of less importance,' excepting the manage- 
ment of public money, and l^e mode of taking it 
from the people. When be considered this, he said^ 
fie could not but be surprised at the conduct of 
the house of commons, on a subject to which 
be thought they cguld not be too attentive. Instead 
of attention, be had observed, for many years, a 
remissness, which was far from creditable. Prom 
the examination of public accounts they seemed to 
shrink as from a task, which was either not within 
their province, or above their comprehension. Re- 
venue regulations and tax bills they appeared to 
consider as things which they were to vote on 
confidence in the minister; notwithstanding the 
multitude of provisions which they generally con- 
tained, by almost every one of which the liberty of 
the subject was more or less connected* In ^KAise- 
quence of thia confidential carelessness, Mr« Sheridan 
said, he had never been able to get a tax bjill 
printed, though he had often attempted it-^an at^ 
tempt in which be was persuaded he must at length 
succeed ; for it was Uiot to be believed that the 
house would persevere in passing bills, containing 
n> greal variety of imp^rt^t and complii^tttfdd 
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cfatQses, without taking tiie ordinary means to com- 
prehend and understand them. 

It was not a little extraordinary, he said, that 
when they had appointed a select committee to 
examine and revise the report of the committee of 
1786, on the state of the public revenue and ex- 
pense, when the committee of 1791 had made an 
estimate of the probable expense of the future 
peace establishment, exceeding the estimate of the 
committee of 1786 by half a million, that the 
boose had received that estimate without asking a 
single question respecting the cause of increase ; 
and had voted supplies for the peace establishment 
of the euirent year, independently of the armament^ 
exceeding Ihe increased estimate by 800,000/. with-* 
out a single reason assigned why the peace, estar* 
blishment of 1791 should be greater than that of 
fntnre years was expected to be. It was equally 
extraordinary that the committee of 1791 told the 
house that the revenue had risen half a million above 
the estimate of 1786^ and that the permanent ex- 
pense had risen above the estimate in the same piHH 
portion ; sd that all the produce of new taxes, of 
arbitrary and oppressive regulations, of the unjusti- 
fiable extension of the excise laws since 1786, had 
gone to the support of new establishments, and not 
to the reduction of the public debt. It was not the 
duty of the select committee to inquire into the in*- 
crease of the establishments. They had, however, 
made an estimate of it in their report, and such was 
the result of it, that the house had rdceived it without 
the least surprise. Were an historian to give an 
account of the affitirs of Europe since 1786, in hid 
chapter of finance, after detailing the situation o^ 
other states, he might naturally say, '' When we 
look to Great Britain, after the inquiry that she had 
instituted, and the principles of economy that she 
had laid down, we must suppose that she was avaiU 
ii^ hersdf of the quiet of her only formidable rival j 
and that the seeurity which she eensequendy enjoyed 
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was employed in reducing her esUblishment, and 
applying her increased revenue to conquer the only 
enemy she had to dread — ^her national debt." In« 
stead of this, we had been increasing all the means 
of defence in proportion as our security increased ; 
and our ministers had thought it their duty to look 
out for new enemies, when France ceased to be the 
object of our dread. Mr. Sheridan said, he had 
heard the extraordinary increase of the revenue, 
exultingly stated by an honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Steele^ before Chnstmas ; in opposition to whicb, 
Mr. Sheridan said, he had then asserted, that the 
average receipt, since 1786, did not amount to the 
estimate of 1786, and the report of the t^ommittee 
now proved the assertion. In that average he couLd 
not include the receipt of the last year, because he 
had not the accounts of it before him. But he ad- 
mitted^ that it had been great, and should, by and 
by, explain from what circumstances. 

The committee of 1786 found Ihe annual 

amount of permanent taxes at £12,042,697 

They had estimated it at - - 12,797,47 1 
It produced in 1786 - - 1 1,836,53 1 

Falling short of the estimate - - 9ff0,940 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, continued Mr. 
Sheridan, whose business it was to raise public cre- 
dit as he could, that he might losef as little as pos- 
sible of his own, resolved to get rid of this deficiency, 
and to screw up the annual receipt by every possible 
nieans. It was highly proper to do this ; but it 
ought to have been done openly, on a fair statement 
of the cause, instead of being done by what was 
called regulation of taxes, which were in many 
cases new taxes, and other indirect methods. 
I It was a false principle, that the true state of the 
finances was not to be told to the public. Being 
once fairly and honestly stated, and open and 
avowed means provided to remove any deficiency. 
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public credit would increase with public confidence. 
As one instance of indirect revenue, the assessed 
duties, on pretence of frauds and evasions, were 
transferred from the excise to the stamp office ; and 
instead of the usual mode of presuming- every man 
to be innocent till he was proved ffuilty, every man 
was presumed to be a defaulter, wha could not prove 
that he was not. Under the threat of a rigorous an4 
expensive exchequer process, it was assumed that 
no man had paid at the excise office^ and all were 
called upon to pay at the tax office. Those who 
had paid and had mislaid their receipts, or who did 
not' like trouble, could not apply at the excise office, 
as they were told they might do, to have the pay- 
ment made there returned, and by this mode a con- 
siderable sum was obtained, but certainly in a very 
unfair way of taxation. Something similar to this 
happened when 10 per cent, was added to the as- 
sessed duties, as part of the ways and means, for the 
expenses of the Spanish armament. About three 
months after, the collector came at Lady Day, and 
demanded 10 per cent, not for a quarter, but for a 
whole year. With just as much propriety, in point 
of principle, might he have demanded it for ten 
years. AH thefee indirect modes of raising money 
did harm. Retrospective taxes deprived the con-! 
sumer of the option which he ought to have, of using 
or not using the thing taxed } they insulted the feel- 
ings of men, and taught them to consider taxes not 
as a fair and necessary contribution for the public 
benefit, but as a harsh and unexpected imposition, j 

The average of 1786 and 1787 was £12,295,663 
Less than the estimate by -— — 501,808 
Theaverageof 1786, 87, 88, was — 12,468,092 
Less than the estimate by — •— 329,376 
The average of 1786, 87, 88, 89 — 12,653,537 
Less than the estimate by — — 143,934 

Thus all the accounts in which the great increase 
of the revenue had been blazoned forth^ for four 
yoL, ZI. B B 
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years, bad been cireulated for the purpose of delud- 
ing the public, and obtainiqg an easy concurrenqe to 
the progressive increase of annual expenses. 

irbeavernge of 17:86,87, 88,89,60 £l2^70,9Q8 
Exoeedijog the estimate by — ~- . . 6]«8S7 
, If the calculations, Mr* Sheridan said, were mad^ 
on the amount of the permanent taxes, and the laiid 
|ind malt, the result would be still n\ojre unfiayorabte 
to. the estimaste of the committee of 1786. Th»t 
qommittee, besides the taxes on . which they ca^ci]ir 
late4, pginted.out .various .additioiml aids, so that^the 
publie had a right to expect a considerable surplus 
fkbove their estimaste. The Chancellor of the JBsi^t 
chequer had qotbeen sparing. of ;ireffulations; he had 
miodified and >niiended tax bills wiui all, the effect of 
new t^xes, and extended the odioua system, of ex^ 
«|sQ ; and yet, with al) these helpsi <^e average pro« 
duce of the revenue, since that c^iqaate was made^ 
g4ve only the incojiside^ablje. excess above stated.— - 
Gentlemen mqst own, tlmt there never wa& a period 
more favorable to the increase of the rev^u^ in allits 
branches, or than whioh la more favorable pne could 
be exi)€|cted. Now, in the produce of 1790, which 
^alone^ad saved the credit of the .committee of 1786, 
even in appearances, there were circumstaaces 
which contributed to swell the amoQnt that ,^ould 
not be expected to be permanent, The produce of 
the fifty*tnird week, which came in only once in «ix 
years, was 193,0002. By the additional dtitie^ on 
ipirits, imposed before Christmas, about 100,000/« 
had been brppght into the account of that year, which 
was only an anticipation of the receipt of the next. 
The duties on spirits exceeded what they pro* 
duced in 1786, by 500,000/. There was also an 
extraordinary increase on tea, wood, and tobacco. 
It had always been admitted, that putting tobacco 
finder the excise laws, would increase the revenue 
for a short time; but it was denied that the increase 
would be permaoent. It cemai^ed^tp be seen 
whether it wodld be so K>riiot. The oonmiittep t^ 
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1791 said the increase of revenue might be relied 
6n\ because it was on ai^ticles of general consi!iinp« 
iion. The articles stated were so ; but oh many 
bther articles of general consumption there appeared 
from the accounts to be a decrease. In the tw6 last 
years 1240^0002. had been taken ou,t of the handd 6f 
the Receirer-General of the Customs, which was 
*c<i;bsidered as a floatitig 'balance tot likely to be 
dttninisTied ; bi(t whether diminiished or not, it could 
'fl6t come in kid of future years. 
'\0n lookinc^ at these, and other articles, Mr. 
Sheridan saia, he did not think th^t the receipt of 
1790 would be pcrtnahient. The select committee 
bad very properly distrusted the receipt of that year, 
and founoi^^ their estimate on an average of three 
years. As h^ tiieahtto follow their report as closely 
as he coul^f his rei^oliitions were founded on thiat 
dverage. The expenditure since 1786 exceededf 
on an average, the calcul'atidri of the committee by 
about on^ tnillioh; This excess h&^ been defrayed 
by e^iradrdinary di5s, which were aow first pro- 
perly brought forwdrd, and classed in the report of 
the seliect committee. They amounted to six mil- 
jlioiis ; and by so much since 1 786 had the annual 
expense \e}tceeded tHe ]permane6t annual income. 
From thd account of en^traordinary aijds, the com-' 
ihittee ekcluded the Diltltih loan ; now if the instal- 
ments by which' it wds repaid were pdUd into the 
hands ot the commissioners for reducing the public ' 
d6bt^ that bx^lusiidii Would be proper ; but as they ' 
'Vi^re added to the Ways and means of the current 
"y^ear, the repayments wobld' be spent, wtiile the an- 
nuity dfa which Uie pi^ihcipal was raised, remained, 
and woutd be as niuch ah addition to the public, 
^ebt aS any oth^r whatever. He was not lesd sur- 
iirised, he said, at another passage of the repprt 
Aftiir stating the ftxtraordmfiry aids, it aaded, 
*' from tlie nature of the articles, which have com- 
*^Bted these extraordinary aids, i^ is 'evidently im; 
|>o'8sible to forndi any eiytimate of what farther rtscei^'t 
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may be expected under such of those heads^ as can 
recur in future/' This seemed to imply, that some 
of those aids might be expected to be efficientj, or 
that something considerable might be still expected 
from the whole. He asserted, that none of them 
could be efficient to any degree, excepting the lottery. 
The respited arrears from the India company, 
amounting to 522,500/. being paid, could produce 
nothing for a future year. The arrears of land and 
malt due before 178is had gradually diminished to 
a very small sum, and were now exhausted. Of the 
impress monies and monies repaid, amounting ta 
820,165/., 600^000/. was received from the India 
Company for the expense of troops in India. This 
ought rather to be considered as a loan than an aid, 
because it was a claim which the company had al- 
ways disputed. A right honorable gentleman (Mr, 
Dundas) had, indeed, said, '' let us get the money, 
and see how they will get it back j" but if there 
t was not a certain management, he would not say, 
; collusion, between government and the company, 
: there could be little doubt, but that they would get 
^ it back on the fair construction of the act of parua- 
ment, on which it was demanded. This appeared 
lo swell the payments under that head for the last 
two years to a large amount; but if it were de- 
ducted, the produce of imprest monies and monies 
repaid, had fallen to nothing. 

The repayments of the Dutch loan, Mr. Sheridan 
said, as he had ftlready shewn, must either be ap- ^^ 
plied to the extinction of debt, or the sum lent, 
added to the increase of funded debt. The army 
savings, which had arisen from the issues of the 
war, were no longer productive ; in short, not one 
of the heads of extraordinary aids could be looked 
to in future, excepting the lottery, if parliament should 
think fit to continue it ; and he should never think 
the finances in a fiourishing situation whilst so mis-^ 
chievous a source was resorted to. Such being the 
future prospect of the revenue, what was the state 
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of the expenditure ? The committee of 1786 esti- 
mated the navy at 1,800,000/. ; the committee of 
1791 estimated it at 2,000,0002. What confidence 
coald the public give to such estimates, when they 
saw such an increase, without any reason assigned 
for it, and when they saw a snm voted for the cur- 
rent vear considerably exceeding the highest esti- 
mate r The committee of 1791 had not stated any 
time at which a peace establishment, according to 
their estimate, might be expected ; and in forbear-* 
ing to do this, they had been wiser than their prede-^ 
cessors. He wisned that ministers iVould try a 
peace establishment^ if it were but a year or two, by 
way of experiment, to see how the circumstances of 
the country could bear it. The estimate of the 
army in 1786, was 1,600,000/.; in 1791, it was 
1,748,842/. The ordnance in 1786, was 348,000/.}' 
in 1791, it was 375,000/. The noble duke, at the 
head of the ordnance, stated such reasons for the in- 
crease, as shewed that new articles were always 
likely to arise, and that no estimate was to be de- 
pencied on. The noble duke, who was a ffreat 
economist, and had many qualities that fitted him 
ibr his department, if he were not so great an 
engineer, added reasons to his estimate, and then 
shewed how little faith was due to it« 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he had now canvassed the 
*" heads on which the resolutions were founded; and 
he requested, that when the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer heard them moved, he would not negative 
or move the previous question upon them, unless he 
could shew that they were false. He said this, 
because he had moved resolutions on the report of 
the committee of 1786, which, though as clear in 
point of fact, from the report, as that two and two 
make four, the right honorable gentleman had ne- 
gatived, on pretence that they contained facts in* 
deed, but facts which it was not necessary to declare. 
It was hardly necessary, Mr. Sheridan said, to read 
the whole of them, because they were not a series of 
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iQgicai inductioDfiy but independent facts, and he 
should move. the first. 

^ Mr. Pitt UfUhed to kuar- the Ufhok, became Oeol^ iff th^^^ 
m^ee lO&s not merely to enquire^ whether the rendutiom were true or 
fafse, but .whether thev were material to declaring the state of the 
fiHancei^ as if apfeareain the rqfort of the select committee. 

Mr. Sheridaifi. then read his resalutions, with 
comments. <9^ each- The last, he s^.id, was an iwir 
fi^renc^ frgm the whole, which, if true, it was a duty 
which they owed to jthe^r constituents to declare. 

Mr. Rose thought it would be beet to move the resolutionot and 
have them printed: whieh, though not strictly regular, might be 
done by a g/sneral concurrence. 

Mri Sheridan e^pressefl hii^ assent to this methp^f 

Mr. Fox 9aid; he had no inientmn now to enter into debate^ but 
epmethiug had fallen from the right hor^abk geHtleman,for.whi^ 
he was sorr^. With some of fM resolvtions he had expressed hu 
btgrutneni^ to others his dissent; but upon the general view hp 
thought they needed not be put to the 'question. Now he* was ejf 
opinion, that eoery one of the resolutions^ his l^ouor able faiendoumt 
to receive an aye or a no. The public ot^h^ to be convinced uthmker 
the^ resolution^ were supp&rted mkrely Mf the authority of an indi^ 
ikhuili or fowsded Upon foots. Mr^ Pitt had no obfection togi 
wsUf.tke detaH: but thss; he said, waea point which mitst depend 
Uffon the discusnom that should aflerwards^take pla4iu Jtn the fnu^ 
ime^ he (lid not think the authority of one individual Efficient tff 
tall the hoUse to decide upon resolittions, tbhich were not, upon tite 
general view, deemed of importancei Monday he 'thought might be 
a fit day for the discussi^. Mr. Pitt . then read several proposi- 
iione, drawn up by himse^andafewjriefuls, who, hesaid^had taketk 
greiat pains with the subfect* As to extraordinary cj^penses and ex* 
h'aordinaryrksources, neither of these, Mr. Pitt said, he hadtalusk 
bd^cmiderktkn. /fihoioefkr,U should be thought necemiy to brin^ 
ihimfonvardi they would for;m two other resobOwns^ . He tmsted 
now that gentlemen, beit^ in fuU possession of all the materials ofdis* 
4!U8sfon, 'would be enabled to come to a-ded^d oonclusion 0i the s^ 
jitti • ' 'Mri Fox rose again and said, the chief obje^ wot m, tn Ajf 
stpif&ottr theresuit that>the hauu Ufouldform, but which the pidfUted 
^srge would fcm; far /though they had not in common with tke 
numbers ^f that, house, t^ advantage to be' drawn from the power ^ 
rjaionmg upon figures, vet they could easily distinguish what were 
fwts detided iapon by the oMhority of the house of commons, ami 
gftntndihok'opiuson upon ^ooe facte. He repeated, that U was Mb 
earnest wi^ to have on every propositi^ a dietiwA stfffmatioa ^ 
distina negative. Mr. J^Ut said, that he had no algectkm to thm 
facts vbhilch should lead to a conclusion. 
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Mr. Sheridan said, that his <ybject was not merely 
to state facts and figures for the information of the 
house and the country, he wanted likewise some- 
thing to be done ; — he wanted the house to disap- 
prove of the extraordinary expense, that the ministQr 
might be called on for an explanation. If the ex- 
pense of the establishments, he observed, should still 
increase with the revenue, a system would be esta- 
blished of the most lavish prodigality. The propo- 
sitions of the right honorable gentleman, he said, 
were in general fair and explicit; with the first, 
however, lie could not concur. The income of these 
five last years had not exceeded the estimate of the 
committee of 1786; for they had asserted, that if 
certain laws were enacted for the protection of tile 
taxes, they would produce so much more. On that 

ground he would negative the first resolution. They 
ad likewise said, th^t the extraordinary expenses 
would be defrayed by the extraordinary receipts ; 
in this too they had failed, for a loan had become 
necessary. 

June e. 
RBI^ORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF 1791. 

Mr. Sheridan expressed bis satisfaction, that 
the adjournment of the consideration of his resolu- 
tions had taken place, as it had given them time to 
consider them, and he was sure that the more they 
were considered, the more they would be acquiesced 
in. He observed, that it would be the less neces- 
sary for him to trouble the house at any length, as 
he had gone into the subject only on Friday last. 
He was, he said^ sprry to declare that he must differ 
from the resolutions which had been brought for- 
ward by the right honorable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt^. 
Those resolutions were extremely short, and few m 
number ; bis own resolutions were much more nu- 
merous. The first statement of the right honorabjle 
gentleman over the way, was, ** that the average 
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produce dnring the last five years of the taxes im- 
posed previous to the year 1786, had exceeded the 
amount expected by the committee, appointed in 
the year J 789 to examine the public income and 
expenditure/' That resolution, Mr. Sheridan, said, 
he must contradict. The other resolution of the 
right honorable gentleman, he observed, merely 
stated, that all the expenditure of the last five years 
had been defrayed either by the ordinary income, by 
extraordinary income, or by certain sums that had 
been borrowed ; which no doubt was exactly the 
method by which the expenditure in all parts of the 
world must be defrayed ; in such information, there- 
fore, there was nothing very important or very 
striking. 

Mr. Sheridan, having read over, in a summary 
way, the seven resolutions brought forward by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, declared, that he con- 
ceived they did not contain any great intelligence. 
He said, he. thought it his duty to go more at length 
into the subject; and he had endeavored to shew 
how difiSdent a committee should be, when they 
were endeavoring to prove, what would be the pro- 
bable amount of our future revenue and expenditure. 
The committee of 1786 on that subject, fell short 
by about 900,000/. ; and he contended, that all the 
accounts which year after year had been laid before 
the public by the right honorable gentleman, were 
absolutely fallacious, and that the predictions of the 
select committee, had completely failed. He had 
thought it a part of his duty, Mr. Sheridan said, to 
shew, that the average of two, three, and four years, 
had fallen considerably short of the sum estimated; 
and that the extraordinary resources of last year had 
been very great, and had enabled them to say, that 
on the average of the last five years, the Income did 
exceed the expenditure by about 51,000/. The 
right honorable gentleman had not only, he said, 
thought it sufficient to stale that our expense had 
been defrayed by our income, but he had also 
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thought it Tight and necessary to state what the enor* 
mous amount of those expenses had been, in the 
course of the last five years, and the resources also ; 
and to direct the attention of the public to the unfor- 
tunate circumstance of its not being likely, that our 
expenses i/irould diminish, when our extraordinary 
resources were nearly exhausted* 

There was, Mr. Sheridan said, another singu- 
lar circumstance highly worthy of observation, 
namely, that the finance committee of 1786, with a 
great degree of confidence, had laid down a peace 
establishment that Was to have taken place at the 
endof the year 1790; the report of the committee 
of 1791 had added between 4 and 500,0007. to that 
peace establishment, without alleging a single rea- 
son for so great an increase. He said, be had 
stated that fact, merely to shew what little reliance 
was to be had on the committee of 1786 ; and he be- 
lieved that committee was jufiit as likely to be right 
as the committee of 1791. Mr. Sheridan con- 
tended, that whilst an annuity to the amount of 
111,020/. had been redeemed by the commissioners, 
on behalf of the public, in the form of debt re-pur- 
cha^ed, an annuity of four times that amount was 
proposed to be entailed on the nation in the form cff 
increased establishment. He wished, he said, to 
come to his last resolution, which if the committee 
would grant him, he would willingly agree to wave all 
the rest. He thought he had a right to hav e that reso* 
lution granted him, simply on the ground of the dif- 
ference between the report of the finance committee 
of 1786, and that of 1791, with regard to the 
amount of the peace establishment. Here Mr. She- 
ridan read his last resolution to the committee, which 
was, ^< that upon a due consideration of all these cir- 
cumstances and accounts, this committee feel itto be 
their indispensable duty to declare that the great in- 
crease proposed to the permanent peace establish- 
ment in the report of the select committee of 1791, 
ought not to be considered as receiving countenance 
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or approbation from the house of commons until th^ 
causes of the same shall be fully ei^plained, and tfa^ 
necessity of them made manifest/* If the com- 
mittee would but &;ive him the last resolution, (Mr. 
Sheridan repeated) he was ready to ^ive up all 
the rest. He then concluded with moving his first 
resolution, VIZ. <^ that it appears that toe select 
committee of 1786 proceeded upon a supposition> 
that the annual and permanent taxes then subsist* 
}ng were likely to produce annually the sum of 
16,397,471/." 

Tke ChmrmoH having jnU the quatwrnmihuremlulum^ Mr. Pitt 
moved an ammdment^ that that mould he added the words, " include 
ing the land tax, 1,967,65Qlf.; malt, 632,350/.; and the permanent 
iaaei, 12,797,471/." 

Mr. Halhead aUowed that there had, indeed, been a woejul d^ 
dmey in the income of the Jirst year, 1106, from what it had been 
Mtatm by the select committee. But there was something, he said, 
unfair infixing tipon this particular year, 1786, and spreading the 
Mnfortumate d^ency of it oner the average of all the tdkers. Mfxry 
year since, the income of the. country had improved. And why 
should not gentlemen, instead of taking an average of the four first 
years, take an average which would be so much more favoraoU, of the 
two or three last} The lastyear hadmore than supptied the defi- 
eieney of the first. Mr. Halhead then went at groat hngth tefo 
the calculations^ and argued with a view, to prove that the rmbUimu 
of Mr. Sheridan were not founded, but that the resolutions of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer were agreeable to facts. 

Mr. Sheridan said, why should the honorable 
gentleman wish to leave out the baneful year 1786, 
and yet avail himself of the prosperous 1790? This 
difference, so striking in the produce of different 
years, was easily accounted for. Means would be 
contrived, by which the income of one year might, 
for a particular purpose, be swelled out, and the de^ 
ficiency made to fall upon the next; and that with a 
view of making the income of the country appear 
in a more advantageous light than it could really 
bear, as was the case with the income of the year 
previous to 1786. Hence proceeded the deficiency 
which, according to the honorable gentleman's ex* 
pressioi^ had so woefidly fallen uppn that year. 
From the same cause, he would venture to predict. 
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that the income of the present year wonld not be 
equal to that of the preceding. That the extraor- 
dinary expenses were out of the vie^ of the cdm- 
mittee of 1786, Mr. Sheridan denied to be the case ; 
but ^e had no objection to the right honorable gentle- 
qiati's amendment, if the JSgiires Were right. The 
fair way of taking the land and malt taxes, he said,' 
Was pif the annual producife, including the arreeir^ 
df fornaer years paid ip; because tb'e latter would, 
on ah i^erage, be pretty equal, the produce wa^ 
orer-calculated, ana the interest bf exchequer bills^ 
from itfie way of making up tli(^ slccoimt, was undier- 
ra^e'd, making a ditferehce of niore than 4b,00b/. a 

Mr. Put and Mr. Ron next spoke. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that the advocates of the 
report pf 1786 never ?ould picet him before; and 
could not 4oit now, without taking into the account 
of the year 1790 many sums that were anticipations 
pf tbe re;venne of tfife current year. Yet with all 
t£(i9, i^d their five years tinkering of revenue lawsj 
ibey were paly. able to shew an average exceeding • 
of about 50,000/. Strike off what they had got by 
new taxes and anticipations, and, he said, th^y 
would still be deficient £o a great amount. 

TJhf amendment ivas agreed io, and the resotutum eo mentfedt 
paned the committee. , 

Mr. Sheridan then moved the second resolution* 
He said it was taken from the resolution of 1789* 
^e tiad lejtt oi^t some wbrds^ because they were 
more favourable to his argument than he thought it 
required. These he would add as an amendment; 
ain^ let the committee tlien vote, that words were 
not in the report, which were copied from it, if tHey 
could. 

The amendment we^ agreed to, and the remdution 'to^ amended 
negatived* The third and fourth reeolutione were afterward* agreed 
to witheome amendmenti. The (Mrman was ordered ta report pro* 
grenandask leave to sU again tomorrow. 
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JtJNB 7. 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF 1791. 

Mr. SnERix>AN said, that those of his resolations 
which had been already moved, had met with so. 
discouraging a reception, that he now'foand he had 
nothing to ^ain, and that all his exertions in their 
favor woula be useless. Having experienced, how- 
ever, so, much opposition to his statement of the in- 
come of the country, he should now only try whether 
the same opposition would be continued to his state- 
ment of its expenditure, and for this purpose go on 
with a few more of his resolutions. He should take 
occasion, at some future period, to bring them all 
forward in a form in whicn they might be inserted 
on the journals of the house. 

The resohUunufrom the bth to the tenth were then read, and 
dfiiT mime dwrt md detmUory canvereaHan, eueeemvefynegathxd* 

Here Mr. Rydtr moved,-^** That the total amount of m mterett 
and charges of the pubUc debt, andqf the tume issued for the reduC' 
tion thereof, of the charges on the aggregate or coMoUdaUdfund, 
and of the sum granted for the suppUa, dwrtng the lad five years, 
excepting the eum of 207,000/. which remained tq be proMedfar m 
the present year, under the head of deficiency of grants, has bem 
defrayed by the produce within the said years ^ the permanent 
taxes, by the annual aids on land and matt,^ and by the sums arising 
from extraordinary resources, with the addition of a loan of one nm- 
Uonraised by tontine, and of 187,000/L raised by short annuities^* 
Which motion, after same conversatien, was carried. 

They then proceeded to the Wth resolution, upon which Mr. Pitt 
moved an amendment,—" That the sum for defraying the armament 
of 1790, and keeping up the additional number of seamen, was do- 
frayed inienendently of the ordinary income.^' This amendment 
ivas adopted. The \2th, 13f A, andjourteenth resobttums were then 
read, and negatived ; the \&th was also negatived without a single 
objection etaUd ; the XQth was agreed to; the VJth, with an amend* 
ment, enumerating the several articles which raised the estimated ex- 
penditure of 1791 so much above that of 1786, was also agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan now moved an additional resolu- 
tion, in substance *Hhat the estimated expense of 
the navy, army, ordnance, militia, and miscella- 
neous services, by the report of the committee of 
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1791, exceeds that of the committee of 1788 by 
434,293/.'* which was agreed to. 

T%e la^A WM negatived, and the I9th, as dependant an the farmer, 
withdrawn. 

On the twentieth, Mr. Steek proposed amendments^ stating that the 
excfiss of the sum voted far the service of 1791, above the esUmatl rf 
the ccmmUteeofnW, includes vmiaus articles of expense, that will 
not occur again. 

Mr. Steele's amendments were introduced, and the resolution 
agreed to. The 2i<f and 22nd were withdrawn ; the 23d was agreed 
^0, with an amendment ; the 2Uh was negatived without any ot^ec- 
Han stated; in the 25thy Mr. Ryder mtrodueed the substance of 
several others, though in a very different form ; theJtdth waswith" 
drawn ; the 21th, ^h, and 99th, were negatived without any ob" 
jection stated. 

Mr. Fox here observed, that the intention seemed to be to negative 
loU that were evidently true, and thateauldneither.be supported nor 
•opposed <ty argument. 

The I3th resolution was then read. Mr. Pitt moved an amend- ' 
ment^ that the words from " that,'' to " money,*' be left out, which 
was dcemrdingly adopted. 

The 92d,9:M,and9^h resolutions were negatived. 

Hpre Mk. Pitt moved, " That during the said five years the sum 
of b,^24,W2l. including G7^,692L arising from annuities expired 
or unclaimed, and from dividends on stock bought, has been applied 
to the reduction of the nationid debt: and that the annual interest 
an the stock bought, and the present amount of the annuities expired 
or unclaimed, appears to be 264,81041^, in addition to the million 
MnmuoUy charged on the consolidated fund.'* The motion was put, 
and carried. 

The remaimng resolutions, the Z6th, 2eth, 31th, 2^h, and dM, 
4dlwereanegatwe. 

Tie rqfort was ordered to be received the next day. 



June 8. 
RfiPORT OF THE FINANCE C030IITTEE OF 1791. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that unsuccessful as his 
exertions had been to obtain a true statement of the 
revenue and expenditure for the last five years, he 
would not, as his opponents had done, attempt to ne- 

fative any resolution of fact. The resolutions which 
e had moved, he was certain, exhibited a more 
clear and correct view of tl)e finances, than those 
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contained in the report; and for that reason, he 
should move the previous question. 

The previous question was negatived^ and a string of resobUiano 
n^ovedf and agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that having ^ven notice of 
his intention to endeavor to o^et his resolutions pt^t 
upon the journals, which could not be done by mov- 
ing* them in a committee, he should now move the 
first. 

Mr. Pitt said, thai the resolutun^ having beenfi^y diemmim 
the commiUee, he should move the previous ^iestion on every one rf 
them ; and which being carried on all, except the lad, 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that compelling the 
^Chancellor of the JSxchequer to resort totfie pre- 
vious question, was precisely what he had in view; 
as itshew^d.that the right honorable gentleman felt 
the resolutions to be facts, and dared not atlow them 
to stand on the journals as negatived. Mr» Sheri- 
dan said, the last of his resolutions, with a little 
' alteration in the preamble, was as applicable to th^ 
resolutions adopted by thchouse, as to ibose with 
which it was originally, connected, and he should 
take the sense of the house upon it. He then moved, 

" That, upon due consideration of the report 
made this day. from th$ committee: of i^e whole 
house, to whom the consideration of the report from 
the select committee of 1791 was referr^ j aiid also 
upon consideration of the two reports of 1786 and 
1791 ; and of the several a:ccdunts before the house 
relative to the public income and expenditure, 
it appears proper and necessary to declare, that 
the great increase proposed to the permanent 
peace establishment, ,in the report of 1791, ought 
not to be considered ,as receiving countenance or 
approbation from the house of comnions, until the 
causes of the same shall be explained, and the ne- 
cessity of theih made mianifest." 

The house eUvided'-^^es 19; noes 34; mt^ority Ih 
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SUMS VOTED FOR CARLTON HOUSE. 

The repcrt WMi brought up hy LordSkMeld^ the chahrman of 
the tornmntieet who moved that it mould, ufitnan humble gddreu, be 
wuibmtted to Hie Majesty. 

Mr. Shsridan recommended it to his lordship 
to move ** That the report lie on the table and be 
printed.'* The object was, that the whole trani^ac- 
tion, might be fairly known, and the misrepresei^ta* 
tions done away which had been circulated respect^ 
ing it. This he wished more particnlarW, on ac- 
count of the e:Ktraordinary mistake ot keeping 
bf^ck a paper (No. 5) which he had long contendea 
was delivered in at the Treasury, and which' 
was at length produced. The omission had made 
fi deep impression on many gentlemen; and waji 
the more extraordinary, as the paper was the most 
important of all ; shewing hpw the money had 
been applied i and the papers first presented, among 
which another was substituted for this, containing a 
note, signed George Rose, stating^ ** the commis- 
sioners of the Treasury had no official knowledge 
of the application of the money, after it was issued.^ 
Mr. Bb^ridan said, he did not mean to take any 
further notice of this ; but he hoped those in .whose 
care the p^per was, would be severely reprimanded 
by their superiors for the neglect. 

The report ufoi ordered to be printed* 



February 17» 1702. 

STATE OF THE, PUBLIC INCOME AND EXPENDI- 
TURE. 

. . The hourn reeolved i/tseff into a oommHtee, to cemider the $Me^ 
ihelimmee. Mr. Pitt represented them in so favorable a Ught, 
that a diminution of the public burthens might reasonably be ex- 
pected. The permanent taxes, from mi to the commencement of 
1793, had produced 16^790|000/. ; exceeding the average of the laet 
four yean about HMfiQOL; deduetinffromwhkh the ^etaiqf the 
expenditure-Hmmmting by the reductions proposed to UpSlhWM. 
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— ike pennnmad metme would exceed the pemumeni expaue^ incbid- 
mg tht mUUen annualfy appropriated to the extinction of the no* 
tianaldeift, by no Uuthan 400,0001. The supplies wanted for the 
preeent year would amount to 5,054,OOO£ ; for which themeanipnh 
tided amounted to a mm, exceeding the former hy 37,000/, From 
the foregoing statement, Mr. Pitt was of opiMan, that the surplus 

tihk4iOO,OQOl, would enable government to take cff such taxes as 
r chi^y on the poorer classes, to the amount of ffne-half of that 
sum ; and to appropriate the other half to the dumnuium of the 
public debts. By the methods pn^eeted for the redemption of this 
Mt,25,0(H},0Q0L would be ptdd ^ in the space of fifteen years ; 
towards whkh, the interest of the sums annualfy redeemed shnUd 
be carriedto the mddng fund, till the annual sum to be applied to 
the redemption of that debt amounted to 4,000,000/. Having made 
this favorable representation of the state of the finances, IMhr Pitt 
finidud by a warm tulogitun on the actual prosperity of the 
nation. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the splendor of the right 
honorable gentleman's speech nad made sach an 
impression on the committee, — they had been so led 
away by the figures of rhetoric from attending to 
the figures of arithmetic, that he should find it 
difficult to recal them to the true object of the dis- 
cussion. He fancied, however, this dazzling beauty 
would not be found so captivating to the people ; for 
after the rapturous statement of prosperity which 
they had heard^ it would be a disappointment to 
them that all accounts of surplus sunk so infinitely 
small. Who that had read or heard the reports 
of a surplus of 1, 200,000/. of nearly 900,000/. beinfi^ 
actually in hand, would have believed that in truth 
the surplus would turn out to be no more than 
58,000/.? — He was generally incredulous on these 
anticipating reports ; but he confessed, when he 
heard of the iKjng's coming down, announcing a 
surplus, and the minister inimediately after, holding 
out taxes to be repealed, he thought there must be 
90me great stupendous increase of revenue ; and his 
Confidence would have been greater, if he had not 
unfortunately heard all the minister's former pledges, 
and particularly that solemn, religious pledge, that 
no interruption should be made to the application, 
of our surplusses, until they amounted to four mil- 



liiins a yebr/ -He tbta exatnih^ th^ stet^tfient of 
Mr. Pitt, and drew from bis review ttfis cohchisibh 
•~that the increase of oar pi^oa^erity, haid not 
' brought with it a proportionate increase of ' oAr 
* revenue; The increase of the latter was to- be a^- 
'cribed to the new burdens laid on the people, or fo 
thi regulations of the old taxes, which, in iact^ werb 
so many additions to them. Taking' the reports 
of thetwo committees as bis ffuide, he took the 
athount of the new and regulatea was taxes firom the 
general totals and she wm that the actual increase 
of the permanent' revenue since the year 1786, wai 
-180,000^. ' If he was asked fairly, whether the 
amount of our taxes, from experience, was such as to 
wai>r&nt the legislature to dispense with a part of 
thetoV he would frankly answer No.*^But if he 
was desired to* revise tlie whole syMem ef our tax- 
ation, to see if the people might not be materially 
relieved from the most grievous of their burdens, and 
the revenue be even improved thereby, be would yield 
his'cheerfol consent, and think that the house might 
render most essential service to their constituetits. 
The plan pursued by the right honorable gentle- 
'tnan, which was^ calculated to embarrass the house, 
caused hhn and every gentleman an insurmoant- 
able difficulty. It was held out to the nation, that ' 
the crown, from a motive of endearment, had pro- 

Eosed relief' to the people, and that the ministter 
bd even natned the taxes which were to be ^bo- 
lijriied. If theiy should, fromr a sense of their dbty, 
declare this could not be done without a deviation 
from system, without hazard to* the national credit! 
'-'-^ithottt disorder 'to the finances, the house of 
commons was dt)ont to be made odious to its consti- 
theott, and the trown was macle the object of popu- 
lar 'confidence. Snefc was plrecisely the case iit 
^hich they stood; and yet; se 'Air Was this from 
t^eVi^g' a proof of endearment, that it was a strata- 
^erh 6alculatfed'to mislead and betray tiiem. It 
w'a* a- Comptote/mitWlider <tf the principle of re-^ 
yoiM iL c c 
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;46iBptiaiit We nwe now, ia'17^ to radeem less 
itpcl^ thun we did m 1786; fyr k Wtt m elev pro- 
^posifiM, that by the increased state of the nnda^ 
and i>^ thus diirertiiig so large a part of the surplas 
. from its devoted aod sacred end, we were to bay up 
, less, annuity than heretofore. What was the reason 
.pS ail' this 1^ If the right honoraUe gentlemaii was 
called npon to say w%, with this prosperoas reye- 
^^e^ we were to redeemless debt; he woold answer, 
^^btqcfuose we could |iot afford it. Why the right ho- 
4iorable gentleman did not think it right to extin- 
,gQ}ah tiie nniboded debt, a. great part of which 
bqre interest, and himg about cor n^ks with great 
jnconvenienGe, as the right honorable gentleman 
felt in his Spanidi nrmament, he could not take 
upon himself to say ; he supposed, it was that only 
would be a proper, Imt not a spleqidid measure. It 
would be a great and effectual benefit to the xere- 
nue, but it would not serve the purposes of momen- 
tary fame, by taking off the odious taxes which he 
Imd laid the year betore. He now provf^d how well 
he could have opposed these taxes, if they had come 
from anv other person; and the house woold now 
find, by his own language, how mnph they had been 
to blame in yielding to the arguments bv which 
they had been originally recommended, — The house 
.would see. now, though the ui^raci^ms task had 
been imposed on them to lay these taxes, their coiv* 
stib^ents were not to look to them fpr their relief. 
A pew feeling of hope was to be inspired into 
^^P^ple--^ new feeling of gmtitude was to be 
planted in their bosoms — liiey were to be taught 
to petition for relief from taxes. It was n yejry 
delijcato subject for every gentlenaftn to speak upon; 
it was . layii]^ an ^mbai^o oi\ ithe. Jiouse. No map 
could put himself into the ungracioua state o^ ap- 
posing the repeal of afflictinflr t«K«Sr Who com^ 
deny to the petor family the boon * oft getti^^ th^ 
candles a hal()petiny xiim^t? It i^ pvafs^ j;f||Dt«f 
of dnty should u|ge ge^tiemep to JMtW^^4- 



feiuttiQii ^f the^pftnti^/ip r*l* .Cwe, .and to oppQ$^ 
IhiH^^ful andinfiidiiKMu^ M/ay ^a^tackijGig theprivi^ 
leges Qf tbecQiwpiwsbQu^e of pg^Uam^nt, h^ Vo^w 
wdl kQw.;«as|ily ^ ary. n^ight b^: mia^d^again^liiiii, 
Mki mtkt wjipat fi^c^yiity b^rnigbt bejuftde the victim 
^f a jlittfe wdUmanag^d misirepresi^Qtatioii. He re- 
ioembei:ecl a Mne ortwo of spixie verseb raadeupcNi 
lii» liouorable friqud, by one of bis > coiuftitaenls^ 
^^hieb never failed to produce a torrent of applwse; 
not from tbc; el^gtm^e of tbe poetry, .so muiih.u 
Irom 1^ (Sturdy n^ C(^ptamlum praise wbich it gate 
him. His friend, wbo, .^itb all his merits, bad eer^ 
.tainly no pretention to tbe praise, wbiald pardon him 
ibr repeating it. 

** Whenever a tax in the hoote was projected^ 
' Gieitt FoK fape loae ap aad always oDJeete<L'^ 

Now this, which was certainly untrue, mi^bt be 
turned very neatly to the detriment of those who 
might thinJc it their duty to enquire before they 
acted — to ascertain whether we really had a surplus 
before we gave up our income ; and at any rate, 
the grace should come constitutionallv from. that 
branch of the le^slature which had tne power of 
|he purse, and which had been called upon so. un- 
mercifully by the same right honorable gentleman 
to draw the strings. Why had he not waited, and 
|riven the house the grace of originating the mea- 
sure? The truth was, it bad been craftily consi- 
dered as the .^est answer to all the imputations 
against bim for the Russian and Spanish wars ; so 
at least other men, who had less candor and re- 
spect for him than be possessed, would insinuate. 
They would draw strange conclusions from the cir- 
cumstances i s^nd tbe pation might be brought to 
Ibink that blunders were more advantageous %o 
them than wisdom: — that when he was convicted 
of error, be. distributed to them relief. A session 
without a blunder, would be a session of calamity 
but au alrpiament would be desirable. I have in- 
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thought, that tbw0 wfift m much dr^ad dn the part 

of mipikerH about rthe ppinion 0f the coaii^» on 

Ib^.war witbRi&stiarl^hiehy but jbr the timely aad 

QobrtitiAtio9aViiitaiference in that house, tbdy would 

haye pbiD^ed; ito' ibtQf that they wished to avoid the 

iffi^t^ of it: byi'BO«lbi|kg the peot>le With aa idea of 

lifffatenitig! tbek.hiHfdeiifii ana taking, off taxes, most 

of. ^hieh:^^i;hadttheal8el¥et:.p«{t.0Q»< As to tibe 

argulB€Mk$ 'jhit prefenring. the mode of taking off 

ta^s in • place of paying a part;.<>f the unfunded 

debt, he, tras perfedtly against at^ because he thbugl^ 

idiat was wh^retbey ought to btiYci begfull. Asd lie 

]W(c>a^ only I sayi that the midistdr, % talctingone 

ino4c^.might have done a silent^ <)uiet» and essential 

• b^oefit to tlh^ people ;> whereaia^ the one be baa taken 

I is lan. ^ osteptal^ous^/ deltisivei aAdidangeifouaapj^id 

!.t€f ^pqpuUritf for the moment^; iwitboiit any jr0gard 

ktitncur to pnndfle, or the real lasttiAg gpood of the 

(jcountry. 

At Imgih the hnue eamcided with Mr. I^& frpK^ 'fr' « 
rqfeal ofthtm taxes an 8ome articles that were the most unpofvlar. 

' rik reMUidti f&r Utiing HmQflWfrm thi imidUMdfimll, 



:Mi^; SiaicliitoA'^ mse to cri^^ bf life 

im^' i^ ' th^ mx)A(i df antictpati6n,> • which the ' Mi- 
tihtefi tedmed' indked^^o ^niite iffhitP (^steof'of 
ifiuancjei He confiSdei^d tfaai< an^iicii^iBg thi Ara- 
dkxce of a fifth cpiitrtiei'^ wa^ islcfUktm^ Mit a luiltJilrron 
^til^ ^iisUt^i^ ycwp; 'b^auf^ tfy^'aibiie^ wfaidb ww 
-A^ki&d i6 bft a|/pfie^ towards tfedu^tng* ther hilffotMl 
d^Bi/w«ts.r.4{d)v nyt id oiir poMsion') tftid'voiiJig 
n^biie^ ^Mch m bad iidt, wmiotiteneyds^bihr tipon 
dib ]|]^(Miiit^& 6f <tte enbuitig >yefat<, appeir^Kl'wbiiii 
Isif itf^ on 41 d^y bfjioirt(hiti^ ftom odrisl^lWftlv ^nfl 



veas woirse than any other loan^thltt^e cbtild oW 
tarn. He said^ by this mpd^ 6f anticipatioQi it was 
impossible that any a^toal sti[tement of the pnbliq^ 
accounts could be made up or settled till after thef 
5th of April; and of course the rerenue bHis would 
all: of them ccmie to be discnsfiried, as had been the 
case fbr several yesdrs past^ in thin houses, and at a 
season of the year ' when it was not probable eithev 
that the attendance of members ipomd be secured. 
Or these rereniie bills meet with that attention whicK 
their importance ^rei^uired,. That tbisf liad been the 
case inlormer y^krs, he b^f eted' no onb could deny-j 
and the unprecedented hiirry atid bustle which hafd 
accompanied those bills i^ their progress thrpugrt thd 
houise, was in the recollection pf .every gentleman ; ii 
by anticipating the quarter, ending the 5th of April, 
ttOt one of ihbse bills could be passed til]l^ after thd 
S^er recess; atid he insisted, that b\lls of the iit- 
mdst coni^eqtieDc^ had been passed in a matirie^ 
Witfiout' any notice. The house had received a very 
striking instance, in .wjbkt had^fttl^eti fifom a r^hi 
hlotlorable gentleman 'opposite to hitii, on the bill for 
granting and contihxiing bounties dx\ the Greeti^nd 
v^hale Ashery ; : 'which, though broi^ght into the housd 
bv himself, he seemed to have no' knowledge of)it 
all; and he said, With tnrth, that it passed la^t y^ar 
Wftiiout any notice. With regard to the attendance 
being thin after Easter, it might be said, if the re- 
venue bills remaitied to be passed, it was the dtity 
of members to attend ; this was true, but experience 
had repeatedly shewn us that it was not practicable; 
Upon' this part of the subject, he begged feave to 
adfdVess himself particularly to that respectable set 
of men; the country geptlemen, and no man coula 
imtertain greater respect for them than bp did.— ^ 
The delaymg of th^ revenue bills till a late period 
Was a matter particularly interesting and important; 
it was their duty, in common with the rest of ^thii 
house, and even more particularly so, to observe thai 
vigilance and regard tor the public income and ex- 
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pend|tQre» aojd thftt j^pfc^IoM^ ^tteotim to every- 
Hieasi^ that to^k qiQiiey firom the pockets of their 
CQp^ituents, so much and ,f^ .prqjperlly enforced ia 
the exclusion of the right honorable genUeman'a 
celebrated finaiu;e s^peech, Tbey were the stewaixls 
of ibepubUp j[>u]ff$e ; ^pd he would ask how it wquld 
Ijjiecoine them. to me^t their constituents before the 
ppbliq bosin^ss ff£ th^. session had ,been entered 
upon ? Might. n9t t)|eir constituent^ say, if e ara 
Djer y glad to see youj but pray .^U us, is all tbf^. 
t;|i|^iness of the session over ? Would t|iey ai^swer^ 
No,; the tax bill^ anjl all the pther revenue lawfii 
fMfe still to be passi^d, l^ut so late in the s^sioq, we^ 
c^fuld not wait tiU they came on; we have left the 
whole of that business to the Chancellor of the £x-* 
chequer, whom we believe to be a very good sort 
oi man, and, who. will pot thipk of dping any thingi 
wi^ng. Thi^# he itnagiped,; woqld not be thought 
quite doing the duty qf ft member of ^^arliament. Vi^ 
next objected to this system of anticipation, becausf^ 
^h^re was no saying how far it:mig;ht be caj^riedf 
a^d the greater t|te ai^ility of the m^i/ster, there ^^^ 
^e more cause to fear its petnic^Qus effects. If we 
could anticipate the produce of of^e quarter, Vy^P?* 
rowing it from the ensuing ^^^ar, might ,wi; pQtt 
UDOp. s^reater emergency, anticipate two qpaf^ers, or 
three ?— ^The ajlv antage which tlii^ systen^ held op^ 
when compared with the many and great inq^n-r 
yeniences attending it, was yei^y^jsmallind^d; and 
if the right honorable gentleman. would wait till he 
haid got the money, certainly ^is plan would not be 
ix^ucn deranged. Perhaps it mi^nt fortunately hapr 

Een, that the three quarters ot the next year mignt 
e equal to the wants of the whole year; anjd, in 
that case, the right honorable gentleman wqujd have 
the surplus pf the other quarter to appropriate as 
might appear proper ; but, until that was Known to 
l)e the cas.e,, tney were voting away money whictf 
they really had not to give. So much for the system 
itseli^ now for. the application of it. If we really 



had a cam of 400^0/. to apply, it ouffht to be ap^ 

Slied towards paving off a part of the unfanded * 
ebt ; which, it had been stated by the committee , 
of 178tf, oueht never to be allowed to exceed. 
1,706,000/. It was now considerably more, and. 
ps^rt bearinfi^ interest of 4 per cent. By doing this^ 
instead of buying up 3 per centii., he said, th^ 
country would be a gainer; and with regard. to 
the probability of being sooner ^able to coine at the 
5 per cents., by the actual reduction of twenty-five 
millions of the national debt^ he could not see that, 
the ri^ht honorable, gentl^ngiafi^s scheme would aQ,n^ 
swertnatpuqpose;* for, certainly, whilst such aloa4i~ 
of unfunded debt remained unpaid, be could noC^ 
by .any fair consjtruqtion of the law, or by any thing- 
but a kind of juggle, pretend to redeem the 5 per. 
c^ixts. The; dis<^narge of such a part, at least qf the. 
UQftmded debt a^ bore interest,, would, undoubtedly,*, 
be a-more proper application of .the money, although, 
^^f pefhaps, so sounding and popular. 

His third objection was, that the money would b^. 
if^iited for th^ ■e^e9seij,of the .year, unless it wi^s. 
meapt to have re€;ou^e to a lottery ; a mode of rais'-^ 
log money which he Jba4 often depriecated as infi-. 
uftjely more injuirious to the morals ^nd industry of 
the people,, than it could possibly be advantaged^', 
to. the revenue. It. was formerly never resorted to,j 
but in time of war and publicnecessityj and he w^.. 
spi:ry to near it was intended as ^q be continued is\, 
time of peace. • ^ 

He concluded . with stating, that his first proppi 
sition wotdd be^.that the 400,000/. should go to the ^ 
way^ and means of the year -, sp that the accounts 
of iricome and expenditure migni in fuljilte be made 
up on the 6th of January ; . and* if he should fail in 
that, his second would be, that it should be applied to 
ike discharge of the unfunded debt ; but in order to 
introduice either oftbes^, it was first necessary to. 
move that the report be re-copmitted. 
Jl^. Aoir, Mr. St^eU, Mr. Fax.f^Mr. Pitt^folkwed. 
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Mr. Sheridan, iBlfter cXjjressJn^ ^ts .Vopetf, tfait- 

the hdnse would ipdulge him in greater* latitude of 

eptobtnation, than .Var strictly re^lar, on sfccount 

o^'tfae turn whitih the debate hitd t^^, said' hie 

should leave the two gentlemen (Mr. Rose and Mr. 

I^iaele) who had given it this! turn, te the silenti 

rebuke of die contraM between theii* mode of treat* 

ing the question ^nd that of their ri^bt honorable^ 

^friend. They seemed to thiiik, that they had a 

] claim upon him to be dull when be spoke on finance/ 

and werie offended at his att^piln'g to enliven a^ 

discussion on which they were determfned . to be* 

harsh and dry. He ha^ revived, what tbey \i^ere 

pleased to call, the oW joke ; bedanse he wap called 

to do so by the bid subject, by the mode of making 

up the public accounts, wiiich had hitheVto post-* 

poned the most important busiiless to so late a peirtod 

of the session, as prevented a full attendance. J3,W 

thought he was doing the honorable gentteman^ho 

' first, replied to him a service, by recommendlik^g'a 

mode of proceeding which would enable him to seek 

the shade of his forest^ early in the stimmet^ ahd^ 

sttiooth apd civilize his mhid by clasi^cat pursuttfr,^ 

frbth the asperity and morokefnis^ it faignt have 

cbhtracted, m the less grslt^Aif exercise of barKa^ 

ifrentary^ duties. No captious bppotrition^ had been' 

^nikde to. new taxes, froth those wbo sal oh the sam^ 

sfd^' of the house With him; but when they dW' 

oAject^'thefir objections' were well fotinded. Thev 

had now substantial proof, for^the s^op tax, thb acP 

ditional tax on candles, the i^±' 6a female servants^ 

the additional tax on malt ; in short,' dll'the ta^^ 

they had opposed,. Were either abandoned^ii the first 

instance, or ifrnc^ repealed.' The regulation bf taxes' 

,'thky had not; opposed' as unproductive^ but as dohig' 

"[ifrhat no ^d^rbase'of productiveness could jurtify^^ 

jsacriftcin^ the constitution, and th^1iA}ei*ty of the stib^ 

ijeit to revenue. Y^t, even these r^gvUkHorii had, in 

'many instances, effected nothing that might not have 

been accomplished without ttiem. * If, mr tniitance, 



tbti prO«£A% of tfaci Itibfttido liceii«ie»^ in- dll r^^ctii 'tt ■ 
ri^W te^,- ^i|(^ deducted' fifpm tfre amount of^^e; 
duties, it i^6M^ be foand, (ffi^y ' '^evUti&ttifitvepra". 
diidfiV^ tioAii tl^i)dai}«g«ti<ent df thei lelci^, tHsn 
th^^ httd biieil (l« si- folder {Period. ']^ idtidaiitidii 
ttMt' tb^: bO^t shodl^ in: Mate b«f' dffefAed at art 
«iA*lieP]f>^ibd;'tiIthbi!t^h ribt'sAdouhting to an abso^-' 
late promise, was'at'lls&sf sodicfthittg'g&ined', and he 
re^oi^d'ih Ifof iihig^ b'Mha' dte itteslris of obtaining it. It 
W&k i^hltnk iUode df l^VievHtig sin anatld accoiint 
b^fot^ fbftt sfedounC i;^as' elosed; anct tMs Mr.Fillt 
8eeMed'tb'ibd,by Ms never ha^Hikg attettpfed if Be- 
foife. Biif if by l)iid n^de, Iditte' ttS^ it was, fart of, 
tbe ih^dhfleiiieRce aHsittg frdm the an^ipatiofn of 
tlM'tioii!ldMa«edAi«ld Would btedbtiiatiedf, the'imprt)'- 
pfi^ <^«hel Ap^Mtio» stObdi pf^ikel^^ Wfket&it did". 
A'^ttrgie fbf f^ inters of ridVV dfebt of abouf 
SOJOOO/: ^^i^ot^hkl, wIr(^ {^ai'glb ^,CIIK^. t^ocdd 
c^iii|fiiiftb,' sMd Might be nto^h- more- adtiaMtagtei^' 
dMfipp\il6At&^iii pttf^e.fhtfft father pandtaW 
of^br^^ dei' d6>AU. Thfe ifeVetoe <!OttHmttee of tf^, 
ifed^a ftWufe, blji af«loj^rttg tll^lr 't^ftdrt, harf giVetf 
an^ ^JiitatM^i^ td ^ jjtitilic; t%iBlt iu tdfttrfe flv^ lidf^' 
d^ sfidUld^ M*Vef be ^UdWed tb t^tWilcadtd «(^ fts" t^ 
biektlhtfe^^t' -;Sartly^;if anji i'*g{frd i*««F*fte t<rifc6^ 
rC^^i^'^b^' <«n(imit«i^, aiid the ^dr«Mctee( hdld tyaie, 
by'ffitfmnftflfori'bfth'il^dtiSfe, *<f tt5rtn« oi»g4(l ti* big' 
l8«^r^£4i th^y Wi^M ttfeknM'of k^'erpth^tHem. ' 
' i4M bM«^^^ g^nlfleibtfA ^Mf. 1(64^ Bad gtM, 
that when he was in the high and importadt office of* 
B^i%tit#<:«^' ^' 'TVea^r^^ i%^ ^Mkit»g 'fund bad 
b^«tf '«mlk5i^Wftd'fei''tbrftef tiilit>^i% j" asf If a'pteVstfti, 
iiltb9«^)ftydrdMa(6 !(i«ilaiibM wi^s to bei^f^ibld tat' 
d.i'>m' Aeaittr'fts' o*^'fihan^€?:'.'TIe; if^J^clei' of * ( 
didaf^d thi^fat'siihi^My^t pditit ocit '^« ' atifbdi^ ;- 
arttf^w^tt'ha «AW"Hutf «ad •Wonrf^iftj*' «i* 'bin*' 
hm^U foi-^il 'with 'Kitl* ttf" ^nd'Aftd -^otbwig:! 
df 4ibt¥(dityl iW'Whkm"ctkiiittag wfri stibiiitilted JE^r : 
yfi§9pilip^iia'mk^ik^'9oi'idl^ms(Mce, 'be e6irld no^' 
M^ Mi>pi»^|f «af ti^y Wejre not tfte^bdaaidti «ff , 
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any mau in the superior deparfetqeote of office^ and 
^ attributing them jto some of his Sfibordinates. tn 

{'nstice, however^ to the honorable mea who thpught. 
lim worthy of a situation under tbemi it was n^ces-* 
sary to remark, that. they had never proposed the. 
a,nticipation alluded to as part of a. system ; and that 
it was with them only a temporary aqd unavoid$^bl^. 
expedient, to cover an old deficiency. . , . : . 

He. had ayoidod a general discussion of the reve- 
nue and .expepditure, because be w^g bomid ,by 
propriety, md t^ie order of debate,.. to. confine him- 
self tp a particular point. Bv^t did }t folk>iW from 
that, as had been inferredi th^t he abandoned all. 
the other, ppiqts he had main|;ained? Qn the con-? 
trary, he was ready to maintain. tiiem every one, 
whenever called upon to debate (hem collectively or 
singly. It was indeed a mo^t ciirious mode of argn* 
ing, that as often as. he objected to any one of the 
contested statements op finance, he must either go. 
through all the rest, or be understood to admit them, 
asv true. It was equally curious to infer that, be^. 
causp he admitted there was nt last a. surplus of 
revenue to justify the application of a million annu*^ 
ally to the extinction, oi debt, he admitjted also, that 
thi^re was.such a surplus si^ years ago,. and. every. ^ 
Y^ar since tjiat^time. They might as well tell )^<ai 
he had pledged himself to prove^. :t})at the revenue: 
would not es;ceed the expendituife in the present 
century, or in the next^ or that the deficiency must ^ 
he ete^nai. .. : 

: While they maintained this, verbal dispute, they- 
had paid him the substantial compliment of adopt- 
ing his opinions. They, had taken an average of 
four yearsi as the proper estimate of future rev^Ojue j; 
tn^y. Admitted,. that the estimate of expenditure, by^ 
the committee of, 1786, could i^ot be realised^; am 
add^ 'JS500,0p0 to his estimate of 1791 ; and they< 
had admitted, as jie contended, that the estimftte: 
of 1791 was larger. than it ou^t tp be» md.^rq^, 
posed a reduction. But they imposed op .the* 
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house of commons the ungracious task of propo* 
sing an addition to the expenditure, and now took 
to themselves the more pleasing office of suggesting 
a reduction, although they were the real authors 
of both, whilst, they were making a reduction of 
j£200^000 in appearauce, but had^ in fact, made an 
addition of Jg300,000 to their own estimate of 1786. 
He referred to the house whether a case had been 
made out to induce them to vote in anticipation, 
the invariable consequence of which had hitherto 
been to put off the important business of finance till a 
season of the year when many gentlemen could 
not attend the discharge of their duty.' He en- 
treated them to consider what that duty had been 
. and what it was likely to be in future. It had hi- 
therto been to impose oh their constituents some 
fresh burdens^ or some new restraint, in the shape 
of a regulation. I'he fortunate period was at length 
arrived when they were told it Would be in their 
power -to alleyiate those burdens ; and it was of 
importance that the people should not be taught, 
that for taxes and penalties they, were indebted to 
their representatives, but for ease and relief to the'' 

crown. " 

I ■> • > 

Mr. put ioii it had aluMiyt been his ufisH* and wauid te»m 
Juture to open the hud^ at an early period of the tession; In^ he 
could no% nudce a podtwe promise on a whject that must be governed 
by drcumstantes. 
The qweition being piitthat the r^ort be commuted. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that part of his object being 
obtained, viz. that the business of the finance should 
not be postponed in future till the summer tionths, 
he should not divide the house as he before' in- 
tended. 

The report was agreed to, ' » . . 
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ARMAMENT AGAINST B^SSIA. 

Mr. WkUhre&d &pmed the Maie by a long and eloquent speech, 
uhkh he comhdfthjf moomg that 6emholo m^natof emcieni 
.imfortanioetoifimrmUikeiarj^ 

Mr. Sheridan said, that nothing should have 
^'induced him at so late an hour to trespass on the al- 
.IBOst exhausted patience of the house^ but his asto- 
nishment M the contemptuous silence of the minis- 
J 'ter,. that consi3teDcy of insult^ that climax of 
haiightiBess, witk wnich be had treated the house, 
aadnow refused to answer on the day of his trial. 
^He had formerly told theni, that when the day of 
, discussion came, he would assign the reasons for his 
, conduct. The day of discussion was come, and he 
was silent. If he thought himself sufficiently de- 
. fended by tho^e who hd;d undertaken to plead his 
pau$e, he was much deceived; for he h^u involved 
hiinself in a labyrinth of difficulties, which had not a 

Sath that did not lead.to disgrace^ If he had any 
efence to make, it was a secret locked up in his 
own breast, neither communicated to his friends, 
YkW imparted to his colleagues. Eyepy succeeding 
^ defender confuted the defender that had gone before 
him. 

I If they had adced bow they idioilld ^pl^d his 
, cause, heopuldnot tell. If they oiaijotaiped that 
Oczakow was of no consequence, they could not 
answer his exposing the country to the hazard of 
war on isocount of it ; if they maintained that it 
was of consequence to justify an armament, they 
could.not answer his giving it up. If they said that 
he yielded to the opinion of the house, they must 
be told that the majority of the house was with 
him ; if they said, that he yielded to the opinion of 
the public, the opinion of the public was against his 
arming. On neither side could he escape. If he 



, Was wronff in bis principle^ he oog^ht to Jbe dis- 
graced J if he was right, he ought to be impeacb^cl 
toT abandoning Iti ' If, indeed, Russia, command- 
itij^ a numerbus and hardy race of subjects; pos^ess^ 
iqg great extent of territory, without disunion; aQ4 
accumulation of power without unwieldiness, were 
to lake possession of Constantinople, to ^occupy 
ithe Guxine, the Hamoaze aud Catwater^ With her 
Sects, where no European eye could see or Examine 
their force till they poured into the' Mediterranean, 
then he would admit that h^r power might be 
dangerous to this country; but before he admitted 
that -we were 1o arm to prevent this danger, th6 
minister should prove that it was probable ; and if 
he did this he must stand convicted of a great crime 
in abandoning an object of so much importance, 
without laying such information before parliament, 
as, would enable parliament to compare the pro- 
bability of the danger with the practicability of 
yi^ventihg it. An honorable gentleman, whose more 
/ than promise of great abilities men of all parties 
must have rejoiced to hear, had execrated the im- 
policy of the ministers of Charles the Second, in 
not opposino^ the early ambition of Louis XIV. If 
oae side of uie. minister's defence was well founded, 
he might live to execrate his impolicy in neglecting 
to oppose the ambition of Russia, after equipping 
an armament for the purpose. If his own majority 
forgave him, the minority readily might. To the 
latter he had bowed as the org^ans of the public 
voice ; to the former, he said, in deeds more forcible 
than words, " I know what stuff my majority is 
made of, and how little its voice can be called the 
voice of the public." It was common for him to 
change his principles, to come forward with pro- 
positions on commerce, fortifications and arma- 
ments, with ** unless these are adopted I cannot be 
useful as a minister. I cannot be accountable for 
the defence of the country, I cannot answer for 



.400 [fbb. 24, 

the balance of Europe/' And the moment thej 
were rejected or abandoned, to congratulate the 
house on the prosperity of commerce, the security 
of the nation, and the favorable situation of the 
European powers. These were charges which he 
must not be suffereti to put upon the house. The 
.min(M*ity would bind him to the principle they had 
opposed, and convict him on it — ne haa almost said 
the majority, which he thought they might, but 
hoped they would not, that they might not be 
mistaken for the former majority on the same 
subject. 

The honorable gentleman to whose speech he 
before alluded, bad found it necessary, in explain- 
ing his system, to take into account the ' resto- 
ration of France, in order to provide us with a 
proper enemy. If something, he had said, like the 
old Government should be restored in France, we 
should then have all the ambition, treachery, and 
chicanery to deal with, of which he formerly com- 
plained. If a free government sliould be established, 
we should then have a neighbouring power less 
likely, indeed, to be at war with us, but much more 
formidable whenever war should occur. How 
then ought we to prepare ourselves for meeting the 
energy and viffor which a free government might 
give to France? How but by fortifying our consti- 
tution, by recalling it to its true principles, and 
banishing frona it this proud reserve in ministers^ 
which disdained to give information; and this un- 
meaning confidence in parliament, which could 
vote nioney without it. Instead of this we were 
advised to take up the vices which France was 
throwing away ; we must meddle and interfere in 
the affairs of other powers; we must have Hol- 
land for our ally, and Prussia to protect . Holland. 
.That Austria may not attack Prussia, we must ek- 
.cite.. the Turks against Austria; and to enable the 
Turks to defend themselves against Russia, we 
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qdBst get Sweden to make war on Russia,-^bow- 
ever' far we went on, something more was still 
Wanting* Like the earth, supported by an eagle 
tlie eagle by the elephant, the elephant by a tortoise^ 
&c. A support was always wanted for the last 
supporter. All this we haid done ; and what had 
we got by it ?— disgrace, contempt, and reproba- 
tion. 

He wpuld advise the honorable gentleman who 
traced out this system/to abjure it in time, as neither 
according with the English constitution, nor the 
Englidi character* Double dealing might be of 
service to despotic governments ; it might serve a 
deqpptic ministeri and perhaps be of temporary 
serTiice> to a country ; but the occasional advantage 
was. moi^ than ten times overbalanced by the 
tniscbiefft it brought with it. The mere clerks of 
despotism, in this respect, would be an overmatch 
for the legislators of a free state. The character of \ 
our constitution was manly, frank, and undisguised* ! 
He loved to see the minister assimilate his character ; 
to that of the constitution. He would love in itj 
those qualities which he himself possessed ; every . 
sympathy of his nature woold dispose him to reve- 1 
reiic^ and to cherisk them; and pursuing ostensible 
f>bje€t^ by direct and honorable means, he would 
tower, fey the natural energy of candor and wisdom,} 
above the miserable props of chicane and cunning. 
If< iof;te^d of this, a minister should assimilate the 
cbaraf^ter of the constitution to his own, his progress 
might be towering indeed in lofty misery, but it 
would be tM>ttomed in shallow craft. 

The honorable gentleman, whose speech he had 
more diafi ooee quoted, had unguardedly, in the 
course of his speech^ talked of the. want of good 
faith ofihe^ emperw. , Such language, when speaks 
ivKg of crowned heads, was always improper, be- 
cause generaHy unwise, and ^equently dangerou^. — 
How did the hpnorviible gentleman knaw, that we 
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might not soon have occasion to court the Emperor, 
as we had lately courted the Empress, of whose 
breach of faith, a few months since, that house and 
the country rung again, though now we had changed 
our minds so much, that her bare word was consi* 
dered by us as a sufficient security for engagements 
of t})e most important nature. 

He now came, he said, to the papers. He re- 
ferred to the memorable speech of a worthy ma- 
gistrate, Mr. Brook Watson, whose eloquence was 
easily remembered, as it was never flippant and 
unemphatic. He had called on the house to turn 
their eyes from the S. W. of America to the N. E. 
of Europe, as the true destination of the antaa- 
ment then preparing. The right honorable gentle- 
man thought proper to deny this account given of 
the destination of the fleet, and' parliament had 
been pestered with it in a double sense. He should, 
from the papers, suppose that they had in truth 
been treacherous even to Russia, and he quoted a 
. passage, to shew that they held a double language 
to that court, and pretended to follow up and act 
upon its system, while in reality they were oflering 
to Russia their good offices, evidently to get them- 
selves out of the dilemma in which they were in- 
volved. They prayed only for the free navigation 
of the Dniester as an adaucissement. This was the 
term made use of as a sweetener, or as a similar 
term had been once called, a dulcifior^ to satisfy 
the people. The Empress, with a vein of sarcasm, 
granted them the sweetener, but by making 
them parties, and, as it were, allies in her new 
system of armed neutrality j for she made it a 
stipulation that they shoiuld go to the Porte, and 
demand the same on their part. The entry of the 
Grand Vizier (Mr. Pitt) into the Divan, accom- 
panied by the Reis Effendi near him, (Mr. Dnndas) 
must have been a very curious spectacle. 

He thanked his honorable friend for the thought. 
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— What sort of reception, and what sort of dialog'ue 
must have taken place! — Well, they must have 
asked him, what glorious terms have you procured 
with your grand fleet? Have yon humbled Russia? 
Does she tremble at your power? Does she crouch ? 
Have you burnt her fleets for us ? Have you demo- 
lished Petersburgh? — A melancholy No must have 
been the answer to all these interrogatories. What ! 
does she not repent that she provoked you ? But 
have you made her give up Oczakow ? that yoitr 
sovereign has pledged himself for ! No, none of 
all this. Instead of telling them to be tranquil in 
their minds, instead of assuring them that the 
pigeon of Mahomet might pearch in safety, and no 
longer fear that the eagle of Russia would pounce 
upon the harmless victim — they must say, No, none 
ot all this. But we have engaged that if you da 
not comply with every tittle that she demands of 
you before we presumed to interfere, we shall aban- 
don you to all the consequences of war. 

He challenged the right honorable gentleman 
with continuing the armament not to produce ac- 
quiescence in his demand, but it had its continuance 
in a deeper cause — :from that proud obstinate spirit 
that would not confess its error. It was kept up, 
and all the violence of impressing continued, to 
preserve a haughty appearance of character for 
himself, when he had sacrificed the dignity of his 
royal master, and the fleet of England was made 
to ride in affected pomp, but in truth a disgraceful 
array at Spithead, exhibiting in novel manceuvres 
the zig-zag type of his own conduct. He then 
spoke of the confidence which had been the topic 
of discussion, and he laid it down as an invariable 
maxim in the constitution, that no money should be 
called for, and taken out of the pockets of the 
people, without stating the positive use to which it 
was to be applied. 

The debate was adjourned to the following day^ when Mr. Whit- 
tread^i motion was rejected^ by 244 against 1 16. 
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March 261 

BOYAI- BUXIGHS OF SCOTLAND. 

Mr. Sherid.AN gave notice of bis intention, 
early after the Ea&ter recess, to make a motion for 
a reform of the royal burghs of Scotland. 

BBPORT OF THE COMMTSSIONICBS OF WQODS 
AND FORESTS. 

The house having resohed tiseff into tt committee on tkii report^ 
Mr, Pitt observed t hot upon the present occasion he mmid iKtf trom- 
bk gentlemen by enimng into the fmrticulars of the repof^h be/ore 
them: even/ gentleman in the committee, he said, must befuHin con- 
vinced of the necessity of the adoption of some measure for the pre- 
servation and increase of timber Jor our navy; to that point heshou/d 
call the attention of the committee, and not to any thing rdaiivi to 
the troum lands, the final report on which had not yet bettt^ madr. 
In what he had to submit to the committee he should confine himself 
, to the report on the New Forest in Hampshire, The first proposition 
in the bill he should move for, would be to enabh Bis Migesty to 
empawer4he enclosing of 20,000 acres of the forest, for the growth 
cf titnber, and to give powers to the per^^ms appointed for the o^id 
pmrpose to throw open as much of the enclosure as might be sufficiently 
grown, and to enclose an equal quantity of the forest, for the purpose 
of always keeping 20,000 acres enclosed. In the bill aiso^ would he 
a provision of compensation to the persons wha had a njjp/^ of camr- 
man in thejorest, and that provision, which, he said, would be an 
ample one, was intended to be the confining of the deer,, which JHis 
Majesty had a right at present to let run throughout the whole 
forest, to certain parts. The second provision of the biff wmid 
be to prevent injury to the timber; and the third* for the pSTesemtu- 
tion of perioaical reports to parliammt. He concluded by mavi^, 
that the chairman be directed to move the house for leave to brinz in 
a bill for the preservation and increase of the timber in the rUtw 
Forest, Sfc. S^a 

Mr. Sheridan lamented that the right honorable 
gentleman had not gone more fully into \m f4aii, 
which, he said, would, in his opinion, prove to be a 
matter of gteat importance, and to wbich there 
would be no inconsiderable objection. It waiS a 
matter of regret, he said, that after seven years 
employ, the commissioners had not been enabled 1K> 
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make a final report on the crown lands. He hdd 
hoped that snob a report would have been ready J 
and that the right honorable gentleman's propori* 
tion of that day would have been one great schema 
for the public benefit. In his expectation, however, 
he had been deceived ; he would not, nevertheless, 
opon the present occasion, trouble gentlemen far* 
ther than he had done, but reserved himself to the 
production of the bill. 

The question was put and carried. , 



April 4. 
LOTTERY BILL. 



The order of the day being read far committing thit Kit to M 
eommUteeof the whole houses 

Mr. Sheridan said, be had omitted no &aB 
opportunity, sim^ce he bad enjoyed the luMior of a 
se^t in that boose, of oppoiung lotteries; however, 
the subject had been so fully d^u^sed, and so ably 
argued, that he should not have spoken upon it at 
all, but from what bad fallen from the right bonoirr 
able gentlemen. He had expected, Mr. Sheridatt 
said, the right honorable gentleman would . have 
sat silent and abashed, conscious that he could not 
advance a single argument in favor of a practiee 
so destructive and mischievous^ aa raising revenue 
by lotteries. The right honorable gentleman, frcmi 
what he had said, seemed to think the wisest way 
to get rid of this evil was by degrees^ On the 
contrary, Mr. Sheridan said, he was for an imme* 
diate, not a gradual, abolition of .lotteries The 
ri^ht honorable gentleman had said,, the drawing 
CMld not be shorter than usual, because the bat gaitt 
was struck ; he agreed with the ris^ht honorable 
gentleman that they must ^keep to their bargain } 
but was not what the right honorable gentleman 
had said, an argument against having any lottery 
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